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Economic Activities in New England Colonies: A Deep Dive into the Foundations of Early American
Economy

economic activities in new england colonies were diverse and deeply influenced by the region’s
geography, climate, and natural resources. Unlike the Southern colonies, which thrived on
plantation agriculture, New England’s economy developed around a mix of small-scale farming,
fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. Understanding these economic activities sheds light on how the
New England colonies not only survived but prospered and laid the groundwork for the future
economic landscape of the United States.

Geographic and Environmental Influences on New
England’s Economy

The New England colonies, comprising Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New
Hampshire, were characterized by rocky soil, dense forests, and a cooler climate. These
environmental factors played a critical role in shaping the kinds of economic activities that were
practical and profitable.

The Challenge of Agriculture in New England

Farming was essential but challenging due to the poor soil and short growing season. Unlike the
fertile lands of the South, New England farmers could not rely on extensive plantations or cash crops
like tobacco. Instead, they focused on subsistence farming, growing crops such as corn, beans,
squash, and rye. Livestock raising—particularly cattle, sheep, and pigs—also supplemented their
agricultural output.

Farmers practiced crop rotation and used techniques to maximize the yield from limited arable land.
This small-scale, diversified approach to farming was crucial for the colony’s survival and provided
stable, if modest, economic support.

Maritime Industry: The Heart of New England’s
Economy

One cannot discuss economic activities in New England colonies without highlighting the maritime
economy. The proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and abundant natural harbors made seafaring a
natural economic focus.



Fishing and Whaling

Fishing was an economic mainstay for New Englanders. Cod, in particular, was abundant off the
coast, and the colonies developed a vibrant fishing industry that not only fed local populations but
also supported a growing export market. Salted and dried cod became a valuable commodity
shipped to Europe and the Caribbean.

Whaling also emerged as an important industry, especially in later years. Whale oil was highly
sought after for lighting lamps and making soap, candles, and lubricants. The whaling industry
contributed significantly to New England’s maritime commerce and technological advancements in
shipbuilding.

Shipbuilding and Trade

New England’s vast forests provided ample timber, which fueled a booming shipbuilding industry.
Skilled craftsmen built ships that were not only used locally but also sold throughout the colonies
and abroad.

Shipbuilding was closely tied to trade, both within the colonies and internationally. New England
merchants engaged in the Triangular Trade, exchanging rum, molasses, and manufactured goods
with Africa and the Caribbean. This maritime trade network helped to diversify the colonial economy
and brought wealth to port cities like Boston and Newport.

Craftsmanship and Small-Scale Manufacturing

While agriculture and maritime activities dominated, New England colonies also fostered an
environment where skilled artisans and craftsmen thrived. Economic activities in New England
colonies included blacksmithing, carpentry, shoemaking, and weaving.

The Role of Artisans in Colonial Society

Artisans supplied the local communities with necessary goods, from tools and household items to
furniture and clothing. Many craftspeople operated small workshops and participated in local
markets, contributing to a self-sufficient economy.

These industries often overlapped with maritime commerce. For example, rope makers, sailmakers,
and coopers (barrel makers) were essential to the shipbuilding and fishing industries, creating a
synergy between different sectors of the economy.

Trade and Commerce: Connecting New England to the



Wider World

Trade was a cornerstone of economic activities in New England colonies. The region’s merchants
were adept at navigating the complexities of colonial and international markets, facilitating the
exchange of goods that fueled economic growth.

Internal and External Trade

Within the colonies, goods such as lumber, fish, and agricultural products were traded for
commodities like tobacco and rice from the Southern colonies. This intercolonial trade helped
balance regional production differences and fostered economic interdependence.

On the international stage, New England merchants exported fish, furs, timber, and ships, while
importing manufactured goods from England and the West Indies. This trade not only brought
wealth but also exposed the colonies to new ideas, technologies, and economic practices.

The Impact of Mercantilism and Navigation Acts

English mercantilist policies shaped colonial trade, imposing regulations like the Navigation Acts to
control commerce and ensure that economic benefits flowed back to the mother country. Although
these laws sometimes limited New England’s trading freedom, they also encouraged shipbuilding
and the development of port infrastructure.

Colonists often found creative ways to circumvent restrictions, including smuggling, which further
illustrates the dynamic nature of economic activities in the New England colonies.

The Role of Religion and Community in Economic Life

Economic activities in New England colonies were closely intertwined with the social and religious
fabric of the society. Puritan beliefs emphasized hard work, frugality, and community responsibility,
which influenced economic behavior and development.

Communal Efforts and Town-Based Economies

Many New England towns operated on a communal basis with shared land and cooperative labor.
This system helped manage limited resources efficiently and ensured that economic activities, such
as farming and milling, supported the entire community.

The town meeting system also allowed residents to make collective economic decisions, from road
building to market regulation, fostering a participatory economic environment that differed from the
plantation economies of the South.



Education and Economic Prosperity

The Puritan emphasis on education led to the establishment of schools and colleges, such as
Harvard, which in turn promoted literacy and skills necessary for commerce and craftsmanship. An
educated population was better equipped to engage in trade, navigation, and innovation,
contributing to the region’s economic vitality.

Natural Resources and Their Economic Exploitation

New England’s economy was not only shaped by human activity but also by the natural resources
available in the region. The forests, rivers, and coastlines offered raw materials that were integral to
various economic pursuits.

Forests and Timber Industry

The abundant forests provided timber for construction, shipbuilding, and fuel. Timber was also a
major export product, shipped to England and the Caribbean. The sustainable management of
forests became a concern as demand increased, influencing colonial policies and practices.

Rivers and Water Power

Rivers powered mills that processed grain, sawed lumber, and produced textiles. The use of water-
powered mills represented an early form of industrial activity that diversified the colonial economy
beyond agriculture and trade.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Economic Activities in New
England Colonies

The economic activities in New England colonies were a complex and interwoven tapestry of
agriculture, maritime industries, craftsmanship, and trade. These activities reflected the region’s
environmental constraints and opportunities, as well as its social and religious values. Together,
they created a resilient economy that adapted over time and laid the foundation for New England’s
role as a commercial and industrial hub in later American history.

By exploring the diverse economic pursuits of the New England colonies, we gain insight into the
innovative spirit and community-oriented mindset that helped shape early America’s economic
development. Whether through fishing the bountiful Atlantic waters, building sturdy ships, or
cultivating challenging land, the people of New England carved out a unique economic identity that
continues to influence the region today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary economic activities in the New England
colonies?
The primary economic activities in the New England colonies included fishing, shipbuilding,
lumbering, small-scale farming, and trading.

How did geography influence economic activities in the New
England colonies?
The rocky soil and harsh climate limited large-scale farming, so New England colonists focused on
fishing, shipbuilding, and trade, taking advantage of their extensive coastline and abundant forests.

Why was shipbuilding important in the New England colonies?
Shipbuilding was important because the abundant forests provided timber, and the colonies’ coastal
location allowed them to build ships for fishing, trade, and transportation, which supported their
economy and connected them to other markets.

How did fishing contribute to the economy of the New England
colonies?
Fishing, especially for cod, was a major industry that provided food, trade goods, and employment,
supporting both local consumption and export to Europe and the Caribbean.

What role did trade play in the New England colonies'
economy?
Trade was vital, as New England merchants exchanged goods like fish, timber, and rum with
Europe, the Caribbean, and other colonies, fostering economic growth and diversification.

In what ways did small-scale farming support the New England
colonies' economy?
Small-scale farming provided food for colonists and livestock, supporting local communities, though
it was limited by poor soil and climate compared to other regions.

How did the New England colonies' economy differ from that
of the Southern colonies?
New England’s economy was based on fishing, shipbuilding, and trade with small farms, while the
Southern colonies focused on large-scale plantation agriculture with cash crops like tobacco and
rice.



What impact did natural resources have on economic activities
in the New England colonies?
Natural resources such as forests for timber and the ocean for fish shaped the economy by
encouraging industries like shipbuilding, lumbering, and fishing.

How did the New England colonies’ economy influence their
social structure?
The economy fostered a society with a strong middle class of merchants, shipbuilders, and artisans,
along with small farmers, creating more economic diversity compared to plantation-based Southern
colonies.

Additional Resources
Economic Activities in New England Colonies: An In-Depth Review

economic activities in new england colonies were diverse and uniquely shaped by the region’s
geography, climate, and social structure. Unlike the Southern colonies, which relied heavily on
plantation agriculture, New England’s economic landscape was characterized by a mixture of small-
scale farming, maritime industries, and emerging manufacturing ventures. This article explores the
multifaceted economic activities that defined the New England colonies from the 17th through the
18th centuries, examining how these pursuits influenced the region’s development and contributed
to the broader colonial economy.

Geographical and Climatic Influence on Economic
Activities

The economic activities in New England colonies cannot be understood without first appreciating
the region’s distinct physical environment. The New England area, encompassing modern-day
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and parts of Maine and Vermont,
featured a rocky terrain with a relatively short growing season. The soil was often thin and less
fertile compared to the Southern colonies’ rich alluvial plains, limiting the scope of large-scale
agriculture.

These environmental constraints directed the colonial economy toward activities that were less
dependent on extensive farming. Colonists adapted by focusing on subsistence agriculture,
supplemented by fishing, shipbuilding, and trade. The abundance of forests provided raw materials
for lumber and naval stores, while the proximity to the Atlantic Ocean allowed for fishing and
maritime commerce to flourish.

Agricultural Practices and Their Role in the Economy



Subsistence Farming and Crop Production

Agriculture in the New England colonies was primarily subsistence-based, oriented toward
supporting local families and communities rather than generating large surpluses for export.
Colonists cultivated crops such as corn, beans, squash, rye, and barley. Corn was particularly
significant, introduced through Native American agricultural practices, and often intercropped with
beans and squash to maximize soil fertility—a technique known as the “Three Sisters.”

While the scale of farming was limited, some surplus agricultural products did enter local markets.
Livestock raising, including cattle, pigs, and sheep, also contributed to the rural economy, supplying
meat, wool, and dairy products. However, the relatively small farm sizes and environmental
challenges meant that agriculture was less profitable in New England compared to the plantation
economies of the South.

Challenges and Limitations of New England Agriculture

The short growing season—typically around 120 to 150 days—restricted crop diversity and yields.
Furthermore, rocky soil required considerable effort to clear and cultivate, which discouraged
expansion. These limitations meant that New England farmers often faced food shortages and had to
rely on trade to supplement their diets.

Despite these challenges, the agricultural foundation remained essential to the colonies’ survival and
provided a stable base from which other economic activities could develop.

Maritime Industries: The Backbone of the New England
Economy

Fishing and Whaling

One of the most prominent economic activities in New England colonies was fishing, particularly cod
fishing off the coast of Massachusetts and Newfoundland. The rich fishing grounds of the North
Atlantic supported a thriving industry that not only fed local populations but also supplied salted fish
to markets in Europe, the Caribbean, and other colonies.

Whaling emerged as another significant maritime industry in the 18th century, with colonies like
Massachusetts becoming centers for whale oil production. Whale oil was a valuable commodity used
for lighting and lubrication, contributing substantially to the colonial economy.

Shipbuilding and Naval Commerce

The extensive forests of New England made shipbuilding a natural and lucrative industry. Timber
resources, including oak and pine, were harvested to construct ships that supported both



commercial trade and fishing fleets. By the mid-18th century, ports such as Boston, Newport, and
Portsmouth were among the busiest shipbuilding centers in North America.

Shipbuilding stimulated related sectors like sawmills, rope-making, and sail-making, creating a
complex maritime economy. Ships built in New England were also instrumental in the triangular
trade, carrying goods between the colonies, Africa, and the Caribbean.

Trade and the Triangular Trade Network

New England’s economy was deeply interconnected with Atlantic trade networks. Merchants
exported fish, lumber, and rum while importing manufactured goods, sugar, molasses, and slaves.
The triangular trade, involving the exchange of rum for African slaves who were then sold in the
Caribbean, with sugar and molasses returning to New England, was both profitable and
controversial.

This trade system fostered urban growth in port cities and created wealth for colonial merchants,
though it also tied the economy to the morally complex institution of slavery and global colonial
exploitation.

Manufacturing and Early Industrial Ventures

Small-Scale Manufacturing

While agriculture and maritime industries dominated, New England colonies also developed small-
scale manufacturing activities. These included textiles, ironworks, and ship-related goods
production. Blacksmiths, coopers, and other artisans played vital roles in supporting the colonial
economy by producing tools, barrels, and household items.

The availability of natural resources and a growing population provided an initial market for these
goods, laying the groundwork for more extensive industrial development in the 19th century.

Ironworks and Mining

Some New England colonies, notably Massachusetts and Connecticut, had limited iron ore deposits.
Colonial ironworks produced items ranging from nails to plows and cannons. Although these
operations were smaller compared to those in the Middle colonies, they contributed to economic
diversification and helped reduce dependence on imported goods.

Social and Economic Implications of New England’s



Economic Activities

The economic activities in New England colonies shaped not only the region’s economy but also its
social structure and cultural identity. The prevalence of small farms and family-run enterprises
fostered tight-knit communities with a strong emphasis on self-reliance and cooperation. Town
meetings and communal landholding practices reflected and reinforced these social dynamics.

The maritime economy encouraged a class of skilled laborers, merchants, and shipowners who
accumulated wealth and influence, contributing to early capitalist development in the colonies.
However, economic opportunities were unevenly distributed, with women and enslaved people often
excluded from the most profitable ventures.

Furthermore, New England’s participation in the triangular trade linked it to the broader Atlantic
world economy, exposing the region to global economic fluctuations and ethical dilemmas related to
slavery and colonialism.

Comparative Perspective: New England Versus Other
Colonial Economies

Compared to the Southern colonies, which were characterized by plantation agriculture and cash
crops like tobacco and rice, New England’s economy was more diversified and less reliant on slave
labor. The Middle colonies occupied a middle ground, combining agriculture with commerce and
manufacturing.

New England’s focus on maritime industries and small-scale farming made it more resilient to
certain economic shocks but limited its capacity for large-scale wealth accumulation through
agriculture. This economic foundation influenced political and social developments, including the
region’s early push for education and civic participation.

Legacy and Long-Term Impact

The economic activities in New England colonies set the stage for the region’s transformation during
the American Industrial Revolution. The skills, capital, and infrastructure developed through
shipbuilding, fishing, and small manufacturing ventures provided a springboard for mechanized
textile mills and other industries in the 19th century.

Moreover, New England’s economic patterns influenced migration, urbanization, and cultural
trends, helping to define the distinctive character of the region within the emerging United States.

In summary, the economic activities in new england colonies were marked by adaptability and
diversity, shaped by environmental constraints and opportunities. From subsistence farming and
fishing to shipbuilding and trade, these pursuits collectively forged an economy that was integral to
colonial America’s development and left a lasting imprint on the nation’s economic history.



Economic Activities In New England Colonies

  economic activities in new england colonies: The American Colonies Richard C. Simmons,
1981 The American Colonies brings the burgeoning scholarship on early America under control and
provides students with a graceful, rigorous introduction to American colonial history. --Robert M.
Calhoon, Journal of American History
  economic activities in new england colonies: Economic History of the United States
Francis G. Walett, 2013-11-05 First Published in 2005. This volume offers a summary of all phases of
economic growth in the USA. It is based upon the contents of the standard college textbooks in
American economic history. It presents in succinct form and in the most common organization the
essential facts about the economic development of the American people.
  economic activities in new england colonies: The Problem of Industrial Education Arthur
Beverly Mays, 1927
  economic activities in new england colonies: The Essential Test Guide Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-07-25 **The Essential Test Guide** is the most comprehensive and up-to-date guide
available for the AP US History Exam. Written by a team of experienced AP teachers, the book
covers all of the information you need to know, from the Colonial Era to the 21st Century. In
addition to providing all of the information you need to know about the AP US History Exam, **The
Essential Test Guide** also includes helpful tips and strategies for success. The book teaches you
how to approach each type of question on the exam, and it provides tips for managing your time and
staying focused. Whether you're a struggling student who needs to improve your grade or a top
student who wants to perfect your score, **The Essential Test Guide** is the perfect resource for
you. With its clear explanations, helpful tips, and practice questions, **The Essential Test Guide**
will help you achieve your goals on the AP US History Exam. **The Essential Test Guide** has been
updated to reflect the latest changes to the exam, and it includes all of the information you need to
know to succeed. Don't wait another minute to prepare for the AP US History Exam. Order your copy
of **The Essential Test Guide** today! **Features:** * Covers all of the information you need to
know for the AP US History Exam * Written by a team of experienced AP teachers * Includes helpful
tips and strategies for success * Up-to-date and comprehensive **Benefits:** * Improve your grade
on the AP US History Exam * Perfect your score on the AP US History Exam * Get into the college of
your choice * Get a head start on your college studies **Order your copy of **The Essential Test
Guide** today!** If you like this book, write a review!
  economic activities in new england colonies: AP USA HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2022-12-19 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been
designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective
questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each
page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an
engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of
most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use
this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Taxation in Colonial America Alvin
Rabushka, 2015-07-28 Taxation in Colonial America examines life in the thirteen original American
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colonies through the revealing lens of the taxes levied on and by the colonists. Spanning the
turbulent years from the founding of the Jamestown settlement to the outbreak of the American
Revolution, Alvin Rabushka provides the definitive history of taxation in the colonial era, and sets it
against the backdrop of enormous economic, political, and social upheaval in the colonies and
Europe. Rabushka shows how the colonists strove to minimize, avoid, and evade British and local
taxation, and how they used tax incentives to foster settlement. He describes the systems of public
finance they created to reduce taxation, and reveals how they gained control over taxes through
elected representatives in colonial legislatures. Rabushka takes a comprehensive look at the external
taxes imposed on the colonists by Britain, the Netherlands, and Sweden, as well as internal direct
taxes like poll and income taxes. He examines indirect taxes like duties and tonnage fees, as well as
county and town taxes, church and education taxes, bounties, and other charges. He links the types
and amounts of taxes with the means of payment--be it gold coins, agricultural commodities,
wampum, or furs--and he compares tax systems and burdens among the colonies and with Britain.
This book brings the colonial period to life in all its rich complexity, and shows how colonial
attitudes toward taxation offer a unique window into the causes of the revolution.
  economic activities in new england colonies: ASAP U.S. History: A Quick-Review Study
Guide for the AP Exam The Princeton Review, 2018-02-06 Looking for sample exams, practice
questions, and test-taking strategies? Check out our extended, in-depth prep guide, Cracking the AP
U.S. History Exam! LIKE CLASS NOTES—ONLY BETTER. The Princeton Review's ASAP U.S. History
is designed to help you zero in on just the information you need to know to successfully grapple with
the AP test. No questions, no drills: just review. Advanced Placement exams require students to have
a firm grasp of content—you can't bluff or even logic your way to a 5. Like a set of class notes
borrowed from the smartest student in your grade, this book gives you exactly that. No tricks or
crazy stratagems, no sample essays or practice sets: Just the facts, presented with lots of helpful
visuals. Inside ASAP U.S. History, you'll find: • Essential people, events, and dates for AP United
States History—all explained clearly & concisely • Diagrams, charts, and graphs for quick visual
reference • A three-pass icon system designed to help you prioritize learning what you MUST,
SHOULD, and COULD know in the time you have available • Ask Yourself questions to help identify
areas where you might need extra attention • A resource that's perfect for last-minute exam prep
and for daily class work Topics covered in ASAP U.S. History include: • Native American &
European interactions • The Revolutionary War & the Constitution • Conflict over slavery • The
Industrial Revolution • 20th-century wars & social movements • The early 21st century ... and more!
  economic activities in new england colonies: The Economy of Colonial America Edwin J.
Perkins, 1988 The colonial era is especially appealing in regard to economic history because it
represents a study in contrasts. The economy was exceptionally dynamic in terms of population
growth and geographical expansion. No major famines, epidemics, or extended wars intervened to
reverse, or even slow down appreciably, the tide of vigorous economic growth. Despite this broad
expansion, however, the fundamental patterns of economic behavior remained fairly constant. The
members of the main occupational groups - farmers, planters, merchants, artisans, indentured
servants, and slaves - performed similar functions throughout the period. In comparison with the
vast number of institutional innovations in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, structural change
in the colonial economy evolved gradually. With the exception of the adoption of the pernicious
system of black slavery, few new economic institutions and no revolutionary new technologies
emerged to disrupt the stability of this remarkably affluent commercial-agricultural society. Living
standards rose slowly but fairly steadily at a rate of 3 to 5 percent a decade after 1650. (Monetary
sums are converted into 1980 dollars so that the figures will be relevant to modern readers.) For the
most part, this book describes the economic life styles of free white society. The term colonists is
virtually synonymous here with inhabitants of European origin. Thus, statements about very high
living standards and the benefits of land ownership pertain only to whites. One chapter does focus
exclusively, however, on indentured servants and slaves. This book represents the author's best
judgment about the most important features of the colonial economy and their relationship to the



general society and to the movement for independence. It should be a good starting point for all -
undergraduate to scholar - interested in learning more about the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. This popular study, lauded by professors and scholars alike, has been diligently revised to
reflect the tremendous amount of new research conducted during the last decade, and now includes
a totally new chapter on women in the economy. Presenting a great deal of up-to-date information in
a concise and lively style, the book surveys the main aspects of the colonial economy: population and
economic expansion; the six main occupational groups (family farmers, indentured servants, slaves,
artisans, great planters, and merchants); women in the economy; domestic and imperial taxes; the
colonial monetary system; living standards for the typical family
  economic activities in new england colonies: The British Army of George II, 1727-1760
Gabriele Esposito, 2024-04-30 Gabriele Esposito provides a detailed overview of the history,
organization and uniforms of the British military forces during the long reign of George II
(1727-1760). Perhaps best known for the Jacobite Rebellion, this period saw the British military
forces greatly expanded and involved in two major international conflicts: the War of the Austrian
Succession and the Seven Years’ War. The latter was truly a global war, subsuming the French and
Indian wars fought in the Americas, as well as conflicts in India and elsewhere. By 1760, despite
achieving little in Europe, Great Britain had been able to expel the French from both Canada and
India. After a brief overview of the British forces prior to the period, the author examines each
component. He covers not only the regular cavalry and infantry (the Guards, line, Highland and light
regiments) but also the artillery and Royal Engineers, Corps of Invalids, the Fencibles, naval
infantry, the auxiliary corps created to face the Jacobite Rising of 1745 and the ‘allied’ contingents
from Germany and the Netherlands that fought for Great Britain during the period 1745-1760. There
are chapters devoted to the colonial forces deployed in the Thirteen Colonies of North America, with
full details on the American militia and provincial military units, as well as forces deployed in the
Caribbean and the military contingents of the East India Company. The book is illustrated
throughout with excellent color illustrations from The Cloathing Book commissioned in 1742 by the
Duke of Cumberland and from the oil paintings of David Morier preserved in the Royal Collections.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Financing Armed Conflict, Volume 1
Thomas M. Meagher, 2016-12-04 This first part of a two-volume series examines in detail the
financing of America’s major wars from the American Revolution to the Civil War. It interweaves
analyses of political policy, military strategy and operations, and war finance and economic
mobilization with examinations of the events of America’s major armed conflicts, offering useful case
studies for students of military history and spending policy, policymakers, military comptrollers, and
officers in training.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Life in the Colonies Tim McNeese,
2002-09-01 This packet provides a detailed and richly illustrated overview of the trials of Europeans
in the New World, from the origins and spread of slavery to colonial education and trade.
Challenging review questions encourage meaningful reflection and historical analysis. Test, maps,
answer key, and extensive bibliography are included.
  economic activities in new england colonies: The English Atlantic in an Age of Revolution,
1640-1661 Carla Gardina Pestana, 2009-06-30 Between 1640 and 1660, England, Scotland, and
Ireland faced civil war, invasion, religious radicalism, parliamentary rule, and the restoration of the
monarchy. Pestana offers a sweeping history that systematically connects these cataclysmic events
and the development of the infant plantations from Newfoundland to Surinam.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Bulls, Bears, Boom, and Bust John M. Dobson,
2006-10-19 An intriguing collection of insider information on little known aspects of commonly used
business techniques, instruments, policies, and personalities that influenced the rise of the world's
most successful business system. Bulls, Bears, Boom, and Bust: A Historical Encyclopedia of
American Business Concepts translates the language of business in an engaging, compelling way.
From mercantilism to microchips, indentured servants to venture capitalists, William Penn to Bill
Gates, this one-of-a-kind lexicon provides general readers with an accessible introduction to the



vernacular of the American business community, while providing business professionals with a
handy resource for quick authoritative answers. Divided into five chronological sections, Bulls,
Bears, Boom, and Bust ranges from colonial times to the present, charting the dramatic history of
business innovations and institutions in the United States. It contains over 200 topical entries that
define business-related terms and explain their relevance to American business and economic
history. In addition, each section provides information about the people behind the signature
developments in American business (innovative thinkers and entrepreneurs, namesakes of familiar
companies, key political figures).
  economic activities in new england colonies: The Origins of the British Colonial System,
1578-1660 ... George Louis Beer, 1908 This book gives the early history of the British colonial
system, up to the American Revolution, using explanations of English colonial and fiscal policies.
Newfoundland is referenced throughout the book, as Newfoundland was an early and important
English colony in terms of both its fishery and location.
  economic activities in new england colonies: The New England Merchants In The
Seventeenth Century Bernard Bailyn, 2013-03-05 In detail Bailyn here presents the struggle of the
merchants to achieve full social recognition as their successes in trade and in such industries as
fishing and lumbering offered them avenues to power. Surveying the rise of merchant families, he
offers a look in depth of the emergence of a new social group whose interests and changing social
position powerfully affected the developing character of American society.
  economic activities in new england colonies: An Economic History of the United States
Ronald Seavoy, 2013-10-18 An Economic History of the United States is an accessible and
informative survey designed for undergraduate courses on American economic history. The book
spans from 1607 to the modern age and presents a documented history of how the American
economy has propelled the nation into a position of world leadership. Noted economic historian
Ronald E. Seavoy covers nearly 400 years of economic history, beginning with the commercialization
of agriculture in the pre-colonial era, through the development of banks and industrialization in the
nineteenth century, up to the globalization of the business economy in the present day.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Early Globalization and the Economic
Development of the United States and Brazil John W. DeWitt, 2002-01-30 Placing the controversial
globalization process in historical context, DeWitt brings this increasingly important topic to life
through the experiences of the two most populous states of the Western Hemisphere—Brazil and the
United States. Comparing their development processes from the Colonial Era to 1900, he highlights
the dramatically different consequences that are incorporated into the world economy for these two
states. Sharing similar experiences during the Colonial Era, the countries' internal differences and
differing relationships with Great Britain, the economic superpower of the 19th century, led to very
different development paths. By 1900, the United States had become a member of the economic
core, while Brazil remained mired in the semi-periphery. Pointing out the similarities and differences
in the economic development of the United States and Brazil, DeWitt emphasizes that the manner of
incorporation into the world economy greatly affected one becoming a superpower and the other
remaining a developing nation. This book offers unique insights into globalization, economic
development, and the histories of the United States and Brazil.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Pursuits of Happiness Jack P. Greene,
2004-01-21 In this book, Jack Greene reinterprets the meaning of American social development.
Synthesizing literature of the previous two decades on the process of social development and the
formation of American culture, he challenges the central assumptions that have traditionally been
used to analyze colonial British American history. Greene argues that the New England declension
model traditionally employed by historians is inappropriate for describing social change in all the
other early modern British colonies. The settler societies established in Ireland, the Atlantic island
colonies of Bermuda and the Bahamas, the West Indies, the Middle Colonies, and the Lower South
followed instead a pattern first exhibited in America in the Chesapeake. That pattern involved a
process in which these new societies slowly developed into more elaborate cultural entities, each of



which had its own distinctive features. Greene also stresses the social and cultural convergence
between New England and the other regions of colonial British America after 1710 and argues that
by the eve of the American Revolution Britain's North American colonies were both more alike and
more like the parent society than ever before. He contends as well that the salient features of an
emerging American culture during these years are to be found not primarily in New England
puritanism but in widely manifest configurations of sociocultural behavior exhibited throughout
British North America, including New England, and he emphasized the centrality of slavery to that
culture.
  economic activities in new england colonies: The Economic Development of Canada
Richard Pomfret, 2013-11-05 First Published in 2005. The aim of this book is to provide an
introduction to and interpretation of the development of the Canadian economy since European
settlement. The main contrast between the book’s view and previous interpretations of Canada’s
economic past is that, instead of emphasizing the continuity of Canadian economic development
(with staple exports playing the leading role), the focus is on the transition from the sparsely
populated colonial economy of the early nineteenth century to the modern economy ranking among
the seven largest market economies whose leaders now meet for economic summits.
  economic activities in new england colonies: Columbia University Studies in the Social
Sciences , 1936
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