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How to Start a Presentation: Captivate Your Audience from the First Word

how to start a presentation is a question many people ask themselves,
especially when faced with the challenge of speaking in front of an audience.
The opening moments set the tone for the entire presentation, shaping how
your listeners perceive you and your message. Whether you’re pitching an
idea, delivering a lecture, or leading a workshop, mastering the art of
beginning confidently and engagingly can make all the difference. In this
article, we’ll explore practical tips, creative strategies, and psychological
insights to help you nail your presentation start every time.

Why the Beginning Matters in a Presentation

First impressions are powerful, and the start of your presentation is your
chance to grab attention and build rapport. Research shows that audiences
form opinions about speakers quickly, and a strong opening can boost
credibility, increase engagement, and reduce nerves. On the other hand, a
weak or awkward start can lead to a distracted or disengaged audience.

Understanding the importance of how to start a presentation helps you focus
not just on the content but on delivery and connection. It’s not just what
you say, but how you say it, that matters. Crafting a compelling introduction
is your opportunity to set expectations, establish your authority, and create
curiosity.

Different Ways to Start a Presentation

There’s no one-size-fits-all approach to beginning a presentation, but
several proven methods can help you connect with your audience immediately.
Choosing the right opening depends on your topic, audience, and personal
style.

1. Start with a Story

Humans are wired to respond to stories. Opening with a brief, relevant
anecdote creates emotional connection and makes your message memorable. For
example, if you’re presenting on leadership, you might start by sharing a
personal experience where leadership made a difference.

Stories help illustrate abstract concepts concretely, making your
presentation more relatable. When telling a story, keep it concise and vivid,
focusing on details that engage the senses and emotions.

2. Ask a Thought-Provoking Question

Posing a question encourages your audience to think actively and sets the
stage for your topic. It can be rhetorical or invite actual participation.



For instance, “Have you ever wondered why some presentations captivate you
while others put you to sleep?” engages listeners by tapping into a shared
experience.

Questions make your audience curious and mentally involved, which increases
their attention and investment in what you’re about to say.

3. Use a Surprising Fact or Statistic

Starting with an unexpected fact grabs attention and establishes your
credibility. Make sure the statistic is relevant and impactful. For example,
“Did you know that 65% of people fear public speaking more than death?”

This approach appeals to logical reasoning and sets a foundation for your
argument or message.

4. Begin with a Quote

A well-chosen quote can inspire, challenge, or provoke thought. It should
align with your presentation’s theme and resonate with your audience. For
instance, “As Maya Angelou said, ‘People will forget what you said, but they
will never forget how you made them feel.’”

Quotes can also lend authority by associating your ideas with respected
figures.

5. Use Humor Carefully

Starting with a light joke or humorous observation can relax the audience and
create a friendly atmosphere. However, humor must be appropriate, inclusive,
and related to your topic. Poorly timed or insensitive jokes can backfire and
alienate listeners.

If humor suits your personality and context, it can be a powerful icebreaker.

Practical Tips for a Smooth Presentation Start

Knowing how to start a presentation is only part of the equation. Executing
your opening confidently and smoothly is equally important.

Prepare and Practice Your Opening

Memorizing your first few sentences helps reduce anxiety and prevents awkward
pauses. Practice in front of a mirror, record yourself, or rehearse with
friends. The goal is to sound natural, not robotic.

Preparation also allows you to tailor your delivery to the room’s size,
layout, and audience type, making your start more effective.



Make Eye Contact and Use Body Language

Non-verbal cues are crucial in engaging your audience. Before you speak, take
a moment to establish eye contact with different people. Stand tall, use open
gestures, and smile genuinely. This conveys confidence and warmth.

Avoid fidgeting or looking down at your notes excessively, as these behaviors
can undermine your credibility.

Manage Your Nerves

Feeling nervous before starting a presentation is normal. Techniques like
deep breathing, visualization, or positive self-talk can calm your mind.
Remind yourself that the audience is supportive and interested in what you
have to say.

Starting with a simple greeting or a brief pause can help you center yourself
before diving in.

Crafting an Engaging Introduction That Sets the
Stage

The introduction is more than just the first words; it’s about framing your
entire presentation. Here’s how to build an introduction that flows naturally
and leads into your main points seamlessly.

State the Purpose Clearly

After your opening hook, briefly explain what your presentation is about and
why it matters. This gives the audience a roadmap and motivates them to
listen.

For example: “Today, we’ll explore effective communication techniques that
can help you succeed in any career.”

Connect with Your Audience’s Needs

Show empathy by acknowledging your listeners’ interests or challenges. This
builds trust and relevance. You might say, “I know many of you struggle with
public speaking, and I’m here to share strategies that make it easier.”

Preview the Structure

Offering a quick overview of your presentation’s flow helps set expectations
and reduces anxiety for the audience. For example, “First, we’ll look at
common mistakes, then explore proven tips, and finally, practice some
exercises together.”



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Starting a
Presentation

Even experienced speakers sometimes stumble at the beginning. Being aware of
common pitfalls can help you steer clear of them.

Jumping Right In Without a Hook

Starting abruptly without engaging your audience can make your presentation
forgettable. Always begin with something that captures attention.

Overloading with Information

Avoid diving into dense data or complex explanations immediately. The start
should be clear and accessible.

Reading Word-for-Word from Slides or Notes

This approach disconnects you from your audience and reduces impact. Use
notes as cues, not scripts.

Ignoring the Audience

Failing to establish connection through eye contact or interaction can cause
listeners to disengage quickly.

Using Technology and Visuals to Enhance Your
Presentation Start

Incorporating multimedia can enrich your opening, but it must be purposeful
and polished.

Start with a Powerful Image or Video

A relevant visual can evoke emotions or illustrate a point instantly. For
example, a striking photo related to your topic can serve as a conversation
starter.

Use Slide Animations Sparingly

Subtle animations can guide attention but overdoing it may distract or annoy
your audience.



Ensure Technical Readiness

Test all equipment beforehand to avoid awkward delays when starting. Nothing
undermines confidence like fumbling with technology.

---

Mastering how to start a presentation is a skill that combines preparation,
creativity, and confidence. By choosing an engaging opening, preparing
thoroughly, and connecting authentically, you set yourself up for success.
Remember, the beginning is your chance to invite your audience on a
journey—make it compelling enough that they’ll want to stay for the whole
ride.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start a presentation to grab
the audience's attention?

Begin with a compelling story, a surprising fact, or a thought-provoking
question to immediately engage your audience.

How important is the opening line in a presentation?

The opening line is crucial as it sets the tone and captures the audience’s
interest, making them more likely to stay attentive throughout your
presentation.

Should I introduce myself at the beginning of a
presentation?

Yes, briefly introduce yourself to establish credibility and build a
connection with your audience before diving into your topic.

How can I overcome nervousness when starting a
presentation?

Practice thoroughly, start with a strong opening, take deep breaths, and
focus on your message rather than on yourself to reduce anxiety.

Is it effective to start a presentation with a joke?

Starting with a relevant and tasteful joke can lighten the mood and engage
your audience, but ensure it is appropriate for the context and audience.

What role does a clear agenda play when starting a
presentation?

Presenting a clear agenda at the start helps set expectations, provides
structure, and guides the audience through your presentation.



How can I tailor my presentation opening to different
audiences?

Research your audience's interests and needs, then customize your opening
with relevant examples or questions that resonate with them.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when starting
a presentation?

Avoid starting with an apology, reading slides verbatim, or launching into
complex details immediately; instead, focus on a strong, clear, and engaging
opening.

Additional Resources
How to Start a Presentation: Mastering the First Moments

how to start a presentation is one of the most critical questions presenters
face, regardless of industry or audience size. The initial moments set the
tone, engage listeners, and establish credibility, making the opening
arguably the most important part of any speech or presentation. Yet, many
professionals struggle to craft an engaging introduction that captures
attention and smoothly transitions into the core content. Understanding the
nuances of presentation openings can dramatically improve effectiveness and
audience retention.

In this article, we will explore proven techniques, psychological insights,
and practical tips to help you start your presentations with confidence and
impact. Whether you are presenting in a corporate boardroom, a conference
hall, or an educational setting, mastering how to open your presentation can
enhance clarity, engagement, and persuasiveness.

The Importance of a Strong Presentation Opening

The way a presenter begins their talk influences how the audience perceives
the entire session. Studies indicate that people form first impressions
within seconds, and these early judgments affect attention and receptivity. A
compelling start can boost listener interest, while a weak or monotonous
opening risks disengagement and distraction.

Furthermore, the opening frames the context and sets expectations about the
presentation’s content and style. It serves to build rapport, establish
authority, and provide a roadmap for what’s to come. In short, the start is
the foundation upon which the rest of the presentation is constructed.

Common Challenges in Starting Presentations

Many presenters face hurdles when initiating their talks, including:

Nervousness: Anxiety can lead to rushed or faltering openings.



Unclear goals: Without a clear objective, the introduction may lack
focus.

Audience diversity: Difficulty tailoring the opening to varied interests
or knowledge levels.

Overloading information: Starting with excessive data or details can
overwhelm listeners.

Addressing these issues requires deliberate planning and the use of
strategies that foster connection and clarity.

Effective Techniques for How to Start a
Presentation

There are multiple approaches to beginning a presentation, and selecting the
right one depends on the topic, audience, and purpose. Below are some proven
methods that can be tailored to different scenarios:

1. Opening with a Relevant Story or Anecdote

Narratives are powerful tools to humanize content and engage emotions.
Starting with a brief story related to the presentation’s theme creates
relatability and curiosity. For example, a marketing professional might share
a client success story to illustrate key concepts.

Pros:

Builds empathy and interest

Makes abstract ideas concrete

Enhances memorability

Cons:

Requires practice to avoid sounding rehearsed

Needs to be concise and directly linked to the topic

2. Presenting a Surprising Fact or Statistic

Using compelling data at the outset can capture attention and underscore the
presentation’s relevance. For instance, citing that “70% of presentations
fail to engage audiences” immediately highlights the importance of effective
communication.



Pros:

Establishes credibility and authority

Stimulates curiosity and critical thinking

Quickly conveys importance

Cons:

Risk of alienating non-expert audiences with complex figures

May seem dry if not delivered with enthusiasm

3. Asking a Thought-Provoking Question

Engaging the audience through a rhetorical or direct question invites mental
participation and primes listeners to reflect on the topic. For example,
“Have you ever wondered why some presentations captivate while others fall
flat?” encourages introspection.

Pros:

Promotes active listening

Creates a conversational tone

Can be tailored to specific audience concerns

Cons:

Questions must be relevant and clear

Risk that some audience members may not engage

4. Using a Powerful Quotation

Starting with a well-chosen quote can lend authority and set a thematic tone.
A quote from a respected figure relevant to the subject matter can inspire or
provoke thought.

Pros:

Connects presentation to broader ideas or values

Provides a succinct summary of key messages



Cons:

Overused quotes can appear clichéd

Needs to be clearly connected to the presentation content

5. Setting the Agenda or Purpose Clearly

Sometimes the most straightforward approach is the best. Clearly stating the
presentation’s objectives and structure can help orient the audience and
manage expectations.

Pros:

Reduces confusion and anxiety

Helps audience follow the flow

Demonstrates organizational skills

Cons:

May feel formal or dry if not balanced with engaging elements

Less effective if the audience is unfamiliar with the topic

Additional Tips for Crafting a Strong
Presentation Start

Aside from choosing the right opening technique, several other factors
influence how to start a presentation effectively:

Know Your Audience

Tailoring the introduction to the audience’s interests, knowledge level, and
cultural background enhances relevance and rapport. For instance, a technical
presentation for experts may begin with industry jargon and data, while a
general audience might benefit from simplified explanations and relatable
examples.

Practice and Rehearse

Confidence in delivery reduces nervousness and allows for more natural
engagement. Rehearsing the opening several times helps smooth out any
awkwardness and ensures timing is appropriate.



Use Body Language and Vocal Variety

Non-verbal cues like eye contact, gestures, and posture, combined with varied
tone and pacing, can amplify the impact of the opening and hold audience
attention.

Incorporate Technology Wisely

Visual aids like slides or videos can enhance the introduction but should not
detract from the speaker’s presence. Avoid overloading slides with text or
distracting animations at the start.

Comparing Different Opening Styles

Understanding how various opening styles perform in different contexts is
vital for selecting the best approach. For example, in a high-stakes business
pitch, starting with a powerful statistic may create urgency, whereas in an
academic lecture, a quotation or question might better stimulate intellectual
curiosity.

Recent surveys of professional speakers reveal that roughly 40% prefer
starting with a story, citing its ability to connect emotionally. Another 30%
opt for statistics or facts to establish credibility, while the remainder use
questions or agenda-setting approaches. This distribution highlights that no
single method guarantees success—context and delivery matter immensely.

Pros and Cons Summary

Story: Engaging but risks losing focus.1.

Statistic: Credible but can be dry.2.

Question: Interactive but may not engage all.3.

Quote: Authoritative but potentially clichéd.4.

Agenda: Clear but sometimes boring.5.

Balancing these elements and combining techniques—for example, beginning with
a brief story followed by a relevant question—can maximize effectiveness.

Psychological Aspects of Presentation Openings

From a cognitive psychology perspective, the opening leverages the primacy
effect, where information presented first is remembered better. Engaging the
audience’s emotions via stories activates different neural pathways than mere
facts, making the message more memorable.



Moreover, establishing trust early can lower audience resistance, increasing
openness to the ideas presented. Techniques like humor or self-disclosure can
build rapport but must be used carefully to avoid undermining
professionalism.

Overcoming Anxiety in the Opening Moments

Many presenters experience heightened anxiety when starting. Techniques such
as deep breathing, positive visualization, and starting with a practiced
opening line can reduce stress. Additionally, focusing on the audience’s
needs rather than one’s own nerves helps shift attention outward, improving
delivery.

Final Thoughts on How to Start a Presentation

Mastering how to start a presentation requires more than memorizing an
opening line. It involves understanding audience psychology, selecting the
most suitable method, and delivering it with confidence and clarity.
Experimenting with different styles and analyzing audience feedback can help
refine your approach over time.

In the ever-evolving landscape of communication, those who invest in crafting
strong beginnings position themselves to influence and inspire effectively
throughout their presentations.

How To Start A Presentation

  how to start a presentation: How to Make Presentations that Teach and Transform
Robert J. Garmston, Bruce M. Wellman, 1992 This concise guide to designing and delivering
interesting and effective presentations covers the five stages of a presentation and tips for executing
each one.
  how to start a presentation: How to Start a Bakery Business AS, How to Start a Business
About the Book: Unlock the essential steps to launching and managing a successful business with
How to Start a Business books. Part of the acclaimed How to Start a Business series, this volume
provides tailored insights and expert advice specific to the industry, helping you navigate the unique
challenges and seize the opportunities within this field. What You'll Learn Industry Insights:
Understand the market, including key trends, consumer demands, and competitive dynamics. Learn
how to conduct market research, analyze data, and identify emerging opportunities for growth that
can set your business apart from the competition. Startup Essentials: Develop a comprehensive
business plan that outlines your vision, mission, and strategic goals. Learn how to secure the
necessary financing through loans, investors, or crowdfunding, and discover best practices for
effectively setting up your operation, including choosing the right location, procuring equipment,
and hiring a skilled team. Operational Strategies: Master the day-to-day management of your
business by implementing efficient processes and systems. Learn techniques for inventory
management, staff training, and customer service excellence. Discover effective marketing
strategies to attract and retain customers, including digital marketing, social media engagement,
and local advertising. Gain insights into financial management, including budgeting, cost control,
and pricing strategies to optimize profitability and ensure long-term sustainability. Legal and
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Compliance: Navigate regulatory requirements and ensure compliance with industry laws through
the ideas presented. Why Choose How to Start a Business books? Whether you're wondering how to
start a business in the industry or looking to enhance your current operations, How to Start a
Business books is your ultimate resource. This book equips you with the knowledge and tools to
overcome challenges and achieve long-term success, making it an invaluable part of the How to
Start a Business collection. Who Should Read This Book? Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Individuals
looking to start their own business. This book offers step-by-step guidance from idea conception to
the grand opening, providing the confidence and know-how to get started. Current Business Owners:
Entrepreneurs seeking to refine their strategies and expand their presence in the sector. Gain new
insights and innovative approaches to enhance your current operations and drive growth. Industry
Professionals: Professionals wanting to deepen their understanding of trends and best practices in
the business field. Stay ahead in your career by mastering the latest industry developments and
operational techniques. Side Income Seekers: Individuals looking for the knowledge to make extra
income through a business venture. Learn how to efficiently manage a part-time business that
complements your primary source of income and leverages your skills and interests. Start Your
Journey Today! Empower yourself with the insights and strategies needed to build and sustain a
thriving business. Whether driven by passion or opportunity, How to Start a Business offers the
roadmap to turning your entrepreneurial dreams into reality. Download your copy now and take the
first step towards becoming a successful entrepreneur! Discover more titles in the How to Start a
Business series: Explore our other volumes, each focusing on different fields, to gain comprehensive
knowledge and succeed in your chosen industry.
  how to start a presentation: How to Make Effective Presentations Elizabeth P. Tierney, 1996
This unique guide combines the principles of effective communication with practical suggestions for
success in all types of academic presentation formats including lectures, papers, symposia, speeches
and conferences.
  how to start a presentation: Office 2010 All-in-One For Dummies Peter Weverka, 2010-05-10
The leading book on Microsoft Office, now fully updated for Office 2010 Microsoft Office, the world's
leading productivity suite, has been updated with new tools. Veteran Office users as well as
newcomers will need the comprehensive information in this bestselling All-in-One guide. With a
self-contained minibook devoted to each Office application plus minibooks on how Office works
together and how you can expand its usefulness, Office 2010 All-in-One For Dummies gets you up to
speed and answers the questions you'll have down the road. Microsoft Office is the office
productivity suite used around the globe; nearly every business worker encounters it daily The 2010
revision will affect all applications in the suite Eight minibooks cover Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
Outlook, Access, Publisher, common Office tools, and ways to expand Office productivity Also covers
the new online versions of Word, Excel, and PowerPoint as well as changes to the interface and new
tools and techniques Office 2010 All-in-One For Dummies makes it easy to learn to use Office and
gets you up and running on all the changes and enhancements in Office 2010.
  how to start a presentation: How to Start, Run, and Stay in Business Gregory F. Kishel,
Patricia Gunter Kishel, 2005-05-18 A new 25th anniversary update of the entrepreneur's bible For
twenty-five years, entrepreneurs have relied on this friendly, comprehensive guide to the basics of
successfully operating a small business. Now, this new Fourth Edition of How to Start, Run & Stay in
Business completely updates the bestselling classic for today's entrepreneur. It features all the
reliable, straightforward advice readers expect and also includes entirely new information on online
business and marketing as well as new Internet resources. Material on legal and financial issues,
international business, customer service, and state and federal tax regulations has been fully
revised. Plus, new charts, illustrations, questionnaires, and checklists make the book more practical
and useful than ever. Inside, you'll find world-class guidance on every vital aspect of small business
success, including: * Preparing a business plan * Finding the right location * Deciding on an
ownership structure * Record keeping and taxes * Financing and capital * Inventory and distribution
* Hiring and staffing * Managing and motivating people * Marketing and promotions * Risk



management * And much more In addition, a wealth of helpful resources covers all your outside
needs, from attorneys and accountants to trade associations and Web site designers. Whether your
business is brick-and-mortar, mom-and-pop, home-based, or online, How to Start, Run & Stay in
Business, Fourth Edition provides all the information you need to make your entrepreneurial dream
a reality.
  how to start a presentation: Consulting Techniques for Digital Transformation Dr Greg
Timbrell and Dr Elizabeth Valentine, 2024-10-31 Organizations of every type and size are
transforming their business approaches, online presence, use of technology and use of data to
remain relevant, to deliver products and services, and to compete in a digital world. This second
edition practice guide steps Business Analysts and Information Systems Consulting practitioners and
scholars through every phase of the project and engagement lifecycles. It is competency based
(aligned with SFIA 9 and BABOK) offering tools, tips and templates to ensure that every step of the
process is optimized. You'll be able to plan for and deliver: meetings that get results, presentations
focused on eliciting the feedback and information you need to add value to your client or
organization, research-based findings that help check for root causes and innovation, write and
present professional quality, work-winning reports, business cases and proposals. This book is based
on both the long-term consulting and analyst experience as well as scholarly research of Dr Greg
Timbrell and Dr Elizabeth Valentine.
  how to start a presentation: How to Make it Big as a Consultant William A. Cohen, 2001
Over 70,000 copies in print It''s the classic guide to success in the demanding world of consulting.
  how to start a presentation: Sales Presentations For Dummies Julie M. Hansen,
2015-09-08 Are your sales presentations stuck in the 20th century? Sales Presentations For
Dummies rises to the challenge of guiding you through the process of engaging and persuading busy
buyers in a world that's constantly bombarding them with sales pitches. Motivating today's buyers to
pull the trigger on a new deal requires a certain set of skills, and this straightforward text guides
you through what you need to know to create and deliver compelling presentations. Pulled from
examples and experiences of thousands of actual sales presentations, the information in this
innovative resource offers the tools and tips you need to keep your leads engaged from hook to call
to action. Today's business landscape is competitive. When your sales presentation is being
compared to countless others, it's important to stand out for all the right reasons. Instead of using
dated sales approaches,, update your understanding of the art of selling—and create compelling,
engaging presentations that hook audience members from the beginning. Leverage a proven,
blockbuster formula that engages audiences in any industry Use the power of storytelling to connect
with prospective clients and soften their resistance to your sales pitch Understand and apply
customer insights to ensure that your solution is top-of-mind in purchasing decisions Update your
professional skill set to encompass today's most motivating sales tactics Sales Presentations For
Dummies brings your sales style into the 21st century and connects you with the skills you need to
excel in today's complicated business landscape.
  how to start a presentation: Improving Online Presentations Can Cemal Cingi, Nuray Bayar
Muluk, Cemal Cingi, 2023-05-19 This books offers a detailed overview of the key skills needed to
make impactful online presentations. The book opens with a chapter on communication in
healthcare, before discussing the advantages and disadvantages of the online versus live
presentations. The following chapters discuss the technology used and the organization of the
contents to be delivered, before analyzing the audience. The volume then reviews all the verbal and
non-verbal techniques and presents the common mistakes and the tips to avoid them. A final chapter
deals with challenging situations. Written by two professors and medicine and a communication
specialist, the book is intended for healthcare professionals at all levels, It will be also a valuable
resource for scientists and researchers willing to deliver effective and engaging virtual
presentations.
  how to start a presentation: Office for iPad and Mac For Dummies Peter Weverka,
2015-04-06 The easy way to work with Office on your iPad or Mac Are you a Mac user who isn't



accustomed to working with Microsoft Office? Consider this friendly guide your go-to reference!
Written in plain English and packed with easy-to-follow, step-by-step instructions, Office for iPad and
Mac For Dummies walks you through every facet of Office, from installing the software and opening
files to working with Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and Outlook—and beyond. Plus, you'll discover how
to manage files, share content and collaborate online through social media, and find help when you
need it. Two things are clear: the iPad and Microsoft Office are here to stay. Office for iPad was
downloaded 27 million times in its first six weeks on the Apple app store, and Office 365 received
nearly one million new subscribers in the last quarter reported. While iPads continue to dominate
the enterprise with a 91% market share, the current version of Office for Mac is fully supported by
Office 365 and brings Exchange support via Outlook and native compatibility with Windows Office
documents. There's never been a better time to bring Office to your iPad or Mac, and this hands-on
guide makes it easier than ever to get up and running fast. Take advantage of Word and its many
features and tools Make impressive PowerPoint presentations using your Mac or iPad Use Excel to
refine worksheets for data analysis and reporting Email with Outlook on a Mac or iPad If you're an
Apple enthusiast who wants to get the most out of Microsoft Office, Office for iPad and Mac For
Dummies shows you how simplifying and organizing your work or personal life is just a click away.
  how to start a presentation: Advanced Presentations by Design Andrew Abela, 2013-04-16
Based on extensive research studies from the fields of communication, marketing, psychology,
multimedia, and law, Advanced Presentations by Design, Second Edition, provides fact-based
answers to the most-often-asked questions about presentation design. The book shows how to adapt
your presentation to different audience personality preferences, what role your data should play and
how much of it you need, how to turn your data into a story, and how to design persuasive yet
comprehensible visual layouts. The book's accessible 10-step Extreme PresentationTM method has
been field-tested in organizations such as Microsoft, ExxonMobil, HJ Heinz, PayPal, and the
Executive Office of the President of the United States. Written from the perspective of a marketer
and business manager, this new edition offers practical, evidence-based advice for bringing focus to
problems and overcoming challenges. The book offers practical guidelines for: Structuring Stories:
The book presents the SCORE method for sequencing data (Situation, Complication, Resolution,
Example) into a powerful story that grabs the audience's attention at the beginning and holds it
through to the end. Using Graphics: The author provides numerous examples of charts and other
graphics, explaining which can help you best present your data. Setting Goals for Presentations: The
book reveals why it's important to set measurable objectives for what you want your audience to
think and do differently after your presentation. This comprehensive resource offers a proven
process for creating a presentation that gets noticed and compels your audience to take action.
Praise for Advanced Presentations by Design Shocking but true: You don't have to be Steve Jobs to
create presentations that your audience will enjoy and that will also get you results. Even for
everyday presentations, I've found that Dr. Abela's unique approach helps you replace crushingly
dull and overlong presentations with fresh work your audience really cares about and that you
actually enjoy creating! Sanjay Acharya, Vice President, Akamai Technologies Advanced
Presentations by Design is the best researched book on presentation design that I've ever had the
privilege of reading. I recommend it for those of you who want the confidence of knowing how best
to plan and design successful presentations. Gene Zelazny, author, Say It with Charts and Say It
with Presentations This book is essential for any executive who doesn't have time to wade through
sixty-page PowerPoint decks. You will want to make this book required reading for all your staff.
Stew McHie, Global Brand Manager, ExxonMobil
  how to start a presentation: How to Say It: Persuasive Presentations Jeffrey Jacobi, 2006
Two top public-speaking coaches offer fresh advice on giving effective speeches and presentations
with the immediacy of a conversation. The best speeches don't sound like speeches, and the best
speakers make listeners feel as though they are being addressed directly. The trick is to make every
presentation as natural and direct as a one-on-one conversation. This expert but accessible guide
reveals: – The six truths behind every conversation-and how to use them at the podium – The three



steps to inspiring any audience – The seven secrets for using voice and body language – The seven
tools every speaker uses or misuses Whether addressing a few colleagues or a packed auditorium,
readers will find practical and simple techniques for inspiring every listener.
  how to start a presentation: How to Make an IMPACT Jon Moon, 2010-04-08 Clear
information shows clear thinking, and clear thinking informs, influences and impresses. How often
do you stare at uninviting and confusing presentations, notes, reports and information packs and get
nothing out of them? It doesn’t have to be like this. We could all produce amazingly clear work that
has incredible impact – if only we knew how. This book shows you how. It is full of ideas, tips and
principles that are simple and easy to implement, yet brilliantly effective.You will never look at a
business document in the same way again. And your work will impress the people that matter and
get the results you want. It guides you through the most effective ways of using all forms of
presenting information - tables, charts, slides, flowcharts, etc. Moon also introduces the new WiT
(Words in Tables) approach to give impact to your message on all documents and slides. “I love Jon’s
work. His tips are hugely useful, his WiT fantastic and ground-breaking, and his book essential
reading. If you want to enhance your sales tenders, pitches and slides – if you want to win more
business – get into Jon’s stuff. It’s really, really good.” Gavin Duffy, a Dragon on Ireland’s “Dragons’
Den”, top media coach and economics columnist with the Irish Sunday Independent Every once in a
while, simple ideas change business forever - this book is full of such ideas. A must-read if you want
to do something about all those impenetrable reports, slides and information packs. This book has all
the answers and will redefine how you think about business documents. Dominic Burke, Chief
Executive, Jardine Lloyd Thompson Group plc. This is a vital topic that has been sorely neglected.
Jon’s book changes that. It is crammed with new ideas that are creative, thoughtful, yet practical
and relevant for all disciplines of business. Essential reading for everyone in business! Dr Jikyeong
Kang, Professor of Marketing and Director of MBA Programmes, Manchester Business School. I’ve
seen Jon’s talk and his ideas are full of originality and wisdom. Many ideas are stunningly simple,
others are mould breaking. He takes preconceived thinking and turns it on his head. Your business
reporting will never be the same again. Michael Izza, Chief Executive ICAEA.
  how to start a presentation: How to Start a Home-Based Event Planning Business Jill S.
Moran, 2015-07-02 Event planning continues to be a thriving business area for the motivated
entrepreneur. This fourth edition includes updated ideas about creating business plans, balancing
home and work, building a client base, and a more in-depth discussion on the role of social media in
your event planning business.
  how to start a presentation: Microsoft Office XP 8-in-1 Joe Habraken, Joseph W. Habraken,
2001 On Office XP
  how to start a presentation: Presenting in English Dick Smakman, 2024-06-17 This practical
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