how long is a life sentence

How Long Is a Life Sentence? Understanding the Nuances Behind the Term

how long is a life sentence is a question that often sparks curiosity and sometimes confusion.
When people hear the phrase "life sentence," they usually imagine someone spending the rest of
their natural life behind bars. But the reality is far more complex and varies significantly depending on
jurisdiction, the nature of the crime, and legal definitions. If you've ever wondered what a life
sentence truly entails, this article will walk you through the intricacies, shedding light on what it
means legally and practically.

What Does a Life Sentence Mean?

The term "life sentence" refers to a prison sentence where the convicted individual is supposed to
spend the remainder of their natural life in prison. However, the actual time served can be very
different from what the phrase suggests. In many legal systems, a life sentence isn't always literally
for life without parole. Instead, it can include possibilities such as parole eligibility after a certain
number of years or even sentence reductions.

Understanding how long is a life sentence requires examining the specific laws and sentencing
guidelines in the jurisdiction where the sentence is given.

The Difference Between Life With and Without Parole

One of the most significant distinctions when discussing life sentences is whether the sentence
includes the possibility of parole.

- ¥*Life With Parole**; In cases where parole is an option, the convicted person may become eligible
for release after serving a minimum number of years set by law (for example, 15, 25, or 30 years).
Parole boards evaluate the inmate's behavior, rehabilitation efforts, and other factors before granting
early release.

- ¥*Life Without Parole (LWOP)**: This is a harsher sentence where the individual is not eligible for
parole and is expected to remain in prison until death, barring extraordinary circumstances like

clemency or commutation.

These distinctions are crucial because they directly influence how long a life sentence lasts in
practice.

Variations of Life Sentences Around the World

How long is a life sentence can vary dramatically depending on the country or even the state or
province within a country. The legal frameworks and sentencing practices differ, creating a patchwork



of definitions.

Life Sentences in the United States

In the U.S., life sentences can differ from state to state. Some states have mandatory life without
parole for certain crimes, such as first-degree murder, while others allow for life with parole eligibility.

- **Parole Eligibility**: In many states, a person sentenced to life imprisonment may become eligible
for parole after 15 to 25 years.

- **Multiple Life Sentences**; Sometimes, judges impose consecutive life sentences, meaning the
inmate must serve one life sentence after another, effectively ensuring they remain imprisoned for
life.

- *Juvenile Sentencing**: The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that mandatory life without parole
sentences for juveniles are unconstitutional in many cases, leading to resentencing or parole
eligibility for some.

Life Sentences in the United Kingdom

In the UK, life sentences are common for serious offenses like murder. However, "life" does not always
mean imprisonment until death.

- *Minimum Term (Tariff)**: After sentencing, a judge sets a minimum term (tariff) that the offender
must serve before being eligible for parole. This can vary widely, from as low as 15 years to whole-life
orders.

- **Whole Life Orders**: For the most heinous crimes, some prisoners receive whole life orders,
meaning no possibility of parole.

Other Countries' Approaches

- **Canada**: Life sentences generally mean parole eligibility after 25 years, but for multiple murders,
parole eligibility can be extended.

- **Australia**: Similar to the UK, life sentences come with minimum terms before parole eligibility.

- **European Countries**; Some countries, like Norway, do not have life sentences in the traditional
sense and focus more on rehabilitation with maximum fixed-term sentences.

Factors Influencing the Length of a Life Sentence

Several elements play into determining how long someone actually spends in prison when given a life
sentence.



Nature of the Crime

The severity and circumstances of the offense heavily influence sentencing. For example,
premeditated murder might attract life without parole, whereas lesser offenses might result in life
with parole eligibility.

Legal Guidelines and Statutes

Legislatures set sentencing guidelines that judges follow. These guidelines specify minimum terms for
parole eligibility and can vary widely.

Good Behavior and Rehabilitation

In some jurisdictions, inmates can reduce their time through good behavior, participation in
rehabilitation programs, or educational courses. These credits can impact parole decisions and early
release possibilities.

Judicial Discretion

Judges often have some discretion to set minimum terms or recommend parole eligibility periods,
considering circumstances like the defendant’s criminal history, remorse, and other mitigating
factors.

Life Sentence vs. Other Sentencing Options

Understanding how long is a life sentence also means contrasting it with other common sentences.

- **Fixed-Term Sentences**: Unlike life sentences, fixed-term sentences have a set duration, such as
10, 20, or 30 years.

- **Death Penalty**: In jurisdictions where capital punishment exists, it may be an alternative to life
imprisonment.

- **Indeterminate Sentences**: Some sentences have a range (e.g., 15 years to life), leaving the
exact length to parole decisions.

What Happens After Serving a Life Sentence?

When an inmate becomes eligible for parole after a life sentence, their future depends on several
factors.



Parole Hearings and Evaluations

Parole boards assess whether the individual poses a risk to society, their behavior in prison, and
readiness to reintegrate. This can be a lengthy process with no guarantee of release.

Life After Prison

For those released on parole, adjusting to life outside can be challenging. Many face restrictions,
supervision, and the stigma attached to their convictions.

Possibility of Clemency or Commutation

In rare cases, governors or presidents may grant clemency or commute life sentences, shortening the
time served.

Why the Ambiguity Around “How Long Is a Life
Sentence” Exists

The phrase “life sentence” sounds definitive but is wrapped in legal complexities and societal
debates. The ambiguity arises because:

- Different jurisdictions have different definitions and rules.

- Changes in laws and judicial rulings can alter parole eligibility.

- Sentencing reforms and human rights considerations influence how life sentences are applied.
- Media and popular culture often oversimplify or dramatize the concept.

Final Thoughts on Understanding Life Sentences

As we've explored, asking how long is a life sentence is not as straightforward as it seems. The term
encompasses a range of possibilities depending on location, crime, and legal nuances. For someone
facing such a sentence or wanting to understand the criminal justice system better, it's essential to

look at the specific laws and options available in the relevant jurisdiction.

Whether life means a minimum of 15 years behind bars or imprisonment until death without parole,
understanding these distinctions can provide clarity and insight into one of the most serious
punishments in the legal system.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does a life sentence mean in prison terms?

A life sentence typically means the convicted individual will spend the remainder of their natural life
in prison, though the exact length can vary based on jurisdiction and eligibility for parole.

Is a life sentence always for the rest of a person's life?

Not always. In some jurisdictions, a life sentence may allow for parole after a certain minimum
number of years, meaning the person could be released early based on behavior and other factors.

How many years can a life sentence be in some countries?

The length of a life sentence varies widely; in some countries, it can be 25 years or more before
eligibility for parole, while others impose life without parole, meaning imprisonment until death.

What is the difference between life imprisonment and life
without parole?

Life imprisonment allows for the possibility of parole after serving a minimum term, whereas life
without parole means the prisoner will remain incarcerated for life with no chance of release.

Can a life sentence be reduced or commuted?

Yes, in some cases, life sentences can be reduced or commuted by governors, presidents, or parole
boards based on good behavior, legal appeals, or changes in law.

How does a life sentence differ from a fixed-term sentence?

A fixed-term sentence has a predetermined length (e.g., 10 years), after which the prisoner is
released, while a life sentence typically has no set end date and can mean imprisonment for the
duration of the person's life.

Do all countries have life sentences?

No, not all countries have life sentences. Some countries have maximum fixed-term sentences and
may not use life imprisonment as a legal penalty.

How long do people typically serve in prison when sentenced
to life with parole eligibility?

Typically, individuals with life sentences and parole eligibility might serve anywhere from 15 to 25
years or more before being considered for parole, depending on the crime and jurisdiction.



Additional Resources

How Long Is a Life Sentence? Understanding the Variations and Implications of Life Imprisonment

how long is a life sentence is a question that often arises in discussions about criminal justice,
sentencing, and penal policy. Despite its seemingly straightforward nature, the answer is far from
simple. The length of a life sentence varies widely across jurisdictions, influenced by legal definitions,
parole eligibility, and specific case circumstances. This article delves into the complexities
surrounding life sentences, exploring different interpretations, systems, and the broader implications
for inmates and society.

Defining a Life Sentence: Legal and Practical
Perspectives

At its core, a life sentence traditionally means that an individual is sentenced to spend the remainder
of their natural life in prison. However, this traditional notion is complicated by variations in legal
codes and sentencing guidelines worldwide. In some countries, a life sentence genuinely implies
imprisonment until death, while in others, it includes the possibility of parole after a certain minimum
period. This disparity is crucial for understanding how long a life sentence can effectively last.

In the United States, for example, a life sentence can mean different things depending on the state
and the crime. Some states offer "life with parole," meaning an inmate becomes eligible for release
after serving a minimum number of years—often 15, 20, or 25 years. Others impose "life without
parole" (LWOP), where the convict remains incarcerated for life without any opportunity for release.
Federal sentences can also vary, with some life sentences allowing parole and others not.

Life Sentence Lengths Across Different Jurisdictions

The question of how long a life sentence lasts is further complicated by international variations:

e United Kingdom: Life imprisonment is indeterminate, but prisoners usually serve a minimum
tariff set by the judge—often 15 years or more—before being considered for parole. Certain
crimes, such as murder, can lead to whole life orders where the person never leaves prison.

e Canada: Life sentences for first-degree murder come with an automatic 25-year parole
ineligibility period, but parole is not guaranteed. For other offenses, the parole ineligibility
period can be shorter.

¢ Australia: Life sentences vary by state, with minimum non-parole periods ranging widely,
sometimes from 10 to 20 years or more. Some cases involve whole life imprisonment without
parole.

e European Union: Many countries emphasize rehabilitation and allow parole opportunities even
for life sentences, though some, like Norway, rarely impose life sentences and instead use
maximum fixed-term sentences.



These differences underscore why the question "how long is a life sentence" cannot be answered with
a single number or definition.

Parole Eligibility and Its Impact on Life Sentence
Duration

One of the most important factors influencing how long a life sentence lasts is parole eligibility. Parole
allows for the early release of prisoners under supervision, contingent on good behavior and
rehabilitation progress. The minimum time before parole eligibility is often prescribed by law and
varies depending on the crime.

The existence of parole eligibility creates a scenario where an inmate serving a life sentence might
spend a few decades in prison, while others remain incarcerated for their entire life. In certain cases,
parole boards weigh factors such as the nature of the offense, the inmate’s conduct in prison, risk
assessments, and public safety concerns before granting release.

However, parole is not guaranteed, and many serving life sentences may never be released. This gray
area complicates public understanding and legal interpretations of life imprisonment.

Life Without Parole (LWOP) vs. Life With Parole

The distinction between LWOP and life with parole is critical in sentencing policy debates. LWOP is
often reserved for the most serious crimes or repeat offenders and effectively means the inmate will
remain in prison until death. Critics argue that LWOP removes any incentive for rehabilitation and
amounts to a "death sentence" within the penal system.

Conversely, life with parole reflects an opportunity for redemption and reintegration, aligning with
rehabilitative justice principles. However, the minimum time before parole eligibility can still be quite
extensive, sometimes exceeding 25 years, which raises questions about proportionality and the
human rights of aging prisoners.

The Role of Sentencing Guidelines and Judicial
Discretion

Sentencing judges often have discretion in determining how long a life sentence should be, within the
framework of statutory guidelines. These guidelines consider factors such as the severity of the crime,
prior records, mitigating circumstances, and societal impacts.

In many jurisdictions, judges set a "minimum term" or "tariff" for life sentences, defining the least
amount of time an offender must serve before applying for parole. This approach aims to balance
punishment, deterrence, and potential rehabilitation.



Moreover, in certain cases, multiple life sentences can be imposed concurrently or consecutively.
Consecutive life sentences are symbolic but serve to emphasize the gravity of multiple offenses.
While this does not necessarily extend the prison time beyond the natural life of the inmate, it can
influence parole board decisions.

The Influence of Public Opinion and Political Climate

Public attitudes and political considerations also affect how life sentences are structured and applied.
High-profile crimes often lead to calls for harsher penalties, including longer minimum terms or LWOP
sentences. Legislators sometimes respond by enacting "three strikes" laws or mandatory life
sentences for specific offenses.

This dynamic creates tension between punitive and rehabilitative philosophies of criminal justice. As a
result, the length of life sentences can fluctuate with shifts in political priorities and societal values.

Implications of Life Sentences: Social, Psychological,
and Economic Considerations

Understanding how long a life sentence lasts extends beyond legal definitions to encompass its
broader effects. Life imprisonment carries significant social and psychological consequences for
inmates, including loss of freedom, separation from family, and mental health challenges.

From an economic perspective, housing life-sentenced prisoners is costly for states and governments.
Long-term incarceration demands considerable resources for security, healthcare, and rehabilitation

programs.

Moreover, the aging prison population presents challenges, as many inmates serving life sentences
live well into old age behind bars, increasing healthcare costs and complicating prison management.

Rehabilitation and the Question of Hope

A critical aspect of the life sentence debate is the potential for rehabilitation. Life sentences with no
possibility of parole may extinguish hope for some prisoners, potentially impacting behavior and
mental well-being.

Conversely, parole eligibility introduces a modicum of hope, which can motivate positive change. This
distinction highlights the importance of nuanced sentencing policies that consider both public safety
and human dignity.

Variations in Life Sentence Length: Case Studies

Examining specific cases can illuminate the variability in life sentence duration:



1. United States: In California, a life sentence typically requires serving at least 25 years before
parole eligibility, but some offenders receive LWOP. For example, notorious criminals like
Charles Manson received life without parole.

2. United Kingdom: The minimum tariff can be set anywhere from 12 years to a whole life order.
The case of Myra Hindley, convicted for the Moors Murders, resulted in a whole life tariff,
meaning no parole.

3. Canada: First-degree murder carries a mandatory life sentence with no parole eligibility for 25
years. However, parole boards have the discretion to grant release after that period.

These examples reveal that the duration of life sentences depends heavily on jurisdictional laws,
judicial rulings, and parole systems.

Conclusion

The question of how long is a life sentence cannot be answered definitively without considering the
legal context, parole possibilities, and specific circumstances of each case. While some life sentences
entail imprisonment until death, others allow for parole after decades of incarceration. The nuances of
life imprisonment reflect broader debates about justice, rehabilitation, and societal safety.
Understanding these complexities is essential for informed discussions about criminal sentencing and
reform.

How Long Is A Life Sentence

how long is a life sentence: Life Sentence Mark Bowden, 2023-04-11 In this unprecedented
deep dive into inner-city gang life, Mark Bowden takes readers inside a Baltimore gang, offers an
in-depth portrait of its notorious leader, and chronicles the 2016 FBI investigation that landed eight
gang members in prison Sandtown is one of the deadliest neighborhoods in the world; it earned
Baltimore its nickname Bodymore, Murderland, and was made notorious by David Simon’s classic
HBO series “The Wire.” Drug deals dominate street corners, and ruthless, casual violence abounds.
Montana Barronette grew up in the center of it all. He was the leader of the gang “Trained to Go,” or
TTG, and when he was finally arrested and sentenced to life in prison, he had been nicknamed
“Baltimore’s Number One Trigger Puller.” Under Tana’s reign, TTG dominated Sandtown. After a
string of murders are linked to TTG, each with dozens of witnesses too intimidated to testify, three
detectives set out to put Tana in prison for life. For them, this was never about drugs: It was about
serial murder. Now an acclaimed journalist who spent his youth in the white suburbs of Baltimore,
Mark Bowden returns to the city with exclusive access to the FBI files and unprecedented insight
into one of the city’s deadliest gangs and its notorious leader. As he traces the rise and fall of TTG,
Bowden uses wiretapped drug buys, police interviews, undercover videos, text messages, social
media posts, trial transcripts, and his own ongoing conversations with Tana’s family and community
to create the most in-depth account of an inner-city gang ever written. With his signature precision
and propulsive narrative, Mark Bowden positions Tana - as a boy, a gang leader, a killer, and now a


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/how-long-is-a-life-sentence.pdf

prisoner - in the context of Baltimore and America, illuminating his path for what it really was: a life
sentence.

how long is a life sentence: Life Sentences The Elsinore-Bennu Think Tank for Restorative
Justice, 2019-09-10 A collection of autobiographical writing by prison inmates that illuminates the
challenges of the American criminal justice system. A collection of poetry and prose by six
incarcerated men. Featuring an introduction by Amber Epps and an afterword by novelist John
Edgar Wideman. The six authors of Life Sentences—Fly, Faruq, Khalifa, Malakki, Oscar, and
Shawn—met at the State Correctional Institution in Pittsburgh and came together in 2013 to form
the Elsinore Bennu Think Tank for Restorative Justice. The men met weekly for years, along with
other writers, activists, and political leaders who bonded over the creation of this book, a hybrid of
prison memoir, philosophy, history, policy document, and manifesto. Centered around the principles
of restorative justice, which aims to heal communities broken by criminal and state violence through
collective action, Life Sentences is more than a literary collection. It is a how to guide for those who
are trapped inside any community. It's also a letter of invitation, asking readers to join with the
incarcerated and their families so we can all continue to fly over walls, form loving connections with
each other, and teach one another to be free. An urgent collection that sheds light on the criminal
justice system, written by those most directly involved in it.

how long is a life sentence: Exploring the Mandatory Life Sentence for Murder Barry
Mitchell, Julian V Roberts, 2012-10-19 Murder is often regarded as both the 'ultimate' and a unique
crime, and whereas courts are normally given discretion in sentencing offenders, for murder the
sentence is mandatory - indeterminate imprisonment. Since the crime and the punishment come as
a 'package deal' this book looks at both the legal nature of the offence and at the current operation
of the mandatory life sentence. Not only does the book adopt a critical approach, by assessing the
strengths and weaknesses of the status quo, it also draws upon comparative material from both
common and civil law jurisdictions in an attempt to provide a comprehensive exploration of these
issues. The need for public confidence in the criminal justice system is particularly acute in the way
it deals with the most serious homicides. In this book the authors report findings from the first
systematic exploration of public attitudes to sentencing murder in this or any other common law
jurisdiction. The picture of public opinion emerging from this recent large-scale nationwide
qualitative and quantitative survey, funded by the Nuffield Foundation, is likely to surprise many,
and will be of interest to all jurisdictions where the mandatory life sentence for murder has been
questioned.

how long is a life sentence: A Life Sentence William Watson Burgess, 1905

how long is a life sentence: Life Imprisonment from Young Adulthood Ben Crewe, Susie
Hulley, Serena Wright, 2019-12-20 This book analyses the experiences of prisoners in England &
Wales sentenced when relatively young to very long life sentences (with minimum terms of fifteen
years or more). Based on a major study, including almost 150 interviews with men and women at
various sentence stages and over 300 surveys, it explores the ways in which long-term prisoners
respond to their convictions, adapt to the various challenges that they encounter and re-construct
their lives within and beyond the prison. Focussing on such matters as personal identity,
relationships with family and friends, and the management of time, the book argues that long-term
imprisonment entails a profound confrontation with the self. It provides detailed insight into how
such prisoners deal with the everyday burdens of their situation, feelings of injustice, anger and
shame, and the need to find some sense of hope, control and meaning in their lives. In doing so, it
exposes the nature and consequences of the life-changing termsof imprisonment that have become
increasingly common in recent years.

how long is a life sentence: Murderers and Life Imprisonment Eric Cullen, Tim Newell,
1999 All about life imprisonment, the most severe sentence that can be passed in the UK and the
ways in which the system tries to deal with dangerous and high-risk offenders - by a prison governor
and psychologist with long experience of working with such people.

how long is a life sentence: Prison Admissions and Releases, 1982 Stephanie Minor-Harper,




Lawrence A. Greenfeld, 1985

how long is a life sentence: Life Sentences Wilbert Rideau, Ron Wikberg, 1992 Drawing on
their award-winning reporting for the Louisiana State Penitentiary's uncensored newsmagazine, The
Angolite, Wilbert Rideau and Ron Wikberg present the stark reality of life behind bars and the
human, political, and fiscal costs of our long-running war on crime.

how long is a life sentence: Your Rights Megan Addis, Penelope Morrow, Liberty, 2005-01-20
This is the eighth edition of the successful civil liberties guide Your Rights. Now expanded and
extended in scope to include all new legislation that has come into force since the last edition was
published in 2000, this book includes, a new introduction covering the Human Rights Act 1998 and
the European Convention on Human Rights and a new chapter on the Rights of the Bereaved. In
addition to, updated and expanded chapters on the rights of suspects, rights of defendants, rights of
prisoners, rights of immigrants and the rights of families and children. Written by leading lawyers
and campaigners at Liberty, this is the ultimate reference handbook for specialists and general
readers alike.

how long is a life sentence: Fine Lines and Distinctions Terrence Morris, Louis
Blom-Cooper, 2011-06-20 Written by two of the UK[Js leading experts on the law of homicide.
Contains new information and analysis. Suggests a radical new solution to the Jmess[] which English
homicide law has become. In this powerful account, the authors show that[Jfrom Sir Edward Coke[]s
classic common law definition of murder, through political fixes, poorly thought-out compromises
and misguided legislative or Executive tinkering[ithe English law of homicide is in [Ja mess[]. Even
the most adept legal minds are faced with what has been described in Parliament as [Ifine lines and
distinctions[]. What must juries make of messy laws and how can anyone have confidence in criminal
justice if laws affecting some of the most serious offences in the criminal calendar are deeply
flawed? To make matters worse, the entire subject of homicide in England and Wales is further
distorted by the existence of the mandatory life sentence for murder. Building on unrivalled
knowledge, extensive research, close practical observation and incisive analysis, Professor Terence
Morris and Sir Louis Blom-Cooper QC trace the development of the law of homicide from early times
to the present day. They counter and dismantle specious arguments for preserving the status quo
and point out that only root and branch reform of the basis of liability for homicide and its
sentencing regime will serve to restore justice, fairness and political probity. Professor Terence
Morris and Sir Louis Blom-Cooper QC are two of the UK[Js leading experts on the law of homicide,
having studied developments together for over 50 years. This has led them to recognise the extent of
disquiet, especially following [Jparticularly troubling cases[] and to conclude that the law of homicide
in England and Wales is [Jan unsatisfactory law enveloped in a political fix[]. Their suggestion of a
replacement single offence of criminal homicide coupled with abolition of the mandatory life
sentence for murder in favour of discretion at the sentencing stage demands close study by judges,
lawyers, legislators, academics, penal reformers and anyone who senses that something is seriously
amiss. 'This is no dry legal tome. The authors present their case in a bracing, persuasive and highly
readable way... This is an important and stimulating work that should engage not just the legal
practitioner, politician or law student but anyone concerned with our justice system or puzzled by
the conduct and outcome of a murder trial': guardian.co.uk 'Fine Lines and Distinctions prompted
me to pay more attention to and reflect further on those who have killed. Though its primary focus is
the law - specifically a potentially significant improvement to the law - I also warmly recommend it to
anyone interested in lifers': Independent Monitor 'This timely, provocative and certainly topical book
puts forward a closely argued and well supported case for encouraging a root and branch reform of
the law of homicide ... [and] provides ample evidence and ammunition to those who would agree that
such a reform should be put in place as a matter of urgency': by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth
Taylor of Richmond Green Chambers.

how long is a life sentence: How Do Judges Decide? Cassia Spohn, 2002-01-28 The
appropriate amount of punishment for a given crime is an issue that has been debated by scholars,
philosophers and legal professionals since the beginning of civilizations. This book seeks to address



this issue in all of its complexity by providing a comprehensive overview of the sentencing process in
the United States. The book begins by discussing the overall concept of punishment and then
proceeds to dissect individual aspects of punishment. Topics include: the sentencing process;
responsibility of the judge; disparity and discrimination in sentencing; and sentencing reform. This
book is an ideal text for introductory courses on the judicial system, criminal law, law and society. It
can be an essential resource to help students understand patterns in the wide discretion and latitude
given to judges when determining punishments within the framework of the United States judicial
system.

how long is a life sentence: Sessional Papers Printed by Order of the House of Lords: Minutes
of Proceedings ... Public Bills ... Reports from Committees ... Miscellaneous Great Britain.
Parliament. House of Lords, 1988 Includes lists of orders, rules, bills etc.

how long is a life sentence: Nursing in Prison Joanne Brooke, 2023-07-19 This Textbook
addresses a gap in the market, as currently there are no contemporary books exploring nursing
within a prison setting. The main focus is the provision of healthcare in the Prison Service of
England and Wales, although examples will also be drawn from the United States of America and
Australia. Healthcare within prison settings has changed remarkably to address the needs of the
changing prison populations. Thus, this text is clearly structured to support student nurses to
understand the role of the nurse within prison and how the different specialities of nursing are
applied in this unique setting. This textbook provides an overview of the context of prison, prisoners,
and healthcare, as well as the experiences of nurse specialists who work in this field, including
adult, mental health, and learning disability nurses across primary care, mental health services,
substance misuse and end-of-life care. This volume is informative for both undergraduate student
nurses and for qualified nurses and dispels many myths regarding working as a nurse in a prison.
Each chapter is written by experts within the field, including nurses who have worked or still
working within the prison setting. An important objective of this work is to inform student nurses of
the possibility and opportunity of a nursing career within a prison setting.

how long is a life sentence: Life Imprisonment and Human Rights Dirk van Zyl Smit,
Catherine Appleton, 2016-12-01 In many jurisdictions today, life imprisonment is the most severe
penalty that can be imposed. Despite this, it is a relatively under-researched form of punishment and
no meaningful attempt has been made to understand its full human rights implications. This
important collection fills that gap by addressing these two key questions: what is life imprisonment
and what human rights are relevant to it? These questions are explored from the perspective of a
range of jurisdictions, in essays that draw on both empirical and doctrinal research. Under the
editorship of two leading scholars in the field, this innovative and important work will be a landmark
publication in the field of penal studies and human rights.

how long is a life sentence: Life Imprisonment Dirk Van Zyl Smit, Catherine Appleton,
2019-01-14 Life imprisonment has replaced the death penalty as the most common sentence
imposed for heinous crimes worldwide. Consequently, it has become the leading issue of
international criminal justice reform. In the first survey of its kind, Dirk van Zyl Smit and Catherine
Appleton argue for a human rights-based reappraisal of this harsh punishment.

how long is a life sentence: Dictionary of Probation and Offender Management Rob
Canton, David Hancock, 2013-06-17 Covers new ideas and concepts as well as the established
probation lexicon, including institutional, legal, political and theoretical terms used in the discipline
and importing concepts from the disciplines of sociology, criminology and psychology.

how long is a life sentence: The Mythology of Crime and Criminal Justice Victor E.
Kappeler, Gary W. Potter, 2017-07-18 The social construction of crime is often out of proportion to
the threat posed. The media and advocacy groups shine a spotlight on some crimes and ignore
others. Street crime is highlighted as putting everyone at risk of victimization, while the greater
social harms from corporate malfeasance receive far less attention. Social arrangements dictate
what is defined as crime and the punishments for those who engage in the proscribed behavior.
Interest groups promote their agendas by appealing to public fears. Justifications often have no basis




in fact, but the public accepts the exaggerations and blames the targeted offenders. The
net-widening effect of more laws and more punishment catches those least able to defend
themselves. This innovative alternative to traditional textbooks provides insightful observations of
myths and trends in criminal justice. Fourteen chapters challenge misconceptions about specific
crimes or aspects of the criminal justice system. Kappeler and Potter dissect popular images of
crimes and criminals in a cogent, compelling, and engaging manner. They trace the social
construction of each issue and identify the misleading statistics and fears that form the basis of
myths—and the collateral damage of basing policies on mythical beliefs. The authors encourage
skepticism about commonly accepted beliefs, offer readers a fresh perspective, and urge them to
analyze important issues from novel vantage points.

how long is a life sentence: Positive Growth and Redemption in Prison Lila Kazemian,
2019-10-10 Although the negative consequences of rising incarceration rates have been
well-established, criminological research has largely neglected to document psychological, social,
and behavioral changes that occur during periods of incarceration. Drawing on an original
longitudinal study of long-term French prisoners, this book examines the process of desistance from
crime and positive growth in prison. It offers reflections on how personal transformation can be
achieved in prison, particularly among individuals serving long prison sentences. This research
investigates the barriers to achieving positive growth in prison, as well as the different ways in
which transformation can occur behind bars. It also conceptualizes the process of abandoning crime
in prison, and sheds light on the cognitive, social, and structural factors that may trigger, accelerate,
or hamper this process. This book explores the circumstances under which individuals can thrive in
prison, and identifies key features of the narratives of prisoners who have achieved positive growth.
The research presented in this book also examines the intricacies of returning to society after a
lengthy period of time in prison. Written in a clear and accessible style, this book will be invaluable
reading for those engaged in studies of criminology and criminal justice, sociology, criminal
behavior, prisons, and penology. It is also aimed at a variety of audiences, including academics,
practitioners, policy-makers, and prisoners.

how long is a life sentence: Corrections William J. Chambliss, 2011-05-03 Resource added for
the Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement 105046 and Professional Studies 105045 programs.

how long is a life sentence: Punitivity Helmut Kury, Evelyne Shea, 2011
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