a walk across america peter jenkins

**A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins: The Journey That Inspired a
Generation**

a walk across america peter jenkins is more than just a phrase; it’'s a story
of adventure, self-discovery, and an exploration of the diverse tapestry that
is the United States. Peter Jenkins’ journey, chronicled in his bestselling
book *A Walk Across America*, has captivated readers for decades, inspiring
wanderlust and a deeper appreciation for the country’s landscapes and people.
But what makes this walk so compelling, and why does it continue to resonate
with those fascinated by travel and American culture? Let’s delve into the
remarkable story of Peter Jenkins and his epic trek, uncovering the lessons,
experiences, and insights that have made it a timeless classic.

The Origins of Peter Jenkins’ Walk Across
America

In 1973, a young Peter Jenkins set out from Alfred, New York, with a simple
goal: to walk across the United States. At just 23 years old, Jenkins was
driven by a restless spirit and a desire to see the country in a way few had
done before—on foot, at a human pace. Unlike typical cross-country travelers
who might rely on cars, trains, or planes, Jenkins chose to immerse himself
directly in the environment, meeting people face-to-face and experiencing the
land intimately.

What started as a personal quest soon transformed into a profound journey of
discovery. Jenkins was not just walking for the sake of physical challenge;
he was seeking to understand America’s heart and soul during a time of social
change and uncertainty. The early 1970s were marked by the aftermath of the
Vietnam War, political upheaval, and shifting cultural norms, and Jenkins’
walk offered a window into the everyday lives of ordinary Americans.

Why Walk Across America?

Walking across a vast and diverse country like the United States is no small
feat. For Jenkins, the walk was a way to slow down, to really see and connect
with the land and its inhabitants. This slow travel approach allowed him to:

- Engage in meaningful conversations with strangers

- Witness the changing landscapes from the Appalachian Mountains to the
plains and deserts

- Gain perspective on regional differences and commonalities in American life
- Challenge his own physical and mental limits



This idea of walking as a form of deep exploration is a key reason why *A
Walk Across America* remains relevant to travelers, hikers, and cultural
enthusiasts today.

Experiences and Encounters Along the Way

One of the most fascinating aspects of Peter Jenkins’ journey is the people
he met. From farmers and small-town residents to fellow travelers and
marginalized communities, Jenkins’ path was dotted with stories that enriched
his understanding of the nation.

Connecting with America’s Heartland

Jenkins’ walk took him through rural America, where he met hardworking
individuals often overlooked in mainstream narratives. These encounters
highlighted themes of kindness, resilience, and the complexities of American
identity. Jenkins was often invited into homes, sharing meals and stories,
which painted a picture of hospitality and community spirit.

Challenges on the Road

Walking thousands of miles is physically demanding. Jenkins faced harsh
weather conditions, injuries, and moments of doubt. Yet, these challenges
underscored the transformative power of perseverance. His candid reflections
on hardship made the narrative relatable and inspiring, especially to those
contemplating their own journeys or life changes.

The Impact of A Walk Across America by Peter
Jenkins

Upon completing his journey, Jenkins documented his experiences in a memoir
that quickly gained popularity. The book not only detailed his physical trek
but also offered philosophical musings on freedom, belonging, and the
American dream.

Influence on Travel Literature

*Peter Jenkins’ A Walk Across America* helped pioneer a genre of travel
writing that emphasizes immersive, slow travel and personal transformation.
It inspired countless readers to consider travel as a vehicle for self-



discovery rather than mere sightseeing.

Inspiring Future Adventurers

Many modern-day travelers credit Jenkins’ walk as an impetus for their own
adventures. The concept of walking long distances, embracing uncertainty, and
engaging deeply with local cultures has become a popular approach in
contemporary travel circles, from thru-hikers on the Appalachian Trail to
cross-country cyclists.

Lessons from Peter Jenkins’ Journey

Beyond the narrative itself, *A Walk Across America* offers valuable insights
for anyone interested in exploration, whether physical, cultural, or
spiritual.

Embrace the Unknown

Jenkins’ willingness to step into unfamiliar situations teaches us the
importance of openness and adaptability. Walking across varied terrains and
meeting diverse people required a flexible mindset and an eagerness to learn.

The Power of Human Connection

One of the most enduring themes is the generosity and warmth Jenkins
encountered. These interactions remind us that travel can break down barriers
and foster empathy, enriching our understanding of others.

Appreciate Simplicity

By walking, Jenkins stripped down his experience to the essentials—footsteps,
shelter, food, and conversation. This simplicity allowed a clearer focus on
the present moment and the environment, a lesson in mindfulness relevant
beyond travel.

Tips for Those Inspired by A Walk Across
America Peter Jenkins



If you're inspired to undertake a long-distance walk or a similar journey,
here are some practical tips drawn from Jenkins’ experience and other long-
distance travelers:

Plan but stay flexible: Have a rough route but be open to detours and
unexpected experiences.

e Pack light: Carry only essentials to avoid burdening yourself
physically.

e Stay hydrated and nourished: Walking long distances demands attention to
nutrition and water intake.

e Engage with locals: Don’t hesitate to ask for directions, advice, or
even a place to rest.

e Prepare mentally: Long journeys test your patience and resilience;
cultivate a positive mindset.

e Document your experience: Journaling or photography can help capture
memories and insights.

The Legacy of a Walk Across America Peter
Jenkins

Decades after his trek, Peter Jenkins’ story continues to inspire not only
avid travelers but anyone seeking a deeper connection with their
surroundings. His journey reminds us that the greatest adventures often come
from simple acts—like putting one foot in front of the other-and that the
true essence of travel lies in the stories we share and the people we meet
along the way.

Whether you’re a seasoned hiker, a curious reader, or someone dreaming of a
transformative journey, exploring *A Walk Across America* offers a rich

tapestry of experiences and wisdom. It’s a testament to the enduring spirit
of adventure and the unending quest to understand the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Peter Jenkins and what is 'A Walk Across



America' about?

Peter Jenkins is an American author known for his travel memoir 'A Walk
Across America,' which chronicles his journey on foot across the United
States, exploring American culture and landscapes.

When was 'A Walk Across America' by Peter Jenkins
first published?

'"A Walk Across America' was first published in 1979.

What inspired Peter Jenkins to undertake his walk
across America?

Peter Jenkins was inspired to walk across America to explore the country on a
personal level, seeking to understand its people, culture, and diversity
during a time of social change.

What are some key themes explored in 'A Walk Across
America'?

Key themes include self-discovery, cultural diversity, the beauty of the
American landscape, social issues, and the kindness of strangers encountered
along the journey.

Has 'A Walk Across America' by Peter Jenkins
influenced other travelers or authors?

Yes, 'A Walk Across America' has inspired many travelers and writers to
undertake their own journeys and explore America on foot or through other
immersive travel experiences.

Additional Resources

A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins: An In-Depth Exploration of a Literary
Journey

a walk across america peter jenkins stands as a seminal work in the genre of
travel literature, chronicling the author’s extensive journey on foot from
the East Coast to the West Coast of the United States. First published in
1979, Jenkins’ narrative provides more than just a record of miles traveled;
it offers a profound commentary on American culture, society, and the human
experience during a transformative period in the nation’s history. This
article delves into the layers of Jenkins’ work, examining its literary
significance, cultural insights, and enduring appeal to readers and
adventurers alike.



The Genesis and Scope of Peter Jenkins’ Journey

Peter Jenkins embarked on his cross-country walk in 1973, beginning in
Alfred, New York, and concluding in Florence, Oregon. His odyssey spanned
approximately 4,000 miles, covering a diverse array of landscapes and
communities. The idea behind the walk was both personal and exploratory:
Jenkins sought to understand the American spirit by engaging directly with
its people and places, stepping away from conventional travel modes and
immersing himself in the day-to-day realities of the road.

What sets a walk across america peter jenkins apart from typical travelogues
is the author’s commitment to depth over speed. By walking, Jenkins forced
himself to slow down, observe intricacies, and foster connections that might
otherwise be missed. This methodical pace allowed him to capture the nuances
of the 1970s America, from bustling cities to quiet rural towns.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Jenkins’ prose is characterized by its straightforward, reflective style. He
balances descriptive passages of nature and scenery with intimate portraits
of the individuals he meets along the way. These personal encounters form the
backbone of the narrative, providing insights into the struggles and triumphs
of everyday Americans during a period marked by economic uncertainty and
social change.

Unlike more sensational travel stories, Jenkins refrains from romanticizing
or dramatizing his experiences. Instead, he offers candid reflections that
highlight both the beauty and the challenges of life on the road. His tone
remains neutral yet empathetic, inviting readers to engage critically with
the social realities he encounters without imposing judgment.

Cultural and Historical Context of the 1970s
America

The period during which Jenkins undertook his walk was one of significant
transition in the United States. The aftermath of the Vietnam War, the
Watergate scandal, and shifting economic landscapes created a backdrop of
uncertainty and introspection for many Americans. Through his journey,
Jenkins captured snapshots of this era from a grassroots perspective.

Social Diversity and Regional Differences

One of the strengths of a walk across america peter jenkins is its portrayal



of regional diversity. From the industrial Northeast to the sprawling Midwest
and the rugged West, Jenkins encounters a wide spectrum of lifestyles,
values, and economic conditions. His interactions reveal how geography
influences community identity and social dynamics.

For instance, Jenkins'’ time in Appalachia exposes the economic hardships and
cultural pride prevalent in the region, while his experiences in the
Southwest introduce readers to the blend of Native American and Hispanic
influences. These regional vignettes contribute to a broader understanding of
American culture beyond the often homogenized narratives prevalent in
mainstream media.

Reflections on the American Dream

Throughout his walk, Jenkins grapples with the concept of the American Dream,
observing how it manifests differently across the country. Some communities
embody hope and resilience, while others reveal disillusionment and struggle.
Jenkins’ encounters suggest that the dream is neither monolithic nor
universally attainable but is instead a complex, evolving ideal shaped by
individual and collective circumstances.

Impact and Legacy of "A Walk Across America"

Since its publication, Peter Jenkins’ book has influenced both readers and
aspiring travelers. It stands as a testament to the power of slow travel and
human connection in fostering understanding and empathy.

Influence on Travel Literature and Adventure Culture

Jenkins’ work helped popularize the concept of walking as a legitimate and
enriching form of travel. Unlike motorized journeys that often prioritize
destinations, his walk emphasized the process and the people encountered
along the way. This perspective has inspired countless adventurers to
undertake similar long-distance walks, pilgrimages, and explorations.

Moreover, the book’s honest portrayal of America during a turbulent era

provides a valuable historical document for scholars and enthusiasts
interested in 20th-century social history.

Critiques and Limitations

While widely praised, a walk across america peter jenkins has attracted some
critique. Some readers note that Jenkins’ narrative occasionally lacks



critical distance, with his optimism sometimes overshadowing harsher
realities. Others argue that certain regional portrayals rely on stereotypes,
though these instances are generally balanced by Jenkins’ efforts to nuance
his observations.

Additionally, the book’s focus on personal experience means that broader
systemic issues are often hinted at rather than deeply analyzed, limiting its
utility as a comprehensive sociopolitical study.

Exploring Themes and Takeaways

Jenkins’ journey is rich with themes that resonate beyond the specifics of
his walk.

e Human Connection: The book underscores the importance of interpersonal
relationships as a means of bridging cultural and societal divides.

* Resilience and Adaptability: Jenkins’ ability to navigate various
environments demonstrates the human capacity to adapt and persevere.

* Reflection and Self-Discovery: The physical journey parallels an
internal exploration, inviting readers to consider their own paths and
perspectives.

These themes contribute to the book’s enduring relevance, making it more than
a simple travel narrative.

Relevance in Contemporary Times

In an age dominated by rapid travel and digital communication, Jenkins’ slow
and deliberate approach offers a counterpoint that encourages mindfulness and
presence. His experiences remind modern readers of the value found in
stepping outside one’s comfort zone and engaging authentically with the
world.

Furthermore, as America continues to evolve, revisiting Jenkins’ observations
provides a lens through which to assess ongoing social and cultural shifts,
highlighting both progress and persisting challenges.

Peter Jenkins’ a walk across america remains a compelling testament to the
power of journeying on foot—not just across physical landscapes but through
the complex terrain of society and self. Its blend of travelogue, social



commentary, and personal memoir continues to inspire readers who seek to
understand America beyond maps and statistics. Whether approached as
literature, history, or inspiration, Jenkins’ work offers a nuanced and
thoughtful exploration of a nation in motion.

A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins

a walk across america peter jenkins: A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins, 1982 This book
chronicles the author's journey with his dog from New York to the Gulf of Mexico.

a walk across america peter jenkins: A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins, 1979-01-01 A
young New Englander celebrates a rarely seen and almost forgotten America as he recalls the
people he met and the situations he experienced during a journey in search of his country and
himself

a walk across america peter jenkins: A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins, 1981-04 Reading
Jenkins' book is the next best thing to having actually walked along beside him. Associated Press
With his own feelings echoing the disillusionment of his whole generation, Peter Jenkins set out with
his dog Cooper to walk across America and find out what his country was really about. Along the
way, Jenkins' faith and pride in his country -- and himself -- were tested and ultimately restored.
Yours will be too as you read his amazing story.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Walk Across America Peter Jenkins, 1980

a walk across america peter jenkins: Walk West Peter Jenkins, 1981-12-01 Continues the
Jenkins' odyssey across America and celebration of its land and its people, as they wander through
the bayous of Louisiana, across the Rockies, to the edge of the Pacific Ocean

a walk across america peter jenkins: Looking for Alaska Peter Jenkins, 2001-11-16 His
resulting portrait is a rare and unforgettable depiction of a dangerous and beautiful land and all the
people who call it home.--BOOK JACKET.

a walk across america peter jenkins: A Walk Across America Peter Jenkins, National
Geographic Society (U.S.), 1979 From New Orleans newlyweds Peter and Barbara set out on a
two-and-one-half year walk through Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, and to the Oregon
coast.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Walk Across America Jenkins, Alan, Peter Jenkins,
1982-08-12 Jenkins walked from New York state to New Orleans, searching for himself and his
country.

a walk across america peter jenkins: The Walk West: A Walk Across America 2 Peter Jenkins,
1983

a walk across america peter jenkins: 100 More Great Books Bonnie A. Helms, 1991 A
companion title to 150 Great Books, this acclaimed sequel reviews classic and contemporary works.
Each title contains a plot summary, three evaluation tools (a 20-question quiz, 5 short-answer
questions, and a chellenge essay question), answers and suggested responses, glossary of literary
terms, and bibliographical entries. The 100 titles are grouped in seven categories: Adventure and
Survival (such as Run Silent, Run Deep, Lord of the Flies, and A Walk Across America) The Maturing
Self (such as The Stranger, Carrie, and Homecoming) History in Fiction (such as The Sun Also Rises,
Gone with the Wind, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court) Science Fiction, Fantasy, and
the Supernatural (such as The Last Unicorn, The Other, and The Martian Chronicles) Social Issues
and Moral Challenge (such as Go Tell It on the Mountain, All the President's Men, and Skindeep)
Success and Achievement (such as The Bell Jar, A Man Called Peter, and Up the Down Staircase)
Reflections of the Family (such as Roots, Cold Sassy Tree, and Giants in the Earth) Note: The
original literary works are not included.



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/a-walk-across-america-peter-jenkins.pdf

a walk across america peter jenkins: A Journey Around Our America Louis G. Mendoza,
2012-09-15 Immigration and the growing Latino population of the United States have become such
contentious issues that it can be hard to have a civil conversation about how Latinoization is
changing the face of America. So in the summer of 2007, Louis Mendoza set out to do just that.
Starting from Santa Cruz, California, he bicycled 8,500 miles around the entire perimeter of the
country, talking to people in large cities and small towns about their experiences either as
immigrants or as residents who have welcomed—or not—Latino immigrants into their communities.
He presented their enlightening, sometimes surprising, firsthand accounts in Conversations Across
Our America: Talking About Immigration and the Latinoization of the United States. Now, in A
Journey Around Our America, Mendoza offers his own account of the visceral, emotional,
intellectual, and spiritual dimensions of traveling the country in search of a deeper, broader
understanding of what it means to be Latino in the United States in the twenty-first century. With a
blend of first- and second-person narratives, blog entries, poetry, and excerpts from conversations
he had along the way, Mendoza presents his own aspirations for and critique of social relations,
political ruminations, personal experiences, and emotional vulnerability alongside the stories of
people from all walks of life, including students, activists, manual laborers, and intellectuals. His
conversations and his experiences as a Latino on the road reveal the multilayered complexity of
Latino life today as no academic study or newspaper report ever could.

a walk across america peter jenkins: So Long as It's Wild Barbara Jenkins, 2023-09-12
From the New York Times bestselling coauthor of The Walk West comes Barbara Jenkins's
long-awaited tale of her walk across America, an adventure that once captured the national media
spotlight. From the untold narrative of her impoverished hillbilly upbringing, to the crushing
aftermath of her walk toward newfound courage and strength, So Long as It's Wild is her story. As a
child growing up in the wild beauty of the Ozarks, Barbara often spent her days exploring outside
and daydreaming of faraway places to escape the realities of poverty. She longed to trade her
homemade clothes and outdoor toilet for spectacular adventures around the world. That chance
came in the form of a young wild-eyed, long-haired “viking” man named Peter. After an exciting
courtship and a wedding on a dime, the young couple departed on foot from New Orleans on July 5,
1976, heading toward the Pacific Coast. News of the couple’s expedition spread like wildfire, landing
them on the cover of National Geographic Magazine and countless other publications. Soon after
beginning their nearly three-year journey, Barbara realized the funny, adventure-seeking,
charismatic man she married was not the loving partner she thought. Despite this realization, she
continued the difficult journey, and whether she faced aggressive renegades, a life-threatening fall
from Engineer Pass, or a devastating heartbreak that caused her to feel lost and alone, Jenkins
pushed through it all with grit and determination. Despite the newfound fame and the bestsellers
she coauthored, The Walk West and The Road Unseen, Barbara’s side of the story of the infamous
walk that later left her in the shadows. She said of that time, “We appeared on magazine covers,
were guests on radio and television programs and appeared in newspapers everywhere.
International fame and good fortune followed until it evaporated into a trail of heartbreak, a
thousand deaths, and my disappearance.” Now Jenkins is telling the rest of the story, sharing her
perspective on what took place from the bayous of Louisiana to the Pacific Ocean, and beyond. With
lyrical, transportive prose, So Long as It’s Wild: Standing Strong After My Famous Walk Across
America is one woman'’s tale, stepping out from behind the man she had married, to find her voice
and claim her story.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Along the Edge of America Peter Jenkins, 1997 From
America's favorite traveler, the sights, sounds, and people of America's Gulf Coast.

a walk across america peter jenkins: The American Road Trip and American Political
Thought Susan McWilliams Barndt, 2020-07-06 Americans love road trips. They love to go on road
trips. They love to read about road trips. They love to watch road trip stories unfold on television and
film. Road trip stories are a consistent feature of the American landscape, a central part of American
mythology, and an important piece of the American dream. In The American Road Trip and American



Political Thought, Susan McWilliams argues that the American fascination with road trip stories is
about more than mere escapism or wanderlust. She shows, in walking through stories like On the
Road and The Grapes of Wrath, that American road trip stories are a key expression of American
political thought. They are not just stories of personal journeys. They are stories of the American
nation. McWilliams Barndt shows how Americans have long used road trip stories to raise and
explore central questions about American politics in theory and practice. They talk about freedom
and equality and diversity and take those vaunted American ideals for a test drive. American road
trip stories are where the rubber meets the road in American political thought. The American Road
Trip and American Political Thought includes explorations of a wide variety of American authors,
from Walt Whitman and Henry David Thoreau to Erika Lopez and Cheryl Strayed, from Mark Twain
and John Steinbeck to Solomon Northup and Hunter S. Thompson. It covers topics including gender,
labor, place, race, and technology in American political life. This is a book that will change the way
you think about the great American road trip and the great American story.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Malacca Reminiscences Andrew Loh, 2015-12-19
Malacca Reminiscences My Story is a memoir of a resident of Malacca in the five decades after
independence in 1957 of Malaysia from Britain. Most books on Malacca hark back to the fifteenth
century and the era of Parameswara founding the Sultanate of Malacca, but very little on the
modern events that have shaped Malacca to become very different from the sleepy hollow that it
was. The book captures the spirit of such a modern and vitalized city that has gained world heritage
status. While many tourists from overseas and other parts of Malaysia visit Malacca for a few days or
a week, they walk the streets of the town without understanding the layers of history that are hidden
under these streets. While describing the streets, the bridges, the foods and eateries, the antiques
shops, and the nooks and corners of the town, I have woven bits and pieces of my experiences as a
resident of the town, born and bred since the 1950s. It is not a memoir per se but a tapestry of the
story of Malacca stitched with anecdotes of personalities and ordinary folk of the town in the last
fifty years. A Malacca street like Heeren Street has many secrets to unfold, and every house or
building along this famous street has a worthy story to tell. It would be impossible to dig into the
details of every house, but the mansions of the rich and famous towkays will be told. In short, this
book of about 150 pages will paint Malacca in colors that are different from the average travel book
from Lonely Planet or Fordor, which are compendiums about cities but do not touch the heart of the
matter. I have been influenced by the travel writings of Peter Jenkins and Bill Bryson, whose travel
books breathe life into the places they write about. I invite you to view Malacca through the
panorama that I have personally tried to portray about my city, Malacca. I have interspersed cameos
of notable citizens of the city who have contributed to its development. Interesting snippets about
my family and myself have been inserted in relevant chapters of the book. I have added some tables
of statistics about people and places culled from my daily visits to the Internet. You will get an
insight into how a new Malacca has arisen over the ancient town of the days of the Portuguese, the
Dutch, and the British. The new commercial heart of the town, Melaka Raya, and the adjoining malls
of Dataran Pahlawan and Mahkota Parade are just a stones throw from the A Famosa Gateway. You
will get an account of the stalled Gateway Island project, said to cost 40 billion ringgit, a small
version of Dubais dazzling reclaimed island development. Napoleon is said to have derided Britain as
a nation of shopkeepers. I will describe Malacca today as a city of hotels. This is not an
overstatement, and my book will show you why.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Jung and the Bible Wayne Rollins, 2013-09-01 Out of
the life and thought of a noted psychologist, Carl Jung, comes a captivating approach to reading and
interpreting the Bible. The book opens with the question, Why is it that the images, characters, and
stories of Scripture have the power to catalyze the imagination of the human psyche, not only among
religious people, but also among artists, moviemakers, playwrights, and songwriters, some of whom
are disenchanted with church, clergy, and established religion? The answer to the question begins
with Jung's statement that the Bible is an utterance of the soul. Jung sees the Bible as a treasury of
the soul (psyche), that is, the testimony of our spiritual ancestors proclaiming in history and law,



prophecy and psalm, gospel and epistle, genealogy and apocalypse, their experience of the holy, and
drawing us and others through us into that experience. The Bible is no stranger to Carl Jung. No
document is cited by Jung more often, and no cast of characters from any tradition is summoned to
the stage of Jung's discourse with greater regularity than are the Adams and Abrahams, the
Melchizedeks and Moseses, the Peters and Pauls of Judaeo-Christian Scripture--185 biblical figures
in all. Beyond that, the realities and experiences that concern Jung most are also those that occupy
prime attention in the writings of biblical authors: a sense of soul, of personal destiny and call; an
openness to the wisdom of dreams, revelations, and visions; the power of symbols and archetypal
images; the riddle of evil within God's world; and above all, the sense of God--the numinous, the
Holy, at the center of things.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Alabama Off the Beaten Path® Gay N. Martin, Jackie
Sheckler Finch, 2019-05 Tired of the same old tourist traps? Whether you're a visitor or a local
looking for something different, Alabama Off the Beaten Path shows you the Yellowhammer State
with new perspectives on timeless destinations and introduces you to cultural attractions you never
knew existed.

a walk across america peter jenkins: Wanderlust Rebecca Solnit, 2001-06-01 A passionate,
thought-provoking exploration of walking as a political and cultural activity, from the author of
Orwell's Roses Drawing together many histories--of anatomical evolution and city design, of
treadmills and labyrinths, of walking clubs and sexual mores--Rebecca Solnit creates a fascinating
portrait of the range of possibilities presented by walking. Arguing that the history of walking
includes walking for pleasure as well as for political, aesthetic, and social meaning, Solnit focuses on
the walkers whose everyday and extreme acts have shaped our culture, from philosophers to poets
to mountaineers. She profiles some of the most significant walkers in history and fiction--from
Wordsworth to Gary Snyder, from Jane Austen's Elizabeth Bennet to Andre Breton's Nadja--finding a
profound relationship between walking and thinking and walking and culture. Solnit argues for the
necessity of preserving the time and space in which to walk in our ever more car-dependent and
accelerated world.

a walk across america peter jenkins: The Changing Blue Ridge Mountains Brent Martin,
2019-06-17 Explore this section of the Appalachians in these essays examining its history, its
wilderness, and what change means for its future. In the eighteenth century, naturalist and artist
William Bartram traveled in the Blue Ridge Mountains and spent time documenting both plant life
and the customs of the Middle Town Cherokees. Since that time, men and women like Bartram have
journeyed through Western North Carolina’s wildest and most remote places and written about their
experiences. The essays in this volume compare the present day to those historical journeys and
explore the idea of wilderness and what change means for the future of the people and the species
who live in the mountains. Join local writer and guide Brent Martin on a journey through this
incredible landscape. “With unflinching candor, Brent Martin celebrates the heartbreaking beauty of
Appalachia. He wrings out every sensory and emotional detail in these passionate, probing essays
that explore the wild within. These aren’t lyrical paeans to nature; they are gritty, gutsy journeys
into the rugged, remote landscapes of the human heart. Immersed in mountain tradition, culture,
and community, he wanders deep and alone into the wild to find what remains. Martin’s powerful,
masterful writing shines with real, hard-earned hope.” —Will Harlan, author of the New York Times
bestseller Untamed: The Wildest Woman in America “If you love the Southern Appalachians and
Wendell Berry and Annie Dillard and Gary Snyder, read this beautifully written and deeply
thought-provoking book.” —Charles Frazier, author of the New York Times bestseller Cold Mountain
“A thoughtful and thought-provoking collection of essays from one of Appalachia’s staunchest
proponents of wilderness and one of its most devoted writers. Brent Martin is a preeminent
naturalist and a scholar of the history of his place. This book is deeply personal, highly instructive,
far-reaching.” —Janisse Ray, author of Ecology of a Cracker Childhood “A loving a troubling portrait
of the southern Appalachians—the rich history and complexity of ecosystems alongside the damage
we’ve wrought on them.” —Catherine Reid, author of Falling into Place: An Intimate Geography of



Home

a walk across america peter jenkins: Out-Of-The-Way Places John Reynolds, Wade Swink,
2008-12 Two retired Army buddies take to the back roads in a small camper for a 7000-mile road
trip through the north-central United States and three Canadian provinces. Along the way they take
time to look at polar bears, get to know some fascinating people, explore what they think they have
learned about life so far, and re-imagine what their lives could be like in the years ahead..
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