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The Legend of the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck: A Trailblazer in Monster Truck History

the original bigfoot monster truck is more than just a vehicle; it’s an icon that
revolutionized the world of motorsports and monster truck entertainment. Born out of
innovation and a passion for pushing automotive boundaries, Bigfoot set the stage for what
would become a global phenomenon. From its humble beginnings in the 1970s to its status
as a cultural legend today, the story of the original Bigfoot monster truck is one filled with
grit, creativity, and a whole lot of horsepower.

The Birth of the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck

The original Bigfoot monster truck was created by Bob Chandler, a Missouri-based truck
enthusiast and mechanic. In 1975, Chandler took a Ford F-250 pickup and began modifying
it with the goal of conquering rough terrain and off-road obstacles. What made Bigfoot
distinctive was its oversized tires—going from the standard 16-inch wheels to massive 48-
inch tractor tires—which allowed it to dominate mud bogs and other rugged landscapes.

This truck wasn’t initially designed for entertainment but rather as a way to tackle off-road
challenges. However, as Chandler took Bigfoot to more events and exhibitions, audiences
were captivated by the sheer size and power of the machine. This unexpected attention
helped transform Bigfoot from a personal project into the world’s first monster truck,
sparking a new motorsport category.

Innovations That Made Bigfoot Stand Out

One of the key features that distinguished the original Bigfoot monster truck was its
custom-built suspension system. Unlike regular trucks, Bigfoot needed an enhanced
suspension to accommodate its enormous tires and the stress of jumping and crushing
cars. Chandler engineered a specialized suspension setup that allowed for greater shock
absorption and durability.

Additionally, the truck’s frame was reinforced to withstand the intense forces during
monster truck shows. The engine was also heavily modified, boasting increased horsepower
to power those gigantic tires and make Bigfoot a dominant force on the track.

Bigfoot’s Impact on Monster Truck Culture

Before Bigfoot, the idea of trucks crushing cars and performing gravity-defying stunts was
almost nonexistent. The original Bigfoot monster truck essentially created the monster
truck entertainment industry as we know it today. Its performances at mud bogs, car
crushes, and races drew large crowds and media attention.



The First Car Crush: A Defining Moment

One of the most legendary moments in Bigfoot’s history came in 1981 during a mud bog
event in Missouri. To entertain the crowd, Bob Chandler decided to drive Bigfoot over a row
of abandoned cars, crushing them under the massive tires. This stunt was a hit and became
a hallmark of monster truck shows worldwide.

The car crush not only showcased Bigfoot’s power but also introduced a new form of
motorsport entertainment that combined elements of racing, stunts, and spectacle. This
moment cemented Bigfoot’s legacy as the pioneer of the monster truck craze.

Bigfoot’s Role in Popularizing Monster Truck
Competitions

Following Bigfoot’s rise to fame, monster truck competitions began to take shape. Events
featuring races, freestyle shows, and car-crushing exhibitions became staples at fairs,
stadiums, and motorsport venues. Bigfoot often headlined these events, setting records
and inspiring countless other builders and drivers.

The truck’s success also led to the creation of monster truck associations and leagues, such
as the Monster Truck Racing Association (MTRA) and later the Monster Jam series, which
continues to draw millions of fans globally.

The Mechanics Behind the Original Bigfoot
Monster Truck

Understanding what made the original Bigfoot monster truck so powerful requires a look
under the hood. Although Bigfoot has undergone numerous upgrades throughout the
decades, the early models showcased some groundbreaking mechanical innovations.

Engine and Powertrain

Bigfoot’s engine started as a modified Ford V8, but it was significantly enhanced to produce
over 400 horsepower in the earliest versions. This power was necessary to turn the massive
66-inch tires (in later models) and enable the truck to perform stunts like jumps and car
crushes.

The drivetrain was also reinforced with heavy-duty components from agricultural and
industrial machinery to handle the torque and stress generated during performances. This
included custom gearboxes and reinforced axles.



Suspension and Tires

Perhaps the most iconic feature of Bigfoot is its enormous tires. The original truck used
tractor tires measuring 48 inches, but later iterations have sported tires up to 66 inches tall.
These tires provide exceptional ground clearance and grip, crucial for maneuvering over
obstacles.

The suspension system, custom-built by Chandler, includes long-travel shocks and
reinforced leaf springs, allowing Bigfoot to absorb the impact of high jumps and rough
landings without damaging the chassis.

Bigfoot’s Cultural Influence Beyond the Track

The original Bigfoot monster truck transcended motorsport to become a pop culture
phenomenon. It has appeared in television shows, commercials, video games, and even
inspired toys and collectibles. This widespread recognition helped bring monster truck
culture into mainstream entertainment.

Merchandise and Memorabilia

Fans of the original Bigfoot monster truck can find a wide range of merchandise, from die-
cast models to apparel. Collectors prize early memorabilia, which captures the nostalgia
and significance of the truck’s pioneering days.

Bigfoot in Media and Entertainment

The truck’s unique look and thrilling performances made Bigfoot a natural fit for media
appearances. Documentaries and specials have chronicled its history, while monster truck-
themed video games often highlight Bigfoot as a key vehicle.

Tips for Monster Truck Enthusiasts Inspired by
Bigfoot

If you’re fascinated by the original Bigfoot monster truck and want to dive deeper into the
monster truck world, here are some tips:

Attend Live Shows: Experiencing a monster truck event in person lets you feel the
roar of the engines and see the trucks’ power up close.

Follow Monster Truck Leagues: Organizations like Monster Jam offer schedules,



news, and driver profiles to keep fans engaged.

Explore DIY Builds: For mechanically inclined fans, building or modifying trucks
inspired by Bigfoot can be a rewarding hobby.

Collect Memorabilia: Vintage Bigfoot items and models make great collector’s
pieces and conversation starters.

The original Bigfoot monster truck remains a symbol of innovation and excitement in
motorsport. Its legacy continues to inspire new generations of drivers, builders, and fans,
ensuring that the roar of Bigfoot’s engine will echo in arenas and hearts for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck?
The Original Bigfoot Monster Truck is a pioneering monster truck created by Bob Chandler
in the late 1970s, known for popularizing the monster truck sport with its large tires and
powerful modifications.

When and where was the Original Bigfoot Monster
Truck first introduced?
The Original Bigfoot Monster Truck was first introduced in 1975 in St. Louis, Missouri, when
Bob Chandler modified his Ford F-250 pickup with oversized tires to create the first monster
truck.

Why is the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck significant in
monster truck history?
The Original Bigfoot Monster Truck is significant because it is widely regarded as the first
true monster truck, sparking the monster truck craze and inspiring countless others in the
motorsport entertainment industry.

What are some key features of the Original Bigfoot
Monster Truck?
Key features of the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck include its massive 48-inch tires (later
increased), a heavily reinforced suspension, and a powerful engine, enabling it to crush cars
and perform stunts.

Is the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck still active today?
Yes, the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck continues to be active, with Bob Chandler's team
maintaining and showcasing it at events, preserving its legacy as a historic icon in monster



truck culture.

Additional Resources
The Original Bigfoot Monster Truck: A Trailblazer in Monster Truck History

the original bigfoot monster truck is widely recognized as the pioneering vehicle that
launched the monster truck phenomenon into mainstream motorsports and popular culture.
Created in the mid-1970s by Bob Chandler, this iconic machine transformed the landscape
of automotive entertainment, setting new standards for power, size, and spectacle. Its
influence extends beyond the racetracks and arenas, shaping the design and performance
of monster trucks globally. To understand the significance of the original Bigfoot monster
truck, one must delve into its origins, technological innovations, cultural impact, and
ongoing legacy.

The Genesis of the Original Bigfoot Monster Truck

The story of the original Bigfoot monster truck began in 1975 when Bob Chandler, a
construction worker and off-road enthusiast from Missouri, sought to conquer muddy terrain
with his customized Ford F-250 pickup. Chandler’s initial modifications involved enlarging
the tires to an unprecedented 48 inches in diameter, a radical departure from standard
truck tires of the era. This upgrade enabled Chandler to dominate local mud bogging
competitions, but it was the vehicle’s transformation into a towering, powerful machine that
caught the public’s imagination.

Unlike conventional trucks, the original Bigfoot was equipped with massive off-road tires, a
reinforced chassis, and an upgraded suspension system designed to handle rough terrain
and jumps. These modifications not only enhanced performance but also contributed to the
monster truck’s distinctive appearance, characterized by its immense size and aggressive
stance.

Technical Innovations and Design Features

The original Bigfoot monster truck pioneered several technical innovations that became the
blueprint for future monster trucks:

Oversized Tires: Bigfoot’s 48-inch tires were revolutionary, providing increased
ground clearance and traction. These tires were custom-built by manufacturers,
setting a new industry standard.

Suspension System: Chandler developed a reinforced suspension capable of
absorbing impacts from jumps and rough landings, a necessity for the emerging sport
of monster truck racing and freestyle events.



Powertrain Upgrades: To propel the enormous tires and heavy frame, the truck was
fitted with a high-horsepower engine, often exceeding 400 horsepower in early
iterations.

Chassis Reinforcement: The original frame was strengthened to withstand stress
and prevent structural failures during stunts and off-road use.

These features, combined with Chandler’s innovative approach to vehicle customization,
allowed Bigfoot to perform feats unimaginable for standard trucks at the time.

Cultural Impact and Popularity

The original Bigfoot monster truck’s debut marked a turning point in motorsports
entertainment. Its appearances at mud bogging events quickly evolved into exhibitions of
power and spectacle, captivating audiences nationwide. The truck's ability to crush cars,
leap over obstacles, and perform daring stunts introduced a new form of motorsport that
combined racing with theatrical showmanship.

In 1981, Bigfoot's fame skyrocketed when it became the first monster truck to crush a row
of cars on national television, an event that significantly boosted public interest. This
spectacle was not only a demonstration of mechanical might but also a carefully
orchestrated performance that appealed to fans of all ages.

Comparisons with Contemporary Monster Trucks

When compared to other early monster trucks, the original Bigfoot stands out for its
pioneering status and technical sophistication. While other trucks of the era experimented
with large tires and reinforced frames, few matched Bigfoot’s combination of power, size,
and showmanship.

Modern monster trucks, such as Grave Digger and Maximum Destruction, owe much of their
design philosophy and competitive spirit to Bigfoot’s foundational work. These
contemporary vehicles often feature engines producing over 1,500 horsepower and tires
exceeding 66 inches, but the original Bigfoot set the standard for pushing the boundaries of
size and performance.

Legacy and Evolution Over the Decades

The original Bigfoot monster truck has undergone numerous iterations since its inception,
evolving to meet the demands of increasingly competitive monster truck racing and
freestyle events. Bob Chandler and his team continuously upgraded the truck, incorporating
advances in engine technology, suspension design, and safety features.



Milestones in Bigfoot’s Development

Bigfoot 1 (1975): The original modified Ford F-250 with 48-inch tires, primarily used1.
in mud bogging.

Bigfoot 2 (1982): Featured enhanced suspension and a custom-built frame,2.
designed specifically for monster truck shows.

Bigfoot 3 and Beyond: Introduced lightweight materials, more powerful engines,3.
and aerodynamic bodies to improve performance and durability.

Each new Bigfoot model reflected advances in engineering and the evolving expectations of
monster truck fans.

Bigfoot’s Role in Monster Truck Racing and Freestyle

The original Bigfoot was instrumental in legitimizing monster truck racing as a competitive
sport. Chandler’s participation in organized events helped establish rules, safety protocols,
and a fan base that continues to thrive today. Moreover, Bigfoot’s involvement in freestyle
events—where drivers perform jumps, wheelies, and other stunts—demonstrated the
entertainment potential of monster trucks beyond traditional racing.

Pros and Cons of the Original Bigfoot Monster
Truck

While the original Bigfoot monster truck revolutionized motorsports, it also presented
certain challenges and limitations:

Pros:

Innovation in vehicle design and engineering.

Established a new motorsport genre blending racing and entertainment.

Increased public interest in off-road and performance vehicles.

Helped spawn a multi-billion-dollar monster truck industry.

Cons:



Early models had limited safety features compared to modern standards.

High maintenance demands due to custom components and extreme use.

Environmental concerns related to fuel consumption and noise pollution.

These factors highlight the balance between innovation and the practical realities of
monster truck operation in its early days.

The Original Bigfoot in Popular Media and
Collectibles

Beyond the racetrack, the original Bigfoot monster truck has become a cultural icon,
appearing in movies, television shows, and video games. Its distinct look and legendary
status have made it a favorite among collectors and enthusiasts. Scale models, die-cast
replicas, and branded merchandise continue to celebrate Bigfoot’s enduring appeal.

Collectors often seek early Bigfoot memorabilia due to its historical significance and rarity.
Additionally, the truck’s story is frequently featured in documentaries and motorsport
retrospectives, underscoring its role as a trailblazer in the genre.

The original Bigfoot monster truck remains a symbol of innovation, determination, and
entertainment in motorsports. Its legacy is evident not only in the thriving monster truck
industry but also in the hearts of fans who continue to celebrate the machine that started it
all.
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  the original bigfoot monster truck: The Original Monster Truck--Bigfoot Scott Johnston,
1994-03-01 Cruisin' covers the equipment, technology, engineering, design, execution, competition,
maintenance, modification, everyday use, and the people behind marvelous mechanized machines.
Vehicles of all kinds are fascinating for young readers, and this series offers a wide variety of
more-than-just-transportation books. In response to the many requests for vehicle books aimed at
the young reader, these high-interest titles will inform and delight. Each book contains an index,
bibliography, glossary.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: The Original Monster Truck--Bigfoot Scott D. Johnston,
1994 A short history of the first monster truck - Bigfoot.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Monster Trucks Jeff Savage, 2010 Describes the first
monster trucks, how monster trucks are built, and their performances in shows--Provided by
publisher.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: The Original Monster Truck Scott D. Johnston, 1994
  the original bigfoot monster truck: The Kids' Guide to Monster Trucks Michael O'Hearn,
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2009-07 Describes a wide variety of monster trucks, including history, design, and
competitions--Provided by publisher.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Monster Trucks Jim Gigliotti, 2010 This exciting series
teaches readers all there is to know about racing sports.
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truck ever made!
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what it's like to drive a truck that is as big as an elephant? Despite their giant size, monster trucks
can pull off soaring jumps, flips, and other epic stunts. These trucks compete head-to-head to reveal
the fastest and the most agile of them all. Events such as the Monster Jam World Finals keep the
crowds on the edges of their seats. Enter the Dirt and Destruction Sports Zone to learn about the
history, mechanics, rules, and the trailblazing drivers connected to monster trucks. You'll learn: ?
How race organizers create a track with plastic, plywood, and lots of dirt. ? What gear and strategies
drivers use to protect themselves. ? Who pulled off some of the wildest moves in monster truck
history. ? What it's like to crush a row of cars beneath a monster truck's enormous tires. Are you into
sports? Then get in the zone!
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Monster Trucks Sarah Tieck, 2010-09-01 Describes a
monster truck, what it is used for, and the famous ones that are showcased at different events.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Secret St. Louis: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful,
and Obscure David Baugher, 2016-03-15 Where in St. Louis can you… …picnic at a radioactive
waste dump? …learn what West County Center’s famous dove really represents? …visit the grave of
the man who burned Atlanta? …join a nudist resort? …view a cube comprised of a million dollar
bills? …see a piece from New York’s Twin Towers? …find out exactly what a Billiken is? Whether you
are piloting a simulated barge on the Mississippi River, exploring the hidden history of Abraham
Lincoln’s bizarre swordfight in St. Charles County or eating a ten-pound apple-pie in Kimmswick
inspired by the Great Flood of 1993, it is hard to get bored with a copy of Secret St. Louis: A Guide
to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure. By turns wistful and whimsical, this is a book which answers
the questions you never knew you had about St. Louis while taking readers on a whirlwind tour
through 97 unique but often little-known spaces and places that can’t be found anywhere else. A
tourist handbook for people who thought they never needed one, “Secret St. Louis” provides a
scavenger hunt of hidden gems traversing the somber, strange, surprising and silly locales which
define the culture and history that make St. Louis such a diverse and amazing place to call home.
From Weldon Spring to Wildwood, from Overland to O’Fallon, from Bellefontaine to Bridgeton, this
is an exploration of St. Louis’s odds and ends like no other.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Monster Trucks Jack Patterson, AI, 2025-03-05 Monster
Trucks explores the captivating world of these oversized vehicles, revealing the engineering marvels
behind their construction and performance. This book delves into the mechanical engineering
principles that enable monster trucks to perform seemingly impossible stunts, like crushing multiple
cars at once. Discover the physics and engine technology that combine to deliver the immense power
needed for these feats. The book uniquely focuses on the intricate relationship between design,
mechanics, and performance, offering insights into the advanced engineering required. Starting with
the history and evolution of monster trucks, it progresses through detailed examinations of chassis,
suspension, and engine modifications. Learn how these trucks evolved from modified pickup trucks
to the complex machines they are today. The later chapters analyze the physics of stunts, such as
jumps, and how forces and energy are managed. Finally, the book looks toward the future of
monster truck technology. This approach provides readers with a comprehensive understanding of
the innovation and expertise involved in designing and operating these incredible machines.



  the original bigfoot monster truck: Guinness World Records 2003 Claire Folkard, 2003 The
world's bestselling authority on astonishing facts and unparalleled human achievements--completely
revised and updated for 2003! From the world's fastest speed skater to the world's fastest snail, the
most coffee consumed to the longest strand of pasta--418 feet--Guinness World Records(TM) is the
most complete, authoritative, and exciting guide to every record, statistic, and feat of human
endeavor and natural wonder imaginable. And it's packed with exciting photos to back them up! -
The world's longest kiss took place in New York City, lasting a Guinness World Record 30 hours, 59
minutes, and 27 seconds. - Jennifer Aniston, Lisa Kudrow, and Courteney Cox Arquette, the female
leads in NBC's Friends, earned a whopping Guinness World Record $1 million each per episode of
the 2002 season. - The most expensive house sale to date goes to a Hong Kong businessman who
collected a staggering Guinness World Record $101,909,312 for his home. And that's only the
beginning! Dive into the awe-inspiring, newly expanded Guinness World Records(TM) 2003 and
discover a feast of fascinating facts. Animal, vegetable, or mineral--if it's occurred and been
recorded, you'll find it here.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Cincinnati Magazine , 2009-11 Cincinnati Magazine taps
into the DNA of the city, exploring shopping, dining, living, and culture and giving readers a ringside
seat on the issues shaping the region.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Cars, Trains, Ships, and Planes DK, 2015-09-01
Calling all speed demons! Get your motor running with this exciting and educational visual
encyclopedia for children. You'll enjoy the ride on more than 1,000 different types of transport.
Gently take to the skies in a hot air balloon or race into space on a rocket. Experience life in the fast
lane in a Formula 1 racing car or set sail for new horizons aboard a luxury cruise ship. The world is
your oyster as you chart the entire history of transport, from traditional horse and carts to today's
high-speed networks and supersonic vehicles. Incredible images accompanied by fact-packed text
give you the full lowdown on everything that could possibly take you from A to B. Cars, Trains,
Ships, and Planes guarantees thrills and spills as you test out the fastest, largest, longest, and
costliest modes of transport in the ultimate record-breakers. Put yourself in the driving seat with this
complete visual guide to vehicles.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: New York Magazine , 1988-03-21 New York magazine
was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place
for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and
photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city
itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Here's where Charlie Brennan, 2006 A guidebook to
sites related to famous people in St. Louis, with anecdotes, interesting facts, and cross-references.
Each entry is keyed to one of ten maps of the St. Louis area--Provided by publisher.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Phuketindex.com Magazine Vol.22 Phuketindex.com
Team,
  the original bigfoot monster truck: It's All About... Mighty Trucks Editors of Kingfisher,
2016-09-27 Includes eight collector cards and free audio download.
  the original bigfoot monster truck: Free Tours, Museums and Sites in America Lee Ellis,
2003 This book describes the tours, museums and sites in the states of Alabama, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Missouri, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas that are FREE. This book shows
where learning and fun come together and provides a relief from high priced vacations. Among the
tours, museums and sites one can experience are: Wine & Brewery Tours, Food Tasting Tours,
Automobile Plant and Mfg. Tours, Farm & Ranch Tours, Driving Tours of Famous Homes, Art
Museums, Science Museums, Transportation Museums, Cultural Museums, National Monuments
and Historical Sites, Zoos and Botanical Gardens.
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heritage. Download lyrics, MP3 audio, and video
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