what language do jews speak

What Language Do Jews Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Tapestry of Jewish Communities

what language do jews speak is a question that might seem straightforward at first glance but
quickly unfolds into a fascinating exploration of history, culture, and diversity. Jewish people around
the world have used a variety of languages throughout centuries, shaped by migration, religious
practices, and interaction with host countries. From ancient tongues to modern dialects, the
languages associated with Jewish communities reveal much about their rich heritage and
adaptability.

The Historical Roots of Jewish Languages

To understand what language Jews speak, it’s essential to look back at the origins of the Jewish
people and their linguistic journey. Historically, Hebrew is the oldest and most significant language
linked to Judaism. It’s the language of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and was once the everyday spoken
language of ancient Israelites.

However, over the centuries, as Jews dispersed across different regions (a process known as the
Diaspora), they adopted and adapted various local languages while maintaining Hebrew primarily as
a liturgical and scholarly language. This blending of languages created unique Jewish dialects and
tongues that served both cultural and religious functions.

Hebrew: The Sacred and Revived Language

Hebrew holds a central place in Jewish identity. Traditionally, it has been the language of prayer,
religious texts, and scholarly discourse. For about two millennia, Hebrew was mostly a written
language, preserved through sacred texts and religious study rather than daily conversation.

The revival of Hebrew as a spoken language is one of the most remarkable linguistic phenomena in
modern history. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jewish communities in Palestine began
efforts to revive Hebrew as a living language, which eventually became the official language of the
State of Israel in 1948. Today, Modern Hebrew is spoken by millions of Israelis and serves as a
unifying language for Jews worldwide.

Yiddish: The Language of Ashkenazi Jews

Another prominent language historically associated with Jews is Yiddish. Originating in the
Ashkenazi communities of Central and Eastern Europe, Yiddish evolved from medieval German,
incorporating Hebrew, Aramaic, Slavic, and Romance elements. It was the vernacular of millions of
Jews in Eastern Europe before the Holocaust.

Yiddish carries a rich cultural legacy, including literature, theater, and music. Even today, many



Haredi (ultra-Orthodox) Jewish communities continue to speak Yiddish as their first language,
preserving traditions and religious study in this vibrant tongue.

Ladino: The Sephardic Jewish Language

For Sephardic Jews—descendants of those expelled from Spain in 1492—Ladino is the traditional
language. Also known as Judeo-Spanish, Ladino blends Old Spanish with Hebrew, Turkish, Greek,
and other languages from the regions where Sephardic Jews settled, such as the Ottoman Empire.

Though less commonly spoken today, Ladino remains an important cultural marker for Sephardic
communities, with ongoing efforts to preserve and revive its use through music, literature, and
educational programs.

Languages Spoken by Jewish Communities Worldwide

Jewish people today are spread across many countries and continents, and as a result, they speak a
wide array of languages beyond Hebrew, Yiddish, and Ladino.

Judeo-Arabic and Other Regional Jewish Languages

In Middle Eastern and North African Jewish communities, Judeo-Arabic was historically common.
This language is a blend of Arabic dialects written in Hebrew script, often infused with Hebrew
religious terms. Similarly, other Jewish communities developed unique linguistic blends, such as
Judeo-Persian, Judeo-Italian, and Judeo-Malayalam, each reflecting local influences intertwined with
Jewish heritage.

Modern Languages in Jewish Diaspora

In contemporary times, Jews speak the languages of the countries where they reside, including
English, Russian, French, Spanish, and many others. For example, large Jewish populations in the
United States primarily speak English, while communities in France speak French. This linguistic
assimilation coexists with varying degrees of connection to traditional Jewish languages and
Hebrew.

How Language Shapes Jewish Identity and Culture

Language is more than just communication; it’s a vessel of identity, history, and community. For
Jews, the languages they speak—whether Hebrew, Yiddish, Ladino, or the tongues of their host
countries—carry deep cultural significance.



Religious Practice and Hebrew

Hebrew remains the cornerstone of Jewish religious life. The Torah, prayers, and many religious
texts are in Hebrew, making knowledge of the language essential for religious study and worship.
Even in secular contexts, Hebrew often symbolizes Jewish unity and continuity.

Cultural Expression Through Yiddish and Ladino

Languages like Yiddish and Ladino have been central to Jewish cultural expression, from storytelling
and theater to music and humor. They connect speakers to centuries of shared experience and
traditions, often evoking nostalgia and a sense of belonging.

Maintaining Language in a Globalized World

In today’s globalized society, maintaining traditional Jewish languages can be challenging. However,
communities worldwide actively promote language preservation through educational programs,
cultural festivals, and media. For example, universities offer courses in Yiddish and Ladino, and
organizations produce films, podcasts, and literature in these languages.

Understanding the Diversity Behind the Question: What
Language Do Jews Speak?

When someone asks, “what language do Jews speak,” the answer depends heavily on context. Jewish
identity encompasses a vast and intricate linguistic landscape shaped by history, geography,
religion, and culture. The languages Jews speak range from ancient tongues revived in modern times
to regional dialects that carry centuries of tradition.

For those interested in Jewish culture or history, exploring these languages opens doors to
understanding the resilience and diversity of Jewish communities worldwide. Whether through the
chants of Hebrew prayers, the witty prose of Yiddish literature, or the melodic tunes of Ladino
songs, Jewish languages offer a unique window into a people’s enduring spirit.

In essence, Jews speak many languages—each telling a story of survival, adaptation, and identity.

Recognizing this linguistic mosaic enriches our appreciation of Jewish heritage and the global
community’s cultural tapestry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What language do Jews primarily speak today?

Today, Jews primarily speak the languages of the countries they live in, such as English, Hebrew,



Russian, French, and Spanish, among others.

Is Hebrew the original language of the Jewish people?

Yes, Hebrew is the ancient language of the Jewish people and the language of the Jewish Bible
(Tanakh).

Do all Jews speak Hebrew?

No, not all Jews speak Hebrew fluently, but many learn it for religious, cultural, or national reasons,
especially those in Israel.

What is Yiddish and do Jews speak it?

Yiddish is a historical language of Ashkenazi Jews that combines German with Hebrew and Slavic
elements. Some Jewish communities still speak Yiddish today.

What is Ladino and its significance among Jews?

Ladino is a Judeo-Spanish language historically spoken by Sephardic Jews, preserving medieval
Spanish with Hebrew and other influences.

Are there other Jewish languages besides Hebrew, Yiddish,
and Ladino?

Yes, other Jewish languages include Judeo-Arabic, Judeo-Persian, and various dialects influenced by
local languages where Jewish communities lived.

Why is Hebrew important in Jewish culture and religion?

Hebrew is important because it is the language of Jewish religious texts, prayers, and is central to
Jewish identity and heritage.

Additional Resources
**What Language Do Jews Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of Jewish Linguistic Heritage**

what language do jews speak is a question that carries layers of historical, cultural, and religious
significance. Unlike many ethnic or religious groups that might be associated with a single language,
the Jewish people have a rich tapestry of languages shaped by centuries of diaspora, migration, and
cultural exchange. Understanding the languages spoken by Jews involves delving into both ancient
tongues and modern vernaculars, reflecting a dynamic interplay between identity, tradition, and
adaptation.



The Historical Linguistic Landscape of Jewish
Communities

Jewish linguistic history is deeply intertwined with migration and diaspora. From ancient times, Jews
have lived in diverse regions, resulting in a multiplicity of languages connected to their geographic
and cultural contexts. Historically, the Jewish people did not speak one single language but rather a
variety of languages influenced by the cultures surrounding them.

Hebrew: The Lingua Sacra and National Language

Hebrew occupies a central place in the discussion about what language Jews speak. It is the original
Semitic language of the Jewish people, dating back thousands of years and serving as the vehicle for
the Hebrew Bible. For centuries, Hebrew was primarily a liturgical and scholarly language rather
than a spoken vernacular.

- *Ancient Hebrew** was the everyday language of the Israelites during biblical times.
- Following the Babylonian exile and dispersion, Hebrew usage diminished as a spoken language but
remained vital in religious contexts.

The revival of Hebrew as a spoken language in the 19th and 20th centuries, spearheaded by figures
like Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, transformed it into a living, modern language. Today, Hebrew is the official
language of the State of Israel and spoken by millions as their native tongue.

Aramaic: The Lingua Franca of Jewish Antiquity

Aramaic played a crucial role in Jewish history, especially during the Second Temple period and
beyond. Many Jewish texts, including significant parts of the Talmud, are written in Aramaic. This
language served as a common medium between Jews and other peoples in the Near East after the
Babylonian exile.

While Aramaic is no longer widely spoken among Jews today, it remains a liturgical language in
some communities and is studied for religious scholarship.

Languages of the Jewish Diaspora

The Jewish diaspora, spanning continents and centuries, gave rise to several vernacular languages
and dialects that Jewish communities developed to navigate their environments while preserving
identity.

Yiddish: The Ashkenazi Jewish Language



Perhaps the most well-known Jewish vernacular language is Yiddish, historically spoken by
Ashkenazi Jews of Central and Eastern Europe. Yiddish is a High German-derived language written
in the Hebrew alphabet, enriched with Hebrew, Aramaic, Slavic, and Romance language elements.
- It flourished as the primary language of millions of Jews before World War II.

- Yiddish is notable for its expressive vocabulary and cultural richness, particularly in literature,
theater, and humor.

Today, Yiddish persists in some ultra-Orthodox communities and among those interested in
preserving Ashkenazi heritage.

Ladino (Judeo-Spanish): The Sephardic Jewish Vernacular

Ladino, or Judeo-Spanish, emerged among Sephardic Jews who were expelled from Spain in 1492. It
is a Romance language closely related to Old Spanish, mixed with Hebrew, Turkish, Greek, and
other languages from the Ottoman Empire regions where Sephardic Jews settled.

Ladino functioned as the daily language for many Sephardic Jews and remains a cultural treasure,
though it is classified as endangered due to declining numbers of native speakers.

Other Jewish Languages Around the World

Jewish linguistic diversity extends beyond Hebrew, Yiddish, and Ladino. Various Jewish communities
have developed unique languages or dialects reflecting local influences:

e Judeo-Arabic: Spoken by Jews in Arab countries, combining Arabic with Hebrew and Aramaic
elements.

¢ Judeo-Persian: A Persian dialect with Hebrew script, used by Persian Jews.

e Karaim: A Turkic language used by the Karaite Jewish community.

¢ Juhuri: The language of Mountain Jews, blending Persian and Hebrew influences.

Modern Usage and the Question of Jewish Languages
Today

In contemporary times, the question of what language Jews speak is nuanced by factors such as
geography, religious practice, and cultural identity.



Hebrew as a Unifying Language in Israel

Modern Hebrew is the primary language in Israel, spoken by Jews from diverse backgrounds. Its
revival is one of the most remarkable linguistic phenomena of the past century. Hebrew unites
Jewish immigrants from different countries, each bringing their own mother tongues, into a shared
national and cultural identity.

The Role of English and Other Global Languages

Outside Israel, many Jewish communities primarily speak the dominant language of their country,
such as English in the United States, French in France, or Russian in parts of the former Soviet
Union. In these contexts, Jewish languages like Yiddish or Ladino might be maintained within
religious or cultural circles but are often secondary.

Religious and Cultural Significance of Jewish Languages

Languages such as Hebrew and Aramaic retain a sacred status in Jewish religious life. Prayer books,
Torah study, and liturgical texts are traditionally in Hebrew and Aramaic, preserving these
languages' relevance across generations.

Similarly, Yiddish and Ladino serve as cultural symbols, connecting contemporary Jews with their
ancestral histories through music, literature, and oral tradition.

Implications for Identity and Language Preservation

The multiplicity of languages spoken by Jews highlights the complexity of Jewish identity. Language
serves both as a marker of communal belonging and a bridge between tradition and modernity.

Preserving Jewish languages like Yiddish and Ladino faces challenges due to assimilation,

globalization, and demographic shifts. However, revitalization efforts through academic programs,
cultural festivals, and media continue to foster interest and transmission.

Pros and Cons of Language Diversity in Jewish Communities

e Pros: Rich cultural heritage, linguistic diversity fosters resilience and adaptability,
strengthens community bonds.

e Cons: Risk of language loss, challenges in intergenerational transmission, potential language
barriers between subgroups.



Exploring what language do Jews speak reveals a vibrant linguistic mosaic shaped by history,
religion, and migration. The interplay between ancient sacred languages and modern vernaculars
illustrates the enduring connection between language and Jewish identity, evolving yet deeply
rooted in tradition.

What Language Do Jews Speak

what language do jews speak: Languages in Jewish Communities, Past and Present
Benjamin Hary, Sarah Bunin Benor, 2018-11-05 This book offers sociological and structural
descriptions of language varieties used in over 2 dozen Jewish communities around the world, along
with synthesizing and theoretical chapters. Language descriptions focus on historical development,
contemporary use, regional and social variation, structural features, and Hebrew/Aramaic
loanwords. The book covers commonly researched language varieties, like Yiddish, Judeo-Spanish,
and Judeo-Arabic, as well as less commonly researched ones, like Judeo-Tat, Jewish Swedish, and
Hebraized Amharic in Israel today.

what language do jews speak: Handbook of Jewish Languages , 2017-10-17 This Handbook of
Jewish Languages is an introduction to the many languages used by Jews throughout history,
including Yiddish, Judezmo (Ladino) , and Jewish varieties of Amharic, Arabic, Aramaic, Berber,
English, French, Georgian, Greek, Hungarian, Iranian, Italian, Latin American Spanish, Malayalam,
Occitan (Provencal), Portuguese, Russian, Swedish, Syriac, Turkic (Karaim and Krymchak), Turkish,
and more. Chapters include historical and linguistic descriptions of each language, an overview of
primary and secondary literature, and comprehensive bibliographies to aid further research. Many
chapters also contain sample texts and images. This book is an unparalleled resource for anyone
interested in Jewish languages, and will also be very useful for historical linguists, dialectologists,
and scholars and students of minority or endangered languages. This paperback edition has been
updated to include dozens of additional bibliographic references.

what language do jews speak: Jewish Languages from A to Z Aaron D. Rubin, Lily Kahn,
2020-09-13 Jewish Languages from A to Z provides an engaging and enjoyable overview of the rich
variety of languages spoken and written by Jews over the past three thousand years. The book
covers more than 50 different languages and language varieties. These include not only well-known
Jewish languages like Hebrew, Yiddish, and Ladino, but also more exotic languages like Chinese,
Esperanto, Malayalam, and Zulu, all of which have a fascinating Jewish story to be told. Each
chapter presents the special features of the language variety in question, a discussion of the history
of the associated Jewish community, and some examples of literature and other texts produced in it.
The book thus takes readers on a stimulating voyage around the Jewish world, from ancient
Babylonia to 21st-century New York, via such diverse locations as Tajikistan, South Africa, and the
Caribbean. The chapters are accompanied by numerous full-colour photographs of the literary
treasures produced by Jewish language-speaking communities, from ancient stone inscriptions to
medieval illuminated manuscripts to contemporary novels and newspapers. This comprehensive
survey of Jewish languages is designed to be accessible to all readers with an interest in languages
or history, regardless of their background—no prior knowledge of linguistics or Jewish history is
assumed.

what language do jews speak: Languages of Modern Jewish Cultures Anita Norich, Joshua
L Miller, 2016-04-06 A fascinating discussion of Jewish multiculturalism through the range of Jewish
lingualisms, cultures, and history

what language do jews speak: The Jews of Poland Edouard de Pomiane, 1985

what language do jews speak: Readings in the Sociology of Jewish Languages Joshua A.
Fishman, 2023-08-28


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/what-language-do-jews-speak.pdf

what language do jews speak: The Adventure of the Peculiar Protocols Nicholas Meyer,
2025-09-23 With the international bestseller The Seven-Per-Cent Solution, Nicholas Meyer brought
to light a previously unpublished case of Sherlock Holmes, as recorded by Dr. John H. Watson. Now
Meyer returns with a shocking discovery—an unknown case drawn from a recently unearthed
Watson journal. January 1905: Holmes and Watson are summoned by Holmes' brother Mycroft to
undertake a clandestine investigation. An agent of the British Secret Service has been found floating
in the Thames, carrying a manuscript smuggled into England at the cost of her life. The pages
purport to be the minutes of a meeting of a secret group intent on nothing less than taking over the
world. Based on real events, the adventure takes the famed duo—in the company of a bewitching
woman—aboard the Orient Express from Paris into the heart of Tsarist Russia, where Holmes and
Watson attempt to trace the origins of this explosive document. On their heels are desperate men of
unknown allegiance, determined to prevent them from achieving their task. And what they uncover
is a conspiracy so vast as to challenge Sherlock Holmes as never before.

what language do jews speak: The Posen Library of Jewish Culture and Civilization, Volume 8
Todd M. Endelman, Zvi Gitelman, Deborah Dash Moore, 2020-04-07 The eighth volume in a
landmark series, this anthology of Jewish culture and civilization encompasses the period between
the world wars An anthology of Jewish culture between the world wars, the editors' selections
convey the variety, breadth, and depth of Jewish creativity in those tempestuous decades.
Despite--or perhaps because of--external threats, Jews fought vigorously over religion, politics,
migration, and their own relation to the state and to one another. The texts, translated from many
languages, span a wide range of politics, culture, literature, and art. This collection examines what
was simultaneously a tense and innovative period in modern Jewish history.

what language do jews speak: Mazel Tov J. S. Margot, 2021-02-23 A heartwarming, funny and
provocative memoir of a woman navigating clashing cultures during her decades-long friendship
with an Orthodox Jewish family, new in paperback When 20-year-old student J. S. Margot took a
tutoring job in 1987, little did she know it would open up an entire world. In the family's Orthodox
Jewish household she would encounter endless rules - 'never come on a Friday, never shake hands
with a man' - and quirks she had not seen before: tiny tubes on the doorposts, separate fridges for
meat and dairy products. Her initial response was puzzlement and occasionally anger, but as she
taught the children and fiercely debated with the family, she also began to learn from them. Full of
funny misunderstandings and unexpected connections, Mazel Tov is a heartwarming, provocative
and disarmingly honest memoir of clashing cultures and unusual friendships - and of how, where
adults build walls, sometimes only children can dissolve them.

what language do jews speak: Edinburgh Companion to Modern Jewish Fiction David
Brauner, 2015-06-07 This book provides a critical overviews of the main writers and key themes of
Anglophone Jewish fiction; highlighting the rich diversity of the field, identifying key themes,
analysing the main trends in Anglophone Jewish fiction and situating them in a historical context.

what language do jews speak: Diaspora Nationalism and Jewish Identity in Habsburg Galicia
Joshua Shanes, 2012-08-06 Explains the construction of the Jewish nation in Galicia, the process by
which traditional Jews modernized and the variety of identities they adopted.

what language do jews speak: A Family Haggadah I, 2nd Edition Shoshana Silberman,
2014-01-01 With just the right blend of text and commentary, the popular A Family Haggadah, with
new full-color art, is the haggadah of choice for families with young children to use at their Passover
seders. Hebrew prayers and songs include English translations and transliterations.

what language do jews speak: A Taytsh Manifesto Saul Noam Zaritt, 2024-10-01 A Taytsh
Manifesto calls for a translational paradigm for Yiddish studies and for the study of modern Jewish
culture. Saul Noam Zaritt calls for a shift in vocabulary, from Yiddish to taytsh, in order to promote
reading strategies that account for the ways texts named as Jewish move between languages and
cultures. Yiddish, a moniker that became dominant only in the early twentieth century, means
“Jewish” and thus marks the language with a single identity: of and for a Jewish collective. In
contrast, this book calls attention to an earlier and, at one time, more common name for the




language: taytsh, which initially means “German.” By using the term taytsh, speakers indicated that
they were indeed speaking a Germanic language, a language that was not entirely their own. In
time, when the word shifted to a verb, taytshn, it came to mean the act of translation. To write or
speak in Yiddish is thus to render into taytsh and inhabit the gap between languages. A Taytsh
Manifesto highlights the cultural porousness that inheres in taytsh and deploys the term as a
paradigm that can be applied to a host of modern Jewish cultural formations. The book reads three
corpora in modern Yiddish culture through the lens of translation: Yiddish pulp fiction, also known
as shund (trash); the genre of the Yiddish monologue as authored by Sholem Aleichem and other
prominent Yiddish writers; and the persistence of Yiddish as a language of vulgarity in contemporary
U.S. culture. Together these examples help revise current histories of Yiddish while demonstrating
the need for new vocabularies to account for the multidirectionality of Jewish culture. A Taytsh
Manifesto develops a model for identifying, in Yiddish and beyond, how cultures intertwine, how
they become implicated in world systems and empire, and how they might escape such limiting and
oppressive structures.

what language do jews speak: Jewish and Non-Jewish Creators of "Jewish" Languages
Paul Wexler, 2006 The present volume brings together 34 articles that were published between
1964 and 2003 on Judaized forms of Arabic, Chinese, German, Greek, Persian, Portuguese, Slavic
(including Modern Hebrew and Yiddish, two Slavic languages relexified to Hebrew and German,
respectively), Spanish and Semitic Hebrew (including Ladino - the Ibero-Romance relexification of
Biblical Hebrew) and Karaite. The motivations for reissuing these articles are the convenience of
having thematically similar topics appear together in the same venue and the need to update the
interpretations, many of which have radically changed over the years. As explained in a lengthy new
preface and in notes added to the articles themselves, the impetus to create strikingly unique Jewish
ethnolects comes not so much from the creativity of the Jews but rather from non- Jewish converts to
Judaism, in search (often via relexification) of a unique linguistic analogue to their new
ethnoreligious identity. The volume should be of interest to students of relexification, of the
Judaization of non-Jewish languages, and of these specific languages.

what language do jews speak: Portuguese Jews and New Christians in Colonial Brazil,
1500-1822 Alan P. Marcus, 2024-11-15 The diaspora of Portuguese Jews and New Christians,
known as Gente da Nacao (People of the Nation), is considered the largest European diaspora of the
early modern period. Portuguese Jews not only founded the first congregations and synagogues in
Brazil (Recife and Olinda), but when they left Brazil they played an imperative role in establishing
the first Jewish communities in Suriname, throughout the Caribbean, and in North America.
Portuguese Jews and New Christians and their descendants were deeply involved in the colonial
enterprise in Brazil. They were among the New World’s first sugarcane-industry experts, skilled
laborers, merchants, rabbis, calligraphists, playwrights, poets, writers, pharmacists, medical
doctors, real estate brokers, and geographers—a fact that remains largely unknown in most public
and academic spheres. Drawing on nearly twenty thousand digitized dossiers of the Portuguese
Inquisition, this volume offers a comprehensive, critical overview informed by both relatively
inaccessible secondary sources and a significant body of primary sources.

what language do jews speak: LIVING LANGUAGE LEONARD R. N. ASHLEY, 2014-07-01
LIVING LANGUAGE is 25 essays on many aspects of a big subject. It is authoritative, by the
long-time president of The American Society of Geolinguistics (ASG). ASG was founded in 1965 by
Mario A. Pei for the study of language in action in the modern world as it affects culture, commerce,
politics, personal and national identity, and indeed the whole macrosociolinguistic picture. ASG
publishes the journal Geolinguistics and holds an annual international conference and it publishes
the proceedings of participants from Europe, Asia, Australia, Central America, US, UK, etc. From
those and other sources along with some brand new materials here is a variety of essays, presented
in a familiar style, chiefly on American and British English but also English as the world’s second
language, and more. This book is wide-ranging, wise, witty, opinionated, deeply researched, useful,
& controversial.



what language do jews speak: Passages of Belonging Carola Hilfrich, Natasha Gordinsky,
Susanne Zepp, 2019-04-15 In the wake of the spatial and affective turns in Literary Studies in
general, and the study of Jewish literatures in particular, this volume shifts focus from the extensity
of exile and return to the intensities of sense of place and belonging across a moving landscape of
20th and 20st century literatures, Jewish and other. It brings together contemporary writers and
literary scholars who collectively map these intensities onto a bodily word world in transit and
textures of habitable, readable space as passage. Works by Hélene Cixous, Cécile Wajsbrot, Alex
Epstein, Almog Behar, and Svetlana Boym explore sites made up of layers of passages, taking
configurations of sayability and readability as forms, poetic and political, of inhabiting the material
world. The contributions by literary scholars explore the theoretical potential of a mapping of such
sites in studies of modalities of belonging and unbelonging in modern and contemporary works of
literature. The volume collects a collaborative investigation of the exigencies and potentialities of
sense of place and belonging through literature, Jewish and other. It offers a literary perspective on
current debates in a variety of fields, including literary criticism, human geography, architectural
theory, and translation studies.

what language do jews speak: Coming Out Jewish Jon Stratton, 2003-09-02 Coming Out
Jewish explores the idea of 'Jewishness' as a problem of racial/ethnic identity in the modern and
post-modern world. It is a path-breaking book that firmly places the Jewish experience on the
Cultural Studies agenda.

what language do jews speak: Yiddish Joshua A. Fishman, 1991-01-01 Worldwide interest in
Yiddish has often concentrated on its secular forms of expression: its literature, its theater, its
journalism and its political-party associations. This all-encompassing study, covers these phenomena
as well as investigating the demographic and political mushrooming of Yiddish-speaking
Ultra-Orthodoxy, both in America and in Israel. As the title suggests, this volume attempts to show
that Yiddish is now finally on the path towards recovery. The volume consists of 17 papers grouped
into five sections: Yiddish and Hebrew: Conflict and Symbiosis; Yiddish in America; Corpus Planning:
The ability to change and grow; Status Planning: The Tshernovits Conference of 1908; Stock-taking:
Where are we now? Each section is prefaced by an introduction. In addition there are also five
papers written in Yiddish. The work emphasises an empirical and theoretical approach to the
growing Ultra-Orthodox sector, that until now, has largely been ignored. Fishman's interest in
Yiddish (among other Jewish languages) has previously been difficult to access and it is hoped that
the appearance of this book will go some way toward alleviating this situation. The volume also
includes a statistical appendix bringing together data on Yiddish for the past 100 years from the
Czarist Empire, the USSR, Poland, Israel, the USA, and other parts of the world. This extensive and
enlightening study should be of interest to sociolinguists and all those engaged in efforts on behalf
of small languages everywhere.

what language do jews speak: Decolonial Judaism S. Slabodsky, 2014-07-02 Decolonial
Judaism: Triumphal Failures of Barbaric Thinking explores the relationship among geopolitics,
religion, and social theory. It argues that during the postcolonial and post-Holocaust era, Jewish
thinkers in different parts of the world were influenced by Global South thought and mobilized this
rich set of intellectual resources to confront the assimilation of normative Judaism by various
incipient neo-colonial powers. By tracing the historical and conceptual lineage of this overlooked
conversation, this book explores not only its epistemological opportunities, but also the internal
contradictions that led to its ultimate unraveling, especially in the post-9/11 world.
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