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Heroes of Telemark: The Untold Story of Courage and Sabotage

heroes of telemark is a phrase that resonates deeply with history enthusiasts
and war film aficionados alike. This term refers to a group of Norwegian
resistance fighters during World War II who executed one of the most daring
and impactful acts of sabotage against Nazi Germany’s nuclear ambitions. The
story behind the heroes of Telemark is not only an epic tale of bravery and
resourcefulness but also a compelling chapter in the broader narrative of
resistance during the Second World War.

The Historical Context of the Heroes of
Telemark

To truly appreciate the significance of the heroes of Telemark, it’s
essential to understand the geopolitical and scientific backdrop of their
mission. During World War II, the Nazis were aggressively pursuing nuclear
technology, aiming to develop atomic weapons that could decisively tilt the
balance of power. Central to their plan was the exploitation of heavy water,
a form of water that contains a higher proportion of deuterium and is
critical for nuclear reactors.

Why Heavy Water Mattered

Heavy water (deuterium oxide) serves as a neutron moderator in nuclear
reactors, allowing a sustained chain reaction necessary for building atomic
bombs. The only significant source of heavy water in Europe at the time was
the Norsk Hydro plant located in Telemark, Norway. Controlling or destroying
this facility became a strategic priority for the Allies to hinder the Nazi
nuclear program.

The Legendary Telemark Sabotage Mission

The mission to stop the production of heavy water at the Norsk Hydro plant is
what cemented the heroes of Telemark in history. In 1942-1943, a group of
Norwegian resistance fighters, many trained by the British Special Operations
Executive (SOE), carried out a series of courageous operations to sabotage
the facility.



Operation Grouse: The First Step

The initial phase, known as Operation Grouse, involved parachuting a small
team of commandos into the harsh terrain of the Norwegian mountains near
Telemark. They faced extreme weather conditions and the constant threat of
German patrols. Their primary goal was reconnaissance and preparing the
ground for the main sabotage team.

Operation Freshman and Its Tragic Outcome

Following Grouse, Operation Freshman was launched in November 1942 to deliver
British airborne engineers to the site for demolition. Unfortunately, the
operation ended in disaster when the gliders crashed, leading to the capture
and execution of survivors by the Nazis. Despite this setback, the resistance
fighters remained undeterred.

Operation Gunnerside: The Ultimate Success

In February 1943, Operation Gunnerside was executed with remarkable
precision. A small team of Norwegian commandos infiltrated the heavily
guarded Norsk Hydro plant under the cover of night. They successfully planted
explosives that destroyed key parts of the heavy water production equipment
without causing civilian casualties. The mission was hailed as one of the
most successful acts of sabotage during the war.

The Impact of the Heroes of Telemark on World
War II

The sabotage of the heavy water plant significantly delayed the German
nuclear weapon program. By disrupting the supply of heavy water, the heroes
of Telemark effectively stalled research that could have led to the
development of an atomic bomb for the Nazis. Their efforts contributed to the
eventual victory of the Allied forces by preventing a potentially
catastrophic escalation in the war’s destructive power.

Recognition and Legacy

Though their actions were critical, the heroes of Telemark remained
relatively unsung for many years. Over time, however, their bravery has been
recognized through books, documentaries, and the famous 1965 film "The Heroes
of Telemark," starring Kirk Douglas. This cultural portrayal helped
immortalize their legacy, inspiring future generations with a story of



resistance, sacrifice, and the fight against oppression.

Lessons from the Heroes of Telemark for Today

Beyond its historical significance, the story of the heroes of Telemark
offers valuable insights into courage, strategy, and the power of collective
action under dire circumstances.

The Power of Small, Determined Groups

One of the most striking lessons is how a small, highly trained group can
influence the course of history. The Norwegian commandos demonstrated that
with meticulous planning, local knowledge, and unwavering determination, even
the most formidable obstacles can be overcome.

Importance of Local Resistance Movements

The Telemark sabotage highlights the crucial role of local resistance
networks in the broader Allied war effort. These fighters not only gathered
intelligence but also executed operations that conventional armies could not,
often at great personal risk.

Environmental and Ethical Considerations

Interestingly, the operation was carried out with minimal collateral damage,
reflecting a careful balance between achieving military objectives and
preserving civilian lives and infrastructure. This approach provides a model
for ethical considerations in modern conflict scenarios.

Exploring Telemark Today: A Journey Through
History

For those intrigued by the heroes of Telemark, visiting the region offers a
unique opportunity to connect with history firsthand. The rugged Norwegian
landscape, dotted with remnants of wartime activity, tells the story of
resilience and defiance.



Key Sites to Visit

Norsk Hydro Plant: Although operations have changed since the war, parts
of the original heavy water plant area remain accessible to visitors
interested in industrial history.

Rjukan and Krossobanen Cable Car: The town of Rjukan played a central
role during the sabotage, and the cable car offers stunning views of the
surrounding mountains where commandos trained and operated.

Sabotage Monuments: Several memorials honor the brave men who risked
everything during these missions, providing insight into the human cost
of war.

Guided Tours and Museums

Local museums such as the Norwegian Industrial Workers Museum provide
detailed exhibits about the heavy water sabotage and the wider context of
Norwegian resistance during the war. Guided tours often include hiking routes
that trace the commandos’ paths, offering both historical education and
breathtaking natural scenery.

The Enduring Fascination with the Heroes of
Telemark

Why does the story of the heroes of Telemark continue to captivate so many?
Perhaps it’s the perfect blend of suspense, heroism, and the high stakes of
nuclear warfare. It’s a narrative that reminds us how ordinary individuals,
when united by a common cause, can challenge even the most daunting powers.

Their story is not just a historical footnote but a timeless reminder of the
impact that courage and conviction can have in shaping the world. Whether
through film, literature, or personal exploration, the heroes of Telemark
inspire us to reflect on the costs of war and the enduring human spirit that
fights for freedom against overwhelming odds.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Heroes of Telemark' about?
'The Heroes of Telemark' is a 1965 war film based on the true story of
Norwegian resistance fighters who sabotaged the German heavy water plant
during World War II to prevent the Nazis from developing nuclear weapons.

Who directed the movie 'The Heroes of Telemark'?
'The Heroes of Telemark' was directed by Anthony Mann, a notable filmmaker
known for his work in the war and Western genres.

Which actors starred in 'The Heroes of Telemark'?
The film stars Kirk Douglas as Rolf Pedersen and Richard Harris as Knut
Straud, two key members of the Norwegian resistance.

Is 'The Heroes of Telemark' based on a true story?
Yes, 'The Heroes of Telemark' is based on the true events surrounding the
Norwegian heavy water sabotage missions during World War II, conducted to
hinder Nazi Germany's atomic bomb project.

What historical significance does the heavy water
sabotage have in WWII?
The sabotage of the German heavy water plant at Vemork was crucial in
delaying or preventing Nazi Germany from developing nuclear weapons,
representing a significant act of resistance during World War II.

Where was 'The Heroes of Telemark' filmed?
The movie was primarily filmed on location in Norway, which helped to
authentically depict the harsh winter conditions faced by the resistance
fighters.

Additional Resources
Heroes of Telemark: A Cinematic Tribute to Bravery and Resistance

heroes of telemark refers to both a pivotal World War II event and its
renowned cinematic portrayal. The term primarily commemorates the daring
Norwegian resistance fighters who sabotaged the German heavy water production
at the Vemork hydroelectric plant in Telemark during the Nazi occupation.
This episode has inspired numerous historical accounts and, notably, the 1965
film "The Heroes of Telemark," which dramatizes the perilous mission. The
story encapsulates themes of courage, espionage, and sacrifice amid the
broader context of resistance movements in occupied Europe.



The Historical Background of the Heroes of
Telemark

During World War II, the German war machine sought to develop nuclear
weapons, with heavy water (deuterium oxide) being a critical component for
their nuclear reactor experiments. The Norwegian plant at Vemork, near Rjukan
in Telemark, was the world’s primary producer of heavy water, making it a
strategic target. After Germany’s invasion of Norway in 1940, the plant came
under Nazi control, prompting Allied forces to consider ways to thwart their
nuclear ambitions.

The historical "heroes of Telemark" were Norwegian commandos and resistance
fighters who undertook several sabotage missions between 1942 and 1943. Among
these, the most famous was Operation Gunnerside in February 1943, considered
one of the most successful acts of sabotage in history. The commandos managed
to infiltrate the heavily guarded facility, destroy critical equipment, and
escape undetected. This mission significantly delayed the Nazi nuclear
program and symbolized the resilience of the Norwegian resistance.

The 1965 Film: A Dramatized Portrayal

Overview and Production

The 1965 film "The Heroes of Telemark," directed by Anthony Mann and starring
Kirk Douglas and Richard Harris, brought this dramatic episode to
international audiences. The film blends historical events with fictionalized
characters and dialogues, creating an engaging narrative that highlights the
tension and stakes of the sabotage missions. While the movie takes certain
creative liberties, it remains a significant cultural artifact that
introduced many viewers to this lesser-known chapter of World War II.

The production was notable for its on-location shooting in Norway, lending
authenticity to the rugged terrain and harsh weather conditions depicted. The
film’s cinematography captured the bleakness and isolation of the Norwegian
landscape, which itself was a formidable adversary to the resistance
fighters.

Accuracy and Criticism

From a historical accuracy standpoint, "The Heroes of Telemark" has received
mixed reviews. Critics praise its gripping storytelling and action sequences
but note several deviations from actual events. For instance, the film
exaggerates certain character roles and simplifies complex military



operations for dramatic effect. The central characters, portrayed by Douglas
and Harris, are composites rather than direct representations of the real-
life saboteurs.

Despite these liberties, the movie succeeds in conveying the urgency and
heroism that defined the sabotage efforts. Film historians often regard it as
a compelling war drama that balances entertainment with respectful homage to
those involved.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The story of the heroes of Telemark has transcended its historical moment,
becoming a symbol of resistance and the fight against tyranny. The sabotage
operations at Vemork have been studied extensively in military academies as
examples of effective guerrilla warfare and covert operations under hostile
conditions.

Moreover, the narrative has inspired books, documentaries, and other films,
each offering different perspectives on the events. The fusion of fact and
fiction, especially through the 1965 film, has helped preserve public
interest and awareness about Norway’s role in the global conflict.

Comparisons with Other WWII Sabotage Missions

When compared with other notable sabotage operations, such as the British
Special Operations Executive (SOE) missions in France or the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising, the heroes of Telemark stand out for their strategic significance
and operational success. The Norwegian commandos’ ability to carry out a
high-risk mission in a remote and well-defended location, and subsequently
evade capture, is often cited as exemplary.

While some missions resulted in heavy casualties or failed objectives, the
Telemark sabotage had a lasting impact with minimal loss of life among the
saboteurs. This efficiency underscores the meticulous planning and deep local
knowledge that characterized their efforts.

Exploring the Themes in Heroes of Telemark

The narrative woven around the heroes of Telemark encapsulates several
profound themes:

Resistance and Patriotism: The resistance fighters’ commitment to their
country despite overwhelming odds highlights national pride and the will
to fight oppression.



Courage and Sacrifice: The willingness to risk lives for a greater cause
resonates as a universal testament to human bravery.

Espionage and Strategy: The covert nature of the operations illustrates
the complex interplay of intelligence, deception, and tactical planning
in warfare.

Environmental Challenges: The harsh Norwegian winter and mountainous
terrain not only shaped the operation’s difficulty but also symbolized
the resilience required to succeed.

These themes contribute to the enduring fascination with the story and its
adaptability across different media.

The Role of Norwegian Resistance in the Larger WWII
Context

The Telemark sabotage was part of a broader Norwegian resistance movement
that engaged in intelligence gathering, sabotage, and helping Allied forces.
Norway's geographical position made it strategically important, and its
resistance fighters played a crucial role in undermining Nazi control. The
heroes of Telemark exemplify the courage found in many occupied nations,
where ordinary citizens became extraordinary fighters.

This act of sabotage also represented the collaboration between local
resistance groups and Allied intelligence agencies, showcasing the
interconnected nature of the war effort.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the
Heroes of Telemark

The heroes of Telemark, both as historical figures and as cinematic subjects,
continue to captivate audiences and scholars alike. Their story is a powerful
reminder of the impact that determined individuals can have against seemingly
insurmountable odds. Through the blend of factual recounting and dramatized
storytelling, the legacy of the Telemark saboteurs remains an important
chapter in the narrative of World War II resistance.

As interest in wartime history persists, the heroes of Telemark offer rich
material for reflection on the complexities of courage, strategy, and the
human spirit in times of conflict.



Heroes Of Telemark

  heroes of telemark: The Real Heroes of Telemark Raymond Mears, 2008-01-01 In 1943 four
men parachuted onto a Norwegian glacier, equipped with only basic equipment. Their mission was
to prevent the Nazi regime from building an atomic bomb. Ray Mears tells the true story of this
campaign, showing how these men's ability to survive in extreme conditions influenced the outcome
of World War II.
  heroes of telemark: The Films of Kirk Douglas Tony Thomas, 1991
  heroes of telemark: Heroes of Telemark David Greentree, 2018-11-29 In May 1941, the
Norwegian Section of SOE received a dossier warning of the dangers of a hydroelectric fertiliser
plant in Norway. Vemork produced heavy water, an essential part of making plutonium for nuclear
weapons. When the Germans overran Norway the entire stock had been smuggled out of the
country, but the plant was intact and soon producing heavy water again, destined for the German
nuclear programme. Despite the difficulties of getting to and operating in such a remote, hostile
area, SOE decided it had to destroy the plant. Six ski-borne commandos had the task of slipping past
300 heavily armed guards and passing through a ravine the Germans thought impassable. Fully
illustrated with stunning new commissioned artwork, this is the thrilling story of the daring
Norwegian-led SOE raid that prevented Hitler from building an atomic bomb.
  heroes of telemark: Anthony Mann William Darby, 2009-10-21 This detailed study of the career
of Anthony Mann argues Mann's prominence and influence alongside contemporaries like John Ford.
Mann (1906-1967), who was active in Hollywood and Europe, directed or produced more than 40
films, including The Fall of the Roman Empire and God's Little Acre. Best known for his work in the
film noir and western genres and his films starring Jimmy Stewart, Mann later moved into Cold War
and epic films. The book features a filmography and 49 photographs.
  heroes of telemark: The Real Heroes of Telemark Raymond Mears, 2004 Sixty years ago,
four men parachuted onto a Norwegian glacier, carrying only the most basic equipment. Their
mission was to prevent the Nazi regime from building an atomic bomb. Now wilderness expert Ray
Mears tells the true story of this gruelling campaign, showing how these men's ability to survive in
extreme conditions influenced the outcome of the Second World War. The Telemark campaign was
an example of the bravery and skill of the SOE trainees. The Norwegians transformed a military
disaster into a triumph. This book tells the full story for the first time.
  heroes of telemark: The Heroes of Telemark Anthony Mann, 1965
  heroes of telemark: Hidden Armies of the Second World War Patrick G. Zander,
2017-10-03 Even though much of Europe eventually succumbed to the Nazis during World War II,
many Europeans defiantly resisted occupation in every way possible. This captivating book provides
a survey of these resistance movements during the period of Axis occupation and recounts the ways
in which unarmed citizens undermined Nazi efforts at domination. A thorough description of the Axis
conquest of Europe, the formation of the Special Operations Executive in Britain, and the Office of
Strategic Services in the United States provides a backdrop for this turbulent time in history.
Chapters cover the resistance organizations, their leaders, and other key individuals behind their
operations. The book details the movement's furtive tactics that included spreading information,
providing the Allies with key intelligence, conducting industrial sabotage, destroying bridges and
factories, and fighting behind the lines. Case studies of resistance operations in France, Norway,
Holland, Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, the Balkans, Greece, Italy, and within
Nazi Germany itself show the scope and breadth of the resistance movement throughout the world.
  heroes of telemark: History Buff’s Guide to World War II Thomas R. Flagel, 2012-08 Did you
know that neither Hitler nor Stalin graduated from high school? Or that the Allies often employed
teenage girls as spies? In The History Buff's Guide to World War II, Thomas R. Flagel leaves no stone
unturned as he presents dozens of top ten lists that examine the politics, leaders, and battles of the
Second World War. From Hitler to Stalin, battleground to home front, Flagel's compelling analysis
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and attention to often-overlooked information ensures a surprise on every page for even the most
dedicated World War II buff. This fresh, impossible-to-put-down book puts a new perspective on one
of the most heavily researched wars of all time and is sue to enthrall expert and amateur historians
alike. Do You Think You Know World War II? Top Ten Speeches Top Ten Causes of Military Deaths
Top Ten Most Popular Myths and Misconceptions Top Ten Forms of Resistance Top Ten Military
Blunders
  heroes of telemark: The Heavy Water War John Sadler, 2024-01-15 If Hitler had succeeded in
developing a nuclear bomb, that could have been both the end of the Second World War and of
civilisation as we know it. A handful of commandos stopped him.
  heroes of telemark: War and Film James Chapman, 2008-06-01 From the onset of the film
medium, directors have found war an endlessly compelling and fruitful subject for their art. In War
and Film, Chapman explores their fascination as well as audiences’ enduring need to examine and
experience the vicissitudes of war. Chapman examines the issues of truthfulness and realism that
arise in depictions of war, whether in the supposed truth telling of war documentaries or Hollywood
battle scenes that are “more realistic than the real thing.” The book considers films from the U. S.,
Britain, and Europe, and the national responses to cinematic depictions of particular conflicts. In
case studies of such legendary works as Das Boot, Apocalypse Now, and All Quiet on the Western
Front, the book parses their dominant narrative themes, ranging from war as a pointless tragedy to
combat as an exciting and heroic adventure. But few films, Chapman contends, probe into the
deeper ramifications of war—the psychological scars left on the soldier and civilians. A study of
remarkable breadth and scope, War and Film exposes the power of cinema in shaping our
perceptions of violent conflict.
  heroes of telemark: How James Bond Saved My Life David Harkin, 2024-06-28 How James
Bond Saved My Life is a unique self-help memoir. The author takes you on a journey through
cinema, delving into the significance of cinematic role models and how cinematic characters can
empower and inspire young minds, be it Bond, Batman or Wonder Woman. David shares his
experiences as a non-verbal school child requiring speech therapy and his childhood growing up in
Northern Ireland during the Troubles to establish the significance of cinema. David intertwines
personal anecdotes from his past, the bullying at school, and his struggle in learning to speak, with
his professional expertise as a qualified youth worker and film tutor to present a compelling case for
the importance of switching off from the everyday world and tuning into the world of cinema.
  heroes of telemark: Projecting Britain at War Jeremy Havardi, 2014-02-28 This detailed
chronological analysis of British World War II movies from 1939 until the present explores how films
projected recognizable stereotypes of British national character and how the times in which a film
was made shaped its perspectives. Several chapters look at films made during and immediately after
the war. In depictions of the Home Front, characters display resolve as well as emotional restraint
and present an image of an undivided society cooperating to fight evil. By contrast, duty and service
are the paramount virtues of combat films while spy melodramas exemplify the British love of
improvisation. Fifties war films are examined against the backdrop of alarm and uncertainty caused
by the Cold War. Such films reflect traditional national character stereotypes, though the stiff upper
lip begins to be questioned by the end of the decade. The book then traces the radical effect of the
1960s revolution, revealing how the fondness for skeptical antiwar movies went hand in hand with
the questioning of Britain's place in the world. The book ends by looking at recent war films and asks
whether these reflect the cult of narcissism so prevalent in modern Britain.
  heroes of telemark: Operation Big Colin Brown, 2016-04-15 The Cambridgeshire country
house at the centre of a secret mission to stop Hitler's A-Bomb
  heroes of telemark: Sabotage in Norway Bernard O'Connor, 2013-04-08 Norwegians trained in
industrial sabotage at Brickendonbury Manor, near Hertford, U.K. were infiltrated by the 'Shetland
Bus', fishing boats, motorboats, submarines or parachuted in by planes to attack targets across
Norway. They included Karl Aarsaether, Jan Allen, Johannes S. Andersen, Gunnar Berg, Torfinn
Bjørnås, Svein Blindheim, Peter Deinboll, Andreas Fasting, Kasper Fjell, Gunnar Fougner, Arne



Gjestland, Per Getz, Gregers Gram, Sverre Granlund, Torleif Grong, Arne Haegstad, Knut Haukelid,
Claus Helberg, Thor Helliessen, Willy Houlder, Kasper Idland, Fredrik Kayser, Arne Kjelstrup,
Frithjof Pedersen Kviljo, Ruben Langmo, Alf Lindeberg, Martin Linge, Max Manus, Odd Nilsen, Nils
Nordland, Martin Olsen, Erik Gjems-Onstad, Arthur Pevik, Johnny Pevik, Jens Anton Poulsson,
Joachim Rønneberg, Einar Skinnarland, Paal Skjærpe, Gunnar Sønsteby Odd Starheim, Hans
Storhaug, Birger Strømsheim, Harald Svindseth, Edvard Tallasken, Gunvald Tomstad, Ragnar
Ulstein, Karl Vilnes, Leif Well and Aasmund Wisløff. .
  heroes of telemark: Wilderness Chef Ray Mears, 2020-07-09 Gather round an open fire. Share
delicious food inspired by the outdoors and infused with age-old wisdom. This is living. This is the
way of the wilderness chef. Ray Mears has spent his life travelling the world, living with and
learning from trackers, adventurers and indigenous peoples in the desert, the rainforests and the
Arctic north. In this book he presents us with a delicious array of his most popular and enduring
recipes, tried-and-tested for all levels of skill and in all conditions, from quick and tasty meals to
opulent gourmet feasts. Opening with advice on setting up your outdoor kitchen and essential
cooking techniques, Ray shows how to assess your ingredients, light a fire, cook in ashes and leaves,
steam, smoke, and build a ground oven. He then shares his fabulous and enjoyable recipes,
including: - easy ideas that children and grownups can try out (campfire s'mores, wilderness hot
dog, egg on a stick, lemon chicken wrapped in dock leaves) - gourmet meals (Italian hunter's rabbit,
succulent split-stick roasted salmon) - recipes learned from bushmen and indigenous peoples around
the world (potjiekos, canoe country pancakes, fragrant and intense Gurkha curry) Woven throughout
are colourful stories of Ray's cooking around the world, from baking a birthday cake using
ingredients sourced in the rainforest, to steaming fish Maori-style using bags crafted from Bull Kelp,
and pulling a giant Emu leg drumstick out of a ground oven built by a Pitjantjatjara elder in the
Central Australian desert. This is a practical and inspiring book drawing on the love of the outdoors,
cooking in the open air and creating delicious food from scratch.
  heroes of telemark: Film Style and the World War II Combat Genre Stuart Bender,
2014-08-11 Film Style and the World War II Combat Genre is a detailed examination of the stylistic
means by which filmmakers depict stories of combat. The work furthers contemporary discussions
by analyzing a range of World War II combat films to a degree of detail which has previously
escaped critical attention. This substantial examination of cinematography, sound, editing and acting
in a range of movies including Saving Private Ryan, Windtalkers, Bataan, and Objective Burma!
demonstrates the importance of close attention to the textual construction of these films specifically,
as well as cinematic texts more generally. The work advances the original analytic descriptions of
“controlled spontaneity” and “reported realism” as theoretical concepts which explain why viewers
regard certain stylistic techniques as realistic. This notion of realism is then further understood
through reference to a body of research in cognitive psychology to argue that the density of
audio-visual information in contemporary combat films is a significant factor in creating a sense of
realism.
  heroes of telemark: Atomic Bomb Cinema Jerome F. Shapiro, 2013-05-13 Unfathomably
merciless and powerful, the atomic bomb has left its indelible mark on film. In Atomic Bomb Cinema,
Jerome F. Shapiro unearths the unspoken legacy of the bombing of Nagasaki and Hiroshima and its
complex aftermath in American and Japanese cinema. According to Shapiro, a Bomb film is never
simply an exercise in ideology or paranoia. He examines hundreds of films like Godzilla, Dr.
Strangelove, and TheTerminator as a body of work held together by ancient narrative and symbolic
traditions that extol survival under devastating conditions. Drawing extensively on both
English-language and Japanese-language sources, Shapiro argues that such films not only grapple
with our nuclear anxieties, but also offer signs of hope that humanity is capable of repairing a
damaged and divided world. www.atomicbombcinema.com
  heroes of telemark: What If? Dr. Knut Olsen, 2013-10-10 Every month, millions of people
enter the term what if on Google and other online search engines. What do they expect to find? The
answer is something like the information youll find in this collection of trivia, witticisms, and plain



old useful information. Author Knut Olsen addresses questions like these: What if Adam had been
gay? What if nobody drank alcohol? What if you could call God? A: The phone operator would
probably charge you a fortune. What if you put all the condoms in the world on top of each other?
What if you fired a gun on a train moving as fast as a bullet? What if we knew how much
Governments around the world waste of taxpayers money? Youll discover the answers to these and
more than one thousand other what if questions on a wide range of topics, including family, religion,
music, sex, politics and much more. As you read the questions and answers, youll think, laugh, and
often be surprised. We are surrounded by what-ifs, and some of them are so serious that you might
not be prepared to consider them. While some are unthinkable or unrealistic, many are fun. Either
way, sit back and enjoy the ride!
  heroes of telemark: Music, Collective Memory, Trauma, and Nostalgia in European Cinema
after the Second World War Michael Baumgartner, Ewelina Boczkowska, 2019-09-23 In the wake of
World War II, the arts and culture of Europe became a site where the devastating events of the 20th
century were remembered and understood. Exploring one of the most integral elements of the
cinematic experience—music—the essays in this volume consider the numerous ways in which
post-war European cinema dealt with memory, trauma and nostalgia, showing how the music of
these films shaped the representation of the past. The contributors consider films from the United
Kingdom, Poland, the Soviet Union, France, Italy, Germany, Sweden, Austria, and the Netherlands,
providing a diverse and well-rounded understanding of film music in the context of historical
memory. Memory is often underrepresented within scholarly musical studies, with most of these
applications found in the disciplines of ethnomusicology, popular music studies, music cognition, and
psychology and music therapy. Likewise, trauma has mainly been studied in relation to music in only
a few historical contexts, while nostalgia has attracted even less academic attention. In three parts,
this volume addresses each area of study as it relates to the music of European cinema from 1945 to
1989, applying an interdisciplinary approach to investigate how films use music to negotiate the
precarious relationships we maintain with the past. Music, Collective Memory, Trauma, and
Nostalgia in European Cinema after the Second World War offers compelling arguments as to what
makes music such a powerful medium for memory, trauma and nostalgia.
  heroes of telemark: British Cinema and the Second World War Robert Murphy,
2005-08-15 The author provides a decade-by-decade analysis of every film ever made in Britain
about World War II. It provides a comprehensive account of how Britain has portrayed the war
through films.
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