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A Short History of the French Revolution Jeremy D Popkin: Exploring a Definitive Account

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin offers a compelling and accessible
window into one of the most transformative periods in modern history. Jeremy D. Popkin, a
renowned historian specializing in eighteenth-century France, has crafted a narrative that not only
recounts the major events of the French Revolution but also delves into the social, political, and
cultural currents that shaped this era. For anyone interested in understanding the Revolution
beyond dates and battles, Popkin’s approach provides clarity and depth, making a complex subject
more understandable and engaging.

Understanding the Context: Why Popkin’s Account
Matters

The French Revolution is often depicted through dramatic images of guillotines, storming of the
Bastille, and radical political upheaval. However, these snapshots can miss the nuanced causes and
effects that Popkin highlights in his works. His short history stands out because it balances scholarly
rigor with readability, presenting both the causes and consequences in a way that resonates with
readers today.

Popkin’s treatment goes beyond the traditional narrative by placing emphasis on the everyday lives
of ordinary people, the shifting political ideologies, and the international impact of the Revolution.
This approach helps readers grasp why the Revolution was not just a French event but a pivotal
moment that influenced global ideas about liberty, equality, and governance.

Key Themes in Jeremy D. Popkin’s Short History of the
French Revolution

The Roots of Revolution

Popkin carefully traces the roots of the Revolution, starting with the socio-economic inequalities
plaguing the Ancien Régime. He explains how the rigid class structures, combined with financial
crises and Enlightenment ideas, set the stage for revolutionary change. The discontent among the
Third Estate—the common people—emerges as a central theme, illustrating how frustration with
privilege and taxation fueled demands for reform.



The Role of Enlightenment Thought

One of Popkin’s strengths is his ability to link philosophical ideas to historical events. He shows how
Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau and Voltaire inspired revolutionaries to challenge
monarchy and aristocracy. Their emphasis on reason, individual rights, and popular sovereignty
provided the intellectual foundation for revolutionary ideals.

The Course of the Revolution

Popkin’s narrative covers key moments such as the calling of the Estates-General in 1789, the Tennis
Court Oath, the storming of the Bastille, and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.
Each event is explained with attention to both the political maneuvering and the popular enthusiasm
or anxiety that accompanied it. His account also addresses the more turbulent phases, including the
Reign of Terror and the rise of Napoleon, showing how initial ideals were tested and sometimes
compromised.

Popkin’s Approach to the French Revolution: Accessible
and Engaging

Unlike dense academic tomes that can overwhelm readers new to the subject, Jeremy D. Popkin’s
short history is celebrated for its clarity and engaging style. He writes with a conversational tone
that invites readers into the complexities of revolutionary France without oversimplifying. This
makes his work ideal for students, history enthusiasts, and anyone curious about how revolutions
reshape societies.

Use of Primary Sources and Narratives

Popkin integrates eyewitness accounts, letters, and contemporary writings to bring the period to life.
These primary sources provide personal perspectives that humanize the Revolution’s broader
political and social upheavals. Readers gain insight into how individuals from various walks of life
experienced the rapid changes around them.

Balancing Political and Social History

While many histories focus heavily on political developments, Popkin’s work balances this with social
history. He discusses how ordinary citizens—peasants, urban workers, women, and even
clergy—were affected by and contributed to the revolutionary process. This holistic approach
enriches our understanding of the Revolution’s complexity.



Why Choose Jeremy D. Popkin’s Short History for
Learning About the French Revolution?

Concise Yet Comprehensive

Popkin manages to condense a decade of intense and complicated history into a readable format
without losing essential details. His short history is an excellent starting point for readers who want
a thorough overview without wading through multiple volumes.

Contextualizing the Revolution Today

Understanding the French Revolution is crucial for grasping the roots of many modern political
ideas and systems. Popkin’s analysis helps readers see how the Revolution’s debates about
citizenship, rights, and government continue to influence contemporary discussions worldwide.

Recommendations for Further Reading

For those intrigued by Popkin’s short history and eager to explore more, it’s beneficial to look into
additional works on the French Revolution that complement his perspective:

e “Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution” by Simon Schama - for a narrative-rich,
detailed account

e “The Old Regime and the French Revolution” by Alexis de Tocqueville - for insights into the
causes of the Revolution

e “The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction” by William Doyle - for a concise primer

These readings, alongside Popkin’s accessible account, provide a well-rounded understanding of this
pivotal historical event.

Insights Gained from Popkin’s Short History of the
French Revolution

One of the valuable takeaways from Popkin’s work is the recognition that revolutions are messy,
multifaceted, and rarely follow a straight path. The French Revolution, as Popkin demonstrates, was
shaped by competing interests, unexpected consequences, and shifting alliances. It challenges
readers to think critically about how ideals like liberty and equality are pursued and what sacrifices



they may entail.

Additionally, Popkin’s focus on the human stories behind the headlines reminds us that history is not
just about kings and armies but about the lived experiences of people striving for change. This
perspective encourages empathy and a deeper appreciation for the complexities of historical
transformation.

Jeremy D. Popkin’s short history of the French Revolution serves as an invaluable resource for
anyone seeking to understand one of the most influential revolutions in world history in a nuanced,
engaging, and accessible way. Through his detailed yet approachable narrative, readers can
appreciate the enduring legacy of the Revolution and the lessons it offers for today’s world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Jeremy D. Popkin's ‘A Short History
of the French Revolution'?

The book provides a concise and accessible overview of the French Revolution, highlighting its
causes, major events, and consequences.

How does Popkin's book differ from other histories of the
French Revolution?

Popkin's work is known for its brevity and clarity, making complex historical events understandable
for general readers and students without oversimplifying the subject.

Does 'A Short History of the French Revolution' cover the
social and political impacts of the revolution?

Yes, the book explores both the social upheavals and political changes that occurred during the
French Revolution and their lasting effects on France and the world.

Is Jeremy D. Popkin's book suitable for beginners interested in
the French Revolution?

Absolutely. The book is designed to introduce readers new to the topic, providing a clear narrative
and contextual background.

What time period does 'A Short History of the French
Revolution' cover?

The book primarily covers the period from the late 18th century leading up to the revolution in 1789
through the rise and fall of revolutionary governments in the early 1790s.



Are there any updated editions of Popkin's ‘A Short History of
the French Revolution'?

Yes, the book has been updated in multiple editions to incorporate recent scholarship and
perspectives on the French Revolution.

What themes are emphasized in Jeremy D. Popkin's account of
the French Revolution?

The book emphasizes themes such as political struggle, social change, the role of ideology, and the
complexities of revolutionary violence and reform.

Additional Resources
A Short History of the French Revolution Jeremy D Popkin: An Analytical Review

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin stands as a pivotal work for anyone
seeking a concise yet insightful overview of one of the most transformative periods in European
history. Jeremy D. Popkin, a noted historian specializing in the French Revolution, crafts a narrative
that is both accessible and academically rigorous, bridging the gap between scholarly research and
general readership. This article delves into the key elements of Popkin’s approach, the historical
context he presents, and how his work fits within the broader historiography of the French
Revolution.

Understanding Popkin’s Approach to the French
Revolution

Jeremy D. Popkin’s "A Short History of the French Revolution" is distinguished by its clarity and
balanced perspective. Unlike more exhaustive tomes that may overwhelm readers with details,
Popkin’s concise format emphasizes the essential events and ideas that shaped the revolution from
1789 to 1799. His work is often praised for avoiding ideological bias, instead presenting a nuanced
account that reflects the complexities of revolutionary France.

One of the key features of Popkin's narrative is his ability to contextualize the revolution within the
social, political, and economic conditions of late 18th-century France. He examines the structural
inequalities of the Ancien Régime, exploring how the rigid estates system and fiscal crises
precipitated a widespread demand for change. This approach helps readers understand the
revolution not merely as a sequence of dramatic events but as a profound social upheaval rooted in
systemic injustice.

Historical Context and Key Events

The French Revolution began in 1789 amidst mounting fiscal deficits and social unrest. Popkin
outlines the initial stages with a focus on the Estates-General convening, the formation of the



National Assembly, and the dramatic Tennis Court Oath. These events symbolize the shift from
absolute monarchy to a more participatory form of governance, though, as Popkin illustrates, this
transformation was far from linear or universally accepted.

Popkin meticulously traces the revolution through pivotal moments such as the storming of the
Bastille, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, and the Reign of Terror. His
treatment of the radical phase under Robespierre and the Jacobins is neither glorified nor vilified;
rather, it is presented as a complex response to internal and external threats facing revolutionary
France. This balanced portrayal allows readers to appreciate the revolution’s ideals alongside its
brutal realities.

Thematic Insights in Popkin’s Narrative

Beyond chronology, Popkin emphasizes several thematic elements that offer deeper insight into the
revolution’s significance. Among these themes, the struggle for popular sovereignty and the role of
political ideology stand out.

Popular Sovereignty and Political Participation

Popkin highlights how the French Revolution redefined notions of political legitimacy. The concept
of popular sovereignty — the idea that political power derives from the people rather than divine
right — emerges as a revolutionary doctrine with lasting implications. He discusses how this shift
inspired the creation of new political institutions and the enfranchisement of broader segments of
society, though often limited and contested.

This focus on political participation also sheds light on the diverse actors involved in the revolution,
from aristocrats seeking reform to radical sans-culottes demanding social justice. Popkin’s analysis
underscores the multiplicity of voices and conflicting interests that drove the revolutionary process,
challenging simplistic narratives of a unified popular uprising.

Ideological Conflicts and Revolutionary Violence

Another critical theme in Popkin’s work is the tension between revolutionary ideals and the violence
that accompanied their pursuit. The French Revolution is notorious for the Reign of Terror, during
which thousands were executed in the name of protecting the revolution. Popkin delves into the
ideological justifications for such measures, including the perceived necessity of defending liberty
against internal enemies.

He further explores how revolutionary violence was both a symptom and a cause of political
instability. The debates over the limits of state power, the rights of individuals, and the use of terror
remain central to understanding the revolution’s legacy. By framing these issues within their
historical context, Popkin encourages readers to grapple with the moral ambiguities that define
revolutionary change.



Comparative Perspectives and Scholarly Contributions

Jeremy D. Popkin’s "A Short History of the French Revolution" occupies a unique place in the
landscape of French Revolutionary historiography. Compared to comprehensive multi-volume
histories by authors like Georges Lefebvre or Simon Schama, Popkin’s work is deliberately succinct,
making it ideal for students and readers seeking an introduction without sacrificing analytical depth.

Popkin’s scholarship benefits from decades of research and teaching, which is reflected in his clear
prose and careful sourcing. His emphasis on social history and the experiences of ordinary people
complements political and military narratives common in other accounts. This holistic perspective

aligns with modern historiographical trends that seek to understand revolutions as social processes
rather than solely political events.

Strengths and Limitations

The strengths of Popkin’s short history lie in its readability, balanced tone, and thematic richness.
Readers gain a solid grasp of the revolution’s causes, developments, and consequences without
wading through excessive detail. His integration of social, political, and ideological analysis provides
a comprehensive framework that respects the complexity of the subject.
However, the brevity of the work inevitably means some topics receive less attention. For instance,
certain regional variations and lesser-known revolutionary figures may be underrepresented.
Additionally, while Popkin acknowledges the revolution’s global impact, his focus remains
predominantly on France, which may limit understanding of the revolution’s international
ramifications.
e Pros:
o Concise and accessible narrative
o Balanced and neutral tone

o Integration of social and political history

o Useful for students and general readers

e Cons:

Lacks exhaustive detail on certain events

[¢]

o

Limited exploration of international influences

[¢]

Some complexities simplified for brevity



Popkin’s Contribution to Modern Understanding of the
French Revolution

Popkin’s "A Short History of the French Revolution" serves as a crucial gateway for readers to
engage with one of history’s most significant upheavals. His scholarly yet approachable style
encourages critical thinking about revolutionary causes and effects, illustrating how historical
narratives are shaped by interpretation.

By dissecting the interplay between social forces, political ideologies, and individual actions, Popkin
enriches our comprehension of how revolutions unfold and why they matter. His work reminds us
that understanding history requires both attention to detail and appreciation for broader patterns —
an approach that continues to influence both academic discourse and popular understanding of the
French Revolution.

A Short History Of The French Revolution Jeremy D Popkin

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A Short History of the French
Revolution Jeremy D. Popkin, 2024-01-30 A Short History of the French Revolution is an up-to-date
survey of the French Revolution and Napoleonic era that introduces readers to the origins and
events of this turbulent period in French history, and historians’ interpretations of these events. The
book covers all aspects of the Revolution, including the political, social, and cultural origins of the
Revolution, and its causes, events, and aftermath. It provides readers with a full, and yet concise,
overview of the Revolution that helps them easily understand the key elements of the subject. Fully
updated and revised, this new edition allows students to engage with the most current work on the
subject with increased attention given to women’s role in the Revolution, full coverage of the
struggles over race and slavery, a new emphasis on the populist element in revolutionary politics,
and an expanded discussion of the historiography of the era. Supported by learning objectives,
critical thinking questions, and suggestions for further reading, this is the perfect introduction to the
French Revolution for students of French and European History in the late eighteenth century.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A New World Begins Jeremy
Popkin, 2019-12-10 From an award-winning historian, a “vivid” (Wall Street Journal) account of the
revolution that created the modern world The French Revolution’s principles of liberty and equality
still shape our ideas of a just society—even if, after more than two hundred years, their meaning is
more contested than ever before. In A New World Begins, Jeremy D. Popkin offers a riveting account
of the revolution that puts the reader in the thick of the debates and the violence that led to the
overthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of a new society. We meet Mirabeau, Robespierre,
and Danton, in all their brilliance and vengefulness; we witness the failed escape and execution of
Louis XVI; we see women demanding equal rights and Black slaves wresting freedom from
revolutionaries who hesitated to act on their own principles; and we follow the rise of Napoleon out
of the ashes of the Reign of Terror. Based on decades of scholarship, A New World Begins will stand
as the definitive treatment of the French Revolution.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A Short History of the French



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-191/a-short-history-of-the-french-revolution-jeremy-d-popkin.pdf

Revolution (Subscription) Jeremy D. Popkin, 2016-07-01 This book attempts to introduce students
to the major events that make up the story of the French Revolution and to the different ways in
which historians have interpreted them. It covers the relationship between France and the United
States.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A History of Modern France
Jeremy D. Popkin, 2020-02-14 A History of Modern France offers a framework to understand modern
French history through a survey of the dramatic events that have punctuated its history from the
eighteenth century to the present day. Covering events such as the French Revolution, the two
World Wars and the more recent election of Emmanuel Macron and the yellow vest movement, the
book takes a balanced approach to the competing interpretations of modern France inspired by its
history. This edition has been thoroughly updated to incorporate the most recent scholarship on
topics including French imperial history and the empire’s postcolonial legacy, the history of women
and gender, and the French experience of World War I. A new section extends the narrative into
mid-2019, and additional emphasis has been given to the role of historical memory in the making of
French identity. Taking a chronological approach, the book is approachable for students and
provides a clear and understandable picture of the history of modern France. Supported by further
reading that has been updated to include the most recent publications, the book is the ideal
introduction to the history of modern France for students of this fascinating country.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A Short History of the French
Revolution (Subscription) Jeremy D. Popkin, 2016-07-01 This book attempts to introduce students
to the major events that make up the story of the French Revolution and to the different ways in
which historians have interpreted them. It covers the relationship between France and the United
States.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Outlines and Highlights for
Short History of the French Revolution, a by Jeremy D Popkin, Isbn Cram101 Textbook
Reviews, 2009-09 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts,
persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with optional
online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9780205693573 .

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: The History of France W. Scott
Haine Ph.D., 2019-05-24 Few nations have such a long and rich history as France. This indispensible
volume covers political, economic, and cultural milestones throughout its long and fascinating
history. From Gothic cathedrals to rap and hip-hop, France is at the intersection of the worlds of
Northern Europe and the Mediterranean, and it continues to renew the democratic model of politics.
Having weathered the storms of the first half of the 20th century, France has helped to curb the
recent global march of right-wing nationalism, while economically France ranks among the U.S.,
China, Japan, Germany, and Great Britain as one of the most powerful economies in the world. The
History of France is up-to-date and concise yet comprehensive, offering a readers a current,
narrative history of France. Engagingly written for students and general readers alike, it brings to
life the compelling history of this fractious and fascinating country. Chronological chapters examine
the history of France through the first year and a half of Emmanuel Macron's presidency. A timeline
and appendix of Significant Individuals round out the work.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Press, Revolution, and Social
Identities in France, 1830-1835 Jeremy D. Popkin, 2002 In this innovative study of the press during
the French Revolutionary crisis of the early 1830s, Jeremy Popkin shows that newspapers played a
crucial role in defining a new repertoire of identities--for workers, women, and members of the
middle classes--that redefined Europe's public sphere. Nowhere was this process more visible than
in Lyon, the great manufacturing center where the aftershocks of the July Revolution of 1830 were
strongest. In July 1830 Lyon's population had rallied around its liberal newspaper and opposed the
conservative Restoration government. In less than two years, however, Lyon's press and its public



opinion, like those of the country as a whole, had become irrevocably fragmented. Popkin shows how
the structure of the journalistic field in liberal society multiplied political conflicts and produced new
tensions between the domains of politics and culture. New periodicals appeared claiming to speak
for workers, for women, and for the local interests of Lyon. The public was becoming inherently
plural with the emergence of new imagined communities that would dominate French public life well
into the twentieth century. Jeremy Popkin is well known for his earlier studies of journalism during
the eighteenth century and the French Revolution. In Press, Revolution, and Social Identities in
France, he not only moves forward in time but also offers a new model for a cultural history of
journalism and its relationship to literature.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Nationalism in Europe and
America , 2011 Nationalism in Europe and America

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: The Modernization of the
Western World John McGrath, Kathleen Callanan Martin, 2017-11-06 The Modernization of the
Western World presents an overview of the history of Western civilization and provides readers with
the intellectual tools they need to comprehend how societies function and change. Covering Western
history from ancient history to the current era of globalization, it draws on the tradition of historical
sociology to describe the forces of social change and what they have meant to the lives of the people
caught in the midst of them. This second edition is revised throughout to bring the content up to
date with recent developments and discusses key themes such as terrorism, refugees, the European
Union and multinational corporations. It also includes a new chapter on the Ancient World, covering
this era from the advent of urbanization and agriculture in the Middle East to the fall of Rome and
emergence of Christianity, providing valuable historical context. Clear and concise, this book
succinctly illustrates the essential turning points in the history of Western society and identifies the
economic, social, political and cultural forces that are transforming the wider world to this day.
[llustrated with maps and images and containing a glossary and new boxed features explaining key
concepts, this is the perfect introductory book for students of the development of Western
civilization.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Balzac, Literary Sociologist
Allan H. Pasco, 2016-10-04 Melding the fields of literature, sociology, and history, this book develops
analyses of the ten novels in Balzac's Scenes de la vie de province. Following the order of the novels
projected in La Comédie humaine, Allan H. Pasco investigates how Balzac used art as a tool of social
inquiry to obtain startlingly accurate insights into the relationships that defined his turbulent
society. His repeated claim to be an historian of manners was more than an empty boast. Though
Balzac was first and foremost a great novelist, he was also a trailblazing sociologist, joining Henri de
Saint-Simon and the subsequent Auguste Comte in considering the relationships that represent
society as an interacting, interlocking web. Using a methodology that combines close analysis with a
broad cultural context, Pasco demonstrates that Balzac's sociological vision was extraordinarily
pertinent to both his and our days.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Revolutionary Europe Gavin
Murray-Miller, 2020-02-06 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title 2021 Revolutionary Europe is an
original examination of radical political movements during Europe's long 19th century. It employs
both national and transnational contexts, incorporating new debates in Atlantic history, empire
studies and cultural history to give a comprehensive narrative of the period from 1775 to 1922.
Rather than assessing revolution as a purely theoretical, socially-driven force or a structural
phenomenon, the book presents revolution as a process of community building and cultural
identification born from instances of acute social and political crisis. Taking into account various
moments of political upheaval during the 19th century, including the French, Russian and 1848
revolutions, it explores the ways in which political actors attempted to construct new definitions of
sovereignty and social unity in a period characterized by vast social, economic and governmental
change. In a wide-ranging text that covers Britain and much of continental Europe in detail, as well
as reaching out to the Americas and Atlantic and Mediterranean Worlds, Gavin Murray-Miller



provides an authoritative transnational study of revolution in the 19th-century age of high
nationalism.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A Concise History of Modern
Europe David S. Mason, 2022-06-29 Highlighting the key events, ideas, and individuals that shaped
modern Europe, this lively book provides a concise history of the continent from the Enlightenment
to the present day. Drawing on the enduring theme of revolution, David S. Mason explores the
political, economic, and scientific causes and consequences of revolution; the development of human
rights and democracy; and issues of European identity and integration. He deliberately avoids a
detailed chronology of every country and time period, instead emphasizing the most crucial events in
shaping contemporary Europe. Fourteen focused chapters address such topical issues as the
Enlightenment; the French Revolution and Napoleon; the Industrial Revolution; the theories and
impact of Marx and Darwin; the revolutions of 1848, 1917, and 1989; the unifications of Germany
and Italy; European imperialism; the two world wars; the Cold War; the evolution and expansion of
the European Union; and current issues confronting Europe. Any reader who wants to view the
broad sweep of European history will find this book an engaging narrative, supplemented with maps,
timelines, sidebars, photos, and a glossary.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: The French Revolution: A
History in Documents Micah Alpaugh, 2021-01-14 The French Revolution: A History in Documents
explores the rapidly evolving political culture of the French Revolution through first-hand accounts
of the revolutionary (and counterrevolutionary) actors themselves. It demonstrates how radical
Enlightenment philosophy fused with a governmental crisis to create a moment of new political
possibilities unlike any the world had previously seen. In so doing, the French and their allies
generated a template for revolutionary possibility from which virtually all subsequent political
movements - liberalism, abolitionism, socialism, anarchism, conservatism, feminism and human
rights included - derived inspiration. As well as providing an invaluable general introduction, vital
contextual notes and thematic bibliographies, Micah Alpaugh selects a fascinating range of pieces,
drawing on Parisian, provincial, colonial, and even international voices. From Enlightened dissent to
apologias for terror, from declarations of human rights to accounts of slave rebellions, from
passionate arguments for democratization to the authoritarian pronouncements of Napoleonic rule,
this book presents the French Revolution's evolution in all its awesome complexity. In addition to
classic texts, Alpaugh includes many lesser-known sources, a number of which are translated into
English here for the first time. This unique collection of 13 visual sources and over 90 documents,
incorporating perspectives from across class, gender, race and nationality, provides you with
insights into the fervent debates, pronouncements and proposals that spawned modern politics.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Rousseau, Burke, and
Revolution in France, 1791 Jennifer ]J. Popiel, Mark C. Carnes, 2022-07-01 Rousseau, Burke, and
Revolution in France, 1791 plunges students into the intellectual and political currents that surged
through revolutionary Paris in the summer of 1791. As members of the National Assembly gather to
craft a constitution for a new France, students wrestle with the threat of foreign invasion, political
and religious power struggles, and questions of liberty and citizenship.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: From Above and Below Craig
Livingston, 2013-06-01 2014 Best International Book Award, Mormon History Association For the
first century of their church’s existence, Mormon observers of international events studied and
cheered global revolutions as a religious exercise. As believers in divine-human co-agency, many
prominent Mormons saw global revolutions as providential precursors to the imminent
establishment of the terrestrial kingdom of God. French Revolutionary symbolism, socialist critiques
of industrialism, American Indian nationalism, and Wilsonian internationalism all became the raw
materials of Mormon millennial theologies which were sometimes barely distinguishable from
secular utopianism. Many Mormon thinkers accepted secular revolutionary arguments that the old
world order needed to be destroyed, not merely reformed, to clear the way for the new. In From
Above and Below, author Craig Livingston tells the story of Mormon commentary on global




revolutions from the European revolutions of 1848 to the collapse of Mormon faith in progress in the
1930s when revolutionary communist and fascist regimes exposed themselves as violent and
repressive. As the Church bureaucratized and assimilated to mainstream American and capitalist
values, Mormons became champions of the conservative view of political and social development for
which they are known today. The first Mormon converts in Mexico and France, both political
radicals, would scarcely recognize the arch-conservative twenty-first century Church.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Anarchism, Revolution, and
Terrorism Nicholas Croce, 2014-07-15 This title is an indispensable resource for those who are
interested in the ways that small ideological groups can and have overthrown governments to
further their political agendas. Spanning history, this resource looks at some of the most famous
revolutionary groups, their beliefs, and the ways in which they achieved their goals. From national
revolutions to the 9/11 terrorist attacks, this book shows how revolutionaries have changed the
world, for both good and evil.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Democracy Naomi Zack, 2023
Democracy refers to both ideal and real forms of government. The concept of democracy means that
those governed -- the demos -- have a say in government. But different conceptions of democracy
have left many out. Here, Naomi Zack takes us through key conceptions of democracy, from ancient
Athens to the modern world.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: A Multi-Paradigmatic
Approach to Understanding History Kavous Ardalan, 2022-12-08 This book explores the field of
history through a multi-paradigmatic approach. For this purpose, it begins with a discussion of four
most diverse worldviews or paradigms (namely, functionalist, interpretive, radical humanist, and
radical structuralist), before moving on to consider four aspects of the field of history
(historiography, grand narrative, progress, and time) from the viewpoints of the four most diverse
worldviews or paradigms. Next, the book looks at three historical events (the French Revolution, the
American Civil War, and the Iranian Revolution) from the viewpoints of the four most diverse
worldviews or paradigms. It concludes by recommending paradigm diversity, as an understanding of
different paradigms leads to a more comprehensive and a more balanced understanding of the
multi-faceted nature of the subject matter.

a short history of the french revolution jeremy d popkin: Advances in Democracy
Heather M. Campbell Senior Editor, Geography and History, 2011-01-15 Beginning with the
Industrial Revolution, Europe was seized by the spirit of political and social innovation and reform
that has continued into the 21st century. The general atmosphere of the continent, reflected in the
Romantic, Realist, and Modernist movements that swept through its nations, reflected a growing
cognizance of previously neglected social realities that demanded action. This engaging volume
chronicles Europes transformations from the late 18th century through the present and examines
the European response to both prosperity and war.
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