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Best Pitches in Baseball History: Masterpieces on the Mound

best pitches in baseball history have captivated fans, baffled hitters, and
defined careers. Baseball, often celebrated for its rich tradition and
strategic depth, owes much of its allure to the duel between pitcher and
batter. Over the decades, some pitches have transcended mere technique to
become legendary, etching their place in the game's storied past. From
blazing fastballs to deceptive breaking balls, exploring these iconic
offerings offers a glimpse into the artistry and skill that make baseball so
enthralling.

The Evolution of Pitching: Understanding the
Craft

Before diving into the best pitches in baseball history, it’s essential to
appreciate how pitching has evolved. Early baseball saw pitchers primarily
focusing on speed and placement, but as hitters adapted, pitchers innovated.
Today, pitching is a blend of physics, biomechanics, and psychology, with
every pitch type designed to outwit the batter.

LSI Keywords: pitching mechanics, baseball pitching evolution, pitching
strategy

Types of Pitches and Why They Matter

Pitchers utilize a variety of pitches, each with unique movement and speed
characteristics that challenge hitters differently:

- **Fastball:** The fastest pitch, designed to overpower batters.

- **Curveball:** Characterized by a sharp downward break.

- *¥*Slider:** A pitch that moves laterally with a late break.

- **Changeup:** A slower pitch that looks like a fastball to deceive timing.
- **Knuckleball:** Known for unpredictable fluttering motion.

Understanding these pitches helps fans appreciate the skill involved in
executing them flawlessly.

Iconic Pitches That Changed the Game

Let’s explore some of the best pitches in baseball history that not only
dazzled spectators but also altered the course of games and even eras.



Sandy Koufax’s Curveball: The Ultimate Weapon

Sandy Koufax, one of the most dominant pitchers of the 1960s, was renowned
for his devastating curveball. His ability to throw it with such sharp
movement and late break made hitters look helpless. Koufax’s curveball was
not just a pitch; it was a psychological weapon that defined his legacy,
securing multiple no-hitters and a perfect game.

Bob Gibson’s Fastball: Raw Power and Precision

Bob Gibson’s fastball is often cited among the best pitches in baseball
history due to its incredible velocity combined with pinpoint control. In the
1968 season, Gibson’s fastball was so dominant that he posted a minuscule
1.12 ERA, a testament to how overpowering his pitches were. Batters faced
with Gibson’s fastball had to contend with both speed and a fierce
competitive mindset.

Mariano Rivera’s Cutter: A Modern Marvel

No discussion of the best pitches in baseball history would be complete
without mentioning Mariano Rivera’s legendary cut fastball, or cutter.
Rivera’'s cutter was deceptively fast and moved just enough to jam right-
handed hitters or induce weak contact. His mastery of this pitch was a
cornerstone of his record 652 career saves and a key ingredient in the New
York Yankees' dynasty of the late 1990s and early 2000s.

Why Some Pitches Become Legendary

What sets the best pitches in baseball history apart from the rest? It’'s not
just speed or movement but how pitchers use them in high-pressure situations,
their uniqueness, and their impact on the game.

Deception and Movement

A pitch’s ability to fool a batter often lies in its deception. For example,
a changeup thrown with the arm speed of a fastball but arriving slower
disrupts timing, while a curveball’s dramatic drop can make even the best
hitters swing over the ball.



Situational Mastery

Legendary pitches often shine brightest in clutch moments—like Nolan Ryan's
fastball overwhelming opponents in playoff games or Christy Mathewson’s
famous "fadeaway" pitch that confounded hitters in the 1900s. This ability to
perform under pressure cements a pitch’s place in history.

The Science Behind the Best Pitches in Baseball
History

Modern technology has allowed a deeper analysis of what makes these pitches
so effective. High-speed cameras, spin rate measurements, and launch angle
data reveal the nuances that differentiate a good pitch from a legendary one.

Spin Rate and Pitch Movement

A critical factor in pitch effectiveness is spin rate—-the speed at which the
ball spins as it travels toward the plate. Higher spin rates can lead to
sharper breaks on curveballs and sliders or a rising effect on fastballs,
making them harder to hit squarely.

Biomechanics and Pitching Efficiency

Proper mechanics not only improve pitch velocity and movement but also reduce
injury risk. Pitchers like Clayton Kershaw have exemplified how combining
elite biomechanics with pitch variety leads to sustained success.

Tips for Aspiring Pitchers Inspired by
Baseball’s Greatest

For those looking to emulate the best pitches in baseball history, some key
takeaways include:

e Master Control: Velocity alone won’'t win games; precision and the
ability to locate pitches matter immensely.

* Develop a Signature Pitch: Like Rivera’s cutter or Koufax’s curveball,
having a go-to pitch can set you apart.

e Mix Speeds and Movements: Keep hitters guessing by combining fastballs



with off-speed pitches.

e Focus on Mechanics: Proper form enhances both performance and longevity
on the mound.

e Study Hitters: Understanding batter tendencies can help in pitch
selection and execution.

Pitching Legends Who Redefined the Game

The best pitches in baseball history are inseparable from the pitchers who
threw them. Names like Nolan Ryan, Randy Johnson, and Pedro Martinez
represent eras where pitching dominated. Their ability to consistently throw
unhittable pitches has inspired generations and raised the bar for what’s
possible on the mound.

Each pitcher brought something unique—Ryan’s overpowering fastball, Johnson’s
towering slider, Martinez’'s electric changeup—all contributing to a rich
tapestry of pitching excellence.

Final Thoughts on Baseball’s Best Pitches

Baseball’s allure is deeply tied to the battle between pitcher and hitter,
and the best pitches in baseball history symbolize the pinnacle of this
contest. Whether through blistering speed, mesmerizing movement, or clever
deception, these pitches remind us why baseball remains America’s pastime.
They are not just baseball plays; they are moments of artistry that continue
to inspire players and fans alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best pitch in baseball
history?

One of the best pitches in baseball history is Nolan Ryan's 100+ mph
fastball, known for its velocity and dominance over hitters throughout his
career.

Which pitcher is famous for the 'Eephus pitch' and



why is it significant?

Rip Sewell is famous for the 'Eephus pitch,' a high-arcing, slow pitch that
was highly deceptive and rare, making it a unique and memorable pitch in
baseball history.

What makes Sandy Koufax's curveball one of the best
pitches ever thrown?

Sandy Koufax's curveball was highly effective due to its sharp break, speed
variation, and precision, making it nearly unhittable during his peak years.

How did Mariano Rivera's cut fastball change
baseball history?

Mariano Rivera's cut fastball was revolutionary because of its late movement
that broke bats and baffled hitters, contributing to his status as the
greatest closer in baseball history.

Which pitch is known as the 'Yips' pitch and which
pitcher famously struggled with it?

The 'Yips' pitch refers to a sudden loss of control over throwing, famously
experienced by Steve Blass, whose once-effective pitching drastically
declined due to control issues.

What was unique about Bob Gibson's pitching style
and his best pitches?

Bob Gibson was known for his aggressive style and devastating fastball and
slider combination, which overwhelmed hitters and helped him dominate in the
1960s.

How did Greg Maddux's pitching approach redefine
effectiveness in baseball?

Greg Maddux relied on pinpoint control, movement, and changing speeds rather
than velocity, making his fastball and changeup some of the most effective
pitches despite not being the fastest.

Why is the screwball considered one of the rarest
and best pitches in baseball history?

The screwball is rare due to its difficult mechanics and strain on the arm,
but pitchers like Carl Hubbell mastered it, using its unique reverse break to
confound hitters.



Additional Resources

**The Best Pitches in Baseball History: A Deep Dive into Iconic Throws**

best pitches in baseball history have captivated fans, baffled hitters, and
defined eras. From the blazing fastballs that challenge human limits to the
deceptive breaking balls that leave batters frozen, the art of pitching
remains central to baseball’s enduring appeal. Understanding these iconic
pitches involves not only appreciating their raw velocity or movement but
also examining the context, the pitchers behind them, and the moments that
elevated these throws into legend.

The Anatomy of Iconic Baseball Pitches

Pitching, at its core, is a blend of power, precision, and strategy. The best
pitches in baseball history often combine these elements to create moments of
brilliance. Velocity measures how fast a ball travels; movement refers to the
ball’s trajectory and break; deception involves disguising the pitch’s type
and location; and command addresses the pitcher’s ability to place the pitch
exactly where intended.

Historically, the evolution of pitching styles and technology—such as high-
speed cameras and advanced analytics—has shed light on what makes certain
pitches exceptional. Understanding these components provides a framework for
analyzing the legendary pitches and their lasting impact.

Fastballs: The Raw Powerhouses

Fastballs are the most fundamental pitch type, prized for their speed and
simplicity. Among the best pitches in baseball history, fastballs stand out
for their ability to overpower hitters. Nolan Ryan, often hailed as the
fastest pitcher ever, regularly threw triple-digit fastballs, reaching speeds
upwards of 100 mph. His fastball was not just about speed but also about
endurance, as he maintained velocity deep into games.

Another notable example is Aroldis Chapman, whose fastball has been clocked

at an astonishing 105 mph, setting modern benchmarks. The velocity of these

fastballs makes reaction time nearly impossible for hitters, but speed alone
doesn’t guarantee dominance. Command and the ability to mix in other pitches
often dictate a pitcher’s overall effectiveness.

Breaking Balls: The Art of Deception

While fastballs rely on speed, breaking balls excel through movement and
unpredictability. The curveball, slider, and screwball each offer unique



trajectories, often dropping or darting sharply as they approach the plate.
One of the most famous breaking balls belongs to Sandy Koufax, whose
devastating curveball baffled hitters in the 1960s. Koufax’s ability to throw
a sharp, late-breaking curve contributed significantly to his Hall of Fame
career.

Similarly, Randy Johnson’s slider was a defining weapon. Known as "The Big
Unit," Johnson combined his towering stature with a slider that darted away
from right-handed hitters with frightening velocity and sharp break. This
pitch made him one of the most feared pitchers of his generation.

The Changeup: Mastering Speed Differential

The changeup is a pitch designed to mimic a fastball’s arm action but arrives
at the plate significantly slower, disrupting hitters’ timing. Pedro
Martinez'’'s changeup is often cited as one of the best pitches in baseball
history because of its deceptive nature and effectiveness. Martinez’s ability
to maintain fastball arm speed while drastically reducing velocity made his
changeup nearly unhittable, especially when paired with his fastball and
devastating curveball.

This pitch demonstrates that the best pitches are not always about sheer
power but also about strategy and mastery of timing.

Historical Moments Featuring Legendary Pitches

Some pitches gain legendary status not only because of their mechanics but
also due to the historical context in which they were thrown. Moments of high
stakes, such as World Series games or record-breaking performances, imbue
certain pitches with a mythic quality.

Donn Clendenon’s Strikeout: Sandy Koufax'’s Perfect
Game

During Koufax'’'s perfect game in 1965, his pitch selection and execution were
flawless. His curveball, in particular, was instrumental in striking out Donn
Clendenon, a batter known for his power. The pitch’s sharp, late break
combined with precise location exemplifies the synergy of technique and
mental focus that defines the best pitches in baseball history.

The 1998 Home Run Chase: Roger Clemens’ Fastball



Dominance

In the summer of 1998, as Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa chased the home run
record, Roger Clemens used his fastball to dominate opposing hitters. His
ability to consistently throw high-velocity fastballs with pinpoint control
helped the Boston Red Sox remain competitive amid an era dominated by
offense. Clemens’ fastball during this period is often analyzed as a
benchmark for power pitching in the steroid era.

Mariano Rivera’s Cutter: The Ultimate Closer Pitch

Mariano Rivera’s cutter is arguably the most iconic pitch in the closer role.
Unlike traditional fastballs or sliders, Rivera’s cutter had a subtle but
devastating late movement that jammed hitters or induced weak contact. His
pitch was so effective that it contributed to five World Series championships
with the New York Yankees and cemented his legacy as the greatest closer of
all time.

Technological Advances Shaping Pitch Analysis

The study of the best pitches in baseball history has been revolutionized by
technology. High-speed cameras, radar guns, and advanced tracking systems
like Statcast provide detailed insights into velocity, movement, spin rate,
and release points. These tools allow analysts and fans alike to appreciate
the nuances that distinguish a good pitch from a legendary one.

For instance, spin rate has emerged as a crucial metric for evaluating
breaking pitches and fastballs. Higher spin rates generally correlate with
sharper movement and better deception. Pitchers like Gerrit Cole and Max
Scherzer utilize modern technology to fine-tune their pitches, blending old-
school craft with contemporary data.

Pitch Types and Their Signature Features

e Four-seam Fastball: Straightest and fastest pitch, used to overpower
hitters.

e Slider: A breaking ball with lateral movement, thrown harder than a
curveball.

e Curveball: Significant downward break, often slower with a looping
trajectory.



e Cutter: A fastball variant with late, subtle movement, effective against
opposite-handed hitters.

e Changeup: Mimics fastball arm action but delivered slower to disrupt
timing.

e Screwball: Rare pitch breaking opposite to a slider, difficult to
master.

Evaluating the Best Pitches: Beyond Velocity
and Movement

While speed and break are critical, the best pitches in baseball history are
often defined by their context, consistency, and the psychological edge they
provide. A pitch that can be deployed repeatedly in high-pressure situations
without losing effectiveness often distinguishes Hall of Fame pitchers from
their peers.

Mental elements such as unpredictability, sequencing, and the ability to read
hitters also play vital roles. Greg Maddux, for instance, was renowned not

for overpowering speed but for pinpoint control and pitch selection, making
his fastball and changeup nearly unhittable.

Pros and Cons of Legendary Pitch Styles

1. Power Pitching

Pros: Overwhelms hitters, reduces batter’'s reaction time.

Cons: Can be less sustainable over long careers due to physical strain.
2. Deceptive Breaking Balls

Pros: Creates weak contact, induces strikeouts.

Cons: Requires precise mechanics; easier to spot if not executed well.
3. Changeups and Off-Speed Pitches

Pros: Disrupts timing, effective against aggressive hitters.

Cons: Risk of leaving pitches over the plate if mistimed.



Legacy and Influence of the Best Pitches

The impact of these iconic pitches extends beyond statistics. They influence
coaching philosophies, inspire young athletes, and shape the strategic
evolution of baseball. Modern pitchers study video footage of legends to
emulate mechanics, grips, and pitch sequencing.

Moreover, the best pitches in baseball history contribute to the sport’s
narrative—moments that are retold and analyzed season after season. Whether
it’s a perfect game, a no-hitter, or a game-winning strikeout, these pitches
embody the drama and skill that define baseball.

The ongoing quest to identify and replicate the perfect pitch underscores the
sport’s dynamic nature. As new talents emerge and technology advances, the
definition of "best pitch" continues to evolve, but the reverence for those
historic throws remains steadfast.

Best Pitches In Baseball History

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball’s All-Time Best Sluggers Michael ]. Schell,
2016-05-31 Over baseball history, which park has been the best for run scoring? (1) Which player
would lose the most home runs after adjustments for ballpark effect? (2) Which player claims four of
the top five places for best individual seasons ever played, based on all-around offensive
performance? (3) (See answers, below). These are only three of the intriguing questions Michael
Schell addresses in Baseball's All-Time Best Sluggers, a lively examination of the game of baseball
using the most sophisticated statistical tools available. The book provides an in-depth evaluation of
every major offensive event in baseball history, and identifies the players with the 100 best seasons
and most productive careers. For the first time ever, ballpark effects across baseball history are
presented for doubles, triples, right- and left-handed home-run hitting, and strikeouts. The book
culminates with a ranking of the game's best all-around batters. Using a brisk conversational style,
Schell brings to the plate the two most important credentials essential to producing a book of this
kind: an encyclopedic knowledge of baseball and a professional background in statistics. Building on
the traditions of renowned baseball historians Pete Palmer and Bill James, he has analyzed the most
important factors impacting the sport, including the relative difficulty of hitting in different
ballparks, the length of hitters' careers, the talent pool from which players are drawn, player aging,
and changes in the game that have raised or lowered major-league batting averages. Schell's book
finally levels the playing field, giving new credit to hitters who played in adverse conditions, and
downgrading others who faced fewer obstacles. It also provides rankings based on players'
positions. For example, Derek Jeter ranks 295th out of 1,140 on the best batters list, but jumps to
103rd in the position-adjusted list, reflecting his offensive prowess among shortstops. Replete with
dozens of never-before reported stories and statistics, Baseball's All-Time Best Sluggers will forever
shape the way baseball fans view the greatest heroes of America's national pastime. Answers: 1.
Coors Field 2. Mel Ott 3. Barry Bonds, 2001-2004 seasons

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball's Top 10 Robert Kuenster, 2015-03-26 Comparing
major league players has always been a popular topic among baseball fans. Debating the strengths
and weaknesses of such greats as Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams, Babe Ruth and Hank Aaron, Willie
Mays and Mickey Mantle, or Tom Seaver and Greg Maddux continues to stir up controversy among
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fans eager to champion their heroes. In Baseball’s Top 10, Bob Kuenster has compiled a ranking of
the game’s best players by position, highlighting the achievements of nearly 300 individuals. In
addition to the top 10, Kuenster includes Honorable Mentions—players who were considered but
didn’t make the final list—and Dishonorable Mentions—players who were left off the rankings due to
alleged steroid and performance enhancing drug use. Drawing upon original interviews conducted
by the author, this ranking reveals the best players in major league history as seen through the eyes
of former players, managers, and announcers. Player entries include biographical information,
individual achievements, stats, and quotes. Organized by position—first base, second base, third
base, shortstop, left field, center field, right field, catcher, designated hitters, multi-position players,
right-handed starting pitchers, left-handed starting pitchers, and closers—280 outstanding players
made the cut as the most elite pitchers, hitters, and fielders in MLB history. Baseball’s Top 10
features interviews with some of baseball’s greatest personalities—including players who have since
passed, such as Al Lopez, Bob Feller, Stan Musial, Lou Boudreau, Andy Pafko, Ron Santo, Harry
Caray and Harry Kalas. With over 50 photographs and a comprehensive list of suggested titles for
further reading, this book is sure to interest baseball fans and historians who love to debate the
many outstanding players who have appeared in the major leagues.

best pitches in baseball history: The Baseball 100 Joe Posnanski, 2021-09-28 NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER * Winner of the CASEY Award for Best Baseball Book of the Year “An instant
sports classic.” —New York Post * “Stellar.” —The Wall Street Journal * “A true masterwork...880
pages of sheer baseball bliss.” —BookPage (starred review) * “This is a remarkable achievement.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review) A magnum opus from acclaimed baseball writer Joe Posnanski,
The Baseball 100 is an audacious, singular, and masterly book that took a lifetime to write. The
entire story of baseball rings through a countdown of the 100 greatest players in history, with a
foreword by George Will. Longer than Moby-Dick and nearly as ambitious, The Baseball 100 is a
one-of-a-kind work by award-winning sportswriter and lifelong student of the game Joe Posnanski. In
the book’s introduction, Pulitzer Prize-winning commentator George F. Will marvels, “Posnanski
must already have lived more than two hundred years. How else could he have acquired such a stock
of illuminating facts and entertaining stories about the rich history of this endlessly fascinating
sport?” Baseball’s legends come alive in these pages, which are not merely rankings but vibrant
profiles of the game’s all-time greats. Posnanski dives into the biographies of iconic Hall of Famers,
unfairly forgotten All-Stars, talents of today, and more. He doesn’t rely just on records and
statistics—he lovingly retraces players’ origins, illuminates their characters, and places their
accomplishments in the context of baseball’s past and present. Just how good a pitcher is Clayton
Kershaw in the 21st-century game compared to Greg Maddux dueling with the juiced hitters of the
nineties? How do the career and influence of Hank Aaron compare to Babe Ruth’s? Which player in
the top ten most deserves to be resurrected from history? No compendium of baseball’s legendary
geniuses could be complete without the players of the segregated Negro Leagues, men whose
extraordinary careers were largely overlooked by sportswriters at the time and unjustly lost to
history. Posnanski writes about the efforts of former Negro Leaguers to restore sidelined Black
athletes to their due honor and draws upon the deep troves of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum
and extensive interviews with the likes of Buck O’Neil to illuminate the accomplishments of players
such as pitchers Satchel Paige and Smokey Joe Williams; outfielders Oscar Charleston, Monte Irvin,
and Cool Papa Bell; first baseman Buck Leonard; shortstop Pop Lloyd; catcher Josh Gibson; and
many, many more. The Baseball 100 treats readers to the whole rich pageant of baseball history in a
single volume. Engrossing, surprising, and heartfelt, it is a magisterial tribute to the game of
baseball and the stars who have played it.

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball's All-Time Best Hitters Michael J. Schell,
2013-12-03 Tony Gwynn is the greatest hitter in the history of baseball. That's the conclusion of this
engaging and provocative analysis of baseball's all-time best hitters. Michael Schell challenges the
traditional list of all-time hitters, which places Ty Cobb first, Gwynn 16th, and includes just 8 players
whose prime came after 1960. Schell argues that the raw batting averages used as the list's basis



should be adjusted to take into account that hitters played in different eras, with different rules, and
in different ballparks. He makes those adjustments and produces a new list of the best 100 hitters
that will spark debate among baseball fans and statisticians everywhere. Schell combines the two
qualifications essential for a book like this. He is a professional statistician--applying his skills to
cancer research--and he has an encyclopedic knowledge of baseball. He has wondered how to rank
hitters since he was a boy growing up as a passionate Cincinnati Reds fan. Over the years, he has
analyzed the most important factors, including the relative difficulty of hitting in different ballparks,
the length of hitters' careers, the talent pool that players are drawn from, and changes in the game
that raised or lowered major-league batting averages (the introduction of the designated hitter and
changes in the height and location of the pitcher's mound, for example). Schell's study finally levels
the playing field, giving new credit to hitters who played in adverse conditions and downgrading
others who faced fewer obstacles. His final ranking of players differs dramatically from the
traditional list. Gwynn, for example, bumps Cobb to 2nd place, Rod Carew rises from 28th to 3rd,
Babe Ruth drops from 9th to 16th, and Willie Mays comes from off the list to rank 13th. Schell's list
also gives relatively more credit to modern players, containing 39 whose best days were after 1960.
Using a fun, conversational style, the book presents a feast of stories and statistics about players,
ballparks, and teams--all arranged so that calculations can be skipped by general readers but
consulted by statisticians eager to follow Schell's methods or introduce their students to such basic
concepts as mean, histogram, standard deviation, p-value, and regression. Baseball's All-Time Best
Hitters will shake up how baseball fans view the greatest heroes of America's national pastime.

best pitches in baseball history: Got Your Answers Mike Greenberg, Paul Hembekides,
2024-09-24 ESPN personality and New York Times bestselling author Mike Greenberg (Got Your
Number) again partners with mega-producer Hembo to help you win every sports debate by
answering the top 100 questions on every fan’s mind. Sports fandom can bring us together like
almost nothing else in today’s world. Still, that doesn’t mean everyone has to agree. In fact, nothing
is better than a healthy debate about any and every element of sports with friends, family,
coworkers, nemeses, or even strangers at your favorite hangout. Armed with a wealth of knowledge
and fandom experience, Greeny and Hembo tackle the 100 most-debated questions in the sports-talk
world and provide 100 lists that will tell you who is the best of the best in football, basketball,
baseball, hockey, boxing, and more. What is the most coveted trophy in all of sports? Who is the
most clutch in Game 7? Which ballpark has the most bizarre concessions? And why is Rocky without
a doubt the best sports movie of all time? Greeny and Hembo have got your answers. They're correct
across the board, of course, but pick up the book and let never-ending argumentation commence.
Also don’t miss the 100 Sneaky Hembo trivia questions designed to confound and delight!

best pitches in baseball history: The History of Baseball: Its Great Players, Teams and
Managers Allison Danzig, Joseph L. Reichler, 1959

best pitches in baseball history: Last Nine Innings Charles Euchner, 2007-02-01 The Last
Nine Innings is the last word on the inside of baseball. It's full of wonderful revelations and
perceptions that help us understand the game in ways that we might never have imagined. Charlie
Euchner has done a marvelous job in getting players to talk, simply, about how they play, and we're
the wiser for it. -Frank Deford Charlie takes an unorthodox approach to an emotional week and
succeeds at finding the heart of both the tension of the World Series and the technical foundations of
the baseball profession. This is a different book, in a very good way. -Howard Bryant, the
Washington Post, and author of Juicing the Game: Drugs, Power and the Fight for the Soul of Major
League Baseball The lengthy description of game 7 makes for dramatic reading, and the interviews
with key players from that game add a human dimension. -Booklist I enjoyed Charles's book. It's an
interesting read, rich in thought-provoking detail and context, in the manner of Malcolm Gladwell.
He deftly pulls off a difficult double play: educating the serious fan while entertaining the casual
one. -Tom Verducci, Senior Writer for Sports Illustrated The Last Nine Innings is entertaining,
engaging and enlightening. You'll never watch a baseball game the same way. -Andrew Zimbalist,
author of Baseball and Billions: A Probing Look Inside the Big Business of Our National Pastime and




Robert A. Woods Professor of Economics at Smith College Memo to ESPN analysts, FOX color
announcers and daily baseball scribes: stop telling us about who had a haircut, who didn't have a
haircut and who collects stamps. Rip out the red thread on the baseball, peel back the cowhide and
talk about all the stuff that's wound up inside the game. That's what Charles Euchner does in The
Last Nine Innings and it's fascinating. -Leigh Montville, author of Ted Williams, Biography of an
American Hero and Why Not Us?: The 86-Year Journey of the Boston Red Sox Fans from
Unparalleled Suffering to the Promised Land of the 2004 World Series The Great American Pastime
has changed. For the first time in the history of the game, the three major forces that drive the
evolution of modern pro baseball-The Triple Revolution-is revealed: The Triple Revolution: (1)
Globalization of Recruiting and Business (2) Scientific Analysis & Reduction of Physical Baseball
Movements (3) Evolution Effect of Modernized Stat-Crunching Charles Euchner uses a dramatic
moment-by-moment narrative of the seventh game of the 2001 World Series between the Yankees
and the Diamondbacks to display the Triple Revolution; and to reveal the hidden dimensions of the
game within the game: From pitching motions to batting styles, from fielding and base-running, to
training and strategy. Euchner uses extensive interviews with all the players from this modern
classic to produce a comprehensive view of the game that will fascinate casual fans, and stimulate
baseball experts. The insider narrative includes Mariano Rivera, Jorge Posada, Derek Jeter, Tino
Martinez, Luis Gonzalez and Curt Schilling, along with the game's coaches, managers, support staff,
even medical researchers and top game stats experts. Among the questions answered: What is the
ideal pitching motion? How can we judge defensive performance? What makes managers succeed
and fail? What changes the odds over the course of the game? And much more. Whether a
recreational fans, or serious student of the game, The Last Nine Innings enlightens; as baseball
author Andrew Zimbalist writes, You'll never watch a baseball game the same way.

best pitches in baseball history: The Evolution of Pitching in Major League Baseball William
F. McNeil, 2006-03-29 Are today's major league baseball pitchers better than ever? Or do they pale
in comparison to the great hurlers of 20, 30 or 40 years ago? This book tackles a debate that has
been traveling baseball circles for several years. With changes in everything from the size of the
playing field to the composition of the ball, it's a tall task to compare pitchers over the 170-year
history of the sport in America. No stone is unturned as this work delves into every facet from the
ancient roots of the game to the bigger size of today's players. The first chapters reach back to the
first known batting contests in Egypt 5,000 years ago and bring readers to a popular 18th century
English game called rounders, which evolved into organized baseball in 19th century America. The
following chapters then pace through the changes in rules that helped mold baseball into its modern
form, and discusses innovators like James 'Jimmy' Creighton and Asa Brainard, early stars like Cy
Young and Walter Johnson, and modern day standouts such as Roger Clemens and Kerry Wood. The
book explores rule changes, adaptations to pitching and pitching strategies, and the effect of pitcher
injuries and conditioning, among other influences. Fourteen former major league players comment
on the game. The final chapter reviews what has happened to major league pitching. Appendices
give stats for major league starting pitchers with comparisons by era, list those with more than
5,000 career innings pitched, list relief pitchers and their single season save records, and a look at
the increase in major league home runs from 1919 to 2004.

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball Tales: Inspiring Stories from the Diamond Pasquale
De Marco, 2025-04-18 Baseball is more than just a game. It's a passion, a pastime, and a way of life
for millions of Americans. From the crack of the bat to the roar of the crowd, there's something
about baseball that just resonates with us. In this book, we've collected some of the most inspiring
stories from the diamond. Stories of triumph and defeat, of perseverance and sportsmanship. Stories
that will make you laugh, cry, and everything in between. Whether you're a lifelong fan or just
someone who's curious about baseball, we hope you'll enjoy these stories. They're a reminder of why
we love this game so much. **Here's a sneak peek at some of the stories you'll find in this book:** *
The Miracle of '69: The New York Mets' improbable World Series victory * The Curse of the
Bambino: The Boston Red Sox's 86-year World Series drought * The Comeback Kid: The story of Lou



Gehrig's heroic battle with ALS * The Unbreakable Record: Hank Aaron's pursuit of Babe Ruth's
home run record * The World Series Walk-Off: Joe Carter's dramatic home run that won the 1993
World Series for the Toronto Blue Jays These are just a few of the many stories that you'll find in this
book. So sit back, relax, and let's take a journey into the world of baseball. **About the Author**
Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong baseball fan and has been writing about the game for over 20 years.
He is the author of several books on baseball, including Baseball Tales: Inspiring Stories from the
Diamond. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball America Prospect Handbook 2008 Jim Callis,
Will Lingo, John Manuel, Ben Badler, ] J Cooper, 2008-02 The Prospect Handbook is the resource for
information regarding the leading minor leaguers throughout baseball, and is a valuable tool for
fans, fantasy leaguers, and anyone who wants to know more about the player development process.

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball's Best 1000 -- Revised and Updated Derek Gentile,
2012-05-15 This thoroughly revised edition of Baseball's Best 1,000 includes updated listings plus
new players, rankings, and photographs, all in a handier format that makes it a terrific pocket
reference. A must-have book for baseball fans obsessed with stats, quick facts, and the age-old
debates over who the best players are and why, Baseball's Best 1,000 showcases the lives, legends,
and lore of the game's top players, ranked in order. Sportswriter Derek Gentile has pared down the
total list of players--tens of thousands of them--to an elite ranking of the thousand greatest, based on
criteria including lifetime stats; player durability and consistency; All-Star participation; MVP, Gold
Glove, and Cy Young awards; individual statistical championships; personal and professional
contributions to the game; sportsmanship; and election to the Hall of Fame. Each entry includes
positions played, teams played for, years played, lifetime stats, and a biography of the player
featuring his great moments and little-known facts. *New players include Curt Schilling, Mike
Mussina, and Manny Ramirez. *Barry Bonds has moved up from Number 19 to Number 6. *Roger
Clemens has moved from Number 33 into the top 20. *Dozens of Negro League players are here, as
well as rankings of the best Japanese players, women players, and prehistoric players (from the time
before stats were formally recorded).

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball's Other All-Stars William F. McNeil, 2000-03-15
Baseball is played in all corners of the world, so it is no surprise to learn that some of the greatest
hardballers of all time never played on a U.S. major league diamond. Who knows what major league
records would have been shattered had Sadaharu Oh of Japan, Josh Gibson of the Negro Leagues,
Martin Dihigo of Cuba, Francisco Coimbre of Puerto Rico and Hector Espino of Mexico played in the
United States. This work is a survey of the greatest baseball players who never played in the U.S.
major leagues. The greatest players from the various professional leagues outside organized
baseball in the United States are reviewed, and all-star teams are selected for each league. Finally,
the author selects an all-world all-star team from the individual all-star teams from Japan, Mexico,
Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic and the Negro Leagues.

best pitches in baseball history: The 50 Greatest Dodgers Games of All Time ].P.
Hoornstra, 2015-05-28 The Dodgers have played more than 10,000 games as a franchise. Their 50
greatest games span two coasts and three centuries worth of baseball. They include: * A
doubleheader that lasted six and a half innings combined ¢ A single game that featured three teams
on the field * A game in which the Dodgers didn’t record a hit - and won * The games in which the
single-season and career home run records were broken ¢ Three perfect games and two no-hitters ¢
The longest game in major league history * The first major league game ever televised * A game in
which the Dodgers’ pitcher lost consciousness on the field « An exhibition game that drew 93,103
spectators ¢ The first integrated game in major league history The 50 Greatest Dodgers Games
features all the best players to don the uniform: Sandy Koufax, Jackie Robinson, Kirk Gibson, Zack
Wheat, Fernando Valenzuela, Orel Hershiser, Duke Snider, Roy Campanella, Clayton Kershaw, Steve
Garvey, Don Drysdale, Pee Wee Reese and more. It also features some of the unsung heroes of
baseball history, like Cookie Lavagetto, Vic Davalillo, Sandy Amoros, Al Gionfriddo and Joe
McGinnity. For the first time, their performances are laid side-by-side in this account of the greatest



Dodgers games ever played. Which game ranks number one?

best pitches in baseball history: The Neyer/James Guide to Pitchers Bill James, Rob Neyer,
2008-06-16 Preeminent baseball analyst Bill James and ESPN.com baseball columnist Rob Neyer
compile information on pitches and their origins, nearly two thousand pitchers, and more in this
comprehensive guide. Pitchers, the pitches they throw, and how they throw them—they’re the stuff
of constant scrutiny, but there's never been anything like a comprehensive source for such
information...until now. Bill James and Rob Neyer spent over a decade compiling the centerpiece of
this book, the Pitcher Census, which lists specific information for nearly two thousand pitchers,
ranging throughout the history of professional baseball. Their guide also includes a dictionary
describing virtually every known pitch, biographies of great pitchers who have been overlooked, and
top ten lists for fastballs, spitballs, and everything in between. James and Neyer also weigh in on the
debate over pitcher abuse and durability, offer a formula for predicting the Cy Young Award winner,
and reveal James’s Pitcher Codes. Learn about the origins and development of baseball’s most
important pitches and more knuckleballers and submariners than you ever thought existed!
Baseball’s action always starts with the pitchers. Begin to understand them and join in on
entertaining debates while having a great deal of fun with the history of the game that captivates so
many with this one-of-a-kind guide.

best pitches in baseball history: The ESPN Baseball Encyclopedia Peter Palmer, Gary
Gillette, 2007 This baseball lover's ultimate guide features totally revised and up-to-date statistics
and every active major league player's updated numbers.

best pitches in baseball history: Baseball's Who's Who of What Ifs Bill Deane, 2021-04-02
The greatest players in baseball history are honored in the National Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, New York. Fans and sports journalists often lament about players who might have
joined the immortal ranks, if only fate--circumstances, injury or even death--hadn't intervened.
Presenting a who's who of what-ifs, this book focuses on 40 well known non-inductees, such as Tony
Conigliaro, Denny McLain and Jose Fernandez, along with many others all but lost to history, such as
Ross Barnes, Charlie Ferguson and Hal Trosky. Also included are more than 100 honorable mentions
covering all of pro baseball history, from the 1860s to the 2010s.

best pitches in baseball history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1991 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

best pitches in baseball history: New York Magazine , 1988-10-10 New York magazine was
born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for
itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

best pitches in baseball history: Sports Illustrated 50 Years of Great Writing Editors of
Sports Illustrated, 2012-10-30 In the half-century since its birth, as Sports Illustrated grew from a
struggling start-up to America's preeminent sports magazine, one thing has remained constant: the
commitment to great storytelling. That part of the magazine's mission has always been easy to
define: Identify the most compelling sports stories of our time and get the best writers in the
business to tell them. This book brings together a lineup of writing talent worthy of the Hall of Fame
and the classic stories they produced for Sports Illustrated over the past 50 years. Many of the
writers whose work is collected here are longtime favorites of SI readers (Frank Deford, Rick Reilly,
Steve Rushin, Gary Smith). Others are former SI staffers or contributors who left the fold, but not
before making an indelible mark on SI's history (Dan Jenkins, Rick Telander, Mark Kram, Roy Blount
Jr., William Nack). There are celebrated journalists (A.]. Liebling, Jimmy Breslin, George Plimpton),



screenwriters (Budd Schulberg and Kenny Moore), renowned novelists (Thomas McGuane, Pete
Dexter, Wallace Stegner, Don DelLillo) and even a couple of Nobel Prize winners in literature
(William Faulkner and John Steinbeck). The stories themselves are a mirror of our times. Included in
this volume are accounts of some of the most memorable athletic feats of our era (Secretariat's
Belmont victory, the Thrilla in Manila, and Bobby Thomson's shot heard round the world). Profiles of
the towering athletic figures of our time (Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain, Ted Williams and Johnny
Unitas). Good guys (Yogi Berra and Harry Caray) and bad guys (Sonny Liston and Mike Tyson). The
fast (Roger Bannister) and the furious (Dick Butkus). The ridiculous (Howard Cosell) and the sublime
(Josh Gibson). And the stories that simply touch our hearts and inspire us (Frank Deford's
masterpiece on light heavyweight champ Billy Conn). This is the very best of the world's best sports
magazine % and it just doesn't get any better than that.

best pitches in baseball history: Pee Wee Reese Glen Sparks, 2022-06-06 Harold Pee Wee
Reese may have been the most beloved Brooklyn Dodgers player of all time. During a 16-year career
in the 1940s and 1950s, he delivered timely hits, made countless acrobatic defensive plays at
shortstop, and stole hundreds of bases for clubs that won seven pennants and, in 1955, finally
overcame the Yankees to win the World Series. Reese may be best remembered, however, for a
gesture of solidarity. The year and the location vary with the telling, but witnesses agree on this
crucial detail: During one of Jackie Robinson's early tours of the National League, as catcalls and
racial taunts rained down on him, the Southern-born Reese draped an arm across the infielder's
shoulder and stood alongside him, facing the crowd. In this first full-length biography of Reese,
author Glen Sparks digs into Hall of Famer's life and career, his leadership both on and off the field,
and the reasons that Brooklyn fans fell in love with the Boys of Summer.
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