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Developmentally Appropriate Practice Preschool: Nurturing Young Minds with
Care and Intent

developmentally appropriate practice preschool is more than just a buzzword
in early childhood education; it’s a thoughtful approach that ensures young
learners receive the right support at the right time. When educators design
activities and environments that align with children’s developmental stages,
they create a foundation for lifelong learning and well-being. But what
exactly does developmentally appropriate practice mean in a preschool
setting, and why is it so crucial for children aged three to five? Let’s dive
into the heart of this educational philosophy and explore how it shapes the
preschool experience.

Understanding Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in Preschool

At its core, developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) is about meeting
children where they are—both in terms of their age and individual
abilities—and guiding them forward in a way that respects their unique growth
patterns. The National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) defines DAP as teaching that is based on knowledge about how children
develop and learn, tailored to their specific cultural backgrounds, and
mindful of their individual needs.

Why DAP Matters in Early Childhood Education

Preschoolers are in a rapid phase of cognitive, social, emotional, and
physical development. Using developmentally appropriate strategies means
educators intentionally plan activities that:

- Foster curiosity and exploration
- Encourage social interaction and cooperation
- Support emerging language and literacy skills
- Promote fine and gross motor development through play

When preschool programs ignore these developmental milestones, children may
become frustrated or disengaged. Conversely, a DAP-focused classroom boosts
confidence and motivation, helping children build essential skills naturally.

Key Components of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Preschool

Implementing DAP involves several critical elements that work together to
create a nurturing and effective learning environment.



Age-Appropriate Learning Experiences

Not all three-, four-, or five-year-olds learn in the same way or at the same
pace. Activities must be designed with the typical abilities of children in
mind, ensuring content isn’t too advanced or too simplistic. For example, a
three-year-old might engage in simple sorting games to develop cognitive
skills, while a five-year-old could work on early math concepts like counting
and pattern recognition.

Individualized Instruction

Every child is unique, influenced by personality, background, and prior
experiences. Developmentally appropriate practice preschool settings
recognize these differences. Teachers observe children closely and adapt
lessons to meet individual strengths and challenges, whether that means
offering extra support or extending learning for advanced students.

Culturally Responsive Teaching

Effective DAP also respects and incorporates children’s cultural contexts. By
embedding diverse traditions, languages, and experiences into the classroom,
educators create a sense of belonging and validation. This approach helps
children feel valued and encourages respect for others.

Active Learning Through Play

Play isn’t just fun—it’s fundamental to how young children learn.
Developmentally appropriate classrooms prioritize hands-on, imaginative play
that stimulates creativity, problem-solving, and social skills. Whether
building with blocks, role-playing, or exploring nature, play-based learning
aligns perfectly with DAP principles.

How Educators Implement Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Preschool

Understanding DAP is one thing; putting it into practice is another. Skilled
preschool teachers use a variety of strategies to bring these principles to
life.

Observation and Assessment

Teachers regularly observe children to understand their developmental levels
and interests. These observations guide planning and help identify any areas
where a child might need additional support. Rather than relying solely on
standardized tests, authentic assessments through play and interaction
provide a fuller picture.



Flexible Curriculum Design

A rigid curriculum rarely fits the dynamic needs of preschoolers.
Developmentally appropriate practice preschool programs use flexible lesson
plans that can be adjusted based on children’s responses. This adaptability
ensures learning remains relevant and engaging.

Creating a Safe and Stimulating Environment

The physical setup of a classroom matters. Spaces should be inviting,
organized, and equipped with materials that promote exploration. Areas for
quiet reading, messy art, active movement, and group collaboration support
multiple domains of development.

Encouraging Family Involvement

Families play a vital role in supporting children’s growth. Developmentally
appropriate practice involves partnering with parents and caregivers to share
insights, celebrate milestones, and address challenges collaboratively. This
home-school connection strengthens the child’s support system.

Benefits of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Preschool

Choosing a preschool that follows DAP principles can have far-reaching
positive effects on children’s lives.

Boosts Social and Emotional Development

By providing age-appropriate social challenges and guidance, children learn
empathy, self-regulation, and effective communication. These skills form the
foundation for healthy relationships throughout life.

Supports Cognitive Growth

When learning is tailored to developmental readiness, children build critical
thinking, memory, and problem-solving abilities more effectively. This
approach encourages a genuine love of learning rather than rote memorization.

Enhances Physical Development

Movement is integrated into daily activities, promoting coordination,
balance, and fine motor skills that are essential for writing and other
tasks.



Builds Confidence and Independence

Children who feel understood and supported are more likely to take risks, try
new things, and develop a strong sense of self.

Tips for Parents Seeking a Developmentally
Appropriate Practice Preschool

Finding the right preschool can be overwhelming, but keeping these tips in
mind can help:

Observe Classroom Interactions: Visit potential preschools and watch how
teachers engage with children. Are activities suited to different ages
and skill levels?

Ask About Curriculum: Inquire if the program follows DAP guidelines and
how they individualize learning.

Check for Play-Based Learning: Ensure that play is a central component
rather than just structured lessons.

Look for Family Engagement: Find schools that communicate regularly with
parents and invite family participation.

Consider Teacher Qualifications: Experienced educators trained in early
childhood development are crucial for implementing effective DAP.

The Role of Policy and Standards in
Developmentally Appropriate Practice Preschool

National and state-level policies increasingly recognize the importance of
developmentally informed early education. Accreditation bodies and early
childhood organizations provide frameworks and standards that guide
preschools in adopting DAP principles. These guidelines help maintain quality
and ensure that programs support children’s holistic development.

Challenges in Implementing DAP

Despite its benefits, some preschools face obstacles such as limited
resources, large class sizes, or pressure to meet academic benchmarks that
may not align with DAP. Advocates emphasize ongoing professional development
and adequate funding to overcome these hurdles and keep children’s needs
front and center.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Preschool

As research continues to illuminate how young children learn best,
developmentally appropriate practice preschool models evolve to incorporate
new insights. Technology, for example, is being thoughtfully integrated to
enhance learning without compromising play or social interaction. Ultimately,
the goal remains the same: to foster environments where every child can
thrive, grow, and discover their full potential.

Choosing a preschool committed to developmentally appropriate practice is a
powerful step in supporting a child’s early years. Through careful
observation, individualized learning, and an emphasis on play and cultural
respect, these programs lay the groundwork for a joyful and successful
educational journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) in
preschool education?

Developmentally appropriate practice (DAP) in preschool refers to teaching
methods and activities that are tailored to the age, individual needs, and
developmental stage of young children to promote optimal learning and growth.

Why is developmentally appropriate practice important
in preschool settings?

DAP is important because it ensures that preschool activities and curriculum
match children's developmental abilities, fostering better engagement,
learning, and social-emotional development while preventing frustration or
boredom.

How do teachers implement developmentally appropriate
practices in preschool classrooms?

Teachers implement DAP by observing children’s interests and abilities,
planning activities that are meaningful and achievable, providing a safe and
supportive environment, and differentiating instruction to meet diverse
developmental needs.

What are key components of developmentally
appropriate practice for preschoolers?

Key components include recognizing typical developmental milestones,
individualizing learning experiences, emphasizing play-based learning,
promoting social and emotional skills, and creating inclusive environments
that respect cultural and linguistic backgrounds.



How does play support developmentally appropriate
practice in preschool?

Play is central to DAP as it supports cognitive, social, emotional, and
physical development by allowing children to explore, experiment, and learn
in a natural and engaging way that aligns with their developmental stage.

Can developmentally appropriate practice be adapted
for children with special needs in preschool?

Yes, DAP can and should be adapted for children with special needs by
modifying activities, using specialized materials, and providing additional
support to ensure all children have equitable opportunities to learn and
develop according to their individual capabilities.

Additional Resources
Developmentally Appropriate Practice Preschool: A Professional Review of
Early Childhood Education Standards

developmentally appropriate practice preschool stands as a foundational
concept in early childhood education, emphasizing teaching methods and
curricula tailored to the cognitive, emotional, social, and physical stages
of young learners. As preschool programs increasingly seek to balance
academic readiness with holistic child development, understanding the
principles and implementation of developmentally appropriate practice (DAP)
becomes crucial for educators, parents, and policymakers alike.

Understanding Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in Preschool Settings

Developmentally appropriate practice preschool programs are designed around
the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
guidelines, which advocate for teaching strategies that align with the age,
individual needs, and cultural contexts of children aged 3 to 5. Unlike
rigid, one-size-fits-all curricula, DAP emphasizes flexible approaches that
respect the natural growth patterns of preschoolers.

At its core, developmentally appropriate practice preschool environments
foster active learning through play, exploration, and social interaction.
This contrasts markedly with traditional models that prioritize early
academic skills such as reading and math drilling. The shift towards DAP
reflects a growing body of research indicating that young children learn best
when they are engaged in meaningful, hands-on activities that relate to their
everyday experiences.

Key Components of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice

There are three fundamental considerations in developmentally appropriate



practice preschool programs:

Age appropriateness: Activities and expectations must match the typical
developmental milestones of the child’s age group, acknowledging the
general stages of growth in cognition, language, and motor skills.

Individual appropriateness: Recognizing that children develop at
different rates, DAP requires educators to assess each child’s
abilities, interests, and cultural background to tailor instruction
effectively.

Social and cultural context: Learning experiences should connect to the
child's family and community culture, fostering inclusivity and respect
for diversity.

These pillars ensure that preschool curriculum and teaching methods are not
only scientifically grounded but also responsive to the unique
characteristics of every child.

Comparing Developmentally Appropriate Practice
with Other Preschool Approaches

The landscape of preschool education includes a variety of pedagogical
models, each with its own strengths and limitations. Developmentally
appropriate practice preschool can be contrasted with more traditional or
academic-focused approaches to early childhood education.

Academic-Centered Preschools vs. Developmentally
Appropriate Practice

Academic-centered preschools often emphasize early literacy and numeracy
through direct instruction and structured lessons. While this approach aims
to prepare children for the rigors of elementary school, it may inadvertently
place undue stress on children not yet developmentally ready for formal
learning tasks. Critics argue that this can hinder natural curiosity and
creativity, and potentially contribute to burnout or disengagement.

In contrast, developmentally appropriate practice preschool prioritizes the
whole child—social skills, emotional regulation, and physical development are
given equal weight alongside cognitive growth. Research from the National
Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) shows that children in DAP
programs tend to demonstrate stronger social competence and problem-solving
skills, which are critical for long-term academic success.

Montessori and Reggio Emilia Models in Relation to
DAP

Montessori and Reggio Emilia are two well-known early childhood education



philosophies that share similarities with developmentally appropriate
practice preschool in their child-centered approaches.

- Montessori education emphasizes self-directed learning within prepared
environments, where children choose activities that interest them. This
aligns with DAP’s focus on individual appropriateness but may differ in
structure and teacher involvement.
- The Reggio Emilia approach prioritizes collaborative, project-based
learning, encouraging children to express themselves through multiple
“languages” such as art, music, and movement, resonating with DAP’s emphasis
on social and cultural context.

Both models support the core values of developmentally appropriate practice
but with distinct methodologies that may appeal to different educational
settings or family preferences.

Implementing Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in Preschool Curricula

Adopting developmentally appropriate practice preschool strategies requires
deliberate planning and ongoing assessment. Quality preschools integrate
several features to support DAP effectively.

Features of Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Preschool Classrooms

Flexible, play-based learning: Classrooms provide a rich variety of
materials and activities that encourage exploration and creativity.

Teacher-guided yet child-initiated: Educators observe and scaffold
learning experiences rather than dictate them, facilitating discovery
and critical thinking.

Small group and individualized instruction: Activities are often
organized to support social interaction and personalized attention.

Assessment through observation: Rather than standardized testing,
teachers use ongoing observation and documentation to understand each
child’s development.

Family involvement: Programs actively engage families to ensure cultural
relevance and support continuity between home and school.

These features create a dynamic learning environment where children feel
valued and supported in their growth.

Challenges in Applying Developmentally Appropriate



Practice

Despite its benefits, implementing developmentally appropriate practice
preschool models is not without obstacles. Educators may face challenges such
as:

- Resource limitations: Ensuring diverse materials and low student-to-teacher
ratios can strain budgets.
- Standardized testing pressures: Increasing mandates for early academic
achievement may conflict with play-based, child-led learning.
- Teacher training gaps: Not all early childhood educators receive adequate
professional development on DAP principles.
- Parental expectations: Some parents may prioritize early academic skills,
misunderstanding the value of developmentally appropriate approaches.

Addressing these challenges involves advocacy, policy support, and ongoing
education for both teachers and families.

The Impact of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice on Child Outcomes

Empirical studies underline the importance of developmentally appropriate
practice preschool programs in fostering positive outcomes across multiple
domains of child development.

Social and Emotional Development

Preschools that adhere to DAP principles create nurturing environments that
facilitate emotional security and social competence. Children learn to
express feelings, resolve conflicts, and collaborate with peers—skills
foundational for later academic and life success.

Cognitive and Academic Readiness

While not focused solely on early academics, developmentally appropriate
practice preschool supports cognitive development through problem-solving,
language-rich interactions, and inquiry-based activities. Children often
enter kindergarten with better attention spans, motivation, and adaptability
compared to those from more rigid programs.

Long-Term Educational Benefits

Longitudinal research indicates that children who attend developmentally
appropriate practice preschool programs demonstrate sustained advantages,
including higher graduation rates and improved social adjustment. This
evidence supports the argument that early education should emphasize
comprehensive growth rather than narrowly defined academic benchmarks.



Policy and Future Directions for
Developmentally Appropriate Practice Preschool

Governmental and educational organizations continue to recognize the value of
developmentally appropriate practice preschool, integrating its principles
into accreditation standards and early childhood frameworks. For example,
many states adopt NAEYC accreditation as a quality indicator for preschools,
promoting adherence to DAP.

Future directions suggest increased investment in teacher training, expanded
access to play-based learning environments, and policy reforms that reduce
the emphasis on early standardized testing. Additionally, emerging research
on culturally responsive pedagogy aligns with DAP’s focus on social and
cultural contexts, pushing for even more individualized and inclusive
preschool education.

As the early childhood education field evolves, developmentally appropriate
practice preschool remains a benchmark for quality, balancing the
developmental needs of young learners with the demands of modern education
systems.

---

In sum, developmentally appropriate practice preschool represents a
thoughtful and research-backed approach to early childhood education. By
focusing on age-appropriate, individualized, and culturally sensitive
teaching methods, DAP helps nurture well-rounded children prepared not only
academically but also socially and emotionally for the challenges ahead. As
educational paradigms shift towards more holistic models, the principles of
developmentally appropriate practice will continue to shape the future of
preschool education.

Developmentally Appropriate Practice Preschool

  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, Derry Gosselin Koralek, Kathy Charner, 2014 Filled with information
and inspiration for applying DAP in your work with children in grades 1-3.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8 Sue Bredekamp,
1987 This book represents the early childhood profession's consensus definition of developmentally
appropriate practice in early childhood programs. It is intended for use by teachers, administrators,
parents and policy makers.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Preschool Appropriate Practices:
Environment, Curriculum, and Development Janice J. Beaty, 2018-03-08 PRESCHOOL
APPROPRIATE PRACTICES, 5th Edition, helps future and current teachers create self-directed
learning environments in their classrooms. Each chapter helps students learn how to set up one type
of learning center (e.g., music/dance), including instructions on what to include in the center and
how children can use it. The self-directed learning approach encourages children to become involved
in their own learning. A second theme emphasizes the teacher's role as a facilitator, helping readers
understand how to: 1) observe children's developmental levels, 2) provide developmentally
appropriate activities, 3) serve as a behavior model, and 4) best support children in their learning.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/developmentally-appropriate-practice-preschool.pdf


Learning activities, some of which incorporate children's picture books, exemplify the NAEYC's
developmentally appropriate practice (DAP). Chapters also incorporate NAEYC accreditation
criteria. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product
text may not be available in the ebook version.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Play Gaye
Gronlund, 2010-07-01 Help children participate in purposeful play to promote the development of a
number of important skills.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, Derry Gosselin Koralek, Kathy Charner, 2013 Filled with information
and inspiration for applying DAP in your work with infants and toddlers.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Integrated Curriculum and
Developmentally Appropriate Practice Craig H. Hart, Diane C. Burts, Rosalind Charlesworth,
1997-07-10 This volume combines research and practice on integrated developmentally appropriate
curriculum in a manner that will help theorists, researchers, parents, school administrators, and
teachers understand how to match early childhood teaching practices to the integrated manner that
young children naturally think and learn. The book features specialists in each of the traditional
curriculum areas (e.g., math, science, literacy) who share their expertise on how to accomplish this
in practical and meaningful ways based on NAEYC and other professional organization guidelines.
What an integrated curriculum means for assessment, children with disabilities, guidance,
parenting, social development, and multicultural perspectives in early childhood education is also
covered.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Preschool Appropriate Practices Janice J.
Beaty, 2008 Unique alignment of chapters for each of the 13 learning centers in a preschool
classroom make Preschool Appropriate Practices, 3e a must have resource for preschool teachers.
Emphasis is placed on setting up preschool centers for self-directed learning, treating the teacher as
a facilitator. Creative ideas for involving children in all aspects of their learning including rule
making and curriculum planning are found throughout the book. As the book title suggests, these
activities integrate with the National Association for the Education of Young Children's (NAEYC)
developmentally appropriate practice (DAP), a nationally recommended set of early childhood
practices.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Basics of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, 2006 Get a sound grasp of the principles of DAP so
fundamental to early childhood.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Basics of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Eva C. Phillips, Amy Scrinzi, 2013 Outlines the core ideas of DAP as practiced in
kindergarten so teachers can deepen their everyday practice.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Focus on Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Iliana Alanis, Toni Sturdivant, 2023-04 What Does Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Look Like in a Preschool Classroom? If you''ve ever wondered how effective teachers actually do
DAP, this is the book for you. Here, you can peek into classrooms to see teachers making intentional
decisions in the six key areas of practice that form the six guidelines for DAP in action: 1. Building a
community of learners where everyone is welcomed and supported to grow 2. Facilitating respectful
partnerships with families 3. Observing, assessing, and documenting children''s development and
learning 4. Using teaching strategies that enhance learning for each child 5. Implementing
curriculum tied to meaningful learning goals 6. Demonstrating professionalism You''ll discover More
about what each guideline means for preschool teaching Chapters that showcase articles from
Young Children and Teaching Young Children--plus brand-new content--illustrating excellent
teaching strategies related to each guideline Examples you can model, adapt, and implement in your
own practice Your teaching will be richer and deeper, and children''s learning will flourish!
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8, Fourth Edition



(Fully Revised and Updated) Naeyc, 2021-08 The long-awaited new edition of NAEYC's book
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs is here, fully revised and
updated! Since the first edition in 1987, it has been an essential resource for the early childhood
education field. Early childhood educators have a professional responsibility to plan and implement
intentional, developmentally appropriate learning experiences that promote the social and emotional
development, physical development and health, cognitive development, and general learning
competencies of each child served. But what is developmentally appropriate practice (DAP)? DAP is
a framework designed to promote young children's optimal learning and development through a
strengths-based approach to joyful, engaged learning. As educators make decisions to support each
child's learning and development, they consider what they know about (1) commonality in children's
development and learning, (2) each child as an individual (within the context of their family and
community), and (3) everything discernible about the social and cultural contexts for each child,
each educator, and the program as a whole. This latest edition of the book is fully revised to
underscore the critical role social and cultural contexts play in child development and learning,
including new research about implicit bias and teachers' own context and consideration of advances
in neuroscience. Educators implement developmentally appropriate practice by recognizing the
many assets all young children bring to the early learning program as individuals and as members of
families and communities. They also develop an awareness of their own context. Building on each
child's strengths, educators design and implement learning settings to help each child achieve their
full potential across all domains of development and across all content areas.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Preschool Appropriate Practices Janice J.
Beaty, 2014 This book uses the creative approach--letting the learning environment do the
teaching--and speaks to college students as well as teachers in the field with practical applications
based on current research. Each chapter is based on one of the learning centers in a preschool
classroom, allowing readers to learn how to set up these centers in a self-directed environment. This
approach encourages children ages 3 to 5 to become deeply involved in their own learning. A second
important theme, let the teacher be a facilitator of learning, assists readers in their understanding
of: (1) how to observe children's developmental levels, (2) what developmentally appropriate
activities to provide, (3) how to serve as a behavior model in these centers, and (4) how best to
support children in their learning. Readers learn how to determine children's developmental levels
of manipulation, mastery, and meaning by observing their interactions with materials and one
another. These activities integrate with the National Association for the Education of Young
Children's (NAEYC) developmentally appropriate practice (DAP), a nationally recommended set of
early childhood practices.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice and
Preschool Teachers' Perceptions Dorothy Jean Alexander, 2014 The National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Position Statement of Developmentally Appropriate Practices
(2009) serves as a pedagogical framework for best practice among early childhood educators.
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) is guided by what is known about how children develop
and learn. Teachers draw upon these principles to make decisions about planning experiences which
promote learning and optimize children's growth. The DAP statement is accepted in the early
childhood field as the standard by which quality early learning experiences are defined and is used
as a guidepost for planning (Copple & Bredekamp, 2009). Copple and Bredekamp (2009) state that
intentional teachers are purposeful and thoughtful about the actions they take, and they direct their
teaching towards the goals the program is trying to help children reach (p. 10). This qualitative
descriptive study explored preschool teachers' perceptions of DAP and their use of DAP in planning
learning experiences. Semi-structured interviews and document analyses were utilized to examine
potential gaps between preschool teachers' perceptions and more fully understand daily planning
decisions related to DAP. Utilizing Rubin and Rubin's responsive interviewing model (2012), (N=7)
degreed preschool teachers employed at NAEYC accredited group care facilities were interviewed.
Findings revealed inconsistencies among teachers' descriptions of key learning experiences for



preschool children, implementation of learning experiences, and planning practices, thus, indicating
a disconnect between theory and DAP. The findings of this study may benefit pre-service and
in-service teacher training programs as well as administrators of childcare centers. It is useful in
identifying ways in which preschool teachers' understandings of developmentally appropriate
practice can be further supported and developmentally inappropriate perceptions can be challenged.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate
Curriculum Marjorie J. Kostelnik, Anne Keil Soderman, Alice Phipps Whiren, 1999 This volume
compiles the perspectives of a multi-author team examining the entire spectrum of burn
reconstruction and long-term treatment. Individual chapters cover basic aspects of wound healing
and scarring, and those of plastic surgery relating to tissue rearrangement and the use of flaps, as
well as the long-term use of skin and skin substitutes. Furthermore, topics such as rehabilitation and
scar management are addressed in detail. This part provides detailed reconstruction guidelines
divided by anatomic region (e.g. face, hands,...), as well as aspects of future trends and prospects in
burn reconstruction, among which are e.g. allotransplantation and bionics.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
in Action Shu-fang Chen, 1997
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
in Early Childhood Programs Sue Bredekamp, Carol Copple, 1997-01-01 This volume spells out
more fully the principles undergirding developmentally appropriate practice and guidelines for
making decisions in the classroom for young children.
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in
Early Childhood Programs Bredekamp, 1988
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate
Curriculum Marjorie J. Kostelnik, Anne K. Soderman, Alice P. Whiren, John Q. Contributor,
2010-02-04 This best-selling text addresses all aspects of classroom life, including the roles of
children and adults, the physical and social environments, and teaching and learning within multiple
domains for children age three to eight. It provides a comprehensive, cohesive approach to
curriculum development, which results in greater continuity for children and practitioners in group
settings in childcare, preschool, and the early elementary grades. Concentrating as much on the how
of curriculum development as on the what and why, the authors provide practical, research-based
guidelines for translating theory into best practice that accommodates age-appropriateness,
individual differences, and social and cultural diversity. Students learn how to conceptualize, plan,
implement, and evaluate curriculum through detailed application opportunities in each chapter. New
Features to this Edition include: Assignable activities online at MyEducationLab are meaningfully
integrated into each chapter, with margin notes referring to videos, classroom artifacts, and
strategies in Assignments and Activities and more applied exercises in Building Teaching Skills and
Dispositions New Developmentally Appropriate Practice definitions are incorporated throughout
Stronger focus on national curriculum standards More emphasis on key topics such as circle time,
structuring the environment, classroom arrangements, scheduling, and cultural variations in
teaching Thorough integration of children with special needs in every chapter, offering examples,
case studies, and specific adaptations to activities Stronger emphasis on intentional teaching,
helping students prepare for the reality of classroom expectations
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Developmentally Appropriate Practice for
Preschool Children with Special Needs Carol L. Tokay, 1989
  developmentally appropriate practice preschool: Integrated Curriculum and
Developmentally Appropriate Practice Craig H. Hart, Diane C. Burts, Rosalind Charlesworth,
1997-01-01 Combines research and practice on integrated developmentally appropriate curriculum
that helps theorists, researchers, parents, and teachers understand how to match early childhood
teaching practices to the integrated manner that young children naturally think and learn.
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