brokeback mountain annie proulx

Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx: The Story Behind the Story

brokeback mountain annie proulx is a phrase that evokes a powerful narrative of love, identity,
and societal challenges—all wrapped in the poignant storytelling of one of America’s most respected
contemporary authors. Annie Proulx, known for her evocative prose and deep insight into rural life,
crafted "Brokeback Mountain" as a short story that would ripple across popular culture, eventually
becoming a landmark film and a symbol of LGBTQ+ representation in mainstream media. But who is
Annie Proulx, and what makes "Brokeback Mountain" such a culturally significant work? Let’s delve
into the origins, themes, and impact of this remarkable story.

Who Is Annie Proulx?

Annie Proulx is an American novelist and short story writer celebrated for her vivid portrayals of the
natural world and the complex lives of people living on its fringes. Born in 1935 in Connecticut,
Proulx has had a prolific literary career that spans decades, with works like *The Shipping News*
and *Accordion Crimes* earning critical acclaim and awards. Her writing is often noted for its raw
authenticity, rich descriptions, and a deep empathy for her characters.

From Journalism to Literary Fame

Before becoming a renowned author, Proulx worked as a journalist and editor, which honed her keen
eye for detail and narrative structure. Her journalistic background is evident in her storytelling
approach—a blend of factual precision and lyrical prose. When she published "Brokeback Mountain"
in *The New Yorker* in 1997, it was part of a collection titled *Close Range: Wyoming Stories*,
which explored life in the American West with unflinching honesty.

The Origin of "Brokeback Mountain"

The story of "Brokeback Mountain" was inspired by Proulx’s fascination with the untold stories of
rural America. It centers on the complex relationship between two cowboys, Ennis Del Mar and Jack
Twist, who meet during a summer herding sheep on Brokeback Mountain in Wyoming. Over years,
their friendship evolves into a secret and forbidden romance, marked by longing, societal pressures,
and personal tragedy.

Why Brokeback Mountain Stands Out

What makes "Brokeback Mountain" unique is its intimate portrayal of a same-sex relationship at a
time when such stories were rarely told in mainstream literature. Proulx’s narrative breaks
stereotypes by humanizing her characters beyond their sexual orientation, revealing their



vulnerabilities, hopes, and the harsh realities they face.

Her writing style in this story balances poetic descriptions of the rugged landscape with raw
emotional depth. This juxtaposition enhances the story’s themes of isolation and connection. The
mountain itself becomes a metaphor—a place where love can exist freely, away from the judgmental
eyes of society.

The Cultural Impact of Brokeback Mountain

Annie Proulx’s "Brokeback Mountain" quickly transcended its literary origins. The short story was
adapted into a critically acclaimed film in 2005, directed by Ang Lee and starring Heath Ledger and
Jake Gyllenhaal. The movie brought the story to a global audience and opened conversations about
LGBTQ+ issues, especially within conservative and rural communities.

Breaking Barriers in Film and Literature

The film adaptation received numerous awards, including three Academy Awards, and is credited
with helping to shift public perceptions about same-sex relationships. It showed that stories about
marginalized communities could be both commercially successful and artistically profound.

Moreover, Proulx’s work helped pave the way for more diverse narratives in literature and cinema. It

encouraged other writers and filmmakers to explore themes of identity, love, and societal constraints
in fresh, authentic ways.

The Themes Explored by Annie Proulx in Brokeback
Mountain

Annie Proulx’s story delves into several powerful themes that resonate with readers and viewers
alike:

Love and Forbidden Desire

At its core, "Brokeback Mountain" is a love story, but one complicated by the social context of the
American West in the mid-20th century. The characters’ love is both tender and fraught with danger,
highlighting how societal norms can suppress genuine human connection.

Isolation and Loneliness

Both Ennis and Jack grapple with isolation—not only because of their sexuality but also due to the
solitary nature of their lives as cowboys. The vast, open landscapes mirror their emotional solitude,



making their brief moments together all the more poignant.

Societal Expectations and Identity

The story critiques rigid gender roles and expectations, particularly in rural settings. Annie Proulx
explores how these pressures force individuals to live double lives, concealing their true selves to
survive.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Annie Proulx’s use of language in "Brokeback Mountain" is both sparse and evocative. Her narrative
is straightforward, yet it carries an emotional weight that lingers long after the story ends. The
dialogue is minimal but meaningful, and the descriptions of the Wyoming landscape serve as an
atmospheric backdrop that enhances the emotional tone.

Symbolism and Imagery

The mountain itself is a powerful symbol of refuge and freedom. Proulx uses natural imagery to
contrast the harshness of the characters' external world with the inner sanctuary they find in each
other’s company. Weather, seasons, and the rugged terrain all contribute to the story’s mood and
themes.

Why Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx Remains
Relevant Today

More than two decades after its publication, "Brokeback Mountain" continues to be a touchstone in
discussions about LGBTQ+ representation, rural American life, and the power of storytelling. Annie
Proulx’s work serves as a reminder that authentic stories can challenge prejudices and inspire
empathy across cultural divides.

Influence on Modern Storytelling

Writers today often cite Proulx’s influence in crafting nuanced characters and exploring difficult
social issues with sensitivity. Her storytelling encourages a deeper look at marginalized experiences,
urging readers to reconsider preconceived notions.

Educational and Social Significance



Many literature and film courses use "Brokeback Mountain" as a case study to examine themes of
identity, societal norms, and narrative technique. Its impact extends beyond art, contributing to
broader social conversations about acceptance and human rights.

Exploring Annie Proulx’s "Brokeback Mountain" offers more than just a glimpse into a compelling
love story—it opens the door to understanding the complexities of human emotion, cultural
constraints, and the courage it takes to live authentically. Through her masterful storytelling, Proulx
has left an indelible mark on American literature and culture, one that continues to resonate with
readers and audiences around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Annie Proulx in relation to Brokeback Mountain?

Annie Proulx is the author of the short story '‘Brokeback Mountain,' which inspired the acclaimed
2005 film of the same name.

What is the significance of Annie Proulx's Brokeback
Mountain in literature?

Annie Proulx's 'Brokeback Mountain' is significant for its groundbreaking portrayal of a complex
same-sex relationship in a rural American setting, challenging traditional narratives and highlighting
themes of love, identity, and societal norms.

When was Annie Proulx's Brokeback Mountain first published?

Annie Proulx's 'Brokeback Mountain' was first published in 1997 in The New Yorker magazine.

How did Annie Proulx contribute to the film adaptation of
Brokeback Mountain?

Annie Proulx wrote the original short story on which the film is based, and she also co-wrote the
screenplay for the movie adaptation, ensuring the story's core themes were preserved.

What themes does Annie Proulx explore in Brokeback
Mountain?

Annie Proulx explores themes such as forbidden love, societal repression, masculinity, and the
struggles of LGBTQ+ individuals in rural America in 'Brokeback Mountain.'

Why is Annie Proulx's Brokeback Mountain considered a
landmark work for LGBTQ+ representation?

Annie Proulx's 'Brokeback Mountain' is considered a landmark work because it brought nuanced,
empathetic LGBTQ+ characters to mainstream literature and cinema, helping to broaden public



understanding and acceptance.

Has Annie Proulx received any awards for Brokeback
Mountain?

While Annie Proulx has received critical acclaim for 'Brokeback Mountain,' the film adaptation won
several major awards, including Academy Awards; Proulx herself won the Pulitzer Prize and National
Book Award for other works.

Additional Resources

Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx: Unveiling the Literary and Cultural Impact

brokeback mountain annie proulx represents more than just a title or an author-reader
association; it is a cultural phenomenon that has resonated deeply within contemporary literature
and cinema. Annie Proulx’s short story, “Brokeback Mountain,” originally published in The New
Yorker in 1997, transcended its modest length to become a landmark narrative exploring themes of
forbidden love, societal expectations, and human vulnerability. This article delves into the
multifaceted significance of "Brokeback Mountain," analyzing Annie Proulx’s narrative craft, the
story’s thematic depth, its adaptations, and enduring legacy in modern storytelling.

Annie Proulx’s Narrative Craft in Brokeback Mountain

At the heart of "Brokeback Mountain" lies Annie Proulx’s distinctive literary style, marked by sparse
yet evocative prose. Known for her ability to capture the rugged landscapes of the American West
and the intricacies of human emotion, Proulx weaves a tale that is both intimate and expansive. The
narrative’s economy of language enhances its emotional resonance, allowing readers to infer the
depth of the protagonists’ experiences through subtle cues rather than overt exposition.

Proulx’s portrayal of Ennis Del Mar and Jack Twist, two cowboys who develop a complex and
clandestine romantic relationship, challenges traditional representations of masculinity and
sexuality. The story’s setting—remote, expansive, and unforgiving—mirrors the protagonists’
internal struggles, reinforcing the tension between desire and societal constraint. The juxtaposition
of raw natural beauty with the harshness of social realities is a hallmark of Proulx’s storytelling,
providing a layered reading experience.

Thematic Exploration: Love, Identity, and Societal Pressure

One of the core themes in "Brokeback Mountain" is the conflict between personal identity and
societal expectations. Proulx explores how Ennis and Jack’s relationship is shaped and ultimately
constrained by the cultural milieu of rural America in the mid-20th century. The narrative sheds
light on the consequences of repression and the cost of living a concealed life.

The story also delves into the universality of love and heartbreak, transcending the specificity of the
protagonists’ sexual orientation. Themes of loneliness, regret, and longing permeate the narrative,



inviting readers to empathize with the characters’ plight regardless of their own backgrounds. This
universal appeal has contributed significantly to the story’s critical acclaim and cultural relevance.

Brokeback Mountain in Literary and Cinematic
Contexts

The journey from short story to acclaimed film adaptation underscores the impact of "Brokeback
Mountain" within both literary and popular culture. Directed by Ang Lee and released in 2005, the
film brought Proulx’s narrative to a global audience, sparking discussions about LGBTQ+
representation in mainstream media.

Comparative Analysis: Story vs. Film

While the film adaptation remains largely faithful to Proulx’s original narrative, it expands upon
certain elements to suit the cinematic medium. The film’s visual depiction of the Wyoming landscape
adds a visceral dimension to the story’s atmosphere, while the performances by Heath Ledger and
Jake Gyllenhaal bring nuanced emotional depth to the characters.

However, some literary critics argue that the film, by providing explicit visualizations of the
relationship, diminishes the subtlety and ambiguity present in Proulx’s prose. Conversely,
proponents contend that the film’s emotional expressiveness complements the story’s themes,
making the narrative accessible to a broader audience.

Cultural Impact and Reception

The reception of "Brokeback Mountain" in both literary circles and popular culture reflects shifting
attitudes toward LGBTQ+ narratives. Proulx’s story was groundbreaking for its sympathetic and
realistic portrayal of a same-sex relationship in a traditionally conservative setting. The film’s
success at major award ceremonies, including multiple Academy Awards, further cemented the
story’s status as a cultural milestone.

Nevertheless, the narrative also faced criticism and controversy, particularly from conservative
groups uncomfortable with its themes. This backlash highlights the story’s role in challenging
societal norms and fostering dialogue about representation and inclusivity in art.

Broader Works of Annie Proulx and Thematic
Continuities

Understanding "Brokeback Mountain" within the broader context of Annie Proulx’s oeuvre reveals
recurring motifs and stylistic tendencies. Proulx’s works often focus on the American landscape and
the lives of individuals at the margins of society. Her novels, such as "The Shipping News" and



"Accordion Crimes," similarly explore themes of displacement, identity, and human resilience.

Proulx’s ability to blend meticulous environmental descriptions with profound character studies is
evident across her body of work. This synthesis enriches "Brokeback Mountain," situating it within a
tradition of American regionalist literature while simultaneously pushing boundaries in terms of
subject matter and emotional candor.

Pros and Cons of Annie Proulx’s Approach

e Pros: Proulx’s concise and vivid prose creates an immersive reading experience that captures
complex emotions with elegance. Her focus on marginalized voices introduces fresh
perspectives to American literature.

e Cons: Some readers may find the story’s brevity leaves certain character motivations
underexplored. Additionally, the stark realism and somber tone may be challenging for those
seeking more uplifting narratives.

SEO Keywords and Their Integration in the Context of
Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx

In discussing "brokeback mountain annie proulx," several related keywords naturally emerge, such
as “Annie Proulx short stories,” “Brokeback Mountain themes,” “LGBTQ+ literature,” “American
West literature,” and “film adaptation Brokeback Mountain.” These terms reflect the story’s literary
significance, thematic content, and cultural impact.

Effective SEO practices involve integrating these LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords
seamlessly within the analysis. For instance, exploring “LGBTQ+ literature” in relation to Proulx’s
work allows for a broader contextualization that appeals to diverse audiences interested in queer
narratives. Similarly, referencing “American West literature” situates "Brokeback Mountain" within
a regional literary tradition, enhancing its relevance for readers seeking genre-specific content.

How Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx Continues to Influence
Contemporary Discourse

The legacy of "Brokeback Mountain" endures as it continues to inspire writers, filmmakers, and
scholars. Its nuanced approach to portraying love outside societal norms has paved the way for more
inclusive stories in mainstream media. Moreover, the ongoing academic interest in Proulx’s work
underscores its literary merit and socio-cultural importance.

In an era increasingly attuned to diversity and representation, revisiting "Brokeback Mountain"
offers valuable insights into the intersection of identity, place, and narrative form. Annie Proulx’s



contribution remains a touchstone for understanding how literature can challenge, reflect, and
expand cultural conversations.

The story’s enduring influence manifests in various ways—from inspiring discussions about
masculinity and vulnerability to informing contemporary LGBTQ+ storytelling. As readers and
audiences continue to engage with "Brokeback Mountain," its themes and emotional truths maintain
a powerful resonance, confirming Annie Proulx’s place as a pivotal figure in modern American
literature.

Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx, 1998 Short fiction by
the author of Shipping news. Set in the beautiful wild landscape of Wyoming.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Annie Proulx's Brokeback Mountain and Postcards Mark
Asquith, 2009-09-10 This guide to Annie Proulx's novel Postcards and her short story Brokeback
Mountain features a biography of the author, a full-length analysis of the texts, a summary of the
their popular and critical reception, a discussion of the recent film adaptation of Brokeback
Mountain and its reception and a great deal more. If you are studying either text, reading them for
your book club, or if you simply want to know more, you'll find this guide informative, intelligent,
and helpful.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Close Range Annie Proulx, 2006 The inspiration behind
'Life of Pi' director Ang Lee's 'Brokeback Mountain' is one of the short stories to be found in this
haunting collection of Wyoming tales. '‘Brokeback Mountain' is set in the beautiful, wild landscape of
Wyoming where cowboys live as they have done for generations. Hard, lonely lives in unforgiving
country. Jack Twist and Ennis del Mar are two ranch hands, glad to have found each other's
company where none had been expected. But companionship becomes something else on Brokeback
Mountain, something not looked for - an intimacy neither can forget. 'Brokeback Mountain' was
made into an Academy Award-winning film by Ang Lee, and starred Heath Ledger, Jake Gyllenhaal,
Michelle Williams and Anne Hathaway.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Brokeback Mountain Annie Proulx, 2010-05-11 A
standalone edition of Annie Proulx’s beloved story “Brokeback Mountain” (in the collection Close
Range)—the basis for the major motion picture directed by Ang Lee, starring Jake Gyllenhaal and
Heath Ledger, screenplay by Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana. Annie Proulx has written some of
the most original and brilliant short stories in contemporary literature, and for many readers and
reviewers, “Brokeback Mountain” is her masterpiece. Ennis del Mar and Jack Twist, two ranch
hands, come together when they’re working as sheepherder and camp tender one summer on a
range above the tree line. At first, sharing an isolated tent, the attraction is casual, inevitable, but
something deeper catches them that summer. Both men work hard, marry and have kids. Yet over
the course of many years and frequent separations this relationship becomes the most important
bond in their lives, and they do anything they can to preserve it. The New Yorker won the National
Magazine Award for Fiction for its publication of “Brokeback Mountain,” and the story was included
in Prize Stories 1998: The O. Henry Awards. In gorgeous and haunting prose, Proulx limns the
difficult, dangerous affair between two cowboys that survives everything but the world’s intolerance.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Brokeback Mountain (Flash Relatos) Annie Proulx,
2012-05-31 Annie Proulx, ganadora del premio Pulitzer, nos narra esta estremecedora historia de
amor entre dos vaqueros, una historia capaz de sobrevivir a todo excepto a la salvaje intolerancia del
mundo que los rodea. Ennis del Mar y Jack Twist son dos rancheros que se conocen cuando aceptan
un trabajo para apacentar juntos un rebano por encima de la zona arbolada en Brokeback Mountain.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/brokeback-mountain-annie-proulx.pdf

Ese verano surgira entre ellos una intensa historia de amor.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Close Range Annie Proulx, 1999 Presents eleven short
stories about loneliness, quick violence, and wrong kinds of love, by Pulitzer Prize-winning author
Annie Proulx.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Close Range Martine Lleonart, 2006

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Reading Brokeback Mountain Jim Stacy, 2015-03-12 This
collection offers 15 critical essays on Annie Proulx's short story Brokeback Mountain and its
controversial film adaptation by screenwriters Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana and director Ang
Lee. Each essay explores the short story, the film, and the sociocultural phenomenon that followed
the release of the motion picture in December 2005. This anthology includes selections from
traditional perspectives and from postmodern angles, including women's studies, gender studies,
queer studies, sexuality studies, ethnic studies, and American studies. Many of the essays focus
primarily on the film, its critical reception, its stars, its director, its soundtrack, and its cultural
implications.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Brokeback Mountain: Story to Screenplay Annie Proulx,
Larry McMurtry, Diana Ossana, 2005-12-27 Annie Proulx has written some of the most original and
brilliant short stories in contemporary literature, and for many readers and reviewers, Brokeback
Mountain is her masterpiece. Brokeback Mountain was originally published in The New Yorker. It
won the National Magazine Award. It also won an O. Henry Prize. Included in this volume is Annie
Proulx's haunting story about the difficult, dangerous love affair between a ranch hand and a rodeo
cowboy. Also included is the celebrated screenplay for the major motion picture Brokeback
Mountain, written by Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana. All three writers have contributed essays
on the process of adapting this critically acclaimed story for film.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: A Study Guide for Annie Proulx's "Brokeback Mountain"
Gale, Cengage Learning,

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Close Range E. Annie Proulx, 1999

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Heart Songs and Other Stories Annie Proulx,
2007-12-01 Before she wrote the bestselling Brokeback Mountain, Annie Proulx was already
producing some of the finest short fiction in the country. Here are her collected stories, including
two new works never before anthologized. These stories reverberate with rural tradition, the rites of
nature, and the rituals of small town life. The country is blue collar New England; the characters are
native families and the dispossessed working class, whose heritage is challenged by the neorural
bourgeoisie from the city; and the themes are as elemental as the landscape: revenge, malice, greed,
passion. Told with skill and profundity and crafted by a master storyteller, these are lean, tough
tales of an extraordinary place and its people.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Wyoming Stories Box Set Annie Proulx, 2008-09 All three
volumes of Annie Proulx's Wyoming Stories available in hardback, for the first time in the UK

brokeback mountain annie proulx: The Brokeback Book William R. Handley, 2011-05-01 An
American Western made by a Taiwanese director and filmed in Canada, Brokeback Mountain was a
global cultural phenomenon even before it became the highest grossing gay-themed drama in film
history.gFew films have inspired as much passion and debate, or produced as many contradictory
responses, from online homage to late-night parody. In this wide-ranging and incisive collection,
writers, journalists, scholars, and ordinary viewers explore the film and Annie Proulx?s original story
as well asgtheir ongoing cultural and political significance. The contributors situate Brokeback
Mountain in relation to gay civil rights, the cinematic and literary Western, the Chinese value of
forbearance, male melodrama, and urban and rural working lives across generations and genders. @
The Brokeback Book builds on earlier debates by novelist David Leavitt, critic Daniel Mendelsohn,
producer James Schamus, and film reviewer Kenneth Turan with new and noteworthy
interpretations of the Brokeback phenomenon, the film, and its legacy. Also appearing in print for
the first time is Michael Silverblatt?s interview with Annie Proulx about the story she wrote and the
film it became.



brokeback mountain annie proulx: Fine Just the Way It Is Annie Proulx, 2008-09-09 From
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Annie Proulx, an unforgettable (Miami Herald) and vivid (Oprah Daily)
collection of stories set in Wyoming. Winner of two O. Henry Prizes, Annie Proulx has been
anthologized in nearly every major collection of great American stories. Her bold, inimitable
language, her exhilarating eye for detail, her dark sense of humor, and her compassion inform this
profoundly compelling collection of stories. Proulx creates a fierce, visceral panorama of American
folly and fate in these nine dazzling stories about multiple generations of Americans struggling
through life in the West. Each character is a pioneer of a sort—some are billionaires, some are
escapists, and some just think the rest of the country has it wrong. Deeply sympathetic to the men
and women fighting to survive in this harsh place, Proulx turns their lives into fiction with the power
of myth, leaving the reader in awe.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: That Old Ace in the Hole Annie Proulx, 2007-12-01 From
Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner Annie Proulx comes an exhilarating story brimming
with language, history, landscape, music, and love. Bob Dollar is a young man from Denver trying to
make good in a bad world. Out of college and aimless, Dollar takes a job with Global Pork Rind,
scouting out big spreads of land that can be converted to hog farms. Soon he's holed up in a two-bit
Texas town called Woolybucket, where he settles into LaVon Fronk's old bunkhouse for fifty dollars a
month, helps out at Cy Frease's Old Dog Café, and learns the hard way how vigorously the old Texas
ranch owners will hold on to their land, even when their children want no part of it. Robust, often
bawdy, strikingly original, That Old Ace in the Hole traces the waves of change that have shaped the
American West over the past century—and in Bob Dollar, Proulx has created one of the most
irrepressible characters in contemporary fiction.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: On Brokeback Mountain Eric Patterson, 2008-01-17 On
Brokeback Mountain: Meditations About Masculinity, Fear, and Love in the Story and the Film
provides a close, detailed, comparative discussion of the short story and the film in relation to ways
of understanding masculinity and love between men in American culture. It uses analytical ideas
from gay and lesbian/queer studies, American studies, social history, film history, and literary
history, but avoids specialized theoretical language in order to be accessible to the many people
interested in the story and the film. Original, interdisciplinary, and engaging, On Brokeback
Mountain is intended to be not only useful to academic specialists but also accessible and readable
for any interested, educated reader. The two versions of Brokeback Mountain are significant for
taking readers and audiences inside the perspectives of men who love men, showing what physical
and emotional passion, and hostility toward that passion, may be like for them. The story and the
film help in understanding the many men who love men and who don't fit stereotypes of gay men or
participate in the gay/queer worlds of urban/academic communities, especially men in rural areas
and in working class contexts. This book examines the presentation of friendship, sex, and love
between men in Brokeback Mountain, as well as the depiction of homophobia and its effects on men
who love men and their families. It relates the story and the film to the literary tradition of the
homoerotic pastoral, the literary/movie tradition of the Western, and the tradition of the tragic
romantic love story.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Fine Just the Way it is Annie Proulx, 2009 The fantastic
new collection of stories from the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 'The Shipping News' and
'‘Brokeback Mountain'. 'Fine Just The Way It Is' marks Annie Proulx's return to the Wyoming of
'‘Brokeback Mountain' and the familiar cast of hardy, unsentimental prairie folk. The stories are cast
over centuries, and capture the voices and lives of the settlers this sagebrushed and weatherworn
country has known, from the native Indian tribes to the modern day ranch owners and politicians,
and their cowboy forebears. In 'A Family Man', an old man nearing the end of his life unburdens
himself of the weighty family secrets that were his father's unwelcome legacy. 'Them Old Cowboy
Songs' follows Archie and Rosie, a young pioneer couple, and their hardships in their attempt to
homestead in the exposed wintry expanses of the prairie, and 'Testimony of the Donkey' finds a
young international couple, Marc and Caitlin, struggling with much more modern concerns, and




confronting uncertainty as their relationship comes to its end. These are stories of desperation and
hard times, often marked by an inescapable sadness, set in a landscape both brutal and magnificent.
Enlivened by folk tales, flights of fancy, and details of ranch and rural work, they juxtapose
Wyoming's traditional character and attitudes - confrontation of tough problems, prejudice,
persistence in the face of difficulty - with the more benign values of the new west. These are bold,
elegant and memorable pieces, and once more confirm Annie Proulx as one of the most talented,
unique short story writers in the language.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: Fine Just the Way it is Annie Proulx, 2009 Returning to
the territory of Brokeback Mountain (in her first volume of Wyoming Stories) and Bad Dirt (her
second), National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize-winner Proulx delivers a stunning and visceral new
collection.

brokeback mountain annie proulx: The Lost Frontier Mark Asquith, 2014-06-19 Annie Proulx
is one of the most provocative and stylistically innovative writers in America today. She is at her best
in the short story format, and the best of these are to be found in her Wyoming trilogy, in which she
turns her eye on America's West-both past and present. Yet despite the vast amount of print
expended reviewing her books, there has been nothing published on the Wyoming Stories. The Lost
Frontier fills this critical void by offering a detailed examination of the key stories in the trilogy:
Close Range (1999), Bad Dirt (2004), Fine Just the Way it Is (2008). The chapters are arranged
according to western archetypes-the Pioneer, Rancher, Cowboy, Indian, and, arguably, the most
important character of them all in Proulx's fiction: Landscape. The Lost Frontier offers students a
clear sense of the novelist's early life and work, her stylistic influences and the characteristics of her
fiction and an understanding of where the Wyoming Stories, and Annie Proulx's work as a whole, fits
into traditional and contemporary writing about the American West.
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