intensity dean koontz

**Intensity Dean Koontz: A Deep Dive into the Thrilling Novel**

intensity dean koontz is often mentioned among the most gripping psychological thrillers in modern
literature. This novel, penned by the prolific author Dean Koontz, has captivated readers worldwide with
its relentless pace, intense suspense, and complex characters. If you’ve ever wondered what makes
"Intensity” stand out in Koontz’s vast catalog of works, or why it continues to be a favorite for fans of
thriller and suspense fiction, this article will offer a comprehensive look into the novel’s themes, plot, and

lasting impact.

Understanding the Essence of Intensity by Dean Koontz

Dean Koontz is renowned for weaving elements of horror, suspense, and mystery into his novels, but
"Intensity” is often cited as one of his most unyielding and adrenaline-pumping works. The story pushes

readers to the edge, enveloping them in a high-stakes narrative where danger looms constantly.

What Sets Intensity Apart?

Unlike many thrillers that build tension gradually, "Intensity" delivers relentless suspense from the very
first page. The novel’s protagonist, Chyna Shepherd, is a strong and intelligent woman who finds herself
trapped in a life-or-death struggle against a cold-blooded killer named Edgler Vess. The story is told almost
entirely from Chyna’s perspective, which adds an intimate feel to the narrative and heightens the

emotional stakes.

Koontz’s writing style in "Intensity” is notable for its fast pacing and vivid descriptions. He masterfully
balances the psychological horror with moments of hope and human connection, which makes the novel

more than just a chase story—it’s a deep exploration of courage and resilience.

Exploring the Themes in Intensity Dean Koontz

The novel dives into several compelling themes that resonate with readers beyond the thriller genre.



The Battle Between Good and Evil

At its core, "Intensity” dramatizes the timeless conflict between good and evil. Edgler Vess embodies pure
malevolence, a calculating and brutal antagonist whose presence instills fear. On the other hand, Chyna
represents tenacity and the human spirit’s refusal to succumb to darkness. Koontz doesn’t shy away from

showing how evil can manifest in terrifying ways but also highlights the strength it takes to confront it.

The Power of Human Will

One of the most inspiring aspects of "Intensity" is its portrayal of the protagonist’s willpower. Chyna has
faced trauma in her past, but instead of being broken by it, she channels her strength into survival and
protecting others. This theme makes the novel relatable and motivational, reminding readers that even in

the direst circumstances, inner strength can shine through.

Psychological Suspense and Fear

Dean Koontz expertly taps into the psychological aspects of fear. Instead of relying solely on graphic
violence, "Intensity” explores how terror affects the mind, making the reader feel the protagonist’s anxiety
and determination. This psychological depth is one reason why many fans consider this novel a standout in

the thriller genre.

The Plot and Characters: A Closer Look

Understanding the plot and characters can deepen appreciation for "Intensity” and the way Koontz crafts his

story.

Plot Overview

The narrative begins with Chyna Shepherd visiting a friend’s family in California. What starts as a peaceful
visit quickly turns into a nightmare when Edgler Vess invades the home, killing everyone except Chyna.
From this point forward, the novel turns into a tense cat-and-mouse game as Chyna tries to escape and stop

Vess before he can harm more people.

What makes the plot compelling is that Koontz doesn’t allow any moments of true safety. The suspense

feels unrelenting, and readers are compelled to keep turning pages to see what happens next.



Character Profiles

¢ Chyna Shepherd: A college student with a traumatic past, Chyna is resourceful, brave, and fiercely

protective. Her intelligence and emotional depth make her a standout heroine in the thriller genre.
e Edgler Vess: The antagonist, a serial killer with a chilling lack of empathy. His calculated and
ruthless nature makes him a terrifying figure, yet Koontz gives him enough complexity to avoid

making him a one-dimensional villain.

¢ Supporting Characters: While many supporting characters meet tragic fates, those moments heighten

the stakes and reinforce Chyna’s urgency to survive.

Why Intensity Dean Koontz Resonates with Readers

There are several reasons why "Intensity" has remained a beloved novel among fans of suspense and

thriller literature.

The Relatability of the Protagonist

Chyna is not a superhero with superpowers; she is a relatable character who relies on her wits and
determination. Readers often find themselves rooting for her because she represents an everyperson’s fight

against overwhelming odds.

Unmatched Pacing and Suspense

Koontz keeps the momentum going throughout the novel, which makes it difficult to put down. The

tension is sustained without feeling forced, a delicate balance that many thriller writers struggle to achieve.

Masterful Use of Psychological Horror

By focusing on the psychological aspects of fear, Koontz creates a story that lingers in the reader’s mind
long after the last page. The way "Intensity" explores the effects of trauma and terror adds depth and

realism to the novel.



Tips for Readers Who Want to Dive Into Intensity

If you’re planning to read "Intensity," here are some insights to enhance your experience:

Prepare for a Fast-Paced Ride: The novel moves quickly, so be ready to immerse yourself fully

without distraction.

Focus on the Psychological Layers: Pay attention to how Koontz describes Chyna’s inner thoughts

and fears; this is where much of the novel’s power lies.

Reflect on the Themes: Beyond the thriller elements, consider how the story addresses resilience,

fear, and morality.

Enjoy the Character Development: Watch how Chyna grows stronger and more determined as the

story progresses, which adds emotional weight to the suspense.

Intensity in the Context of Dean Koontz’s Career

Dean Koontz has written over a hundred novels, spanning multiple genres, but "Intensity" holds a special
place in his body of work. It showcases his ability to innovate within the thriller genre by combining

intense action with psychological depth.
Many fans and critics regard "Intensity" as one of Koontz’s most accomplished works, highlighting his skill
at creating memorable characters who face extraordinary challenges. The novel also exemplifies his

signature style: blending horror elements with hope and humanity.

For readers new to Dean Koontz, "Intensity” serves as an excellent introduction to his writing style,

characterized by gripping plots and strong emotional undercurrents.

Exploring Adaptations and Cultural Impact

While "Intensity" has not yet been adapted into a major motion picture, its cinematic storytelling and vivid
scenes make it a prime candidate for film or television. Fans often discuss the potential for adaptations that

could bring Chyna’s harrowing journey to life on screen.

Moreover, "Intensity” has influenced many modern thriller writers who admire Koontz’s ability to



maintain suspense while developing deeply human characters. The novel’s reputation continues to grow in

online book communities and among thriller aficionados.

For anyone fascinated by psychological thrillers filled with suspense, action, and heart, "Intensity” by Dean
Koontz remains a must-read. Its exploration of the human spirit against unimaginable evil offers both chills

and inspiration, a combination that keeps readers coming back to this unforgettable novel time and again.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Intensity’' by Dean Koontz?

'Intensity’ follows the story of Chyna Shepherd, a young woman who survives a brutal home invasion by a
psychopathic killer. Determined to stop him from harming anyone else, she embarks on a tense and

dangerous pursuit, facing intense psychological and physical challenges.

When was 'Intensity’ by Dean Koontz first published?

'Intensity’ was first published in 1995 and quickly became one of Dean Koontz's most popular thriller

novels.

Is 'Intensity’ by Dean Koontz based on a true story?

No, 'Intensity’ is a work of fiction. While it features realistic psychological and thriller elements, the story

and characters are products of Dean Koontz's imagination.

What are the main themes explored in 'Intensity'?

The novel explores themes such as fear, survival, courage, the nature of evil, and the strength of the

human spirit when faced with extreme danger.

How does 'Intensity' compare to other Dean Koontz novels?

'Intensity’ is often considered one of Koontz's most suspenseful and gripping novels, noted for its fast pace

and psychological depth. It stands out for its relentless tension and strong female protagonist.

Has 'Intensity’ by Dean Koontz been adapted into a movie or TV series?

As of now, 'Intensity' has not been officially adapted into a movie or TV series, though it remains a popular

candidate for adaptation due to its cinematic storyline.



‘What makes the character Chyna Shepherd in 'Intensity' unique?

Chyna Shepherd is depicted as a highly intelligent, resourceful, and resilient young woman who
overcomes tremendous fear and trauma to confront a dangerous killer, making her a memorable and

empowering protagonist.

Where can I buy or read 'Intensity' by Dean Koontz?

'Intensity’ is widely available for purchase in bookstores and online retailers like Amazon. It can also be

found in digital formats such as eBooks and audiobooks on platforms like Kindle, Audible, and local libraries.

Additional Resources

Intensity Dean Koontz: A Deep Dive into the Thriller Phenomenon

intensity dean koontz stands as a remarkable entry in the prolific author's extensive bibliography,
showcasing his signature blend of suspense, psychological depth, and fast-paced narrative. Dean Koontz,
known for his ability to weave intricate plots with complex characters, delivers in "Intensity" a novel that
grips readers from the outset and holds them captive until the final page. This article explores the novel’s
themes, narrative style, character development, and its place within Koontz’s oeuvre, while providing an

analytical perspective on the factors that make "Intensity” a standout thriller.

Understanding the Core of Intensity

At its heart, "Intensity” is a psychological thriller that explores the limits of human endurance, courage, and
morality under extreme duress. Unlike Koontz’s more supernatural or science-fiction-inflected novels,
"Intensity” is grounded in raw, visceral human terror. The story follows Chyna Shepherd, a young woman
who becomes the target of a relentless serial killer. The narrative is unrelenting, with very little respite,

which is a deliberate stylistic choice to mirror the titular concept of intensity itself.

The novel’s relentless pacing is a defining feature. Koontz’s prose is sharp and economical, eschewing
excessive description for tight, focused action and internal monologues that reveal the protagonist’s

evolving psychological state. This approach amplifies the suspense and keeps the reader deeply engaged.

Plot and Structure

"Intensity” is structured almost like a high-tension thriller film, with multiple sequences of rising action
and near-escapes. The novel opens in media res, throwing the reader directly into the chilling encounter

between Chyna and the antagonist, Edgler Vess. This immediate immersion sets a tone of urgency and



danger that persists throughout the book.

Koontz’s use of alternating perspectives—primarily from Chyna’s point of view but with glimpses into
Vess’s twisted psyche—adds layers to the narrative. The contrast between the protagonist’s resilience and

the antagonist’s cold calculation heightens the emotional stakes.

Character Dynamics and Psychological Depth

One of the most compelling aspects of "intensity dean koontz" is the portrayal of its characters, particularly
the protagonist and antagonist. Chyna Shepherd is not a typical damsel in distress; she is portrayed as

intelligent, resourceful, and determined, challenging traditional gender roles often found in thriller novels.
Edgler Vess, the villain, is chillingly crafted. Koontz refrains from reducing him to a caricature of evil.
Instead, through subtle psychological insights, Vess is presented as a deeply disturbed individual, whose

motivations and behaviors are explored with clinical precision. This nuanced portrayal adds to the novel’s

psychological weight and complexity.

Thematic Explorations

Several themes run through "Intensity” that merit attention:
¢ Survival and Resilience: The core theme revolves around human survival instincts and the
resilience needed to overcome extreme adversity.

e Good vs. Evil: The novel presents a stark, almost primal confrontation between good and evil, but

with enough complexity to avoid simplistic moral binaries.

¢ Fear and Courage: Koontz delves deeply into the psychology of fear, showing not only how it can be

paralyzing but also a catalyst for courage.

These themes are woven seamlessly into the narrative, enriching the thriller elements with philosophical

undercurrents.



Comparative Analysis and Genre Placement

Within the landscape of modern thriller literature, "Intensity" occupies a unique position. While many
thrillers rely heavily on elaborate plots or supernatural elements, Dean Koontz’s novel is notable for its
pared-down focus on pure psychological terror.

When compared to other works by Koontz, "Intensity" is often cited as one of his most gripping and
unrelenting novels. Unlike series such as the Odd Thomas books, which incorporate elements of the
paranormal, "Intensity” is firmly grounded in realistic terror, making it accessible to a broader audience.
In the wider thriller genre, it aligns more closely with the works of authors like Patricia Highsmith or
Gillian Flynn, who explore psychological depth and moral ambiguity. However, Koontz’s optimistic

undertones and focus on human strength distinguish his work from the often nihilistic tones found in

similar novels.

Strengths and Limitations

Analyzing "intensity dean koontz" from a critical standpoint reveals several strengths:
¢ Relentless Pacing: The book’s fast pace maintains tension throughout, rarely allowing the reader a
moment of ease.

¢ Strong Female Protagonist: Chyna Shepherd’s character breaks away from stereotypes, providing a

fresh perspective in the thriller genre.

¢ Psychological Realism: The detailed exploration of fear and motivation adds depth to the narrative.

However, some critiques point to potential drawbacks:
¢ Intensity of Violence: The novel’s graphic nature may be off-putting to more sensitive readers.

¢ Limited Subplots: The tight focus on the main plot might feel somewhat narrow for readers seeking

broader storylines.

These aspects are worth considering for readers assessing whether the novel aligns with their preferences.



The Impact and Legacy of Intensity

Since its publication, "Intensity” has garnered a significant following and is frequently highlighted as a
quintessential Koontz thriller. Its influence is evident in how it has shaped reader expectations for

psychological suspense and character-driven narratives within the genre.

Moreover, "Intensity” has been adapted into a television movie, which speaks to its cinematic qualities and
enduring appeal. The novel’s ability to translate effectively to screen underscores its strong narrative

structure and compelling characters.
From an SEO perspective, "intensity dean koontz" continues to be a popular search term, reflecting ongoing
reader interest and the novel’s prominence in discussions about modern thrillers. Its combination of

psychological insight and adrenaline-fueled action makes it a subject of analysis among literary critics and

thriller enthusiasts alike.

Why Readers Return to Intensity

Several factors contribute to the novel’s lasting popularity:

1. Emotional Engagement: Readers often find themselves deeply invested in Chyna’s plight and root

for her survival.

2. Unpredictable Plot: The story’s twists and turns keep readers guessing, defying typical thriller

tropes.

3. Mastery of Suspense: Koontz’s skillful manipulation of suspense ensures a gripping reading

experience.

In summary, "intensity dean koontz" remains a benchmark for thrillers that prioritize psychological tension
and character complexity over gimmicks or formulaic storytelling. Its enduring relevance within Koontz’s

body of work and the thriller genre at large underscores its significance as a literary achievement.

Intensity Dean Koontz

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean Ray Koontz, 2000-10 Past midnight, Chyna Shepherd
gazes out a moonlit window, unable to sleep on her first night in the Napa Valley home of her best


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/intensity-dean-koontz.pdf

friend. Instinct proves reliable. A murderous sociopath has entered the house, intent on killing
everyone inside. And Chyna is the only one left to stop him. Updated dedicated Web site at
deankoontz.com.

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean Koontz, 2012-01-31 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Past midnight, Chyna Shepard, twenty-six, gazes out a moonlit window, unable to
sleep on her first night in the Napa Valley home of her best friend’s family. Instinct proves reliable.
A murderous sociopath, Edgler Foreman Vess, has entered the house, intent on killing everyone
inside. A self-proclaimed “homicidal adventurer,” Vess lives only to satisfy all appetites as they arise,
to immerse himself in sensation, to live without fear, remorse, or limits, to live with intensity. Chyna
is trapped in his deadly orbit. Chyna is a survivor, toughened by a lifelong struggle for safety and
self-respect. Now she will be tested as never before. At first her sole aim is to get out alive—until, by
chance, she learns the identity of Vess’s next intended victim, a faraway innocent only she can save.
Driven by a newly discovered thirst for meaning beyond mere self-preservation, Chyna musters
every inner resource she has to save an endangered girl . . . as moment by moment, the terrifying
threat of Edgler Foreman Vess intensifies.

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean Koontz, 2012-11-22 Who is his next victim? Terrifyingly
suspenseful, inventive and emotionally intricate, Intensity is a gripping novel from bestselling author
Dean Koontz. Perfect for fans of Stephen King and Richard Laymon. 'Tumbling, hallucinogenic
prose... The story does not move so much as rocket up the... gloomy highway with the reader in
violent pursuit' - The New York Times Edgler Vess is a sociopath intent on murder. He lives for one
purpose only: to satisfy all appetites as they arise, seeking ever more outrageous experience. To live
with intensity. When he attacks her friend, Laura, Chyna Shepherd is saved by the instincts
developed during a dark and turbulent childhood. Not knowing Laura is already dead, Chyna follows,
hoping to save her friend, as Vess carries her body to his motor home - a dungeon and morgue on
wheels. The killer, unaware of her presence, drives away. But Chyna is now trapped in his dangerous
orbit. Her sole aim is to get out alive, but when she learns the identity of the killer's next intended
victim, she knows she must act to save that precious life - and take risks beyond any that she ever
imagined she could endure. What readers are saying about Intensity: 'Intoxicating, and superbly
written' '[Dean Koontz] writes with style and imagination, and he maintains an electrifying,
emotional pace throughout the book: this is page-turning fiction at its dynamic best' 'Absolutely,
utterly brilliant'

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean Ray Koontz, Chris Carter, 1996

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean R. Koontz, 1999

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean Ray Koontz, 1996 A young woman witnesses the
murder of a family by a killer and undertakes to capture him. She is Chyna Sheperd, a California
psychology student staying at a friend's house when Edgler Vess, a homicidal adventurer, arrives for
a bit of fun. Chyna grabs a butcher's knife and hides in Vess' motor home where she finds more
bodies, sees Vess kill again en route, is forced to flee, follows him in a stolen car, slips inside his
house to find a girl prisoner--and becomes prisoner herself. By the author of Dark Rivers of the
Heart.

intensity dean koontz: Foucault Beyond Foucault Jeffrey Nealon, 2007-11-12 In Foucault
Beyond Foucault Jeffrey Nealon argues that critics have too hastily abandoned Foucault's mid-career
reflections on power, and offers a revisionist reading of the philosopher's middle and later works.
Retracing power's intensification in Foucault, Nealon argues that forms of political power remain
central to Foucault's concerns. He allows us to reread Foucault's own conceptual itinerary and, more
importantly, to think about how we might respond to the mutations of power that have taken place
since the philosopher's death in 1984. In this, the book stages an overdue encounter between
Foucault and post-Marxist economic history.

intensity dean koontz: The Rhetoric of Dean Koontz's Intensity Krista Michelle Wagner, 2008
This thesis examines the revision of eighteenth century gothic fiction by Dean Koontz's twentieth
century horror novel, Intensity. In particular, the novel invites Aristotelian rhetorical analysis




through the competing appeals staged by its antagonist, Vess, and its protagonist, Chyna.

intensity dean koontz: The Early Thrillers of Dean Koontz Gary Hoppenstand, Garyn G.
Roberts, 2023-04-20 Born into poverty with an abusive home life, Dean Koontz found a respite in
books. As he began a writing career in the late 1960s, Koontz began injecting the dark experiences
of his own life into his literature, and autobiography became a central thematic element of his
thrillers, science fiction and horror stories. Even Koontz's earliest pieces, like Star Quest and Demon
Seed, are tapestries of raw, varied and energetic storylines equally as worthy of examination as his
later popular novels. This compilation of essays examines the fiction of Dean Koontz, from his
earliest literary efforts in the 1960s and '70s to his emergence as a bestselling author of suspense.
Written by some of the top experts in popular culture studies, these essays will appeal to the many
fans of Dean Koontz's work, as well as to general readers of popular thrillers. It is the first study to
approach the evolution of major themes and intricacies in Koontz's early career as a bestselling
author.

intensity dean koontz: Dean Koontz Joan Kotker, 1996-08-13 One of the most prolific and
popular contemporary novelists, Dean Koontz has captivated both young and mature readers alike.
This critical companion examines his mature fiction, including his most popular recent novels,
Watchers, Lightning, Dark Rivers of the Heart, and Intensity. Its intention is to provide both
conventional and alternative readings so that students and readers who love Koontz's fiction can
develop their critical skills. Other novels examined in depth are Phantoms, Strangers, IMidnight,
~IThe Bad Place, and Mr. Murder. Seven other Dean Koontz novels are examined in comparison to
these as well. A biographical chapter sketches Dean Koontz's background and suggests ways in
which growing up as the child of an abusive alcoholic has affected his work. A chapter on genre
shows that Koontz combines elements from a number of genres in his writing and that his novels are
moving in the direction of mainstream fiction. Kotker's discussion of Koontz's increasingly somber
world view shows him to be a writer deeply concerned with issues of individual freedom. Each
chapter deals with one novel in depth while making comparisons to other novels in his canon. Plot,
character development, setting, point of view, and thematic issues are discussed for each novel.
Kotker also examines each novel from an alternative critical approach, providing the reader with an
additional perspective. Because of its easy-to-use format and thorough critical approach, this book
will be a key purchase for school and public libraries whose students and patrons read Dean Koontz.

intensity dean koontz: Dark Rivers of the Heart Dean Ray Koontz, 1994 A man and woman
find themselves fleeing the long arm of a clandestine and increasingly powerful renegade
government agency.

intensity dean koontz: Plot & Structure (Write Great Fiction) James Scott Bell, 2004-10-06
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the difference between
plotting for commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise a plot or structure that's gone off
course? With Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure, you'll discover the answers to these questions
and more. Award-winning author James Scott Bell offers clear, concise information that will help you
create a believable and memorable plot, including: * Techniques for crafting strong beginnings,
middles, and ends ¢ Easy-to-understand plotting diagrams and charts ¢ Brainstorming techniques for
original plot ideas * Thought-provoking exercises at the end of each chapter ¢ Story structure
models and methods for all genres ¢ Tips and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with
plot examples from popular novels, comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on guidance,
Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you the skills you need to approach plot and structure
like an experienced pro.

intensity dean koontz: Epic Journey from Mediocrity to Greatness DR. DEBI PRASAD
ACHARJYA, 2024-11-26 Embark on a transformative journey from the ordinary to the extraordinary
with Epic Journey from Mediocrity to Greatness. This book serves as your personal guide through
the challenges and triumphs of self-discovery, inspired by the timeless wisdom of Joseph Campbell's
Hero’s Journey, and the insights of visionaries like Bob Proctor and Rhonda Byrne. Through a blend
of mythological narratives and practical advice, you will learn to frame your personal challenges



within a grand, heroic context, embracing the painful yet rewarding evolution necessary for
greatness. This is not just a book of theory; it is a call to action. You will explore the stages of the
Hero's Journey, apply them to your own life, and discover how to harness storytelling's power to
create a life narrative that resonates with purpose and fulfillment. But remember, the journey is
yours alone. The insights offered here are guides, not guarantees. Your commitment to personal
growth and willingness to confront your fears will determine your success. For those ready to
challenge mediocrity and embrace their potential, this book is a roadmap to greatness. Are you
prepared to take the first step?

intensity dean koontz: Intensity Dean R. Koontz, 1996

intensity dean koontz: American Horror Writers Bob Madison, 2001 This book profiles ten
American horror writers, including Edgar Allan Poe, Ambrose Bierce, H.P. Lovecraft, Robert Bloch,
Shirley Jackson, Rod Serling, and others.

intensity dean koontz: Alice Close Your Eyes Averil Dean, 2016-02-15 With haunting prose and
deft psychological insight, Averil Dean spins a chilling story that explores the dark corners of
obsession—love, pain and revenge. Ten years ago, someone ruined Alice Croft's life. Now, she has a
chance to right that wrong—and she thinks she's found the perfect man to carry out her plan. After
watching him for weeks, she breaks into Jack Calabrese's house to collect the evidence that will
confirm her hopes. When Jack comes home unexpectedly, Alice hides in the closet, fearing for her
life. But upon finding her, Jack is strangely calm, solicitous...and intrigued. That night is the start of
a dark and intense attraction, and soon Alice finds herself drawn into a labyrinth of terrifying
surrender to a man who is more dangerous than she could have ever imagined. As their relationship
spirals toward a breaking point, Alice starts to see just how deep Jack's secrets run—and how deadly
they could be. Crisply written, wickedly suspenseful....[Alice Close Your Eyes] reads like a dark,
sensual nightmare, and it is the reader who won't want to close her eyes until all of the book's
tantalizing secrets are finally revealed. Don't miss it. —David Bell, author of Never Come Back and
Cemetery Girl

intensity dean koontz: Dean Koontz Dean Koontz, 2001-10 Dark Rivers of The
Heart--Intensity--Sole Survivor.

intensity dean koontz: Celebrate 100 Steve Franklin, Lynn Peters Adler, 2013-07-01 A
thoroughly enthralling book that proves the truth of the adage, with age comes wisdom Based on
video recorded interviews and extensive surveys of more than 500 Centenarians, this unforgettable
book brings you into a world few human beings have ever known. What must it be like to have lived
an entire century—and not just any century, but one of the most fertile, productive, cataclysmic,
revolutionary hundred-year periods in the history of the human race? Imagine having navigated all
of life's personal milestones against the backdrop of the Jazz Age, the Great Depression, two World
Wars, the Space Age, the Digital Age, and 9/11; what stories you would have to tell! In their own
words, and with no small measure of good humor, these remarkable men and women tell their
stories and share their insights on life, business, making it and losing it, great sorrow and joy—and
having lived to tell the tale. Distills the wisdom and wit of 500 centenarians into six sections
covering the passage of time, career, money, time management, secrets of longevity, and capturing
and sharing wisdom Full of timeless advice, like Money cannot make you, but it can break you, with
anecdotes about savings, debt, and investing for the long-run—the really, really long run Based on
over 500 taped interviews and extensive questionnaire surveys developed and conducted by noted
experts Steve Franklin and Lynn Peters Adler

intensity dean koontz: Mass-Market Fiction and the Crisis of American Liberalism,
1972-2017 Michael J. Blouin, 2018-05-10 Mass-Market Fiction and the Crisis of American
Liberalism, 1972-2017 tracks the transformation of liberal thought in the contemporary United
States through the unique lens of the popular paperback. The book focuses on cultural shifts as they
appear in works written by some of the most widely-read authors of the last fifty years: the idea of
love within a New Economy (Danielle Steel), the role of government in scientific inquiry (Michael
Crichton), entangled political alliances and legacies in the aftermath of the 1960s (Tom Clancy), the



restructured corporation (John Grisham), and the blurred line between state and personal
empowerment (Dean Koontz). To address the current crisis, this book examines how the changed
character of American liberalism has been rendered legible for a mass audience.

intensity dean koontz: Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors Jerry Roberts,
2009-06-05 From live productions of the 1950s like Requiem for a Heavyweight to big budget
mini-series like Band of Brothers, long-form television programs have been helmed by some of the
most creative and accomplished names in directing. Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors brings
attention to the directors of these productions, citing every director of stand alone long-form
television programs: made for TV movies, movie-length pilots, mini-series, and feature-length
anthology programs, as well as drama, comedy, and musical specials of more than 60 minutes. Each
of the nearly 2,000 entries provides a brief career sketch of the director, his or her notable works,
awards, and a filmography. Many entries also provide brief discussions of key shows, movies, and
other productions. Appendixes include Emmy Awards, DGA Awards, and other accolades, as well as
a list of anthology programs. A much-needed reference that celebrates these often-neglected artists,
Encyclopedia of Television Film Directors is an indispensable resource for anyone interested in the
history of the medium.
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