how to write concrete poems

How to Write Concrete Poems: A Creative Guide to Shaping Meaning with Words

how to write concrete poems is an exciting journey into the intersection of visual art and poetry. Unlike
traditional poems that rely solely on words and rhythm, concrete poems use the physical layout of the
text to enhance or even convey meaning. The shape of the poem on the page becomes as important
as the words themselves. Whether you’re a seasoned poet or a curious beginner, exploring how to
write concrete poems opens up a world of creative possibilities where language and form blend

seamlessly.

Understanding the Essence of Concrete Poetry

Before diving into the practical steps of how to write concrete poems, it’s helpful to grasp what makes
them unique. Concrete poetry, sometimes called shape poetry, is a form where the visual arrangement
of text reflects the poem’s theme or subject. This means the poem’s structure visually mimics or

enhances the meaning behind the words.

The Relationship Between Form and Content

In concrete poetry, the layout isn’t just decorative—it’s integral. For example, a poem about a tree
might be arranged in the shape of a tree, with words forming the trunk, branches, and leaves. This
visual form amplifies the poem’s message, offering readers a multisensory experience. The shape

itself becomes part of the poem’s language, adding layers of interpretation.



Historical Context of Concrete Poetry

Concrete poetry has roots in early 20th-century avant-garde movements, such as Futurism and
Dadaism, where artists experimented with typography and visual elements. Poets like Guillaume
Apollinaire and later the Brazilian Noigandres group popularized the style. Today, concrete poetry

continues to evolve, especially with digital tools allowing more complex visual designs.

How to Write Concrete Poems: Getting Started

Writing concrete poems can seem daunting at first because it requires thinking beyond traditional lines
and stanzas. However, the process becomes manageable and enjoyable when broken down into clear

steps.

Choose a Clear Theme or Subject

Start by deciding what your poem will be about. Since the shape will reflect the theme, pick a subject
with a distinct, recognizable form. Common examples include animals, objects, natural elements, or
concepts that lend themselves well to visual representation. For instance, a poem about a heart, star,

or wave can be shaped accordingly.

Brainstorm Words and Phrases

Once you’ve settled on a theme, jot down words, phrases, and images related to it. These will form
the building blocks of your poem and help you decide how to arrange the text. Think about sensory

details, emotions, and metaphors that capture your subject’s essence.



Sketch Your Poem’s Shape

Before typing or writing, sketch a rough outline of the shape you want your poem to take. This doesn’t
have to be detailed—just a simple silhouette to guide your layout. This step helps you visualize how the

words will fit within the form and where to place emphasis.

Techniques for Crafting Effective Concrete Poems

Knowing how to write concrete poems effectively involves blending poetic devices with visual design

strategies. Here are some tips to enhance both the literary and artistic quality of your work.

Play with Typography and Spacing

Concrete poetry thrives on the creative use of typography. Experiment with font sizes, styles, and
spacing to create texture and highlight key words. For example, enlarging certain words can draw
attention and mimic aspects of the shape, such as bold, thick lines for a tree trunk or delicate, thin

lines for branches.

Use Line Breaks and Word Placement Deliberately

Unlike traditional poetry, where line breaks often follow rhythm or rhyme, concrete poems use line
breaks to contour the shape. Words may be stretched across the page, stacked vertically, or
positioned irregularly to form curves and edges. This deliberate placement adds visual interest and can

influence how the poem is read aloud or interpreted.



Combine Visual and Verbal Metaphors

To deepen the poem’s impact, intertwine the visual metaphor (the shape) with verbal metaphors in the
text. For example, a poem shaped like a flame might use words that evoke warmth, passion, or
transformation. This synergy enhances the reader’s engagement and makes the poem resonate on

multiple levels.

Tools and Materials for Creating Concrete Poems

While concrete poetry can be created with simple pen and paper, modern tools open up exciting

possibilities for experimenting with shapes and layouts.

Traditional Methods

Starting with pencil and paper allows you to draft your poem and experiment freely. You can write
words in different directions, use varying letter sizes, and even add hand-drawn embellishments. This
tactile approach fosters creativity and helps develop your understanding of spatial relationships in

poetry.

Digital Tools and Software

Programs like Microsoft Word, Adobe lllustrator, or free tools such as Canva and Google Docs can

help you manipulate text precisely. These tools allow you to:

¢ Adjust font styles and sizes easily



¢ Move words and letters around the canvas
* Create complex shapes with text wrapping

¢ Export your poem as an image or PDF for sharing

Digital platforms are especially useful if you want to produce polished, shareable concrete poems or

experiment with animated text layouts.

Examples and Inspiration for Aspiring Concrete Poets

Seeing examples of concrete poems in action can spark ideas and clarify how to write concrete poems

effectively.

Classic Examples

One famous concrete poem is “Easter Wings” by George Herbert, which is shaped like two bird wings
and uses the poem’s form to emphasize themes of rising and falling. Another is Apollinaire’s

“Calligrammes,” where the text forms images related to the poem’s subject.

Modern Creative Approaches

Contemporary poets often blend concrete poetry with digital art, creating interactive poems where the
shape changes or responds to user input. Others explore minimalism, using just a few words arranged

cleverly to suggest form and meaning.



Tips for Developing Your Own Style in Concrete Poetry

As you practice how to write concrete poems, keep these insights in mind to cultivate a unique voice

and style:

Experiment boldly: Don’t hesitate to try unconventional shapes or word placements. Concrete

poetry rewards innovation.

Balance readability with visual impact: Ensure your poem’s message isn’t lost in the shape. The

words should still communicate clearly.

Read aloud: Even though concrete poems are visual, hearing them can reveal rhythm, tone, and

emotional resonance.

Seek feedback: Sharing your poems with others can provide fresh perspectives and help refine

your work.

Embracing these practices helps you grow not only as a concrete poet but also as a creative thinker

who sees language as an art form beyond the page.

Writing concrete poems invites you to blur the lines between poetry and visual art, creating pieces that
are as much about shape and space as they are about words and meaning. Whether crafting a simple
silhouette or a complex typographic masterpiece, the joy lies in experimenting with form and content to
produce something truly unique. So grab your pen or open your favorite design program, and start

exploring the fascinating world of concrete poetry today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a concrete poem?

A concrete poem is a type of poetry where the arrangement of words, letters, or symbols on the page

creates a visual image that relates to the poem's subject.

How do | start writing a concrete poem?

Begin by choosing a subject or theme, then brainstorm words and phrases related to it. Next, think
about a shape or image that represents your subject and plan how to arrange your words to form that

shape.

What tools can | use to create a concrete poem?
You can use pen and paper for hand-drawn poems or digital tools like word processors, graphic
design software, or specialized poetry apps that allow text manipulation.
How important is the shape in a concrete poem?
The shape is very important as it visually represents the poem's theme or subject, enhancing the

reader's experience and adding an extra layer of meaning to the words.

Can concrete poems have rhyme and meter?

Yes, concrete poems can include rhyme and meter, but the primary focus is on the visual

arrangement. Balancing both elements can make the poem more impactful.

What are some common shapes used in concrete poetry?

Common shapes include objects related to the poem's theme, such as hearts, animals, trees, stars, or

everyday items like cups or books.



How do | ensure my concrete poem is readable?

Maintain a balance between the shape and legibility by spacing words carefully and choosing a font

size or handwriting style that keeps the text clear while forming the desired image.

Are there famous examples of concrete poems?

Yes, notable examples include works by poets like Guillaume Apollinaire and e.e. cummings, who

creatively used typography and layout to enhance their poetry.

Can concrete poems be humorous or serious?

Concrete poems can express any tone or emotion, from humorous to serious, depending on the

content and how the visual elements support the poem's message.

How can | practice writing concrete poems?

Start by experimenting with simple shapes and short poems, gradually trying more complex designs.

Reading and analyzing existing concrete poems can also provide inspiration and techniques.

Additional Resources

How to Write Concrete Poems: A Professional Guide to Visual Poetry

how to write concrete poems is a query that draws interest from poets, educators, and art enthusiasts
alike. Concrete poetry, also known as shape poetry or visual poetry, is a unique literary form where the
arrangement of text creates a visual image that enhances or complements the poem’s meaning. Unlike
traditional poetry, where form and content are typically separate, concrete poems merge the two into a
cohesive artistic experience. This article explores the essential techniques, creative strategies, and
stylistic considerations involved in crafting effective concrete poems, providing an analytical perspective

for those aiming to master this intricate art form.



Understanding Concrete Poetry: Form Meets Function

Concrete poetry’s distinctive feature lies in its visual presentation. The text is arranged on the page to
form shapes, patterns, or images related to the poem’s theme. This integration of visual and verbal
elements challenges conventional poetry’s boundaries, requiring writers to think spatially and

graphically as well as lyrically.

The origins of concrete poetry can be traced back to early 20th-century avant-garde movements such
as Futurism and Dadaism, which experimented with typography and layout. Later, in the 1950s and
60s, the concrete poetry movement gained prominence with poets like Eugen Gomringer and the

Noigandres group, who emphasized the interplay between text and visual form.
When considering how to write concrete poems, understanding this historical and artistic context is

helpful. It situates the poet within a tradition that values the poem as an object, not merely a sequence

of words.

Key Characteristics of Concrete Poems

¢ Visual Shape: The poem’s layout visually represents the subject or theme, such as a poem about

a tree arranged in the shape of a tree.

e Spatial Arrangement: Unlike traditional linear poetry, concrete poems may use varied spacing,

font sizes, and orientation to create meaning or evoke emotion.

* Integration of Text and Image: The words and their placement are inseparable; the visual form is

part of the poem’s message.

e Economy of Language: Concrete poems often rely on minimal text, as the visual impact



compensates for brevity.

How to Write Concrete Poems: Step-by-Step Methodology

Writing concrete poetry involves a blend of poetic skill and design sensibility. The following steps

outline a structured approach to creating impactful concrete poems.

1. Choose a Compelling Subject or Theme

Select a subject that lends itself to visual representation. Concrete poems work best when the shape
reinforces the poem’s meaning. Common themes include natural objects (animals, plants), abstract

concepts (love, time), or everyday items (a clock, a heart).

2. Brainstorm Visual Shapes

Once the theme is chosen, brainstorm possible images or shapes that symbolize it. For example, a
poem about rain might take the form of raindrops or a cloud. Sketch rough outlines of these shapes to

get a sense of spatial requirements.

3. Write the Text

Compose the poem’s content, focusing on concise and evocative language. Since concrete poems rely
heavily on shape, the text should be potent yet flexible enough to fit the visual design. Consider using

short phrases, single words, or even repetition to enhance rhythmic and visual effects.



4. Plan the Layout

Using either pen and paper or digital tools, arrange the text to conform to the desired shape. This
stage may involve trial and error, adjusting line breaks, word placement, and spacing. Some poets use
graphic design software to manipulate typography precisely, while others prefer manual methods for

organic results.

5. Refine and Edit

Review how the text and visual form interact. Ensure the shape is recognizable and that the poem’s
meaning is clear both visually and verbally. Editing may include trimming words, altering fonts, or

changing the shape slightly for better coherence.

6. Finalize Presentation

Decide on the medium for your concrete poem. It may be printed on paper, posted digitally, or
incorporated into multimedia projects. High-resolution presentation can enhance the visual impact,

especially when sharing online or in print.

Tools and Techniques for Crafting Concrete Poems

While traditional concrete poems were handcrafted, contemporary poets have access to various digital

tools that facilitate complex designs.



Typography and Layout Software

Programs like Adobe InDesign, lllustrator, or free alternatives such as Canva and Scribus allow poets
to manipulate text with precision. Features such as kerning, leading, and text wrapping help shape

poems into intricate designs without sacrificing readability.

Hand-drawing and Calligraphy

For those who prefer a tactile approach, hand-drawing concrete poems offers artistic freedom.
Calligraphy pens, markers, and brushes can add expressive flourishes, making the poem a unique

visual artifact.

Interactive and Multimedia Approaches

Modern iterations of concrete poetry incorporate animation, interactivity, or sound. Digital platforms

enable poems that change shape or reveal hidden layers, broadening the genre’s expressive potential.

The Impact and Challenges of Writing Concrete Poems

Writing concrete poems presents both creative opportunities and challenges. From an artistic
perspective, the fusion of text and image can produce a powerful sensory experience that deepens the
reader’s engagement. However, balancing visual form with poetic content demands careful planning

and revision.



Advantages of Concrete Poetry

¢ Enhanced Expression: Visual elements can amplify the poem’s emotional or thematic resonance.

¢ Accessibility: The pictorial nature of concrete poems can appeal to diverse audiences, including

those who may find traditional poetry intimidating.

¢ Innovative Aesthetic: Concrete poetry pushes the boundaries of literary art, inviting experimental

approaches.

Potential Drawbacks

¢ Risk of Obscurity: Overly complex shapes or layouts may confuse readers or obscure meaning.

* Technical Demands: Effective concrete poetry often requires graphic design skills or software

proficiency.

¢ Limited Textual Depth: The focus on visual form can constrain the development of extended

narrative or intricate poetic devices.

Examples and Inspirations in Concrete Poetry

Analyzing exemplary concrete poems can illuminate best practices and inspire one’s creative process.



For instance, George Herbert’s 17th-century “Easter Wings” uses the shape of wings to symbolize
spiritual ascent. More contemporary poets, such as Mary Ellen Solt and lan Hamilton Finlay, have

expanded the form, blending minimalist language with striking visual patterns.

Tips for Aspiring Concrete Poets

1. Start Small: Begin with simple shapes and short poems to build confidence.

2. Experiment with Fonts: Typeface choice impacts tone and readability; consider how font styles

align with your poem’s mood.

3. Seek Feedback: Share drafts with peers or mentors to gain insights on clarity and impact.

4. Study Visual Art: Inspiration from graphic design, sculpture, and painting can inform your spatial

arrangements.

5. Balance Form and Meaning: Ensure the visual element complements rather than overshadows

the poem’s message.

In essence, mastering how to write concrete poems requires an integrated approach to language and
design. By thoughtfully combining textual content with visual form, poets can craft works that resonate
on multiple sensory levels, offering readers an immersive poetic experience that transcends
conventional boundaries. Whether created by hand or digital means, concrete poetry remains a

compelling avenue for artistic exploration.



How To Write Concrete Poems

how to write concrete poems: Connor and Clara Build a Concrete Poem Megan Atwood,
2018-09-02 On an autumn day two friends play together and one teaches the other how to write
concrete poems.. This series can get young writers writing their own poems! Join in on the
adventure as friends learn the basics of writing poetry and the use of rhyme, meter, alliteration, and
other tools to write their own poems. Each book in the series covers a different type of poem. From
limericks to acrostics, you can follow the story that shows the steps needed to create your new
poem. Activities in the back of the book provide additional information and writing practice.

how to write concrete poems: Definition and Diamante Poems Greta Barclay Lipson,
2008-09-01 Introduce your students to definition and diamante poems with this easy to use packet,
complete with definition, example, guidelines and a place for students to write their own poems!
Master teacher and poet, Greta Barclay Lipson, shows the power of language and how to use it with
these poetic forms.

how to write concrete poems: Read, Recite, and Write Concrete Poems JoAnn Early Macken,
2015 This book shows young readers how to create concrete poems in which the text creates a
shape that mimics its subject. Tips help readers choose workable topics, arrange words on the page,
and make the most of white space.

how to write concrete poems: Concrete Poetry Jessica Ashworth, 2012-09-01 Bring your
students[] poetry-writing skills into full bloom with this exciting packet! These exercises will
introduce early learners to concrete poetry, and allow them opportunities to write their own. Each
poem is complemented by a leveled reproducible activity that reinforces newly learned skills and
techniques. Extension activities keep the learning going both inside and outside the classroom.

how to write concrete poems: Poetry a la Carte Connie Homan Weaver, 2005 Get ready to
serve up a tantalizing feast of poetry lessons. This comprehensive guide offers new ideas that will
spur students' creative thinking and offer them new formats for poetry writing. A variety of unique
opportunities for developing written and oral language are offered. Grades 5-8

how to write concrete poems: The Translation and Transmission of Concrete Poetry John
Corbett, Ting Huang, 2019-10-23 This volume addresses the global reception of untranslatable
concrete poetry. Featuring contributions from an international group of literary and translation
scholars and practitioners, working across a variety of languages, the book views the development of
the international concrete poetry movement through the lens of transcreation, that is, the informed,
creative response to the translation of playful, enigmatic, visual texts. Contributions range in subject
matter from ancient Greek and Chinese pattern poems to modernist concrete poems from the
Americas, Europe and Asia. This challenging body of experimental work offers creative challenges
and opportunities to literary translators and unique pleasures to the sympathetic reader.
Highlighting the ways in which literary influence is mapped across languages and borders, this
volume will be of interest to students and scholars of experimental poetry, translation studies and
comparative literature.

how to write concrete poems: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Poetry Nikki Moustaki,
2001-04-01 Discover the poet within! You've read poetry that has touched your heart, and you'd like
to improve your own writing technique. But even though you have loads of inspiration, you're
discovering that good instruction can be as elusive as a good metaphor. The Complete Idiot’s
Guide® to Writing Poetry will help you compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be
proud of. You'll learn: ¢ Simple explanations of poetry building blocks, such as metaphor, imagery,
symbolism, and stanzas. * Steps to the poetic process. ¢ Easy-to-follow guidelines for writing
sonnets, sestinas, narrative poems, and more. * Fun exercises to help you master the basics of
poetry writing. « How to avoid clichés and other poetry pitfalls. « Advice on writers’ conferences and
workshops. * Tips on getting your poetry published. * Good poems that will inspire your own work. °
Strategies to beat writer’s block.



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/how-to-write-concrete-poems.pdf

how to write concrete poems: How to Read (and Write About) Poetry - Second Edition
Susan Holbrook, 2021-10-08 How to Read (and Write About) Poetry invites students and others
curious about poetry to join the critical conversation about a genre many find a little mystifying,
even intimidating. In an accessible, engaging manner, this book introduces the productive questions,
reading strategies, literary terms, and secondary research tips that will empower readers to
participate in literary analysis. Holbrook explicates a number of poems, initiating readers into
critical discourse while highlighting key poetic terms. The explications are followed by selections of
related works, so the book thus offers what amounts to a brief anthology, ideal for a poetry unit or
introductory class on poetry and poetics. A chapter on meter illuminates the rhythmic dimension of
poetry and guides readers through methods of scansion. The second edition is updated throughout
and includes a fresh selection of poems and the latest MLA citation guidance.

how to write concrete poems: Poetry Writing, Grades 1-2 (Meeting Writing Standards
Series) Kathleen Casey Null, 2000-08

how to write concrete poems: Language Power: Grades 3-5 Level C Teacher's Guide
Nancy Bosse, Christine Dugan, 2012-10-30

how to write concrete poems: A Poetry Teacher's Toolkit Collette Drifte, Mike Jubb,
2018-12-07 Professional poets spend many hours crafting a finished piece of work, yet we expect
children in school to sit down and write when they are told to, whether they feel inspired or not. This
series of four books is a toolkit to help you build a positive framework for children to read, write,
understand and enjoy poetry - to bring a creative spark to the poetry classroom. A combination of
featured poems, creative ideas, structured lesson plans and differentiated photocopiable activity
sheets gives the series a uniquely flexible approach - which means you can use the materials in any
classroom context. If you're wary of poetry, if you think it's boring, or if you're nervous about
teaching poetry, then you've chosen the right book. Key themes covered in BOOK 3: Style, Shape
and Structure are style and structure, addressing regular and standard forms, the impact of layout,
free form, 'found' poetry, and concrete poetry. Other books in the series are: BOOK 1:Words and
Wordplay; BOOK 2: Rhymes, Rhythms and Rattles;and BOOK 4: Language and Performance.

how to write concrete poems: Wet Cement Bob Raczka, 2016-03-08 Who says words need to
be concrete? This collection shapes poems in surprising and delightful ways. Concrete poetry is a
perennially popular poetic form because they are fun to look at. But by using the arrangement of the
words on the page to convey the meaning of the poem, concrete or shape poems are also easy to
write! From the author of the incredibly inventive Lemonade: And Other Poems Squeezed from a
Single Word comes another clever collection that shows kids how to look at words and poetry in a
whole new way.

how to write concrete poems: Ode to a Commode Brian P. Cleary, 2024-05-07 Is that a bird?
Is it a plane? No, it's a poem! Concrete poems are shaped like their subjects. They can look like
objects, animals, or even people. You won't find many straight lines here! Award-winning author
Brian P. Cleary explains how concrete poems work—and uses them to create all sorts of wild
wordplay. Ode to a Commode is packed with mind-bending poems to make you puzzle and ponder.
And when you've finished reading, you can try your hand at writing your own concrete poems!

how to write concrete poems: Love to Write! Cindy Barden, 1995-03-01 Activities to stretch
imaginations and acquire critical thinking skills. Reproducible prose and poetry exercises for
metaphors and similes, limericks, haiku, letters, editorials, tall tales, myths and legends. An
extensive Teacher Notes section, literature references, vocabulary and other extras.

how to write concrete poems: Models for Writing Chris Buckton, 2000 The Models for
Writing books provide a complete programme to teach the writing process through shared, guided
and extended work. Based on the National Literacy Strategy requirements, the books feature
sentence-level focus, lively activities, and an easy-to-use solution for differentiation.

how to write concrete poems: The Learning-to-write Process in Elementary Classrooms
Suzanne Bratcher, 2012-07-26 This text models for teachers how to help children learn and write by
establishing comfort with writing, building confidence, and developing competence. Several themes



run through the learning-to-write-process presented in this text: * Writing is communication; *
Writing is a powerful tool for learning; * How children feel about their writing and themselves as
writers affects how they learn to write; * Teachers are coworkers with students; children from many
backgrounds can learn to write together. The text sythesizes what we know about how children
learn, how we write, and what we write into a process of teaching children to write. It is intended to
serve as a starting place for developing theories of how to best teach writing.

how to write concrete poems: Resurgence KC Adams, Sonya Ballantyne, Charlene Bearhead,
Wilson Bearhead, Lisa Boivin, Rita Bouvier, Nicola I. Campbell, Sara Florence Davidson, Louise B.
Halfe, Lucy Hemphill, Wanda John-Kehewin, Elizabeth LaPensee, Victoria McIntosh, Reanna
Merasty, David A. Robertson, Russell Wallace, Christina Lavalley Ruddy, 2022-05-27 [] Starred
selection for CCBC's Best Books Ideal for Teachers 2023! Resurgence is an inspiring collection of
contemporary Indigenous poetry, art, and narratives that guides K-12 educators in bridging existing
curricula with Indigenous voices and pedagogies. In this first book in the Footbridge Series, we
invite you to walk with us as we seek to: connect peoples and places link truth and reconciliation as
ongoing processes symbolize the risk and urgency of this work for both Indigenous and settler
educators engage tensions highlight the importance of balance, both of ideas and within ourselves
Through critical engagement with each contributor’s work, experienced educators Christine M’Lot
and Katya Adamov Ferguson support readers in connecting with Indigenous narratives and
perspectives, bringing Indigenous works into the classroom, and creating more equitable and
sustainable teaching practices. In this resource, you will find: diverse Indigenous voices,
perspectives, and art forms from a variety of nations and locations valuable concepts and methods
that can be applied to the classroom and beyond practical action steps and resources for educators,
parents, librarians, and administrators Use this book as a springboard for your own learning journey
or as a lively prompt for dialogue within your professional learning community.

how to write concrete poems: A Glimpse of a Promising Day Edward Ibeh, 2022-05-10
Edward Ibeh is a poet that speaks to the young and young at heart. His poetic ink flows with passion
and tenderness. His power of observation, attention to detail, insatiable curiosity, and daily life
experiences fuel his creativity. He’s endlessly fascinated with the human condition and has a deep
love for nature, people, and all forms of life. He lays bare his heart and soul on the page for the
reader.

how to write concrete poems: Bookwise Sharon Parsons, 2001 With a balance of fiction and
non-fiction text types and genres, Bookwise is carefully graded and organised into five
cross-curricular strands, encouraging links to other subjects. The full-colour readers are
accompanied by Teacher's Guides and Resource Sheets to help you get the most out of your Guided
Reading and Writing sessions.

how to write concrete poems: Material Poetics in Hemispheric America Rebecca Kosick,
2020-09-04 Reconsiders the lyrical norm that predominates in Anglophone accounts of poetry
through a multilingual and transnational lensA bold project that departs from a tradition heavily
dominated by the lyric to question the very nature of what counts as poetry.A visually exciting text
that draws on poetry and art from a wide array of late twentieth and early twenty-first century
practitioners.An interdisciplinary approach to poetry and poetics that opens new avenues for
understanding how poetry intersects with philosophies of the object, media theory, and visual
studies.A transnational frame that responds to a growing scholarly push to situate American studies
within the broader context of the American hemisphere.This book examines poets and artists in the
Americas during the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries to show how they worked to
make language into material objects and material objects into language. It builds a theory of
'material poetics' that provides an alternative account of poetry in hemispheric America. Rebecca
Kosick argues that by reframing American poetry to prominently include object-oriented practices
within and beyond the United States, material poetry can be seen as representing a significant
branch of the American poetic tradition.
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