robert gilpin war and change in world
politics

**Robert Gilpin: War and Change in World Politics**

robert gilpin war and change in world politics is a topic that captures the
essence of how international relations evolve amidst conflict and power
shifts. Gilpin, a prominent scholar in international political economy and
realism, offered profound insights into how war acts as a catalyst for
systemic change in the global arena. His work remains crucial for
understanding the dynamics behind the rise and fall of great powers, the
impact of economic forces on state behavior, and the ways in which conflict
reshapes world order. Let’s explore Gilpin’s contributions and their ongoing
relevance in today’s complex geopolitical landscape.

Understanding Robert Gilpin’s Perspective on
War and World Politics

Robert Gilpin was a pioneering thinker who combined economics with political
science to explain international relations. His analyses went beyond
traditional realism by integrating the role of economic interdependence and
global markets into the understanding of war and peace. Gilpin argued that
war is not just a clash of armies or ideologies but also a struggle for
economic dominance and the control of international systems.

According to Gilpin, world politics is marked by periods of stability
punctuated by crises that often involve wars or major conflicts. These
moments of upheaval bring about significant change, sometimes leading to the
restructuring of the international order. His work emphasized that changes in
relative economic power among states often precede shifts in political power,
which can culminate in war or strategic realignments.

The Role of War in Systemic Change

One of Gilpin’s core ideas is that war serves as an instrument of systemic
change. When existing arrangements become outdated or when rising powers
challenge the dominance of established ones, conflict can break out. This
conflict, in turn, can transform the distribution of power and the rules
governing international relations.

Gilpin viewed wars not merely as destructive events but as forces that can
recreate the international system. For example, the two World Wars in the
20th century dramatically altered the global balance of power, leading to the
emergence of the United States and the Soviet Union as superpowers, and



eventually to the Cold War order.

Economic Power and Military Strength: Intertwined
Forces

Gilpin’s approach highlighted that economic might underpins military
capacity. A nation’s ability to wage war effectively depends heavily on its
economic resources and industrial capabilities. This interconnection explains
why economic competition often precedes military rivalry.

In "War and Change in World Politics," Gilpin stresses that shifts in
economic power among nations can destabilize existing hierarchies and prompt
conflicts. For instance, the rise of Germany’s industrial economy before
World War I challenged British dominance, contributing to tensions that
exploded into war.

The Impact of Robert Gilpin’s Theories on
Contemporary International Relations

Gilpin’s insights continue to resonate in modern analyses of global politics.
His fusion of economic and political factors provides a more nuanced
framework for understanding international conflict and cooperation.

Relevance to the Post-Cold War Era

The post-Cold War period has been characterized by rapid economic
globalization and shifting power dynamics. Gilpin’s theory helps explain how
the rise of new economic powers, such as China, influences global stability
and the potential for conflict.

China’'s growing economic strength and military modernization echo Gilpin’s
thesis that rising economic power challenges the prevailing order. This
development has led to debates about whether the United States and its allies
can maintain their dominant position or if a new global configuration will
emerge through confrontation or accommodation.

Globalization and Interdependence: A Double-Edged
Sword

Gilpin acknowledged that economic interdependence can promote peace by
raising the costs of war. However, he also warned that dependence might not
be sufficient to prevent conflict if the distribution of power changes



drastically.

In today’'s interconnected world, disruptions such as trade wars, sanctions,
and resource competition reflect the delicate balance Gilpin described. While
economic ties bind nations together, they also create vulnerabilities that
can exacerbate tensions, especially when combined with nationalist or
security concerns.

Key Concepts from Gilpin’s "War and Change in
World Politics"

To grasp the depth of Gilpin’s contribution, it helps to highlight some of
his key concepts:

e Hegemonic Stability Theory: Gilpin argued that a stable international
system often depends on a dominant power (hegemon) that enforces rules
and ensures order. When that power declines, instability and conflict
increase.

e Power Transition Theory: This idea explains how wars are likely when a
rising challenger approaches the power level of the dominant state, as
the existing order faces challenges.

e Systemic Change: Gilpin viewed war as a mechanism that leads to systemic
change, resetting the global order based on new power distributions.

e Economic Foundations of Power: He emphasized that economic resources are
fundamental to sustaining military power and political influence.

Applying These Concepts in Today’s World

Understanding these theories provides tools for policymakers and analysts to
anticipate potential flashpoints and manage international relations more
effectively. For example, recognizing the signs of a power transition can
help avoid unnecessary conflict through diplomacy, alliances, and economic
engagement.

Practical Insights for Navigating War and
Change in World Politics

If you're interested in international relations or global affairs, Gilpin’s



work offers important lessons:

1. Monitor Economic Trends: Keep an eye on shifts in economic power, as
these often signal future geopolitical changes.

2. Understand Power Dynamics: Recognize the interests and fears of rising
and declining powers to better predict conflict or cooperation.

3. Value Stability but Prepare for Change: While international order aims
for stability, be prepared for systemic changes caused by wars or
crises.

4. Balance Interdependence with Security: Economic interdependence can
deter war, but nations must also address security concerns to reduce
tensions.

Robert Gilpin’s Enduring Legacy in the Study of
International Politics

Robert Gilpin’'s scholarship remains a cornerstone for anyone seeking to
understand how war and economic change shape the global landscape. His
ability to blend economic analysis with political realism provides a richer
perspective on international conflict and cooperation.

At a time when the world faces new challenges, such as emerging
multipolarity, technological competition, and shifting alliances, Gilpin’s
insights remind us that change in world politics is often driven by
underlying economic and power realities. War, while devastating, acts as a
force that can reorder the international system — a concept as relevant now
as it was during Gilpin's time.

Exploring his work encourages us to think critically about how states
navigate power transitions, manage conflicts, and strive for a more stable
world amid inevitable change.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Gilpin and what is his contribution to
the study of world politics?

Robert Gilpin was a prominent international relations theorist known for his
work on political economy and power dynamics. He contributed significantly to
understanding how economic factors influence global politics and the nature



of war and change in the international system.

What is the central theme of Robert Gilpin's book
'War and Change in World Politics'?

The central theme of 'War and Change in World Politics' is the relationship
between war, power shifts, and changes in the international order. Gilpin
argues that wars often lead to significant changes in the distribution of
power among states, which in turn reshapes world politics.

How does Robert Gilpin explain the causes of war in
his theory?

Gilpin explains that wars are primarily caused by shifts in the distribution
of power among states. When a rising power challenges the dominant hegemon,

conflict is likely as the existing order is threatened, leading to possible

wars that can alter the global balance of power.

What role does economic power play in Gilpin's
analysis of world politics?

Economic power is a fundamental component in Gilpin's analysis, as he views
economic strength as a critical source of national power. Control over
economic resources and markets often determines a state's ability to
influence international politics and sustain military capabilities.

How does Gilpin's theory relate to the concept of
hegemonic stability?

Gilpin's theory supports the concept of hegemonic stability by suggesting
that a dominant power (hegemon) maintains order in the international system.
However, when this hegemon's power declines and is challenged by a rising
state, instability and conflict may arise, leading to changes in the global
order.

What distinguishes Robert Gilpin's approach from
other international relations theories?

Gilpin's approach uniquely integrates economic factors with traditional power
politics, emphasizing the interplay between economic interests and military
power. Unlike purely realist or liberal theories, he highlights how shifts in
economic capabilities drive changes in world politics and the likelihood of
war.

Can Robert Gilpin's theories be applied to



contemporary global conflicts?

Yes, Gilpin's theories remain relevant for analyzing contemporary global
conflicts. For example, the rising economic and military power of China
challenging the U.S. hegemon mirrors Gilpin's framework, suggesting potential
shifts in world order and the possibility of conflict arising from changing
power dynamics.

Additional Resources
Robert Gilpin: War and Change in World Politics

robert gilpin war and change in world politics represents a seminal
exploration into the intricate relationship between international conflict
and the evolving nature of global political order. Gilpin, a towering figure
in international relations theory, particularly within the realist tradition,
provides a nuanced understanding of how war acts as both a catalyst and
consequence of transformations in world politics. His scholarship, especially
articulated in his influential work *War and Change in World Politics*
(1981), offers critical insights into the dynamics of power transitions,
state behavior, and systemic change in the international system.

Theoretical Foundations of Gilpin’s Analysis

At the heart of Robert Gilpin’s analysis is the idea that war is not merely a
destructive force but also an agent of structural change in the international
system. Challenging simplistic notions that view war solely as failure or
aberration, Gilpin positions it as a mechanism through which shifts in power
hierarchies and political orders occur. His approach builds upon classical
realism, emphasizing the centrality of power and state interests, while also
incorporating elements of structural realism to explain systemic
transformations.

Gilpin’'s theory is anchored in the concept of hegemonic stability, where a
dominant power—or hegemon—provides order and stability through its
leadership. However, when the hegemon’s relative power declines, a period of
instability and conflict often ensues, as emerging powers challenge the
status quo. This cyclical process of hegemonic rise and decline underpins
much of the change in world politics that Gilpin explores through historical
case studies.

Power Transition Theory and Global Conflict

One of the key contributions of Gilpin’s *War and Change in World Politics*
is his elaboration of power transition theory. Unlike traditional balance-of-



power theories that focus on equilibrium maintenance, power transition theory
posits that major war is most likely when a challenger’s power approaches
parity with the dominant state. This creates a precarious environment where
the incumbent tries to maintain its privileged position, while the challenger
seeks to revise the international order to reflect new realities.

Gilpin’s empirical analysis draws on significant historical examples, such as
the Peloponnesian War, the rise of Germany before World War I, and the Cold
War dynamics between the United States and the Soviet Union. Through these
examples, he demonstrates how the intersection of power shifts and state
ambitions often precipitates conflict and systemic reordering.

War as an Instrument of Change

Contrary to perspectives that treat war as an anomaly, Gilpin views it as an
intrinsic mechanism that facilitates the transformation of international
political structures. War, in this framework, serves multiple functions:

* Reallocation of Power: Military conflict often results in the
redistribution of power among states, enabling rising powers to
challenge existing hierarchies.

e Political Realignment: Wars can alter alliances, treaties, and
institutional arrangements, reshaping the diplomatic landscape.

e Economic and Technological Shifts: Conflict accelerates innovation and
economic restructuring, which in turn influence state capabilities and
global influence.

This multi-dimensional role of war underscores its importance not only as a
phenomenon of destruction but also as a driver of systemic evolution.
Gilpin’s insights encourage a more sophisticated understanding of how wars
influence the trajectory of international politics over time.

Comparing Gilpin’s Approach with Other Theories

Gilpin’s work distinguishes itself from other international relations
theories by integrating power-centric explanations with historical analysis
of systemic change. For instance, liberal theories emphasize institutions and
cooperation in mitigating conflict, while constructivist perspectives focus
on identities and norms shaping state behavior. In contrast, Gilpin’s realism
foregrounds material capabilities and strategic interests as the primary
engines behind war and change.



Moreover, his focus on hegemonic cycles offers a dynamic model that contrasts
with the more static nature of traditional balance-of-power frameworks. This
approach better accounts for the periodic upheavals and transformative
conflicts observed across history, providing a robust explanation for why
peace and stability are often punctuated by moments of intense warfare.

Implications for Contemporary World Politics

The relevance of Robert Gilpin’s *War and Change in World Politics* extends
beyond historical analysis into contemporary international relations. His
insights into hegemonic decline and power transitions resonate with ongoing
debates about the rise of China, the relative decline of U.S. influence, and
the potential for future systemic shifts.

Hegemonic Stability and the Modern Global Order

In the post-World War II era, the United States has functioned as the global
hegemon, underpinning a liberal international order characterized by economic
interdependence and multilateral institutions. Gilpin’s framework suggests
that as China’s economic and military capabilities grow, the potential for
conflict or at least significant political realignment increases. The
question remains whether the current hegemon will adapt and accommodate
rising powers or resist change, potentially leading to instability.

War, Technology, and Economic Interdependence

Gilpin also highlights how technological advancements and economic structures
influence the capacity and incentives for war. Today's interconnected global
economy, digital warfare capabilities, and nuclear deterrence create a
complex environment where traditional notions of war and power transitions
are challenged. However, Gilpin’'s emphasis on the underlying power dynamics
remains highly pertinent, reminding scholars and policymakers that material
capabilities and strategic interests continue to shape the international
landscape.

Strengths and Limitations of Gilpin’s Framework

Gilpin’'s analysis offers several strengths that have cemented his reputation
in international relations scholarship:

e Comprehensive Historical Approach: His integration of historical case
studies with theory provides empirical depth.



e Dynamic Model of Change: The focus on hegemonic cycles elucidates
patterns in global politics often overlooked by static models.

e Power-Centric Clarity: Emphasizing material capabilities offers a clear,
measurable basis for analysis.

However, the framework is not without critiques:

e Underestimation of Non-State Actors: Gilpin’'s state-centric approach may
overlook the growing influence of multinational corporations,
international organizations, and transnational movements.

e Limited Normative Perspective: The realist lens tends to downplay the
role of international norms, ethics, and domestic politics in shaping
outcomes.

* Potential Determinism: The cyclical view of hegemonic rise and decline
can risk oversimplifying complex, contingent historical processes.

Despite these limitations, Gilpin’s *War and Change in World Politics*
remains a foundational text for understanding how conflict and power shifts
influence the evolution of international relations.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Robert Gilpin’s contributions continue to inspire scholars exploring the
nexus of war and systemic change. His work bridges theoretical rigor with
historical narrative, offering a vital lens through which to interpret past
conflicts and anticipate future challenges. As global power dynamics evolve
in an era marked by shifting alliances, economic uncertainties, and
technological disruptions, Gilpin’s insights provide an indispensable
framework for assessing the potential trajectories of world politics.

In a world where the specter of renewed great power competition looms,
revisiting Gilpin’s analysis can deepen our understanding of the conditions
that foster both war and transformative change. His scholarship encourages a
sober appraisal of international relations—one that recognizes war not only
as a failure of diplomacy but as an enduring element in the ever-changing
mosaic of global politics.



Robert Gilpin War And Change In World Politics

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: War and Change in World Politics Robert
Gilpin, 1981 rofessor Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces
causing change in the world order.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Fifty Key Thinkers in International Relations
Martin Griffiths, 1999 This unique reference offers a quick and convenient overview of the key
thinkers in international relations in the twentieth century. The inclusive coverage ranges from
politicians such as Lenin and Kissinger, to the most influential figures in feminism, nationalist
studies and even historical sociology. Each entry describes the main elements of each thinker's
contribution to the study of international relations, provides relevant information on his or her life
and career, and lists valuable suggestions for further reading and critical analysis. Political science
and journalism students, media professionals and anyone with an interest in modern international
relations will want this useful work.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Power, Order, and Change in World
Politics G. John Ikenberry, 2014-08-21 This volume brings together leading scholars to analyse the
central issues of power, order, and change in world politics.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: War and Change in World Politics Robert
Gilpin, 1981 War and Change in World Politics introduces the reader to an important new theory of
international political change. Arguing that the fundamental nature of international relations has not
changed over the millennia, Professor Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify
the forces causing change in the world order. The discussion focuses on the differential growth of
power in the international system and the result of this unevenness. A shift in the balance of power -
economic or military - weakens the foundations of the existing system, because those gaining power
see the increasing benefits and the decreasing cost of changing the system. The result, maintains
Gilpin, is that actors seek to alter the system through territorial, political, or economic expansion
until the marginal costs of continuing change are greater than the marginal benefits. When states
develop the power to change the system according to their interests they will strive to do so- either
by increasing economic efficiency and maximizing mutual gain, or by redistributing wealth and
power in their own favour.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: World Politics and the Evolution of War John
J. Weltman, 1995 In this comprehensive study, international relations scholar John Weltman explores
the many roles of war in world politics. With topics ranging from the development of strategic
thought to the effects on war of political and technological change, from the uses of force—and
threats of force—to the uses of arms control, from the prominence of war in history to its likely fate
in the post-Cold War world, Weltman's analysis offers a detailed, thoroughgoing, and rigorous
overview of the subject. Throughout, Weltman questions a number of widely held assumptions. To
the conventional argument that the number of players in the international system determines the
incidence and character of war, he responds with evidence that suggesting that the social, material,
and intellectual context within which conflicts occur is far more influential. Weltman also questions
the prevailing wisdom that democracies are inherently peaceful and autocracies inherently warlike,
arguing instead that the propensity to wage war—and the effects of war—are largely the products of
prevailing expectations: whether or not war offers a means for the cheap, easy, and decisive
accomplishment of a government's objectives. And he criticizes the dominant view that
conflict—even violent conflict—is psychologically abnormal. Drawing upon the traditional distinction
between wars of attrition and wars of annihilation, Weltman sees the trend toward the
former—despite the anomalous Persian Gulf conflict—aslikely to continue. While this trend does not
suggest the end of warfare (much less the end of history), it does imply the localization of conflict
and the minimization of the danger of global conflagration. The new world order, Weltman
concludes, will be far from peaceful, but the conflicts that do arise will be slow-burning and difficult
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to spread. Outside intervention in these conflicts will be costly.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Oil Supply Crises Vessela Chakarova, 2013
Oil Supply Crises: Cooperation and Discord in the West, by Vessela Chakarova, offers the most
comprehensive, up-to-date analysis of consumer countries’ policies and reactions to oil supply
shortages. In addition to being a valuable source of information on oil market dynamics, it provides a
deep theoretical understanding of one of the most critical issues in international relations:
inter-state cooperation. This volume employs a structured, focused comparison to study European
consumer countries’ cooperation in times of oil supply shortages. There have been fifteen such
crises since the Second World War, three of which with dramatic consequences for the world
economy. This analysis evaluates European cooperative efforts in seven of these cases, starting with
the Abadan crisis in 1951. The cases are selected on the basis of their magnitude and economic
impact. In particular, the study looks at intergovernmental negotiations within existing international
bodies prior to, during, and immediately after the crisis. This study suggests that institutions are
more likely to facilitate interstate cooperation in the presence of a strong leader—a role, which in
the case of oil was assumed by the United States until the early 1970s. Cooperation in the oil
issue-area has been the subject of only a few studies, none of which provides a systematic and
comprehensive analysis. They are also limited in their scope and findings. Oil Supply Crises fills a
significant gap in the literature on oil supply shortages and cooperation.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Twilight of the Titans Paul K. MacDonald,
Joseph M. Parent, 2018-04-15 In Twilight of the Titans, Paul K. MacDonald and Joseph M. Parent
examine great power transitions since 1870 to determine how declining powers choose to behave,
identifying the strong incentives to moderate their behavior when the hierarchy of great powers is
shifting. Challenging the conventional wisdom that such transitions push declining great powers to
extreme measures, this book argues that intimidation, provocation, and preventive war are not the
only alternatives to the loss of relative power and prestige. Using numerous case studies,
MacDonald and Parent show how declining states tend to behave, the policy options they have, how
rising states respond to those in decline, and what conditions reward particular strategic choices.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: From Cold War to Collapse Mike Bowker,
Robin Brown, 1993 A review of the survival of International Relations theories after the collapse of
the Cold War.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Progress in Postwar International Relations
Emanuel Adler, Beverly Crawford, 1995-02-02 -- Joseph S. Nye, Harvard University

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Civilization Giovanni Borgognone, Patricia
Chiantera-Stutte, 2022-09-29 Civilizations, or rather narratives about civilizations, matter, not only
as research subjects in textbooks, literary and scientific essays, but also in politics. This seems to be
the case in civilizational states such as China, Russia, Turkey and Syria. Also in Western countries,
in recent decades, the notion of civilization has often been used in public discourse: political parties
and leaders have referred in particular to the need to protect Western civilization, calling in this
regard for policies to restrict immigration from Muslim countries. In 2022 the narrative on
civilization was used to legitimize the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The studies in this collected
volume reconstruct how civilizational paradigms and narratives have been used to explain political
relations, to define the global order, to justify attempts to gain hegemony over particular geopolitical
areas, and to make predictions on global developments in specific times of crisis. In particular, this
book analyzes the concepts of civilization as they have been used in the intellectual and political
discourse in periods particularly critical for global relations and for the consolidation or contestation
of the West’s dominant role in international, national politics and academic discourse.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: The Impact of Innovation on Globalization
SHAO Binhong, 2021-07-05 The Impact of Innovation on Globalization is the eighth volume of the
series China in the World. Like other volumes in the series, this volume includes views of leading
Chinese scholars on China’s relations with other countries and regions in the world. In view of the
theme of “globalization” in this volume, the contributors in this volume pay attention to how the



Covid-19 pandemic impacts and challenges globalization, especially how it affects China, the United
States, and their mutual relations. However, this is not to say that some issues surrounding
globalization—the orientation and interrelationship of political and economic decision-making in
China and the United States—have emerged only after the outbreak of the pandemic. The volume
focuses on some long-term trends and innovations, from the past to the future. Chapter 2,
“Globalization, Convergence, and China’s Economic Development,” describes the patterns of
globalization. Chapter 3, “The Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation is Unstoppable,” talks about views
on current economic and financial issues. Chapter 4, “Reconstructing Global Industrial Chains under
the Pandemic, and China’s Response,” discusses China’s pivotal position in global supply chains.
Besides answering these basic questions, the book investigates other important issues, such as
Global Value Chains, Changes in the International Order, Changes in the International Economic
Landscape, WTO Reform, China’s Foreign Economic and Trade Strategies, Towards a Climate
Resilience Society, Identity Politics, and the Al “Revolution”.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Communitarian International Relations
Emanuel Adler, 2004-11-10 In Emanuel Adler's distinctive constructivist approach to international
relations theory, international practices evolve in tandem with collective knowledge of the material
and social worlds. This book - comprising a fresh selection of his journal publications, a substantial
new introduction, three previously unpublished articles - points IR constructivism in a novel
direction, characterized as 'communitarian'. Adler's synthesis does not herald the end of the
nation-state; nor does it suggest that agency is unimportant in international life. Rather, it argues
that what mediates between individual and state agency and social structures are communities of
practice, which are the wellspring and repositories of collective meanings and social practices. The
concept of communities of practice casts new light on epistemic communities and security
communities, helping to explain why certain ideas congeal into human practices and others do not,
and which social mechanisms can facilitate the emergence of normatively better communities.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Rising China in a Changing World Jin Kai,
2016-11-21 In this book, Jin Kai provides an alternative perspective on the power interactions
between a rising China and a relatively declining U.S. in the changing world situation. Grounded in
previous scholarship, Jin argues that China's rise is historically, culturally, and structurally different;
a peaceful power transition requires engagement by the U.S. in international institutions. Grounded
in case studies and theory, this study will be of relevance to any reader interested in the evolving
great power relationship between China and the U.S.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Bridges and Boundaries Colin Elman,
Miriam Fendius Elman, 2001-04-13 Bridges and Boundaries offers a conversation between what
might loosely be described as traditionalist diplomatic and military historians, and political scientists
who employ qualitative case study methods to examine international relations. The book opens with
a series of chapters discussing differences, commonalities, and opportunities for cross-fertilization
between the two disciplines.To help focus the dialogue on real events and research, the volume then
revisits three empirical topics that have been studied at length by members of both disciplines:
British hegemony in the nineteenth century; diplomacy in the interwar period and the causes of
World War II; and the origins and course of the Cold War. For each of these subjects, a political
scientist, a historian, and a commentator reflect on how disciplinary guild rules have shaped the
study of international events. The book closes with incisive overviews by Robert Jervis and Paul W.
Schroeder. Bridges and Boundaries explores how historians and political scientists can learn from
one another and illustrates the possibilities that arise when open-minded scholars from different
disciplines sit down to talk.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: The Struggle for Recognition in International
Relations Michelle K. Murray, 2019 How established powers can facilitate the peaceful rise of new
great powers is a perennial question of international relations and has gained increased salience
with the emergence of China as an economic and military rival of the United States. Highlighting the
social dynamics of power transitions, The Struggle for Recognition in International Relations offers a



powerful new framework through which to understand important historical cases of power transition
and more recently the rise of China and how the United States can facilitate its peaceful rise.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Identity, Interest and Action Erik
Ringmar, 2007 This book offers an original combination of cultural and narrative theory with an
empirical study of identity and political action. It is at once a powerful critique of rational choice
theories of action and a solution to the historiographical puzzle of why Sweden went to war in 1630.
Erik Ringmar argues that people act not only for reasons of interest, but also for reasons of identity,
and that the latter are, in fact, more fundamental. Deploying his alternative, non-rational theory of
action in his account of the Swedish intervention in the Thirty Years War, he shows it to have been
an attempt on behalf of the Swedish leaders to gain recognition for themselves and their country.
Further to this, he demonstrates the importance of questions of identity to the study of war and of
narrative theories of action to the social sciences in general.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Fearful Symmetry Sumit Ganguly, Devin T.
Hagerty, 2012-01-01 With the nuclearization of the Indian subcontinent, Indo-Pakistani crisis
behavior has acquired a deadly significance. The past two decades have witnessed no fewer than six
crises against the backdrop of a vigorous nuclear arms race. Except for the Kargil war of 1998-9, all
these events were resolved peacefully. Nuclear war was avoided despite bitter mistrust, everyday
tensions, an intractable political conflict over Kashmir, three wars, and the steady refinement of
each side's nuclear capabilities. Sumit Ganguly and Devin T. Hagerty carefully analyze each crisis,
reviewing the Indian and Pakistani domestic political systems and key decisions during the relevant
period. This lucid and comprehensive study of the two nations' crisis behavior in the nuclear age is
the first work on Indo-Pakistani relations to take systematic account of the role played by the United
States in South Asia's security dynamics over the past two decades in the context of unipolarization,
and formulates a blueprint for American policy toward a more positive and productive India-Pakistan
relationship.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: International Relations Theory and the End
of the Cold War Richard Ned Lebow, Thomas Risse-Kappen, 1995 This controversial set of essays
evaluates and extends international relations theory in light of the revolutionary events of past
years. The contributors demonstrate how theoretical constructs did not anticipate Soviet foreign
policies that led to the end of the Cold War.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: The Proliferation Puzzle Zachary S. Davis,
Benjamin Frankel, 2020-12-01 Originally published in 1993, this volume was unique in its scope and
approach: Unlike most literature on nuclear weapons proliferation at the time, the essays in this
volume offer theoretical discussions and suggest testable hypotheses about the causes and effects of
nuclear weapons proliferation. The proliferation of nuclear weapons is an ideal subject for social
science scholarship, and such scholarship is especially timely now. Among the topics discussed in
The Proliferation Puzzle are: The building of nuclear weapons is a complex task touching upon many
of the subjects of study at the core of social science and international relations. Nuclear weapons
may be acquired as a hedge against external threat, for reasons of national prestige, or as a result of
pressures by domestic coalitions among scientists, bureaucrats, and the military. They may be
sought for defensive purposes or to support hegemonic aspirations. Nuclear weapons also raise
questions about civilian command and control, especially in crisis situations. During the last two
decades the acquisition of nuclear weapons has been proscribed by the non-proliferation regime.
The decisions countries made about acquiring these weapons and the manner they chose to build
them serve as a test of the efficacy of this particular regime, and of international regimes more
generally. Nuclear weapons were introduced at the time bipolarity became the international order.
As the world moves away from bipolarity, there is a need to answer questions such as: What would
be the effect of nuclear weapons in a multipolar order? How will the spread of nuclear weapons
affect the distribution of capabilities among states? If nuclear weapons spread to additional
countries, will they enhance stability or exacerbate instability? Can the spread of these weapons be
managed or controlled? This book brings together scholars from different schools within




international relations and the social sciences to address the question of why nuclear weapons
spread. A disciplined, rigorous examination of proliferation is important not only for scholarship but
also for informed policymaking. The purpose of social science is to formulate hypotheses and devise
theories that advance our understanding of society and aid in the fashioning of enlightened policy.
The essays in this volume show how explicit hypotheses about the causes and consequences of
nuclear weapons proliferation provide a deeper understanding of the problem and suggest specific,
theory-informed policy recommendations.

robert gilpin war and change in world politics: Realism and Institutionalism in
International Studies Michael Brecher, Frank P. Harvey, 2009-12-11 Realism and Institutionalism
in International Studies represents a unique collection of original essays by foremost scholars in the
field of International Studies. Six essays advocate, critique, or revise Realism, the theoretical
paradigm that explains international politics by emphasizing security competition and war among
states. The remaining four essays address Institutionalism, the paradigm that offers explanations for
the formation, maintenance, variation, and significance of international institutions. The authors
reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of these approaches and suggest research agendas for the
future. Together, this volume provides an accessible and wide-ranging survey of the issues
concerning two major paradigms in International Studies. This volume will be of interest to scholars
and students alike and will undoubtedly determine the shape of future research.
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