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Japanese the Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden: An In-Depth Exploration

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden is more than just a
textbook title; it represents a groundbreaking approach to mastering the
intricacies of spoken Japanese. For decades, Eleanor Harz Jorden’s work has
been a staple in the study of Japanese linguistics, especially for those who
want to develop authentic conversational skills. Her unique methodology and
detailed explanations have made this book a favorite among language learners
and educators alike.

If you've ever struggled with the nuances of Japanese pronunciation,
intonation, or conversational flow, “Japanese the Spoken Language” offers
insights that go beyond standard grammar drills. This article delves into
what makes this resource so invaluable, the teaching philosophy behind it,
and how it stands apart in the landscape of Japanese language learning
materials.

The Legacy of Eleanor Harz Jorden in Japanese
Language Education

Eleanor Harz Jorden was not just an author but a pioneering linguist who
dedicated her career to making Japanese accessible to Western learners. Her
approach was innovative for its time, focusing heavily on spoken language,
which was often overlooked in favor of reading and writing in traditional
Japanese textbooks.

Why Focus on Spoken Japanese?

Most language programs emphasize reading kanji and mastering grammar rules,
which are undeniably important. However, Jorden recognized that fluency
requires more than just textbook knowledge; it hinges on speaking and
understanding spoken Japanese in real-life contexts.

Her book, “Japanese the Spoken Language,” is structured to prioritize:
- Pronunciation accuracy

- Natural intonation patterns

- Practical conversational phrases

- Listening comprehension skills

This focus helps learners avoid common pitfalls such as monotone speech or



unnatural phrasing, which can hinder communication despite grammatical
correctness.

Understanding the Structure of Japanese the
Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden

One of the most distinctive features of Jorden’s book is its systematic
breakdown of the spoken language. Unlike conventional textbooks that start
with vocabulary lists and grammar explanations, this book begins with
phonetics and the mechanics of speech.

Phonetics and Intonation

Japanese is a pitch-accent language, which means the tone or pitch with which
words are spoken can change their meaning. Jorden’s detailed analysis of
pitch accent helps learners grasp this subtle but crucial aspect of
pronunciation.

For example, she explains how the word “hashi” can mean either “bridge” or
“chopsticks” depending on the pitch accent. This type of precision is
invaluable for avoiding misunderstandings in conversation.

Sentence Structure and Conversational Flow

In addition to phonetics, the book carefully guides learners through the
natural rhythm of Japanese sentences. It covers essential conversational
elements such as:

- Particle usage to indicate topic and emphasis
- Politeness levels in everyday speech
- Common sentence-ending particles that convey emotion or uncertainty

This thorough approach encourages learners to think like native speakers
rather than just memorize rigid grammar rules.

Practical Applications for Language Learners

If you're learning Japanese, you might wonder how “Japanese the Spoken
Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden” fits into your study routine. Here are some
practical ways to leverage the book’s strengths.



Enhancing Pronunciation and Listening Skills

Many learners struggle with understanding native speakers because they
haven’t been trained to recognize pitch accent or natural intonation. By
working through Jorden’s phonetic exercises, you can train your ear and your
mouth to produce more authentic sounds.

Listening alongside reading the book’s dialogues also sharpens your ability
to catch subtle differences in tone, which improves overall comprehension.

Building Conversational Confidence

The book’s emphasis on real-life conversational patterns helps learners move
beyond textbook sentences that might sound stiff or unnatural. Practicing
with the dialogues and drills encourages you to use Japanese in everyday
scenarios, from casual chats to polite formal conversations.

Complementing Other Learning Materials

While “Japanese the Spoken Language” is comprehensive, pairing it with other
resources can provide a well-rounded education. For instance:

- Use kanji-focused books to build reading skills
- Employ apps or language exchange partners for speaking practice
- Listen to Japanese media to observe natural speech in context

Together, these tools create a balanced approach that nurtures all facets of
language acquisition.

Why Japanese the Spoken Language by Eleanor
Harz Jorden Remains Relevant Today

In an era dominated by apps and online courses, traditional textbooks
sometimes get overlooked. Yet, Jorden’s work retains its importance because
it addresses foundational aspects of language that technology alone can’t
fully teach.

Timeless Teaching Techniques

Her methodical breakdown of phonetic rules and conversational structure
provides clarity and depth that many modern resources lack. The book’s focus
on speaking and listening is particularly valuable for learners aiming for



true fluency rather than just passing exams.

Supporting Academic and Professional Goals

For students pursuing Japanese linguistics or careers requiring high-level
language proficiency, “Japanese the Spoken Language” offers rigorous
training. Its detailed analysis of syntax and phonology serves as a solid
academic foundation.

Similarly, professionals working in translation, interpretation, or cross-

cultural communication benefit from the nuanced understanding of spoken
Japanese that Jorden’s book fosters.

Tips for Making the Most Out of Japanese the
Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden

If you decide to study with this book, here are some tips to maximize your
learning experience:

1. Practice Aloud Regularly: Don’t just read silently. Speak the phrases
and sentences to internalize pronunciation and rhythm.

2. Record Yourself: Listening to your own speech helps identify areas for
improvement, especially pitch and intonation.

3. Use Supplementary Audio: Whenever possible, pair the book with audio
recordings of native speakers to model natural speech patterns.

4. Focus on Comprehension: Spend time understanding why certain particles
or sentence endings are used in conversations, not just memorizing them.

5. Integrate with Conversation Practice: Apply what you learn by speaking
with native speakers or tutors to build confidence and fluency.

These strategies help transform the book’s theoretical knowledge into
practical communication skills.

Exploring the Impact on Japanese Language
Pedagogy

Eleanor Harz Jorden’s work has influenced how Japanese is taught worldwide.



Before her book, many courses emphasized rote memorization and written
language. Her insistence on spoken language study shifted educational
priorities.

From Classroom to Real-World Communication

The focus on authentic spoken Japanese prepares learners for real-life
interactions rather than just academic exercises. This pedagogical shift
encourages immersive and conversational learning styles, which are
increasingly popular today.

Influence on Modern Language Resources

Many contemporary Japanese learning apps and textbooks now incorporate
elements pioneered by Jorden, such as pitch accent training and natural
dialogue examples. Her legacy lives on in the way educators design curriculum
to balance grammar, vocabulary, and spoken fluency.

For anyone serious about mastering Japanese, “Japanese the Spoken Language by
Eleanor Harz Jorden” remains a valuable resource. It invites learners to
engage deeply with the sounds and rhythms of the language, fostering a more
natural and confident speaking ability. Whether you’re a beginner or an
advanced student, revisiting this classic can enrich your understanding and
appreciation of Japanese as a living, spoken language.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Japanese: The Spoken
Language' by Eleanor Harz Jorden?

The main focus of 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' is to teach spoken Japanese
through a unique approach that emphasizes spoken communication and the use of
the Japanese pitch accent system.

How does 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' differ from
other Japanese language textbhooks?

'Japanese: The Spoken Language' differs by prioritizing spoken language
skills over written Japanese, using romanization initially, and focusing
heavily on pitch accent and intonation to develop natural-sounding speech.



Who is the target audience for 'Japanese: The Spoken
Language'?

The book is primarily aimed at serious students of Japanese who want to build
a strong foundation in spoken Japanese, including university students and
self-learners interested in mastering pronunciation and conversational
skills.

Does 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' include kanji
and kana?

Initially, the book uses romanization to help learners focus on pronunciation
and spoken skills, introducing kana and kanji gradually in later volumes to
build reading proficiency alongside speaking.

What teaching method is used in 'Japanese: The
Spoken Language'?

The teaching method emphasizes listening and repeating through drills and
dialogues, with a strong focus on pitch accent, rhythm, and natural
intonation patterns to develop authentic spoken Japanese.

Is 'Japanese: The Spoken Language' suitable for
beginners with no prior knowledge of Japanese?

Yes, it is suitable for beginners as it starts with basic spoken language
concepts and gradually builds up complexity, although its rigorous approach
may require a serious commitment to practice and study.

Are there supplementary materials available for
'Japanese: The Spoken Language'?

Yes, there are supplementary materials including audio recordings and
instructor's manuals that accompany the textbook, which are essential for
mastering the listening and pronunciation components.

Additional Resources

Japanese the Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden: An Analytical Review

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden stands as a seminal work
in the realm of Japanese language education, particularly for learners aiming
to master spoken Japanese in a structured and comprehensive manner. This
book, authored by Eleanor Harz Jorden, has long been regarded as a critical
resource for linguists, educators, and students who seek deeper insights into
the intricacies of Japanese phonetics, grammar, and practical communication.



Through a detailed examination of this text, it becomes apparent why it
continues to influence Japanese language pedagogy decades after its initial
publication.

In-depth Analysis of Japanese the Spoken
Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden

Eleanor Harz Jorden’s approach in Japanese the Spoken Language is distinctive
for its focus on spoken fluency rather than solely on reading and writing
skills. Unlike many traditional Japanese textbooks that prioritize kanji and
written language mastery, this work emphasizes oral communication,
intonation, and conversational patterns. This orientation makes it
particularly valuable for learners who aspire to real-world proficiency,
especially in contexts where spoken interaction is paramount.

One of the defining features of this book is its meticulous breakdown of
Japanese phonology and intonation patterns. Jorden’s expertise as a linguist
is evident in her detailed explanations of pitch accent—a concept often
overlooked or superficially treated in other language materials. The book
includes extensive charts, audio examples, and exercises that train learners
to recognize and reproduce the subtle tonal variations essential for natural
Japanese speech.

Additionally, the grammar framework presented in Japanese the Spoken Language
diverges from conventional textbooks by integrating grammar lessons directly
with spoken practice. Jorden introduces grammatical structures in the context
of dialogues and situational conversations, which helps to internalize
patterns as they would naturally occur in daily communication. This approach
aligns with modern communicative language teaching principles, fostering a
more intuitive grasp of the language.

Comparison with Other Japanese Language Textbooks

When compared with other popular Japanese language textbooks such as Genki or
Minna no Nihongo, Japanese the Spoken Language offers a more linguistically
rigorous and pronunciation-focused methodology. While Genki and Minna no
Nihongo provide comprehensive introductions to kanji, vocabulary, and grammar
suitable for beginners, they often lack the depth of phonetic instruction
found in Jorden’s work.

Moreover, Japanese the Spoken Language is less about rote memorization and
more about understanding the mechanics behind the language. This makes it
invaluable for advanced learners or educators seeking a scholarly resource.
However, this academic rigor can also be a double-edged sword; some beginners
might find the material dense or challenging without supplementary
conversational practice.



Core Features and Pedagogical Strengths

e Focus on Pitch Accent and Intonation: The book’s in-depth treatment of
pitch accent aids learners in sounding more native-like, a feature often
neglected in other language courses.

e Integrated Grammar and Conversation: Grammar points are introduced
through practical dialogues that reflect real-life speech patterns.

e Comprehensive Phonetic Explanation: Clear guidance on the articulation
of Japanese sounds, including subtle vowel and consonant distinctions.

e Audio Supplementation: Accompanying audio materials provide necessary
practice for listening and pronunciation skills.

* Emphasis on Oral Proficiency: Prioritizes spoken language over written
forms, suitable for learners focusing on communication.

These strengths establish Japanese the Spoken Language as a unique resource
that bridges the gap between linguistic theory and applied learning. The
book’s detailed approach to spoken Japanese makes it especially relevant for
language instructors who wish to incorporate pronunciation and intonation
into their curriculum.

Potential Drawbacks and Considerations

While Eleanor Harz Jorden’s work is highly respected, potential learners
should be aware of certain limitations:

e Complexity for Beginners: The linguistic terminology and detailed
phonetic descriptions may overwhelm absolute beginners without prior
exposure.

e Limited Focus on Writing Systems: The book does not extensively cover
kanji or kana, which are essential for complete literacy in Japanese.

e Qutdated Examples: Published originally decades ago, some cultural
references and conversational contexts may feel dated to contemporary
learners.

Despite these considerations, the book’s focus on spoken proficiency remains
unmatched, especially for learners who prioritize developing listening and
speaking skills over reading and writing.



Why Japanese the Spoken Language by Eleanor
Harz Jorden Remains Relevant

In the evolving landscape of Japanese language education, where digital apps
and interactive platforms dominate, the foundational principles outlined in
Japanese the Spoken Language continue to hold significance. The book’s
analytical approach to spoken Japanese complements modern teaching methods by
providing a solid linguistic foundation that technology-driven tools
sometimes overlook.

Furthermore, the emphasis on pitch accent and natural intonation equips
learners with a nuanced understanding that is essential for authentic
communication. These elements are crucial for avoiding misunderstandings and
achieving fluency, especially in professional or academic settings where
precise language use is valued.

Educators often recommend this text alongside more contemporary materials to
provide students with a balanced learning experience. By integrating Jorden’s
insights with interactive practice, learners can achieve a well-rounded
command of spoken Japanese.

Impact on Japanese Language Pedagogy

Eleanor Harz Jorden’s contribution extends beyond this single textbook. Her
work helped shift Japanese language teaching towards a greater appreciation
of spoken language nuances. Many modern curricula and language courses now
incorporate pitch accent training and spoken grammar drills, reflecting the
influence of Japanese the Spoken Language.

Moreover, the book serves as a reference point for linguistic research on
Japanese phonetics and second language acquisition. Scholars often cite it

when discussing effective strategies for teaching the spoken aspects of
Japanese, further cementing its academic importance.

Target Audience and Ideal Use Cases

Japanese the Spoken Language is best suited for:
1. Intermediate and advanced learners seeking to refine pronunciation and
conversational skills.

2. Language instructors looking for detailed linguistic resources to
enhance teaching materials.

3. Linguistics students interested in Japanese phonetics and prosody.



4. Self-study learners committed to mastering spoken Japanese beyond basic
grammar and vocabulary.

For beginners, pairing this book with more introductory texts that cover
writing and vocabulary basics is advisable. For more seasoned students, it
offers depth and precision that can elevate spoken proficiency to a higher
level.

The book’s structured yet comprehensive approach makes it a valuable addition
to any serious learner’s library, especially those who value accuracy and
authenticity in spoken Japanese.

By integrating Japanese the Spoken Language by Eleanor Harz Jorden into their
study routine, learners can gain a sophisticated understanding of the
mechanics behind natural speech, setting a strong foundation for effective
communication in Japanese-speaking environments.

Japanese The Spoken Language By Eleanor Harz Jorden

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese, the Spoken Language
Eleanor Harz Jorden, Mari Noda, 1987 This supplement to Japanese: The Spoken Languages (JSL),
Part I, has been prepared to guide the instructor and the student step-by-step through the
explanations of structure that are found in the main textbook. The question-and-answer format
makes the material easier to follow by providing the questions that should be asked and the accurate
answers to them. Meticulously prepared, this supplement makes the sections on structural patterns
in JSL much simpler to use.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese Eleanor Harz Jorden,
1988-06-01 This three-volume textbook stresses Japanese as it is spoken today in Japan. Jordan has
introduced the language in a totally systematic fashion and in manageable segments, so that
students who have mastered the material in the book can handle the spoken language with
considerable facility.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese - The Spoken Language
Eleanor Harz Jorden, Mari Noda, Setsuko Soga, 1990-06 Japanese: The Spoken Language has been
written by Eleanor Harz Jorden, with collaboration by Mari Noda, to replace her widely used
Beginning Japanese in introductory and intermediate courses. Extensive changes and innovations
are incorporated into this three-volume textbook to improve it as a teaching tool. Stressing Japanese
as it is spoken today in Japan, the books introduce the language in a totally systematic fashion and in
manageable segments, so that students who have mastered the full thirty lessons can handle the
spoken language with considerable facility. The core conversations--all brief and natural--cover
situations in which foreigners typically find themselves interacting with Japanese. They include
topics ranging from asking directions and ordering a meal to more challenging discussions on how
to refuse, criticize, disagree, and complain. Hundreds of drills--incorporating thousands of
exchanges--are all in a response format, so that each exchange constitutes a mini-conversation.
Explanations, presented in the detail and depth that a newcomer to the Japanese language urgently
requires, offers not only linguistic analysis but also careful descriptions of how the language is used
within Japanese society. They include such important topics as hierarchy, in-group/out-group
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differentiation, and avoidance of confrontation. Supplementary material provides outlines for the
utilization of what has been introduced, check-ups on structure, and comprehension checks based on
accompanying audiotapes.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese , 1990

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese - The Spoken Language
Eleanor Harz Jorden, Mari Noda, Tetsuya Kusumoto, 1988 This three-volume textbook stresses
Japanese as it is spoken today in Japan. Jordan has introduced the language in a totally systematic
fashion and in manageable segments, so that students who have mastered the material in the book
can handle the spoken language with considerable facility.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese , 1990

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese: The Written Language,
Eleanor Jorden, Mari Noda, 2004-11-01 Eleanor Harz Jorden and Mari Noda, authors of the widely
used language textbook Japanese: The Spoken Language, now offer the first volume of the much
anticipated companion to it, Japanese: The Written Language. This new series is designed to enable
the learner of Japanese to establish a solid foundation for communicating with the Japanese through
the written language. It is arranged so that each lesson coordinates with the lesson in Japanese: The
Spoken Language of the same number. This first volume, devoted exclusively to the katakana
syllabary, which is used to represent loanwords in Japanese, provides the most comprehensive
pedagogical treatment of the subject available today. Audio files and flash cards are available from
the web, and a workbook is available for separate purchase.For more information, please visit
www.yalebooks.com/jwlEleanor Harz Jorden is the Mary Donlon Alger Professor of Linguistics,
Emerita, Cornell University. Mari Noda is associate professor of Japanese, Department of East Asian
Languages and Literatures, The Ohio State University.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Spoken Japanese Bernard Bloch,
Eleanor Harz Jorden, 1972

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese: the Spoken Language
Eleanor Harz Jorden, 1994

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese Eleanor Harz Jorden, 1988

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Reading Japanese Eleanor Harz
Jorden, Hamako Ito Chaplin, 1976 This text presents a thorough introduction to the modern written
language of Japan. It introduces 425 kanji characters.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: The Sounds of Japanese with
Audio CD Timothy J. Vance, 2008-10-30 This introduction to the sounds of Japanese is designed for
English-speaking students with no prior knowledge of the language, and includes an audio CD which
demonstrates the sounds and pronunciation described. An invaluable resource for students of
Japanese wishing to improve their pronunciation, as well as those studying Japanese linguistics.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese Eleanor Harz Jorden, Mari
Noda, 2005-03-01 This book is a companion to Japanese: the spoken language and reading Japanese
(3 pts. each 3 vols) ... Students will be introduced to katakana, hiragana, and basic Chinese
characters over the course of all 3 parts.--Publisher supplied.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Irregular Phonological Marking of
Japanese Compounds Timothy J. Vance, 2022-05-09 Benjamin Smith Lyman (1835-1920) was an
American geologist and mining engineer who worked for the Japanese government as a foreign
expert in the 1870s. He is famous among linguists for an article about a set of Japanese
morphophonemic alternations known as rendaku (sometimes translated as “sequential voicing”).
Lyman published this article in 1894, several years after he returned to the United States, and it
contains a version of what linguists today call Lyman’s Law. This book includes a brief biography of
Lyman and explains how an amateur linguist was able to make such a lasting contribution to the
field. It also reproduces Lyman’s 1894 article as well as his earlier article on the pronunciation
system of Japanese, each followed by extensive commentary. In addition, it offers an English
translation of a thorough critique of Lyman’s 1894 article, published in 1910 by the prominent



Japanese linguist Ogura Shinpei. Lyman’s work on rendaku included much more than just Lyman’s
Law, and the final chapter of this book assesses all his proposals from the standpoint of a modern
researcher.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Handbook of Japanese Syntax
Masayoshi Shibatani, Shigeru Miyagawa, Hisashi Noda, 2017-10-23 Studies of Japanese syntax have
played a central role in the long history of Japanese linguistics spanning more than 250 years in
Japan and abroad. More recently, Japanese has been among the languages most intensely studied
within modern linguistic theories such as Generative Grammar and Cognitive/Functional Linguistics
over the past fifty years. This volume presents a comprehensive survey of Japanese syntax from
these three research strands, namely studies based on the traditional research methods developed in
Japan, those from broader functional perspectives, and those couched in the generative linguistics
framework. The twenty-four studies contained in this volume are characterized by a detailed analysis
of a grammatical phenomenon with broader implications to general linguistics, making the volume
attractive to both specialists of Japanese and those interested in learning about the impact of
Japanese syntax to the general study of language. Each chapter is authored by a leading authority on
the topic. Broad issues covered include sentence types (declarative, imperative, etc.) and their
interactions with grammatical verbal categories (modality, polarity, politeness, etc.), grammatical
relations (topic, subject, etc.), transitivity, nominalizations, grammaticalization, word order (subject,
scrambling, numeral quantifier, configurationality), case marking (ga/no conversion, morphology
and syntax), modification (adjectives, relative clause), and structure and interpretation (modality,
negation, prosody, ellipsis). Chapter titles Introduction Chapter 1. Basic structures of sentences and
grammatical categories, Yoshio Nitta, Kansai University of Foreign Studies Chapter 2: Transitivity,
Wesley Jacobsen, Harvard University Chapter 3: Topic and subject, Takashi Masuoka, Kobe City
University of Foreign Studies Chapter 4: Toritate: Focusing and defocusing of words, phrases, and
clauses, Hisashi Noda, National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics Chapter 5: The
layered structure of the sentence, Isao lori, Hitotsubashi University Chapter 6. Functional syntax,
Ken-Ichi Takami, Gakushuin University; and Susumu Kuno, Harvard University Chapter 7: Locative
alternation, Seizi Iwata, Osaka City University Chapter 8: Nominalizations, Masayoshi Shibatani,
Rice University Chapter 9: The morphosyntax of grammaticalization, Heiko Narrog, Tohoku
University Chapter 10: Modality, Nobuko Hasegawa, Kanda University of International Studies
Chapter 11: The passive voice, Tomoko Ishizuka, Tama University Chapter 12: Case marking, Hideki
Kishimoto, Kobe University Chapter 13: Interfacing syntax with sounds and meanings, Yoshihisa
Kitagawa, Indiana University Chapter 14: Subject, Masatoshi Koizumi, Tohoku University Chapter
15: Numeral quantifiers, Shigeru Miyagawa, MIT Chapter 16: Relative clauses, Yoichi Miyamoto,
Osaka University Chapter 17: Expressions that contain negation, Nobuaki Nishioka, Kyushu
University Chapter 18: Ga/No conversion, Masao Ochi, Osaka University Chapter 19: Ellipsis,
Mamoru Saito, Nanzan University Chapter 20: Syntax and argument structure, Natsuko Tsujimura,
Indiana University Chapter 21: Attributive modification, Akira Watanabe, University of Tokyo
Chapter 22: Scrambling, Noriko Yoshimura, Shizuoka Prefectural University

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese: the Written Language
Eleanor Harz Jorden, 2005 This book is a companion to Japanese: the spoken language and reading
Japanese (3 pts. each 3 vols) ... Students will be introduced to katakana, hiragana, and basic Chinese
characters over the course of all 3 parts. This book (pt. 1, v. 1) has an accompanying workbook ...
plus flashcards & audio material--Publisher supplied.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: User's Guide to Japanese Mari
Noda, 1998 This interactive CD-ROM program is a powerful tool for beginning learners of Japanese.
It is based on the popular textbook Japanese: The Spoken Language, Part I (Yale University Press,
1987). The two-disc set -- available in Macintosh and PC formats -- reflects JSL's sound methodology
and, in a rich multimedia environment, complements the textbook with an innovative, interactive,
and user-friendly design. It contains 125 Core Conversation video clips, activities for practice in
context, helpful explanations about language and culture, and tools for student review and




assessment, with native conversation models throughout. Whether used in the classroom or for
self-study, the CD-ROM program helps students to communicate successfully in Japanese and makes
learning both enjoyable and rewarding. A User's Guide, included with the CD-ROMs (and also sold
separately), offers clear, concise instructions for the program's most effective use. In addition, it
provides comprehensive guidance for learners of Japanese and answers to some of their commonly
asked questions. A Faculty Guide is also available to help instructors incorporate into their curricula
the components of Japanese: The Spoken Language, Multimedia Collection -- a grouping of new and
previously published text, audio, video, and CD-ROM materials that together form a complete
package for learning and teaching spoken Japanese at the beginning level.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese Eleanor Harz Jorden, 1987

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Japanese Discourse Markers Noriko
O. Onodera, 2004-12-23 This book is one of the pioneering historical pragmatic studies of Japanese.
It closely illustrates the usage and contributions of some Japanese discourse markers, and reveals
their developmental history. The section on Synchronic Analysis explores the previously
uninvestigated functions of some discourse markers used in Present Day Japanese. Moment by
moment in on-going conversations, where culturally rigidly-defined interactional norms are highly
valued, a specific marker is chosen and used by the speakers as their strategy, based on their quite
subjective judgment. The section on Diachronic Analysis then demonstrates chronologically how the
meanings and forms of the same markers have come into being. Results include some noticeable
changes related to the strengthened intersubjectivity. This multi-dimensional study also discusses
the relevance of findings to typological characteristics and productivity. Consideration is further
given to why certain expressions (rather than others) become discourse markers and independent
forms in Japanese.

japanese the spoken language by eleanor harz jorden: Discourse Across Languages and
Cultures Carol Lynn Moder, Aida Martinovic-Zic, 2004-08-31 This volume brings together for the
first time research by linguists working in cross-linguistic discourse analysis and by second language
researchers working in the contrastive rhetoric tradition. The collection of articles by prominent
authors and younger scholars encompasses a variety of research approaches and treats numerous
naturally-occurring spoken and written genres, including conversations, narratives, academic
expository writing, journalism, advertising, and professional promotional texts. Languages examined
include English, Spanish, French, Brazilian Portuguese, Korean, Japanese, Chinese, Hebrew, Urdu,
Dutch, Turkish and Serbo-Croatian. Taken individually and collectively, the articles in this collection
draw important conclusions concerning the roles of cognition, multilingualism, communities of
practice, and linguistic typology in shaping discourse within and across cultures.
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