
examples of arguments in literature
Examples of Arguments in Literature: Exploring Conflict and Persuasion Through Storytelling

Examples of arguments in literature serve as some of the most compelling elements in
storytelling. Whether subtle or overt, arguments propel narratives forward, reveal character traits,
and illuminate underlying themes. From Shakespearean plays to contemporary novels, the art of
presenting and engaging in arguments is a vital tool for authors to explore human nature and
conflict. This article delves into notable examples of arguments in literature, examining their forms,
purposes, and impact on the story as a whole.

The Role of Arguments in Literary Works

Arguments in literature are not simply quarrels or fights. They are structured exchanges of ideas,
beliefs, or emotions that deepen the reader’s understanding of characters and themes. Unlike
everyday disagreements, literary arguments often carry symbolic weight or highlight societal issues.
They can be verbal debates, internal struggles, or even ideological clashes woven into the narrative
fabric.

Arguments often serve multiple purposes in a text:
- Develop character relationships and dynamics.
- Reveal personal or cultural values.
- Create tension and conflict that drives the plot.
- Offer commentary on philosophical, political, or moral questions.

Understanding examples of arguments in literature helps readers appreciate how writers use
dialogue and conflict to engage audiences and provoke thought.

Classic Examples of Arguments in Literature

Hamlet’s “To be, or not to be” Soliloquy

One of the most famous examples of an internal argument in literature is found in Shakespeare’s
*Hamlet*. The protagonist wrestles with profound existential questions, debating the merits of life
and death. This soliloquy is essentially Hamlet’s argument with himself about whether enduring
life’s hardships outweighs the uncertainty of what comes after death.

This internal debate reveals Hamlet’s deep philosophical conflict and sets the stage for his
subsequent decisions. Unlike a conventional argument between two characters, this introspective
dialogue invites readers to contemplate the human condition and the nature of suffering.



Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy’s Verbal Sparring in *Pride
and Prejudice*

Jane Austen’s *Pride and Prejudice* showcases numerous lively verbal arguments that highlight
social norms and individual pride. Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy’s early interactions are filled with
witty exchanges and misunderstandings that function as arguments revealing their contrasting
personalities and social viewpoints.

These arguments are not just about the surface disagreements but also about class, prejudice, and
personal growth. Through their evolving debates, Austen critiques societal expectations and
explores themes of love and self-awareness.

Arguments as Devices to Highlight Themes and
Conflicts

Arguments in literature frequently embody deeper thematic concerns. For example, in George
Orwell’s *1984*, the protagonist Winston Smith’s arguments with Party members illustrate the clash
between individual freedom and oppressive government control. These confrontations expose the
mechanisms of propaganda and the struggle for truth in a dystopian society.

Similarly, in *To Kill a Mockingbird* by Harper Lee, courtroom arguments serve as powerful
examples of justice versus prejudice. Atticus Finch’s defense of Tom Robinson is not just a legal
argument but a moral one, challenging ingrained racism and advocating for integrity.

How Dialogue Builds Persuasive Arguments in Literature

Writers often craft dialogue that mimics real-life persuasive arguments. Characters use rhetoric,
appeals to emotion, logic, and ethical reasoning to make their points. This technique not only makes
the conversation realistic but also engages readers in evaluating the validity of each character’s
stance.

For instance, in Arthur Miller’s *The Crucible*, the courtroom scenes feature heated arguments
filled with accusations and defenses that reflect hysteria and fear. The persuasive strategies
employed reveal not just the characters’ motives but also the social dynamics of the Salem witch
trials.

Internal Arguments: Conflict Within the Self

Not all arguments in literature involve opposing characters. Many stories highlight internal conflicts
where a character debates within themselves. These internal arguments often drive the narrative by
showing growth, doubt, or moral dilemmas.



Examples of Internal Conflict in Literature

- **Raskolnikov in *Crime and Punishment* by Fyodor Dostoevsky**: The protagonist struggles with
guilt and justification after committing murder. His internal arguments explore themes of morality,
redemption, and the nature of evil.
- **Holden Caulfield in *The Catcher in the Rye* by J.D. Salinger**: Holden’s internal debates about
authenticity and adulthood reveal his resistance to change and deep emotional pain.

These internal arguments allow readers to delve into complex psychological landscapes and
understand characters on a profound level.

Arguments that Shape Plot and Character Development

Arguments are often catalysts for character transformation and plot progression. When characters
clash, their differing viewpoints force change, reveal hidden motivations, or escalate conflicts.

Shakespeare’s *Othello* – The Power of Manipulative
Arguments

In *Othello*, Iago’s cunning arguments manipulate Othello into doubting his wife Desdemona’s
fidelity. The persuasive but deceitful nature of these arguments drives the tragedy forward. This
example demonstrates how arguments can be weaponized in literature to create suspense and
explore themes of jealousy and trust.

Modern Examples: Arguments in Contemporary Novels

In contemporary literature, arguments often reflect current social issues and personal identity
struggles. For example:
- In *The Hate U Give* by Angie Thomas, arguments surrounding race, justice, and activism
highlight the protagonist Starr’s journey toward finding her voice.
- In *The Fault in Our Stars* by John Green, arguments between Hazel and Augustus about illness,
fate, and hope deepen their emotional connection and explore life’s fragility.

These modern examples show how arguments in literature evolve to address the complexities of
today’s world while maintaining their core function as drivers of narrative and character insight.

Tips for Identifying and Analyzing Arguments in
Literature

Understanding the role of arguments in literary works can enrich your reading experience. Here are
a few tips to help you spot and analyze them effectively:



Pay attention to dialogue and tone: Arguments often reveal themselves through sharp
exchanges or subtle disagreements.

Consider the stakes: What is at risk for the characters? High stakes often signal important
arguments.

Look for thematic connections: Arguments usually tie back to larger themes like justice,
love, power, or identity.

Analyze character motivations: Why does each character argue? What do they hope to
achieve?

Observe the argument’s outcome: Does it lead to resolution, escalation, or transformation?

By focusing on these elements, you can better appreciate how arguments shape the narrative and
enhance the literary experience.

---

Throughout literature, arguments—whether between characters or within oneself—serve as dynamic
tools to explore conflict, reveal personality, and challenge ideas. From Shakespeare’s timeless plays
to modern novels tackling social issues, examples of arguments in literature illustrate the power of
words and ideas to move stories and readers alike. Engaging with these arguments not only enriches
our understanding of the text but also invites us to reflect on the complexities of human
communication and belief.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of a classic argument in literature?
A classic example of an argument in literature is the debate between Hamlet and King Claudius in
Shakespeare's "Hamlet," where Hamlet confronts Claudius about his guilt and moral corruption.

Can you provide an example of an argument used to develop a
character?
In Harper Lee's "To Kill a Mockingbird," Atticus Finch's courtroom argument defending Tom
Robinson reveals his integrity and commitment to justice, helping to develop his character.

What is an example of an internal argument within a character
in literature?
In Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment," Raskolnikov's internal argument about morality and guilt
drives much of the psychological tension in the novel.



How are arguments used to highlight themes in literature?
In George Orwell's "1984," the arguments between Winston and O'Brien about reality and truth
illustrate themes of power, control, and resistance.

Can you give an example of an argument that serves as a plot
device?
In Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice," the argument between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy about
misunderstandings and social class propels the romantic plot forward.

What is an example of a philosophical argument presented in
literature?
In Albert Camus' "The Stranger," the protagonist Meursault's reflections and arguments about the
absurdity of life present existential philosophical ideas.

How are arguments between characters used to create conflict
in literature?
In Arthur Miller's "The Crucible," the heated arguments between John Proctor and Abigail Williams
create tension and conflict that drive the story's drama.

What is an example of a persuasive argument in a literary
work?
In Martin Luther King Jr.'s "Letter from Birmingham Jail," although not fiction, the persuasive
arguments about justice and civil rights have literary significance and influence.

Additional Resources
Examples of Arguments in Literature: An Analytical Review

Examples of arguments in literature serve as a crucial element that shapes narrative tension,
character development, and thematic exploration. Whether it is a heated debate between
protagonists or a subtle clash of ideologies woven into the fabric of a story, arguments in literature
reveal much about human nature and societal constructs. This article delves into the multifaceted
role of argumentative exchanges in literary works, examining how they enhance storytelling and
provide readers with deeper insights into characters and contexts.

The Role of Arguments in Literary Works

Arguments in literature are more than just disagreements; they are dynamic interactions that propel
narratives forward. They can manifest as verbal disputes, internal conflicts, or ideological



confrontations, each serving distinct narrative purposes. Such argumentative scenes often highlight
conflicting values, moral dilemmas, or power struggles, thereby enriching the story’s complexity.

From the classical dialogues of Plato to modern novels, the use of argumentation has evolved but
continuously remains instrumental in creating dramatic tension and intellectual engagement.
Literary arguments often mirror real-world debates, enabling readers to explore diverse
perspectives and challenge their own beliefs.

Character Development Through Argumentation

One of the primary functions of arguments in literature is to reveal character traits and growth.
Characters engaged in disputes frequently expose their motivations, fears, and moral compasses.
For example, in Shakespeare’s “Othello,” the argument between Iago and Othello unravels jealousy,
manipulation, and trust issues, offering a profound psychological portrait of both characters.

Similarly, Jane Austen’s “Pride and Prejudice” features witty and spirited arguments between
Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy. Their exchanges not only provide entertainment but also chart the
evolution of their relationship, highlighting misunderstandings and eventual mutual respect.

Examples of Arguments Illustrating Thematic Conflicts

Arguments in literature often embody larger thematic conflicts, such as good versus evil, tradition
versus progress, or freedom versus control. In George Orwell’s “1984,” the ideological arguments
between Winston Smith and the Party representatives underscore the oppressive nature of
totalitarianism and the struggle for individual autonomy.

In Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird,” the courtroom arguments presented by Atticus Finch
against racial prejudice serve as a powerful critique of systemic injustice and moral courage. These
argumentative scenes not only advance the plot but also invite readers to reflect on societal issues.

Types of Arguments Found in Literary Texts

Arguments in literature can be broadly categorized based on their nature and purpose.
Understanding these types helps in appreciating how writers employ argumentative techniques to
enrich their narratives.

Verbal Disputes

Verbal disputes are explicit confrontations where characters exchange opposing views directly.
These are often charged with emotion and can take the form of debates, quarrels, or negotiations.
For instance, the debates between Hamlet and Claudius in Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” reveal
underlying political intrigue and personal vendettas.



Internal Arguments

Internal arguments occur within a character’s mind, reflecting inner conflict or moral dilemmas.
Dostoevsky’s “Crime and Punishment” masterfully illustrates this through Raskolnikov’s
psychological turmoil as he wrestles with guilt and justification for his crime. These introspective
arguments add depth to characters and invite readers to empathize with their struggles.

Ideological Conflicts

Arguments based on ideology often represent broader societal debates and philosophical inquiries.
In “The Grapes of Wrath” by John Steinbeck, the ideological tension between capitalist exploitation
and collective solidarity is embodied in the interactions between characters. Such conflicts extend
the scope of the narrative beyond individual experiences to encompass social commentary.

How Argumentative Techniques Enhance Literary Style

The strategic use of argumentative techniques in literature not only advances the plot but also
enhances stylistic elements such as dialogue, pacing, and tone. Writers employ rhetorical devices
like irony, sarcasm, and persuasive appeals (ethos, pathos, logos) to craft compelling arguments
within their works.

For example, Mark Twain’s “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” utilizes satire and irony in the
debates about morality and freedom, subtly critiquing societal norms. These argumentative
strategies engage readers both intellectually and emotionally, making the literature memorable and
thought-provoking.

Impact on Reader Engagement

Arguments in literature often spark critical thinking and emotional investment from readers. When
characters present conflicting viewpoints, readers are encouraged to analyze the validity of each
position, fostering a more active reading experience. This engagement can lead to a greater
appreciation of the narrative’s complexity and the thematic depth.

Balancing Conflict and Resolution

Effective literary arguments strike a balance between conflict and resolution, maintaining tension
without causing frustration. Some works end arguments ambiguously, leaving interpretive space for
readers, while others provide clear resolutions that contribute to character growth or thematic
closure. The manner in which arguments conclude can significantly affect the overall impact of the
narrative.



Notable Examples of Arguments in Literature

To better understand the diversity and function of arguments in literature, consider the following
notable examples:

“The Crucible” by Arthur Miller: The courtroom scenes feature intense arguments that1.
expose mass hysteria and the dangers of fanaticism.

“The Catcher in the Rye” by J.D. Salinger: Holden Caulfield’s internal arguments reveal2.
his alienation and struggle with adolescence.

“A Tale of Two Cities” by Charles Dickens: The ideological debates about sacrifice and3.
redemption frame the historical upheaval of the French Revolution.

“Macbeth” by William Shakespeare: Macbeth’s arguments with Lady Macbeth and his own4.
conscience highlight ambition and moral decay.

These examples showcase how arguments serve different functions, from driving plot to exploring
philosophical questions.

Arguments as a Reflection of Societal Issues

In many literary works, arguments are not just personal but reflect broader societal conflicts. For
example, Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” contains arguments that delve into the trauma of slavery and
the struggle for identity. Such arguments contribute to the social relevance of the literature, making
it a vehicle for cultural critique and historical memory.

Pros and Cons of Using Arguments in Narrative

Pros: Arguments create tension, reveal character depth, provide thematic insight, and engage
readers intellectually.

Cons: Overuse or poorly constructed arguments can disrupt narrative flow and alienate
readers if perceived as preachy or unrealistic.

Effective literary arguments require careful crafting to maintain authenticity and narrative
coherence.

Exploring examples of arguments in literature reveals their indispensable role in enriching stories
and provoking thought. Through diverse forms and techniques, literary arguments illuminate the
complexities of human experience and societal dynamics, inviting readers into a deeper dialogue



with the text.

Examples Of Arguments In Literature

  examples of arguments in literature: Literary Analysis: The Basics Celena Kusch,
2016-03-10 Literary Analysis: The Basics is an insightful introduction to analysing a wide range of
literary forms. Providing a clear outline of the methodologies employed in twenty-first century
literary analysis, it introduces readers to the genres, canons, terms, issues, critical approaches, and
contexts that affect the analysis of any text. It addresses such questions as: What counts as
literature? Is analysis a dissection? How do gender, race, class and culture affect the meaning of a
text? Why is the social and historical context of a text important? Can digital media be analysed in
the same way as a poem? With examples from ancient myths to young adult fiction, a glossary of key
terms, and suggestions for further reading, Literary Analysis: The Basics is essential reading for
anyone wishing to improve their analytical reading skills.
  examples of arguments in literature: Literature and the Political Imagination Andrea T.
Baumeister, John Horton, 2013-04-15 This volume shows how modern political theory can be
enriched through an engagement with works of literature. It uses the resources of literature to
explore issues such as nationalism, liberal philosophy, utopiansim, narrative and the role of theory in
political thought. A variety of approaches are adopted and the aim is to show some of the many and
diverse ways in which literature may enrich political theorising, as well as considering some of the
problems to which this may give rise. The theorists discussed include Richard Rorty, Alasdair
MacIntyre, Charles Taylor, and Martha Nussbaum. There are literary references from Greek
tradegy, Jonathan Swift, Brian Moore, Elizabeth Bowen and contemporary feminist utopian fiction.
All the contributors have a long-standing interest in the relations between literature and moral and
political thought. They are concerned not to be restricted by conventional academic boundaries and
are not united by any party-line or uniformity of intellectual commitments. This volume will be of
great interest to all students engaged in the study of politics and literature.
  examples of arguments in literature: Practical Argument Laurie G. Kirszner, Stephen R.
Mandell, 2011-05-16 From the best-selling authors of the most successful reader in America comes
Practical Argument. No one writes for the introductory composition student like Kirszner and
Mandell, and Practical Argument simplifies the study of argument. A straightforward, full-color,
accessible introduction to argumentative writing, it employs an exercise-driven, thematically
focused, step-by-step approach to get to the heart of what students need to understand argument. In
clear, concise, no-nonsense language, Practical Argument focuses on basic principles of classical
argument and introduces alternative methods of argumentation. Practical Argument forgoes the
technical terminology that confuses students and instead explains concepts in understandable,
everyday language, illustrating them with examples that are immediately relevant to students’ lives.
  examples of arguments in literature: The Literature of the Jewish People in the Period of the
Second Temple and the Talmud, Volume 1 Mikra Martin-Jan Mulder, 1988-01-01 Series: Compendia
Rerum Iudaicarum ad Novum Testamentum Section 1 - The Jewish people in the first century
Historial geography, political history, social, cultural and religious life and institutions Edited by S.
Safrai and M. Stern in cooperation with D. Flusser and W.C. van Unnik Section 2 - The Literature of
the Jewish People in the Period of the Second Temple and the Talmud Section 3 - Jewish Traditions
in Early Christian Literature
  examples of arguments in literature: Digging Into Literature Joanna Wolfe, Laura Wilder,
2015-11-17 Digging Into Literature reveals the critical strategies that any college student can use
for reading, analyzing, and writing about literary texts. It is based on a groundbreaking study of the
successful interpretive and argumentative moves of more than a thousand professional and student

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/examples-of-arguments-in-literature.pdf


essays. Full of practical charts and summaries, with plenty of exercises and activities for trying out
the strategies, the book convincingly reveals that while great literature is profoundly and endlessly
complex, writing cogent and effective essays about it doesn’t have to be.
  examples of arguments in literature: Literary Forms of Argument in Early China ,
2015-08-17 Literary Forms of Argument in Early China explores formal approaches to the study of
philosophical texts to present new methods for the analysis of pre-modern thought in China.
Attempts made by Chinese thinkers to generate literary forms of philosophical reasoning have gone
unrecognised within scholarship in China and the West. Drawing together the expertise of leading
scholars of early Chinese textuality, this volume addresses this omission by examining the formal
characteristics of an argument, the interrelationship between form and content, as well as patterned
compositions and non-linear semantic utterances. With these comprehensive new readings, the
volume makes a landmark contribution to the study of written thinking in early China. Contributors
include: Wim De Reu, Joachim Gentz, Christoph Harbsmeier, Martin Kern, Dirk Meyer, Michael
Nylan, Andrew H. Plaks, David Schaberg, Rudolf G. Wagner.
  examples of arguments in literature: A Book Worth Reading ,
  examples of arguments in literature: Argumentation Through Languages and Cultures
Christian Plantin, 2022-11-16 This book examines argumentative situations as they develop in
different cultures and language groups. It considers the development of argumentation studies,
making greater allowance for the specificities of argument as developed by “non-mainstream
cultures”; the contribution of Jainism to the framework of philosophical disputation in India; duel
songs as an institutionalized argumentative genre practiced by Ammassalik culture within the Inuit
community; the application of the Muslim theological-legal reasoning system to evaluate two
traditional, pre-Muslim traditional practices in Borneo; the annotation of schemes on the basis of
Walton’s taxonomy of argument schemes and Wagemans’ Periodic Table of Arguments; methodology
proposed for the reconstruction and analysis of “double-mode” arguments in advertisements,
combining the instruments developed in social semiotics, pragmatics, and argumentation theory;
and a review of the argumentation-theoretical literature on metaphor in argumentative discourse.
This book is of interest to students and researchers in argumentation studies, rhetoric, philosophy,
cultural studies and language studies. Previously published in Argumentation Volume 35, issue 1,
March 2021 Chapters Annotating Argument Schemes and The Study of Metaphor in Argumentation
Theory are available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
via link.springer.com.
  examples of arguments in literature: Dialectics: The Art of Conversation and
Argumentation Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-15 Embark on a captivating journey into the world of
argumentation, a powerful tool that shapes our interactions, beliefs, and societies. Dialectics: The
Art of Conversation and Argumentation delves into the intricacies of this essential human skill,
exploring its persuasive power, psychological underpinnings, and diverse applications across various
domains. Within these pages, you'll discover the secrets of effective persuasion, learning how to
craft compelling arguments, understand your audience, and overcome objections. You'll delve into
the psychology of argumentation, uncovering the role of emotions, cognitive biases, and social
norms in shaping our opinions and decisions. From the halls of ancient Greek philosophy to the
modern-day political arena, argumentation has played a pivotal role in shaping our world. This book
takes you on a historical journey, examining famous debates and their impact on society, showcasing
the power of argumentation to influence public opinion and policy. The book also explores the
multifaceted applications of argumentation in everyday life, from the workplace to relationships,
from the media to education. You'll learn how to navigate these different contexts effectively, using
argumentation to resolve conflicts, build consensus, and foster understanding. Delving into the
ethical dimensions of argumentation, the book explores the fine line between persuasion and
manipulation, emphasizing the importance of respectful and constructive dialogue. It provides a
framework for engaging in healthy and productive arguments, promoting critical thinking and
informed decision-making. In an age of information overload and competing narratives, mastering



the art of argumentation is more important than ever. Dialectics: The Art of Conversation and
Argumentation equips you with the skills and knowledge to navigate the complexities of our
interconnected world, becoming a more effective communicator, a discerning consumer of
information, and an engaged citizen. If you like this book, write a review!
  examples of arguments in literature: The Quick Fix Guide to Academic Writing Phillip C.
Shon, 2017-10-30 Whether you’re writing a paper, essay, assignment, or dissertation, this short and
punchy book helps you improve your writing skills through minimal effort. Providing you with a
quick set of writing rules to follow, this tried and tested guide uses a unique and easy to follow
grid-based system. Packed with advice on understanding (big and little) common errors made in
academic writing, it helps you identify patterns in your own writing and demonstrates how to
reshape or re-evaluate them - and raise your writing game in any academic context. How-to tutorials
include: Synthesizing and critiquing literature – and using your coding sheet to develop critical
arguments Shaping abstracts, introductions, discussions, and conclusions – to improve the logic and
structure of your writing Applying lessons-learned to future projects, whatever format of academic
writing. Save time and improve your grades, with this essential quick fix guide! The Student Success
series are essential guides for students of all levels. From how to think critically and write great
essays to planning your dream career, the Student Success series helps you study smarter and get
the best from your time at university.
  examples of arguments in literature: The Dissertation Research Guide for the Doctoral
Scholar Throne, Robin, 2025-07-03 The dissertation process is a defining milestone in doctoral
education, demanding both academic rigor and personal resilience. Navigating this journey requires
a deep understanding of research design, scholarly writing, ethical considerations, and the
discipline-specific expectations that shape advanced academic work. As doctoral scholars undertake
this transformative endeavor, they develop the critical thinking, inquiry, and communication skills
essential to contribute original knowledge to their fields. Beyond fulfilling a degree requirement, the
dissertation journey cultivates intellectual independence and professional growth, empowering
scholars to become future leaders in research, academia, and practice. The Dissertation Research
Guide for the Doctoral Scholar supports all aspects of the dissertation journey, from proposal to final
manuscript to defense and the elements in between. It can be used as a compass for navigating the
specialized nuances and often complex paths of dissertation research and writing that only a
doctoral scholar will experience. Covering topics such as case study research, research
methodology, and topic selection, this book is an excellent resource for graduate students, doctoral
scholars, research supervisors, academicians, and more.
  examples of arguments in literature: Elements of Literature and Composition Lucius
Adelno Sherman, 1908
  examples of arguments in literature: Cognitive Science, Literature, and the Arts Patrick
Colm Hogan, 2003 Cognitive Science, Literature, and the Arts is the first student-friendly
introduction to the uses of cognitive science in the study of literature, written specifically for the
non-scientist. Patrick Colm Hogan guides the reader through all of the major theories of cognitive
science, focusing on those areas that are most important to fostering a new understanding of the
production and reception of literature. This accessible volume provides a strong foundation of the
basic principles of cognitive science, and allows us to begin to understand how the brain works and
makes us feel as we read.
  examples of arguments in literature: Moral Authority in Seamus Heaney and Geoffrey
Hill Bridget Vincent, 2022-02-17 How do poems communicate moral ideas? Can they express
concepts in ways that are unique and impossible to replicate in other forms of writing? This book
explores these questions by turning to two of the late twentieth century's most important poets:
Seamus Heaney and Geoffrey Hill. Their work shows that a poem can act as an example of a moral
concept, rather than simply a description or discussion of it. Exploring these two poets via their
shared preoccupation with poetry's moral exemplarity opens up new perspectives on their work. The
concept of exemplarity is shown to play an important role in these poets' most significant



preoccupations, from moral complicity to the nature of lyric speech to literary influence to
memorialisation, responsibility, and aesthetic autonomy. Through this new analysis of poetry, critical
prose, drama, and archival materials, this book offers a major new study of ethics in the later period
of these two writers--including recent underexplored posthumous works. In turn, the book also
makes an important intervention in larger debates about literature and morality, and about the field
of ethical criticism itself: this is the first book-length study to expand ethical criticism beyond its
customary narrative focus. The ethical criticism of fiction is often an exercise in methodological
advocacy, urging the use of more literary examples in moral philosophy. As this book shows,
including poetry among these examples introduces new, lyric-inflected caveats about the use of
literature as a form of moral example: caveats which remain invisible in narrative-centred ethical
criticism.
  examples of arguments in literature: Methods of Argumentation Douglas Walton, 2013-08-26
Argumentation, which can be abstractly defined as the interaction of different arguments for and
against some conclusion, is an important skill to learn for everyday life, law, science, politics and
business. The best way to learn it is to try it out on real instances of arguments found in everyday
conversational exchanges and legal argumentation. The introductory chapter of this book gives a
clear general idea of what the methods of argumentation are and how they work as tools that can be
used to analyze arguments. Each subsequent chapter then applies these methods to a leading
problem of argumentation. Today the field of computing has embraced argumentation as a paradigm
for research in artificial intelligence and multi-agent systems. Another purpose of this book is to
present and refine tools and techniques from computing as components of the methods that can be
handily used by scholars in other fields.
  examples of arguments in literature: The Essentials of Argumentation Elias J. MacEwan,
1898
  examples of arguments in literature: The Literary World , 1874
  examples of arguments in literature: Computational Models of Argument Chris Reed,
Matthias Thimm, Tjitze Rienstra, 2024-09-15 This book presents the proceedings of COMMA 2024,
the 10th biennial International Conference on Computational Models of Argument, held from 18 to
20 September 2024 in Hagen, Germany. The COMMA conference series provides a dedicated forum
for the presentation and discussion of the latest advancements in this interdisciplinary field,
covering basic research, systems and innovative applications and nurturing the steady growth of
interest in computational-argumentation research worldwide. A total of 63 submissions was received
for the conference, and after a thorough review process 26 were accepted as full papers, with a
further 12 accepted as demos accompanied by an extended abstract, and 2 as full papers with
accompanying demo, resulting in an acceptance rate of 53% for full papers and 63% for papers and
demo abstracts combined. In addition to these 40 papers, extended abstracts of the 3 invited talks
are also included here: Semantics in Argumentation: Classifications and Challenges, by Leila
Amgoud; Expanding the Scope of Bayesian Argumentation, by Ulrike Hahn; and The Long Road to
Trustworthy Natural Language Argumentation, by Serena Villata. The book provides a fascinating
overview of current research and innovations, and will be of interest to all those working in the field.
  examples of arguments in literature: Postcolonial Literature Dave Gunning, 2013-09-05
Introduces an array of fiction and poetry, examining how writers from Africa, Australasia, the
Caribbean, Canada, Ireland, and South Asia have engaged with the challenges that beset
postcolonial societies. Discusses many of the most-studied works of postcolonial literature, from
Disgrace, through Things Fall Apart to White Teeth.
  examples of arguments in literature: The Anthropology of Argument Christopher W. Tindale,
2020-12-30 This innovative text reinvigorates argumentation studies by exploring the experience of
argument across cultures, introducing an anthropological perspective into the domains of rhetoric,
communication, and philosophy. The Anthropology of Argument fills an important gap in
contemporary argumentation theory by shifting the focus away from the purely propositional
element of arguments and onto how they emerge from the experiences of peoples with diverse



backgrounds, demonstrating how argumentation can be understood as a means of expression and a
gathering place of ideas and styles. Confronting the limitations of the Western tradition of logic and
searching out the argumentative roles of place, orality, myth, narrative, and audience, it examines
the nature of multi-modal argumentation. Tindale analyzes the impacts of colonialism on the field
and addresses both optimistic and cynical assessments of contextual differences. The results have
implications for our understanding of contemporary argumentative discourse in areas marked by
deep disagreement, like politics, law, and social policy. The book will interest scholars and
upper-level students in communication, philosophy, argumentation theory, anthropology, rhetoric,
linguistics, and cultural studies.
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