
washingtons crossing
Washingtons Crossing: A Historic Journey Through Time and Nature

washingtons crossing is more than just a name on a map; it represents a pivotal moment in
American history and a place where the past and present beautifully intertwine. Nestled along the
Delaware River, Washingtons Crossing is famously known as the site where General George
Washington led his troops across the icy river on the night of December 25-26, 1776, during the
Revolutionary War. This daring and strategic maneuver marked a turning point in the fight for
American independence and continues to captivate history enthusiasts, nature lovers, and visitors
from around the world.

The Historical Significance of Washingtons Crossing

Washingtons Crossing is etched into the collective memory of the United States as a symbol of
courage, resilience, and tactical brilliance. In the depths of winter, with morale low and the future
uncertain, Washington’s crossing was a bold gamble that led to a surprise attack on Hessian forces
in Trenton, New Jersey. This victory revitalized the revolutionary cause and is commemorated
annually with reenactments and educational programs that bring the story to life.

The Strategic Importance of the Crossing

The crossing itself was no small feat. The Delaware River was frozen and treacherous, and the
operation required meticulous planning and execution. Washington’s leadership in orchestrating this
daring move demonstrated his ability to inspire and mobilize his troops under challenging
conditions. Understanding the geography of the area, including the natural riverbanks and ice flows,
was crucial to the success of the mission.

Preserving History: Washington Crossing Historic Park

Today, Washingtons Crossing is preserved as a historic park spanning both Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. The park offers visitors a chance to walk in the footsteps of the Continental Army, explore a
reconstructed colonial village, and visit museums filled with artifacts from the Revolutionary War
era. It serves as a living classroom, providing insight into 18th-century military strategies, colonial
life, and the broader context of America’s struggle for independence.

Exploring Washingtons Crossing Today

Whether you’re a history buff or simply looking for a scenic retreat, Washingtons Crossing offers a
variety of experiences that connect you with both nature and history.



Outdoor Activities and Scenic Beauty

The area around Washingtons Crossing boasts picturesque landscapes along the Delaware River,
making it an ideal spot for hiking, birdwatching, and photography. Trails meander through
woodlands and alongside riverbanks, offering peaceful vistas that change with the seasons. Kayaking
and canoeing on the Delaware River are popular in warmer months, allowing visitors to appreciate
the crossing from the water, just as Washington’s troops once did.

Educational Programs and Events

Throughout the year, Washington Crossing Historic Park hosts reenactments of the famous crossing,
educational workshops, and guided tours. The annual Christmas Day reenactment is particularly
popular, attracting thousands who come to witness the dramatic river crossing and learn about the
historical context. These events provide immersive learning experiences for families, school groups,
and history enthusiasts alike.

Understanding the Surrounding Region

Washingtons Crossing is not just a historical landmark but also part of a vibrant community with rich
cultural and natural offerings.

The Delaware River Valley

The Delaware River Valley surrounding Washingtons Crossing is known for its diverse ecosystems,
including wetlands, forests, and meadows. This natural setting supports a variety of wildlife, making
it a hotspot for environmental education and conservation efforts. Visitors interested in ecology will
find plenty to explore, from native plant species to migratory birds.

Nearby Attractions and Local Culture

The region around Washingtons Crossing features charming towns with colonial architecture, quaint
shops, and local eateries offering traditional American fare. Exploring nearby Princeton or
Philadelphia adds layers to the historical journey, as these cities played significant roles in America’s
founding. The blend of historic sites, cultural experiences, and natural beauty makes the area a well-
rounded destination.

Tips for Visiting Washingtons Crossing

Planning a trip to Washingtons Crossing can be rewarding with a few insider tips to enhance your
experience:



Visit in Early Winter or Spring: To experience the iconic crossing reenactment, plan your
visit around Christmas. Spring offers vibrant natural scenery and fewer crowds.

Wear Comfortable Footwear: Exploring the park involves walking on trails and uneven
terrain, so sturdy shoes are recommended.

Check Event Schedules: The park hosts numerous events throughout the year—checking the
official calendar can help you catch special programs.

Bring a Camera: From historic reenactments to scenic river views, there are plenty of photo
opportunities to capture memories.

Explore Both Sides of the River: Washingtons Crossing Historic Park spans Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, each offering unique perspectives and exhibits.

The Legacy of Washingtons Crossing in American
Culture

Beyond its physical location, Washingtons Crossing holds a special place in the American
imagination. It symbolizes the spirit of determination and the willingness to take bold risks when
faced with adversity. This moment has been immortalized in art, literature, and popular culture,
reminding generations of the sacrifices made for freedom.

Washington’s crossing continues to inspire leadership lessons, military studies, and patriotic
celebrations. It is a testament to the power of strategic thinking and the impact that a single event
can have on the course of history.

Whether you visit to walk the historic paths, enjoy the natural beauty, or reflect on the profound
significance of that winter night, Washingtons Crossing offers a unique blend of education,
inspiration, and tranquility. It remains a place where history lives on, inviting each visitor to connect
with the enduring story of America’s fight for independence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Washington's Crossing?
Washington's Crossing is the site where General George Washington led the Continental Army
across the Delaware River on the night of December 25-26, 1776, during the American
Revolutionary War.



Why is Washington's Crossing historically significant?
Washington's Crossing is significant because the surprise attack following the crossing led to a
crucial victory against Hessian forces in Trenton, boosting American morale during the
Revolutionary War.

Where is Washington's Crossing located?
Washington's Crossing is located on the Delaware River, spanning parts of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey.

Is Washington's Crossing a national park or historic site?
Yes, Washington's Crossing is designated as Washington Crossing Historic Park in Pennsylvania and
Washington Crossing State Park in New Jersey, both preserving the historic area.

When did Washington's Crossing take place?
The crossing took place on the night of December 25-26, 1776.

Can visitors see reenactments of Washington's Crossing?
Yes, annual reenactments of the crossing and the Battle of Trenton are held at Washington's
Crossing Historic Park, attracting visitors and history enthusiasts.

What role did the crossing play in the Battle of Trenton?
The crossing allowed Washington's army to launch a surprise attack on the Hessian forces stationed
in Trenton, resulting in a pivotal American victory.

Are there museums or visitor centers at Washington's
Crossing?
Yes, there are museums and visitor centers at both the Pennsylvania and New Jersey parks that
provide historical exhibits and educational programs about the crossing and the Revolutionary War.

Additional Resources
Washingtons Crossing: A Pivotal Moment in American Revolutionary History

washingtons crossing represents one of the most iconic and strategically significant events during
the American Revolutionary War. This daring maneuver, executed by General George Washington
and his Continental Army on the night of December 25–26, 1776, exemplifies strategic ingenuity and
resilience that ultimately shaped the future of the United States. Today, Washingtons Crossing is not
only a historical site but also a symbol of determination, leadership, and the fight for independence.



The Historical Context of Washingtons Crossing

The winter of 1776 was particularly brutal for the Continental Army. After a series of defeats in New
York and New Jersey, morale was low, and enlistments were set to expire. Washington’s forces were
outnumbered, ill-equipped, and demoralized, facing the powerful British Army and its Hessian
mercenaries. It was in this precarious situation that Washington conceived the idea of crossing the
icy Delaware River, launching a surprise attack on the Hessian garrison stationed in Trenton, New
Jersey.

This crossing was not merely a physical challenge; it was a psychological gamble. The success of the
attack hinged on the element of surprise and the soldiers’ endurance amid harsh weather conditions.
The operation required meticulous planning, coordination, and unwavering courage.

Strategic Importance of the Delaware River Crossing

Washingtons Crossing was a masterstroke of tactical timing. The Delaware River, frozen and
treacherous, served as a natural barrier between the rebel forces and their enemy. By crossing
under the cover of darkness and winter storms, Washington aimed to catch the Hessians off guard,
disrupting their confidence and forcing a shift in momentum.

The crossing enabled a decisive victory at the Battle of Trenton, which reversed a series of American
defeats and reinvigorated the revolutionary cause. This victory demonstrated the importance of bold
leadership and adaptability in warfare, qualities that Washington embodied.

Washingtons Crossing Site and Its Modern-Day
Significance

Today, Washingtons Crossing is preserved as a historic park located on both sides of the Delaware
River—partly in Pennsylvania and partly in New Jersey. The site includes museums, reenactment
events, and educational programs that commemorate the crossing and its impact on the American
Revolution.

Visitors to the Washington Crossing Historic Park can explore the terrain that witnessed this critical
event, including the original ferries used during the crossing, the Thompson-Neely House, and
various monuments dedicated to the soldiers and their commander.

Educational and Cultural Impact

The park serves as a living classroom, offering insights into 18th-century military logistics, colonial
life, and the broader revolutionary struggle. Annual reenactments of the crossing attract thousands,
fostering a deeper public understanding of the complexities involved in this military operation.

Furthermore, the site contributes to regional tourism and historical preservation efforts,



emphasizing the importance of maintaining national heritage landmarks.

Analyzing the Tactical Execution of Washingtons
Crossing

From a military standpoint, Washingtons Crossing exemplifies the effective use of environmental
conditions and surprise tactics in warfare. The crossing was executed in three separate divisions,
each with specific targets and roles in the subsequent Battle of Trenton.

The operation’s success depended on:

Precise timing to coordinate simultaneous attacks.

Use of local knowledge and guides familiar with the Delaware River’s geography.

Maintaining secrecy to prevent British detection.

Overcoming logistical challenges posed by ice floes, freezing temperatures, and limited
resources.

Despite these obstacles, Washington’s leadership ensured that his troops maintained discipline and
focus. This feat contrasts with many Revolutionary War battles where poor communication and
disorganization led to defeat.

Comparative Military Analysis

When compared to other river crossings in military history, Washingtons Crossing stands out for its
high-risk, high-reward nature. Unlike conventional crossings conducted in favorable conditions, this
operation was marked by adverse weather and an urgent strategic imperative.

For instance, Napoleon’s famous crossing of the Alps or the D-Day landings involved large-scale
movements but benefited from extensive preparation and intelligence. Washingtons Crossing, by
contrast, was a smaller-scale but equally pivotal maneuver that leveraged surprise and
environmental adversity to its advantage.

Legacy and Representation in American Culture

Washingtons Crossing has transcended its historical moment to become a potent symbol in
American culture. It is immortalized in Emanuel Leutze’s 1851 painting, "Washington Crossing the
Delaware," which, despite some historical inaccuracies, captures the drama and determination of
the event.



This image and the story it tells are frequently invoked in political discourse, education, and
commemorative events, underscoring themes of perseverance and leadership in the face of
overwhelming odds.

Pros and Cons of Historical Interpretation

While the crossing is celebrated, some historians argue that the event’s mythologization sometimes
oversimplifies the complexity of the Revolutionary War. For example, the emphasis on Washington’s
individual heroism can overshadow the contributions of the soldiers, local militia, and logistical
support that made the crossing possible.

Moreover, the dramatization of the event in popular culture often glosses over the harsh realities
faced by the troops, including extreme cold, hunger, and fatigue.

Pros: Inspires national pride, highlights leadership and strategic brilliance, educates public
about Revolutionary War history.

Cons: Risk of mythologizing and simplifying complex historical realities, potential neglect of
collective efforts, occasional historical inaccuracies.

Washingtons Crossing remains a vital episode in understanding the American Revolution’s dynamic
and multifaceted nature. Its preservation and continued study enable historians and the public alike
to appreciate the strategic risks and human endurance that shaped the nation’s founding.

Washingtons Crossing

  washingtons crossing: Washington's Crossing David Hackett Fischer, 2004-02-12 Six months
after the Declaration of Independence, the American Revolution was all but lost. A powerful British
force had routed the Americans at New York, occupied three colonies, and advanced within sight of
Philadelphia. Yet, as David Hackett Fischer recounts in this riveting history, George
Washington--and many other Americans--refused to let the Revolution die. On Christmas night, as a
howling nor'easter struck the Delaware Valley, he led his men across the river and attacked the
exhausted Hessian garrison at Trenton, killing or capturing nearly a thousand men. A second battle
of Trenton followed within days. The Americans held off a counterattack by Lord Cornwallis's best
troops, then were almost trapped by the British force. Under cover of night, Washington's men stole
behind the enemy and struck them again, defeating a brigade at Princeton. The British were badly
shaken. In twelve weeks of winter fighting, their army suffered severe damage, their hold on New
Jersey was broken, and their strategy was ruined. Fischer's richly textured narrative reveals the
crucial role of contingency in these events. We see how the campaign unfolded in a sequence of
difficult choices by many actors, from generals to civilians, on both sides. While British and German
forces remained rigid and hierarchical, Americans evolved an open and flexible system that was
fundamental to their success. The startling success of Washington and his compatriots not only
saved the faltering American Revolution, but helped to give it new meaning.
  washingtons crossing: Washington's Crossing David Hackett Fischer, 2006-02-01 Six
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months after the Declaration of Independence, the American Revolution was all but lost. Yet, as
David Hackett Fischer recounts in this riveting history, George Washington--and many other
Americans--refused to let the Revolution die. On Christmas night, as a howling nor'easter struck the
Delaware Valley, he led his men across the river and attacked the exhausted Hessian garrison at
Trenton, killing or capturing nearly a thousand men. A second battle of Trenton followed within
days. The Americans held off a counterattack by Lord Cornwallis's best troops, then were almost
trapped by the British force. Under cover of night, Washington's men stole behind the enemy and
struck them again, defeating a brigade at Princeton. The British were badly shaken. In twelve weeks
of winter fighting, their army suffered severe damage, their hold on New Jersey was broken, and
their strategy was ruined.
  washingtons crossing: Brief Itinerary of a Trip from Philadelphia to Washington Crossing
Henry D. Paxson, Washington Crossing Park Commission of Pennsylvania, 1926
  washingtons crossing: Washington Crossing Robert W. Sands Jr. and Patricia E. Millen,
2022 The crossing site is marked by the creation of two historic parks: Washington Crossing State
Park, New Jersey, created in 1912, and Washington Crossing Historic Park, Pennsylvania, created in
1917. Washington Crossing illustrates how these two parks commemorate George Washington's
courage to lead his army across the ice-choked Delaware River on Christmas night 1776 to attack an
isolated garrison of Hessians located at Trenton, which would turn the tide of the American
Revolution. Filled with images from the collections of historian Peter Osborne, the Washington
Crossing Foundation, the Bucks County Historical Society, the Trenton Free Public Library, and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the book includes an exposé of Emanuel Leutze's famous painting
Washington Crossing the Delaware--a world-renowned symbol of freedom--
  washingtons crossing: Washington's Crossing the Delaware and the Winter at Valley
Forge: Through Primary Sources John Micklos, Jr., 2013-01-01 Explores two pivotal winters with
George Washington's army during the American Revolution, including his crossing of the Delaware
River, the battles at Trenton and Princeton, and the winter at Valley Forge--Provided by publisher.
  washingtons crossing: Washington Crossing Patricia E Millen, 2022-04-04 Washington
Crossing is one of America's most revered historic landmarks. The crossing site is marked by the
creation of two historic parks: Washington Crossing State Park, New Jersey, created in 1912, and
Washington Crossing Historic Park, Pennsylvania, created in 1917. Washington Crossing illustrates
how these two parks commemorate George Washington's courage to lead his army across the
ice-choked Delaware River on Christmas night 1776 to attack an isolated garrison of Hessians
located at Trenton, which would turn the tide of the American Revolution. Filled with images from
the collections of historian Peter Osborne, the Washington Crossing Foundation, the Bucks County
Historical Society, the Trenton Free Public Library, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the book
includes an exposé of Emanuel Leutze's famous painting Washington Crossing the Delaware--a
world-renowned symbol of freedom.
  washingtons crossing: The Washington's Crossing Sketch Book Charles Burr Todd, 1914
  washingtons crossing: Brief History of a Trip from Philadelphia to Washington Crossing and
Other Points of Historic Interest in Bucks County, Pennsylvania Washington Crossing Park
Commission of Pennsylvania, 1926
  washingtons crossing: Washington Crossing the Delaware (eBook) Mary Tucker, 2002-03-01
This exciting new series is designed not only to bring history to life for your students, these activities
actually bring history into your classroom! Washington Crossing the Delaware - it's one of the most
famous paintings of the Revolutionary War. But is it accurate? Do your students understand what
was happening in the picture? Do they have any inkling of the pain and effort and courage involved
in that event? Through a variety of creative activities in this book, students will discover the truths
behind the picture - not only what happened that night, but what led up to it and what happened as a
result of it. Poetry, discussion, role play, games and other activities will bring the Revolutionary War
into your classroom! Students will learn that war causes pain and hardship for everyone, even those
at home. They'll put themselves in the place of the soldier - hungry, cold, lonely, underpaid and



afraid.
  washingtons crossing: Brief Itinerary of a Trip from Philadelphia to Washington
Crossing and Other Points of Historic Interest in Bucks County, Pennsylvania Washington
Crossing Park Commission of Pennsylvania, 1926
  washingtons crossing: Washington's Crossing Warren Professor of History David Hackett
Fischer, 2006-02-01
  washingtons crossing: Washington Ron Chernow, 2011-09-27 From the author of Alexander
Hamilton, the New York Times bestselling biography that inspired the musical, comes a gripping
portrait of the first president of the United States. Winner of the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for Biography
“Truly magnificent . . . [a] well-researched, well-written and absolutely definitive biography”
—Andrew Roberts, The Wall Street Journal “Until recently, I’d never believed that there could be
such a thing as a truly gripping biography of George Washington . . . Well, I was wrong. I can’t
recommend it highly enough—as history, as epic, and, not least, as entertainment.” —Hendrik
Hertzberg, The New Yorker Celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait
of the father of our nation and the first president of the United States. With a breadth and depth
matched by no other one volume biography of George Washington, this crisply paced narrative
carries the reader through his adventurous early years, his heroic exploits with the Continental
Army during the Revolutionary War, his presiding over the Constitutional Convention, and his
magnificent performance as America's first president. In this groundbreaking work, based on
massive research, Chernow shatters forever the stereotype of George Washington as a stolid,
unemotional figure and brings to vivid life a dashing, passionate man of fiery opinions and many
moods. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s smash Broadway musical Hamilton has sparked new interest in the
Revolutionary War and the Founding Fathers. In addition to Alexander Hamilton, the production also
features George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Aaron Burr, Lafayette, and many
more.
  washingtons crossing: Washington Crossing Historic Park John Bradley, 2004 A concise
look at the American Revolution in 1776, the year George Washington and his army experienced
numerous defeats, forcing them to retreat from New Jersey to Pennsylvania by December. The
demoralised troops lacked food and clothing, and Washington realised a victory was needed to keep
the revolution alive. On the morning of December 26, he led his troops across the icy Delaware
River, from the site of the historic park, and attacked the unsuspecting Hessians at Trenton. The
victory aroused a new spirit in the army and changed the course of the war.
  washingtons crossing: Almost a Miracle John E. Ferling, 2009 Describes the military history
of the American Revolution and the grim realities of the eight-year conflict while offering
descriptions of the major engagements on land and sea and the decisions that influenced the course
of the war.
  washingtons crossing: James Monroe Tim McGrath, 2021-05-04 The extraordinary life of
James Monroe: soldier, senator, diplomat, and the last Founding Father to hold the presidency, a
man who helped transform thirteen colonies into a vibrant and mighty republic. “A first-rate account
of a remarkable life.”—Jon Meacham • “Fascinating.” —H. W. Brands • “Captivating... Highly
recommended.”—Nathaniel Philbrick • “A luminous portrait of the most underappreciated of our
Founders.”—Joel Richard Paul • “Excellent.”—Library Journal (starred review) Monroe lived a life
defined by revolutions. From the battlefields of the War for Independence, to his ambassadorship in
Paris in the days of the guillotine, to his own role in the creation of Congress's partisan divide, he
was a man who embodied the restless spirit of the age. He was never one to back down from a fight,
whether it be with Alexander Hamilton, with whom he nearly engaged in a duel (prevented,
ironically, by Aaron Burr), or George Washington, his hero turned political opponent. This
magnificent new biography vividly re-creates the epic sweep of Monroe’s life: his near-death
wounding at Trenton and a brutal winter at Valley Forge; his pivotal negotiations with France over
the Louisiana Purchase; his deep, complex friendships with Thomas Jefferson and James Madison;
his valiant leadership when the British ransacked the nation’s capital and burned down the



Executive Mansion; and Monroe’s lifelong struggle to reckon with his own complicity in slavery.
Elected the fifth president of the United States in 1816, this fiercest of partisans sought to bridge
divisions and sow unity, calming turbulent political seas and inheriting Washington's mantle of
placing country above party. Over his two terms, Monroe transformed the nation, strengthening
American power both at home and abroad. Critically acclaimed author Tim McGrath has consulted
an extensive array of primary sources, many rarely seen since Monroe's own time, to conjure up this
fascinating portrait of an essential American statesman and president.
  washingtons crossing: George Washington's Surprise Attack Phillip Thomas Tucker,
2016-08-23 Extensively researched and superbly argued in Tucker’s compelling narrative, this
in-depth examination of George Washington’s ‘military miracle’ at the Battle of Trenton
unquestionably confirms the vital importance of that stunning victory.” —Jerry D. Morelock, PhD,
editor in chief at Armchair General Like many historical events, the American Revolution is
sometimes overlooked, ignored, or minimized by historians because of common shrouding in
romantic myth or interference from stubborn stereotypes. Here historian Phillip Thomas Tucker
provides an in-depth look at the events of the Battle of Trenton, weeding out fiction and legend and
presenting new insights and analysis. Stories from many forgotten individuals of the war, including
officers and soldiers from both sides, bring to life the Continental Army’s desperate circumstances
and shocking victory. Myths that Tucker debunks include the Hessians’ slovenly drunkenness,
Washington acting alone in creating the attack strategy, and Rall’s incompetence as a leader largely
contributing to his troops’ defeat. By exploring the forgotten aspects of one of America’s most
famous battles, revealing Trenton’s story proves to be even more fascinating. In the end, America’s
founding was nothing short of miraculous, and no chapter of America’s story was more miraculous
than Washington’s improbable success at the battle of Trenton, where America’s fate was decided to
almost everyone’s amazement on a dark, snowy morning. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about
World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the
American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the
old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or
a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to
authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  washingtons crossing: Whirlwind John Ferling, 2016-05-10 Written in the authoritative and
narrative-driven style that made his books The Ascent of George Washington and Jefferson and
Hamilton critical and commercial successes, John Ferling's Whirlwind will become the definitive
history of the American Revolution for our time. A master historian and superb teller of history,
Ferling illuminates the years 1763 to 1783--from the end of the French and Indian War that left
England triumphant in North America to the signing of the Treaty of Paris in September 1783 and
the final departure of British troops from New York City in November of that year. Ferling is as
astute at analyzing the causes and politics of the American Revolution as he is skilled at narrating
the battles of the Revolutionary War. With original insight, he chronicles the myriad and complex
events and contentious viewpoints that drove Americans in their insurgency against Great Britain
and sustained them in the seemingly quixotic belief that they could win their independence. He
takes us to the halls of power in Parliament and the streets of London to view the Revolution from all
British perspectives. He presents the individual battles, from Lexington and Concord to Yorktown, in
a fresh and dramatic new light. With a wide scope and penetrating insight, embracing characters
both celebrated and unknown, John Ferling brings the most important event in America's history to a
new generation of American readers.
  washingtons crossing: Washington's Crossing the Delaware and the Winter at Valley
Forge: Through Primary Sources John Micklos, Jr., 2013-01-01 In the winter of 1776, the
Americans looked defeated, but General George Washington did not give up. His troops made a
daring move, crossing the Delaware River and winning two battles. The next winter, Washington's
soldiers were cold and starving at Valley Forge. How could poorly-equipped and untrained men



crush the mighty British? Readers follow author John Micklos, Jr., as he explores two wild winters
with Washington.
  washingtons crossing: George Washington on Coins and Currency Heinz Tschachler,
2020-07-27 George Washington is the most popular subject on coins, medals, tokens, paper money
and postage stamps in America. Attempts to eliminate one-dollar bills from circulation, replacing
them with coins, have been unsuccessful. Americans' reluctance to part with their Georges are
beyond rational considerations but tap into deep-felt emotions. To discard one-dollar bills means
discarding the metaphorical Father of His Country. Alexander Hamilton, the nation's first Secretary
of the Treasury, said that monetary tokens were vehicles of useful impressions. This numismatic
history of George Washington traces the persistence of his image on American currency. These
images are mostly from the late 18th-century. This book also offers a close look at the pictorial
tradition in which these images are rooted.
  washingtons crossing: The Cabinet Lindsay M. Chervinsky, 2020-04-07 The US Constitution
says nothing about a presidential cabinet, yet this institution has grown powerful. Lindsay M.
Chervinsky tells the story of George Washington’s cabinet, an ad hoc panel that responded to
emergencies of the day. It is supposed to be the Senate’s job to advise the president, but the first
cabinet changed that expectation forever.
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