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War Horse Movie Questions and Answers: Exploring the Heart of Steven Spielberg's Masterpiece

war horse movie questions and answers serve as a fantastic gateway for fans and newcomers alike to dive
deeper into the emotional and historical layers of this unforgettable film. Steven Spielberg’s 2011 adaptation
of Michael Morpurgo’s novel captures the bond between a boy and his horse against the backdrop of World
War I. This article unpacks some of the most compelling aspects of the movie through a series of thoughtful
questions and answers, offering insights into its themes, characters, and cinematic techniques.

Understanding the Core Story: War Horse Movie Questions and
Answers

One of the first questions often posed about War Horse is about its narrative structure and central themes.
The story follows Joey, a beautiful horse sold to the cavalry during the war, and his journey through the
chaos of battlefields, as well as the people whose lives he touches. This narrative is not just about the war
itself but about loyalty, courage, and the human-animal connection.

What is the main theme of War Horse?

The primary theme revolves around the bond between humans and animals, particularly the deep
friendship between Albert, a young farm boy, and Joey, his horse. Beyond this, the movie addresses the
horrors of war, the resilience of hope, and the impact of conflict on both people and animals. It’s a story that
highlights compassion amidst destruction.

Who are the key characters in War Horse, and what roles do they play?

The main characters include Albert, Joey, and Topthorn—another horse who becomes Joey’s companion in
the war. Albert represents innocence and determination, while the horses symbolize endurance and the
unspoken connection that transcends human language. Other important characters include Captain Nicholls
and Emilie, who add depth to the wartime narrative, showing different perspectives of war.



Exploring the Cinematic Elements Through War Horse Movie
Questions and Answers

War Horse is not only a moving story but also a remarkable cinematic achievement. Spielberg’s direction,
combined with Janusz Kamiński’s cinematography and John Williams’ haunting score, creates an
immersive experience that captures the emotional weight of the story.

How does Steven Spielberg’s direction influence the storytelling?

Spielberg’s direction is known for its emotional clarity and epic scale, both of which are evident in War
Horse. He masterfully balances intimate moments between Albert and Joey with grand, sweeping battle
scenes. His approach ensures that the war’s brutality is shown without overshadowing the personal stories
at the heart of the film. This blend of spectacle and sentiment is a hallmark of Spielberg’s style.

What role does the music play in War Horse?

John Williams’ score elevates the emotional resonance of the film. The music underlines key
moments—whether it’s the hopeful beginnings on the farm, the tension of battle, or the bittersweet
reunions. The score’s orchestral themes help convey feelings that the characters themselves can’t express,
especially since animals are central to the narrative.

Delving Into Historical Context with War Horse Movie Questions
and Answers

Given that War Horse is set during World War I, many questions arise about its historical accuracy and
representation of the time period. Understanding this context enriches viewers’ appreciation of the film.

Is War Horse historically accurate?

While the movie takes some artistic liberties for dramatic effect, it is generally praised for its faithful
depiction of World War I’s conditions, especially the role of horses in the war. The film highlights how
horses were crucial for transportation, communication, and combat roles, often suffering alongside soldiers.
The trenches, uniforms, and battle tactics reflect extensive research to maintain authenticity.



What does War Horse reveal about the role of animals in World War I?

War Horse sheds light on a lesser-known aspect of the war: the massive involvement of horses and other
animals. Millions of horses were injured or killed during the conflict, and their story is often overshadowed
by human-focused narratives. The film humanizes these animals, showing their bravery and the emotional
ties soldiers had with them, which adds a poignant dimension to the history of warfare.

Character Development and Symbolism in War Horse Movie
Questions and Answers

The depth of character development and symbolism in War Horse invites viewers to interpret the film on
multiple levels, prompting many insightful questions.

How does the relationship between Albert and Joey evolve throughout
the film?

Albert and Joey’s relationship is the emotional backbone of the movie. It begins with mutual trust and
affection on the farm, is severed when Joey is sold to the army, and is tested by the hardships of war.
Despite separation, Albert’s unwavering determination to find Joey symbolizes hope and the enduring
power of love. Their reunion is a cathartic moment that underscores the film’s message about loyalty and
perseverance.

What does Joey symbolize in the movie?

Joey represents innocence caught in the crossfire of war, as well as the resilience of life amid destruction.
As the story unfolds from Joey’s perspective at times, the horse becomes a silent witness to both human
cruelty and kindness. Joey’s journey through different owners and battlefields mirrors the unpredictability
of war and the survival of spirit despite adversity.

Addressing Production and Behind-the-Scenes Queries

Many viewers are curious about how certain elements of War Horse were achieved, from training the
horses to filming the intense battle sequences.



How were the horses trained for the movie?

The horses, especially Joey and Topthorn, were trained by professional animal handlers who specialized in
working with equine actors. The trainers ensured the horses could perform complex actions safely and
consistently, which was essential for scenes involving combat or emotional interactions. The use of multiple
horses to portray the same character helped maintain the horses’ well-being throughout production.

What challenges did the filmmakers face when shooting the battle
scenes?

Filming the battle scenes required meticulous choreography to ensure safety for both actors and animals.
The production used a combination of practical effects, such as pyrotechnics and elaborate set designs,
alongside CGI to create realistic explosions and battlefield chaos. Maintaining historical accuracy while
delivering cinematic intensity was a delicate balance that the filmmakers achieved with great care.

Insights on the Emotional Impact and Legacy of War Horse

War Horse resonates deeply with audiences because of its emotional storytelling and universal themes,
which naturally leads to questions about its impact.

Why does War Horse evoke such strong emotional responses?

The film taps into fundamental human experiences—love, loss, hope, and courage—through the lens of a
unique friendship. By focusing on an animal’s perspective, it invites empathy on a primal level. Spielberg’s
storytelling, combined with powerful performances and evocative visuals, connects viewers emotionally,
making the war’s tragedy and the characters’ perseverance profoundly affecting.

What makes War Horse stand out among other war films?

Unlike many war movies that center primarily on human combatants, War Horse highlights the often-
overlooked role of animals and the innocence disrupted by conflict. Its focus on relationships, rather than
just battles and strategy, offers a fresh perspective. The film’s blend of epic scale and intimate moments
creates a powerful narrative that appeals to a wide range of audiences.

War Horse movie questions and answers open the door to appreciating not just a film, but a poignant story



about friendship, survival, and the enduring spirit of hope amid the darkest times. Whether you’re
intrigued by its historical context, emotional depth, or cinematic craftsmanship, exploring these queries
enriches the viewing experience and fosters a deeper connection to this remarkable tale.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of the movie 'War Horse'?
The movie 'War Horse' follows the story of a young man named Albert and his horse, Joey, as they are
separated during World War I and their journey to reunite amidst the chaos of war.

Who directed the movie 'War Horse'?
The movie 'War Horse' was directed by Steven Spielberg.

What is the significance of the horse, Joey, in the film 'War Horse'?
Joey symbolizes loyalty, courage, and the enduring bond between humans and animals, serving as a
connection between different characters and highlighting the impact of war on all beings.

During which historical event is 'War Horse' set?
'War Horse' is set during World War I.

How does Albert's character develop throughout the movie 'War Horse'?
Albert matures from a young, inexperienced boy into a determined and brave young man, driven by his
love and dedication to Joey, showing growth in resilience and courage.

What themes are explored in the movie 'War Horse'?
The movie explores themes such as friendship, loyalty, the horrors of war, the bond between humans and
animals, and hope amidst adversity.

How is the relationship between Albert and Joey portrayed in 'War
Horse'?
Their relationship is portrayed as deep and emotional, highlighting mutual trust, love, and the strong bond
that motivates Albert to face great challenges to find Joey.



What role do the horses play in the depiction of World War I in 'War
Horse'?
The horses in 'War Horse' represent the often overlooked sacrifices of animals in war, illustrating their role
in transportation, battle, and the emotional connections formed despite the brutality of conflict.

Is 'War Horse' based on a book or an original screenplay?
'War Horse' is based on a 1982 novel of the same name by Michael Morpurgo.

How was the movie 'War Horse' received by critics and audiences?
'War Horse' received generally positive reviews for its emotional storytelling, direction, and
cinematography, and was praised for its heartfelt portrayal of war and the human-animal bond.

Additional Resources
War Horse Movie Questions and Answers: An In-Depth Exploration

war horse movie questions and answers form a crucial part of understanding this emotionally charged and
visually stunning film directed by Steven Spielberg. Adapted from Michael Morpurgo's novel, War Horse
delves into the harrowing experiences of a horse named Joey during World War I, weaving together
themes of loyalty, courage, and the devastating impact of war. For cinephiles, educators, and history
enthusiasts alike, exploring these questions and answers provides a richer appreciation of the film’s
narrative, cinematic techniques, and historical context.

Understanding the Narrative: Key Questions and Their Answers

One of the most frequently asked questions about War Horse concerns the central storyline and its
emotional resonance. The film follows Joey, a spirited horse, and his young owner Albert, whose bond is
tested by the outbreak of World War I. As Joey is sold to the cavalry and sent to the Western Front, the
narrative explores the brutal realities of war not only from a human perspective but uniquely through the
eyes of an animal.

What is the significance of Joey’s journey?

Joey’s journey serves as a metaphor for the chaos and unpredictability of war. Unlike many war films
focusing solely on soldiers, War Horse broadens the viewpoint to include the animal experience,



highlighting themes of survival, friendship, and hope amidst destruction. This perspective invites
audiences to reflect on the collateral suffering caused by war, extending empathy beyond human
characters.

How does the film depict the impact of World War I?

War Horse offers a meticulously crafted portrayal of World War I, capturing the grim realities of trench
warfare, the use of cavalry units, and the widespread devastation affecting both soldiers and civilians.
Spielberg’s attention to historical detail, from set design to costume accuracy, enriches the authenticity of
the film’s setting. The use of practical effects combined with CGI enhances the immersive experience
without overshadowing the narrative’s emotional depth.

Exploring Cinematic Techniques and Artistic Choices

The film’s directorial approach and technical craftsmanship raise several insightful questions about how
storytelling and visual elements intertwine to deliver a powerful message.

How does Steven Spielberg’s direction influence the film?

Spielberg’s signature style—emphasizing emotional storytelling and spectacular visuals—is evident
throughout War Horse. His decision to focus on the horse’s perspective is both innovative and poignant,
encouraging viewers to engage with the story on a deeply empathetic level. Spielberg balances sweeping
battlefield sequences with intimate moments, such as Albert’s determination to reunite with Joey, creating
a compelling narrative rhythm.

What role does cinematography play in War Horse?

Janusz Kamiński’s cinematography is instrumental in conveying the film’s tone. The use of natural
lighting and expansive landscapes contrasts the peaceful English countryside with the ravaged battlefields
of France. This visual dichotomy enhances the thematic tension between innocence and the horrors of war.
Close-up shots of the horses capture their emotions, subtly anthropomorphizing them without detracting
from their animal nature.



How is music used to augment the storytelling?

John Williams’ score complements the film’s emotional arcs, employing sweeping orchestral arrangements
that underscore moments of hope, despair, and triumph. The music subtly shifts to reflect different
scenes—from the gentle pastoral themes accompanying Albert and Joey’s early bond to the intense, somber
tones during combat sequences. This auditory layering helps guide audience emotions and reinforces the
narrative’s impact.

Historical Accuracy and Educational Value

War Horse has often been discussed in terms of its educational potential, particularly in teaching audiences
about World War I and the role of animals in warfare.

Is War Horse historically accurate?

While the story itself is fictional, War Horse is grounded in extensive historical research. The depiction of
cavalry units, the conditions on the Western Front, and the use of horses in military operations aligns
closely with documented history. Spielberg collaborated with historians and military experts to ensure
authenticity, making the film a credible resource for understanding certain aspects of World War I.

What lessons can viewers learn about animals in war?

The film sheds light on the often-overlooked contributions and sacrifices of horses during wartime. Millions
of horses were conscripted during World War I, enduring harsh conditions and high mortality rates.
Through Joey’s character, audiences gain insight into the physical and emotional toll of war on animals,
fostering a broader awareness of their role and prompting ethical reflections on human-animal relationships
in conflict.

Commonly Raised War Horse Movie Questions and Their
Analytical Answers

Below is a curated list of additional prevalent questions related to War Horse, paired with contextual
answers that enhance understanding:



Why is the bond between Albert and Joey so central to the story?
Their bond symbolizes innocence and loyalty amidst chaos, providing a humanizing connection that
drives the emotional core of the film.

What themes does War Horse explore beyond war?
The film touches on themes of friendship, perseverance, loss, and the resilience of the human (and
animal) spirit.

How does the film balance realism with emotional storytelling?
Through a blend of accurate historical detail and personal narratives, War Horse maintains
authenticity while engaging audiences emotionally.

What is the significance of the various owners Joey encounters?
Each owner represents different facets of humanity during war—compassion, cruelty,
survival—highlighting the complexity of wartime experiences.

Why was the film made after the successful stage play?
The stage adaptation’s critical acclaim inspired Spielberg to bring the story to a wider audience
through film, utilizing cinematic tools to expand its impact.

Pros and Cons of War Horse as a War Film

Analyzing War Horse within the broader genre of war films reveals its unique strengths and limitations.

Pros:

Innovative narrative perspective focusing on an animal’s experience.

Strong emotional resonance with audiences of diverse ages.

High production values with authentic historical details.

Educational value regarding World War I and animal roles in combat.



Cons:

Some critics argue the film’s tone is overly sentimental, potentially undermining the brutal
realities of war.

The anthropomorphizing of animals may not appeal to viewers seeking strictly realistic
portrayals.

Certain plot elements may feel predictable or simplified for dramatic effect.

Legacy and Impact of War Horse

Since its release, War Horse has not only garnered critical acclaim but also generated thoughtful discourse
about storytelling in war cinema. Its distinct approach—blending historical epic with a heartfelt animal
journey—has influenced how filmmakers consider non-traditional protagonists in war narratives.
Moreover, the film’s success has sparked renewed interest in Michael Morpurgo’s original novel and the
stage play, creating a multi-platform cultural phenomenon.

The thoughtful exploration of war horse movie questions and answers reveals the layered complexity of
this film. By dissecting its narrative choices, historical context, cinematic techniques, and thematic depth,
viewers gain a comprehensive understanding that transcends mere entertainment. War Horse remains a
poignant reminder of the many faces of war, encouraging reflection on the bonds that endure through
even the darkest times.

War Horse Movie Questions And Answers

  war horse movie questions and answers: War Horse Lit Link Gr. 7-8 Solski, Ruth,
2013-02-01 Powerful events filled with emotion, tragedy, and suffering during World War I are told
through an animal narrator. The strong anti-war message will leave a long lasting impact on your
students while the activities in this lit link will guide their learning. Reproducible chapter questions,
and additional activities in vocabulary, word study, grammar, and personal development are
designed according to research-based educational principles to improve literacy skills in
communication, critical thinking, social studies and more. Plus a story summary, author biography,
and answer key.
  war horse movie questions and answers: One Hundred One Questions and Answers on
the Crusades and the Inquisition John Vidmar, 2013 Recent research into the Inquisition and the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/war-horse-movie-questions-and-answers.pdf


Crusades has reversed many of the misconceptions the surround these events in history. This book
helps to explain some of them.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Brain Raid Quiz 1000 Questions and Answers Moira
McDermott, 2019-09-06 This book contains 1000 interesting and entertaining general quiz
questions. - Great entertainment for everyone of all ages! - Test your general knowledge and keep
your mind sharp! - A great travel companion or fun to read at home!
  war horse movie questions and answers: Brain Raid Quiz 5000 Questions and Answers Moira
McDermott, 2019-09-10 This book contains 5000 interesting and entertaining general quiz
questions. - Great entertainment for everyone of all ages! - Test your general knowledge and keep
your mind sharp! - A great travel companion or fun to read at home!
  war horse movie questions and answers: The Civil War Quiz Book Blake A. Magner,
2010-07-16 If you think you know a lot about the Civil War, challenge yourself with this instructive
and intriguing book of questions. Covering every battle of the war, commanders and ordinary
soldiers, weapons, and armies, this book will test the knowledge of even the most dedicated history
buff. Degrees of difficulty range from elementary to questions that even the author had difficulty
figuring out, and everything in between. Thousands of provocative questions will sharpen the
knowledge of Civil enthusiasts everywhere.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Answers To Questions About Old Jewelry C.
Jeanenne Bell, 2008-12-09 Make smart sense of today's dynamic world of collectible jewelry when
you rely on the answers to key questions about vintage jewelry covered in this new full-color edition
of the jewelry collector's classic must-have. Authoritative details, such as maker's marks, outlined in
this guide help collectors and dealers identify, date and assess everything from brooches and pins
and pendants, rings and lockets of the mid-1800s through the 1950s. This new color edition also
includes coverage of Modernist jewelry; as well as an expanded section devoted to Mexican jewelry,
a market where many pieces are selling for thousands of dollars each.
  war horse movie questions and answers: The Mammoth Quiz Book Nick Holt, 2013-08-22
A comprehensive category killer, with over 6,000 varied questions on every topic imaginable - as
well as some you might not imagine. The 400 quizzes are a mixture of general knowledge and
specialist rounds all aimed at the popular pub or society quiz market on science and technology;
nature and the universe; human geography; history; life as we know it; arts and culture; sports and
games; popular culture; celebrities and trivia. The questions are up-to-date, interesting and, unlike
much of the competition, accurate.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Collins Ultimate Quiz Night: 10,000 easy, medium
and hard questions with picture rounds (Collins Puzzle Books) Collins Puzzles, 2022-09-15 A
bumper-size quiz book with all new questions to test your general knowledge, with more than 500
quizzes and around 10,000 questions. Includes 30 picture rounds to get you scratching your head!
All quizzes and answers are hyperlinked for ease of use. Hide the answers or view below each
question. Perfect for playing with friends and family.
  war horse movie questions and answers: The Engineer , 1859
  war horse movie questions and answers: Medieval Careers in Medieval Times Volume 1
Sarah Peterson, 2013-06-01 MEDIEVAL CAREERS IN MEDIEVAL TIMES Medieval Careers in
Medieval Times, Volume 1 includes Seven Medieval Career lesson plans. Each plan includes short
lectures or discussions about the career and related historical topics. Engaging activities and review
games reinforce the lesson. Worksheets, teacher's keys, book and movie suggestions are also
included. The following careers are covered in Volume 1: Pages and Squires; Kings, Queens and the
Feudal System; Jesters; Knights and Heraldry; Cooks, Bakers and Brewers; Barbers and
Apothecaries; Astrologers
  war horse movie questions and answers: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
1976 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings



in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  war horse movie questions and answers: Flying Magazine , 1941-02
  war horse movie questions and answers: Super Structures Mark Denny, 2010-06-07 Ever
wonder how a graceful and slender bridge can support enormous loads over truly astonishing spans?
Why domes and free-standing arches survive earthquakes that flatten the rest of a city? Physicist
Mark Denny looks at the large structures around us—tall buildings, long bridges, and big dams—and
explains how they were designed and built and why they sometimes collapse, topple, or burst. Denny
uses clear, accessible language to explain the physics behind such iconic structures as the
Parthenon, the Eiffel Tower, the Forth Rail Bridge in Edinburgh, and Hoover Dam. His friendly
approach allows readers to appreciate the core principles that keep these engineering marvels
upright without having to master complex mathematical equations. Employing history, humor, and
simple physics to consider such topics as when to use screws or nails, what trusses are, why iron
beams are often I-shaped, and why medieval cathedrals have buttresses, Denny succeeds once again
in making physics fun.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Eerie Archives Volume 14 Archie Goodwin, Gene
Colan, Víctor de la Fuente, Bill DuBay, Cary Bates, Joe Brancatelli, Nicola Cuti, Gerry Boudreau,
2013-10-08 Slithering upon the heels of Dark Horse's archive collections of the seminal horror
comics magazine Creepy comes its terror-filled cousin publication Eerie! Collected for fans for the
first time ever, and packaged in the same amazing oversized format as the Creepy Archives, Dark
Horse Comics has taken great, gruesome care in presenting this groundbreaking material to readers
who have been waiting decades to get their claws on it.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Billboard , 1953-11-28 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Martial Culture, Silver Screen Matthew Christopher
Hulbert, Matthew E. Stanley, 2020-11-04 Martial Culture, Silver Screen analyzes war movies, one of
the most popular genres in American cinema, for what they reveal about the narratives and
ideologies that shape U.S. national identity. Edited by Matthew Christopher Hulbert and Matthew E.
Stanley, this volume explores the extent to which the motion picture industry, particularly
Hollywood, has played an outsized role in the construction and evolution of American self-definition.
Moving chronologically, eleven essays highlight cinematic versions of military and cultural conflicts
spanning from the American Revolution to the War on Terror. Each focuses on a selection of films
about a specific war or historical period, often foregrounding recent productions that remain
understudied in the critical literature on cinema, history, and cultural memory. Scrutinizing cinema
through the lens of nationalism and its “invention of tradition,” Martial Culture, Silver Screen
considers how movies possess the power to frame ideologies, provide social coherence, betray
collective neuroses and fears, construct narratives of victimhood or heroism, forge communities of
remembrance, and cement tradition and convention. Hollywood war films routinely present broad,
identifiable narratives—such as that of the rugged pioneer or the “good war”—through which
filmmakers invent representations of the past, establishing narratives that advance discrete social
and political functions in the present. As a result, cinematic versions of wartime conflicts condition
and reinforce popular understandings of American national character as it relates to violence,
individualism, democracy, militarism, capitalism, masculinity, race, class, and empire. Approaching
war movies as identity-forging apparatuses and tools of social power, Martial Culture, Silver Screen
lays bare how cinematic versions of warfare have helped define for audiences what it means to be
American.
  war horse movie questions and answers: Random Wisdom Russell Gerald Johnston,
2012-06-14 Random Wisdom is a collection of thoughts and insights from some of the greatest minds



of modern and ancient times, painstakingly collected and compiled by one man in his unquenchable
thirst for knowledge. This collection of literary tidbits will educate, inspire, and entertain the reader
with its wide range of subjects, wit, and timeless anecdotes. As the title suggests, the information
presented is randomly organized and is meant to serve as an inspirational reference book. The
thousands of entries are designed to inspire deeper thinking and inward reflection, with many
offering a healthy dose of wit and humor as well.
  war horse movie questions and answers: The United States Army and Navy Journal and
Gazette of the Regular and Volunteer Forces , 1921
  war horse movie questions and answers: Comfort , 1914
  war horse movie questions and answers: Strategic Management V.S.P. Rao, V.S.P. Rao; V.
Hari Krishna, Hari V. Krishna, 2004-05 Designed to facilitate understanding and retention of the
material presented, each chapter contains the following pedagogical features:u Opening Case: Each
chapter begins with an opening case highlighting strategies and actions followed by Indian
companies while trying to exploit the opportunities present in a competitive environment.u Real
World Examples: Each chapter contains a number of real- world examples illustrating how a
particular firm has exploited the gaps present in the environment, using its own resources to best
advantage. u Terminology: Key ideas and terms that are vital to understanding strategic
management have been highlighted throughout the book and explained at the end in a summarised
formu References: Each chapter is also supported by carefully selected references for the benefit of
readers who might be interested in exploring the topic(s) further.u Personality Profiles: Personality
sketches of leading corporate heroes have also been provided at appropriate places, illustrating the
manner in which they fought against heavy odds and emerged as winners in the end.u Review and
Discussion Questions : Following the terminology, review and discussion questions offer an
opportunity to focus on each of the key ideas illustrated at the beginning of each chapter and
stimulate clear thinking.u Research Inputs: The book provides a comprehensive coverage of a vast,
growing subject well-supported by a wealth of research data collected from multifarious sources.u
Concluding Case: Each chapter contains a thoroughly researched and widely-acclaimed case, picked
up from Business Today, relevant to the topic in question.u Student Oriented Text: The subject
matter has been presented in a simple and lucid manner, keeping the unique requirements of
students in mind.
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