
the little dictionary of fashion
The Little Dictionary of Fashion: A Timeless Guide to Style and Elegance

the little dictionary of fashion is more than just a book; it’s a cherished companion for
anyone fascinated by style, elegance, and the nuances that make fashion truly timeless.
Originally penned by the iconic Christian Dior, this compact guide has transcended
decades, offering readers a glimpse into the art of dressing well with charm and poise.
Whether you’re a fashion novice or a seasoned style enthusiast, exploring the little
dictionary of fashion can enrich your understanding of wardrobe essentials, etiquette, and
the subtle details that elevate everyday dressing.

Unpacking the Little Dictionary of Fashion

The little dictionary of fashion is essentially a curated glossary of fashion terms, advice, and
principles that reflect Dior’s refined taste and sartorial wisdom. Unlike bulky fashion
encyclopedias, this dictionary is intentionally concise, making it accessible and practical. It
distills decades of haute couture experience into bite-sized entries that cover everything
from fabrics and accessories to attitudes and occasions.

What sets this dictionary apart is its seamless blend of practical advice and philosophical
musings on style. Dior didn’t just focus on clothes; he emphasized the confidence and grace
that come from dressing appropriately for oneself and the occasion. This guide encourages
readers to think beyond trends and invest in timeless pieces that speak to personal
identity.

Why the Little Dictionary of Fashion Still Matters Today

In an age dominated by fast fashion and fleeting trends, the little dictionary of fashion
serves as a refreshing reminder of classic style principles. Its timeless advice encourages
quality over quantity, urging readers to build wardrobes that can endure shifting fashion
cycles. Moreover, the dictionary’s focus on etiquette and presentation highlights that
fashion is as much about how you carry yourself as what you wear.

For modern readers, the dictionary offers a grounding philosophy: style is personal and
should reflect authenticity and confidence. Many contemporary fashion influencers and
stylists still reference Dior’s wisdom, proving that good style advice never truly ages.

Key Themes in the Little Dictionary of Fashion

The entries in the little dictionary of fashion cover a broad spectrum of topics, each offering
insights that are surprisingly relevant even decades after the book’s first publication. Here
are some of the key themes that recur throughout the dictionary:



1. The Importance of Fit

Dior was a master of silhouette, and his dictionary underscores the importance of fit above
all. Clothes, no matter how expensive or beautiful, lose their appeal if they don’t fit
properly. Tailoring is not a luxury but a necessity. The right fit flatters the body’s natural
lines and enhances confidence.

2. Choosing Fabrics Wisely

The little dictionary of fashion encourages an understanding of different fabrics and their
qualities. Dior’s entries often highlight the texture, drape, and longevity of
materials—factors that greatly affect how a garment looks and feels. Investing in natural
fibers like wool, silk, and cotton often pays dividends in durability and comfort.

3. Accessorizing with Purpose

Accessories are not mere add-ons but integral to creating a polished look. Dior advises
choosing accessories that complement the outfit without overpowering it. From scarves and
gloves to hats and jewelry, the dictionary explores how these finishing touches can express
personality and elevate style.

4. Dressing for the Occasion

One of the standout elements of the little dictionary of fashion is its emphasis on
appropriateness. Whether attending a formal event or running errands, knowing how to
dress suitably is a form of respect—for oneself and others. This principle encourages
versatility and mindfulness in wardrobe choices.

How to Use the Little Dictionary of Fashion in
Your Daily Life

Incorporating the lessons from the little dictionary of fashion into everyday dressing can
transform your approach to style. Here are some practical ways to apply its timeless
wisdom:

Start with Wardrobe Essentials

Dior’s dictionary often highlights the value of classic pieces such as a well-cut blazer, a little
black dress, or tailored trousers. Building your wardrobe around these essentials creates a
solid foundation upon which you can layer trends or personal flair.



Invest in Tailoring

No matter how beautiful a garment is, a poor fit can undermine its impact. Taking clothes to
a skilled tailor ensures they fit your body perfectly, enhancing your silhouette and comfort.
This small investment can make even modest pieces look luxurious.

Pay Attention to Details

From the buttons on your jacket to the polish on your shoes, details matter. The little
dictionary of fashion reminds us that these subtle elements contribute significantly to the
overall impression. Regularly maintaining your clothing and accessories shows care and
sophistication.

Be Confident and Authentic

Ultimately, the dictionary’s greatest lesson is that style is an expression of self-confidence.
Wearing clothes that make you feel comfortable and authentic creates a radiant presence.
Don’t be afraid to adapt Dior’s advice to suit your unique personality and lifestyle.

The Cultural Impact of the Little Dictionary of
Fashion

Since its release, the little dictionary of fashion has influenced not only individual wardrobes
but also fashion education and industry standards. Many fashion schools incorporate its
principles into their curricula, emphasizing the importance of timeless style and personal
grooming.

Moreover, the dictionary has inspired countless designers, stylists, and fashion writers who
see it as a blueprint for elegance. Its continued relevance in popular culture—from fashion
blogs to runway commentary—attests to the enduring appeal of Dior’s vision.

Modern Adaptations and Interpretations

Contemporary fashion enthusiasts often reinterpret the little dictionary of fashion’s advice
through the lens of current trends. For example, while Dior championed elegance and
restraint, today’s style mavens blend these ideals with streetwear and eclectic influences,
proving that timeless principles can coexist with innovation.

Social media platforms have also played a role in revitalizing interest in the dictionary.
Influencers and style icons frequently quote Dior’s aphorisms, encouraging followers to
embrace classic fashion wisdom in a digital age.



Exploring the Language of Fashion Through the
Little Dictionary

One of the most fascinating aspects of the little dictionary of fashion is its role in
demystifying the language of fashion. Terms like “peplum,” “tulle,” or “couture” can seem
intimidating, but Dior’s definitions bring clarity and context, making fashion more
approachable.

Understanding this vocabulary helps readers make informed choices and appreciate the
craftsmanship behind garments. It also deepens one’s appreciation for historical and
cultural influences that shape fashion trends.

Building Your Fashion Vocabulary

Expanding your fashion vocabulary through the little dictionary of fashion can boost your
confidence in shopping, styling, and conversing about fashion. Knowing the difference
between a “bias cut” and a “sheath dress,” for example, empowers you to select pieces
that flatter your figure and suit your taste.

Additionally, this knowledge enhances your ability to care for garments properly, ensuring
longevity. Recognizing fabric types and construction techniques prevents common pitfalls
like washing silk in hot water or mistreating delicate lace.

Final Thoughts on the Little Dictionary of Fashion

Diving into the little dictionary of fashion is like stepping into a world where elegance is
accessible and style is a form of self-respect. Its blend of practical tips, refined aesthetics,
and thoughtful philosophy continues to inspire anyone who values dressing well.

Whether you’re refreshing your wardrobe, seeking fashion guidance, or simply indulging a
love of style, this dictionary offers a timeless treasure trove of knowledge. Embracing its
lessons can transform not just how you dress, but how you view fashion—as an art form
that celebrates individuality, grace, and confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' about?
'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' is a classic style guide written by Christian Dior that offers
timeless fashion advice, wardrobe tips, and etiquette for women.



Who is the author of 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion'?
The author of 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' is Christian Dior, the renowned French
fashion designer.

When was 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' first
published?
'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' was first published in 1954.

Why is 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' considered a
classic?
It is considered a classic because it provides elegant, practical, and timeless fashion advice
that remains relevant across generations.

What type of fashion advice does 'The Little Dictionary
of Fashion' provide?
The book provides advice on wardrobe essentials, dressing appropriately for various
occasions, accessorizing, and maintaining a polished appearance.

Is 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' suitable for modern
readers?
Yes, many of the principles and tips in the book are timeless and continue to be relevant for
modern fashion enthusiasts.

How is 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' structured?
'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' is organized alphabetically with entries on various fashion-
related topics, making it easy to reference specific advice.

Can 'The Little Dictionary of Fashion' help in building a
capsule wardrobe?
Yes, the book emphasizes classic pieces and thoughtful wardrobe choices, which aligns well
with the concept of a capsule wardrobe.

Where can I buy or read 'The Little Dictionary of
Fashion'?
The book is available for purchase from major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and
may also be found in libraries or as e-books.



Additional Resources
The Little Dictionary of Fashion: An Enduring Style Reference

the little dictionary of fashion stands as a unique and influential guide in the world of
style and sartorial elegance. Authored by Christian Dior in 1954, this compact volume has
transcended time, continuing to serve as an essential handbook for fashion enthusiasts,
professionals, and those seeking to refine their personal style. More than just a glossary of
terms, it offers insightful advice on etiquette, wardrobe essentials, and the nuances of
dressing with confidence. This article delves into the significance, content, and continued
relevance of the little dictionary of fashion within the evolving landscape of fashion literacy.

The Genesis and Legacy of The Little Dictionary
of Fashion

Christian Dior’s little dictionary of fashion was born out of a desire to demystify the often
complex and exclusive world of haute couture. At just over 100 pages, the book is a concise
yet rich compendium of style advice, definitions, and practical tips. Dior, one of the 20th
century’s most celebrated designers, infused the book with his philosophy that elegance
and style are accessible to anyone willing to learn the language of fashion.

Since its initial publication, the little dictionary of fashion has become a staple on the
shelves of stylists, designers, and fashion students. Its influence extends beyond its original
French audience, with numerous translations making the book accessible worldwide. Unlike
typical fashion manuals that focus solely on trends, Dior’s dictionary emphasizes
timelessness, encouraging readers to cultivate a wardrobe and demeanor that withstand
the fluctuations of fashion seasons.

Content Overview: More Than a Glossary

At first glance, the little dictionary of fashion reads like an encyclopedia of style
terminology. However, the entries go beyond mere definitions. Each term is accompanied
by Dior’s personal reflections and practical advice, making the book a hybrid between a
glossary and a style guide.

Topics covered include:

Key Wardrobe Pieces: Definitions and descriptions of essential garments such as
the “little black dress,” “tailleur,” and “ensemble.”

Dress Etiquette: Guidance on appropriate attire for various occasions, reinforcing
the social importance of dressing well.

Accessories: Insights into the role of handbags, gloves, hats, and jewelry in
completing an outfit.



Personal Grooming: Tips on hairstyles, makeup, and overall presentation that
complement fashion choices.

Behavior and Attitude: Advice on poise, confidence, and the intangible qualities
that define true elegance.

These multifaceted aspects make the little dictionary of fashion a holistic resource,
integrating both the physical and psychological elements of style.

Why The Little Dictionary of Fashion Remains
Relevant

In an era dominated by fast fashion and digital media, one might question the relevance of
a mid-century fashion dictionary. Yet, the enduring appeal of the little dictionary of fashion
lies in its focus on timeless principles rather than ephemeral trends.

Timeless Style Versus Trend-Driven Fashion

Many fashion guides are trend-focused, often becoming outdated as styles evolve. Dior’s
dictionary, however, champions a classic approach, advising readers to invest in quality
pieces and cultivate a personal style that transcends seasonal changes. For example, the
entry on the “little black dress” underscores its status as an indispensable item in any
woman’s wardrobe, a sentiment echoed by countless fashion authorities today.

Educational Value for Fashion Professionals and
Enthusiasts

The little dictionary of fashion also serves as an educational tool. Fashion students and
budding designers find value in understanding the terminology and etiquette that underpin
professional dressing. Moreover, for fashion journalists and critics, the book offers historical
context that enriches contemporary discourse.

Comparisons with Modern Fashion Guides

Compared to contemporary fashion manuals and digital content, the little dictionary of
fashion presents a more curated and thoughtful approach. Modern guides often emphasize
rapid consumption and trend replication, while Dior’s work encourages mindfulness and
intentionality in fashion choices. This distinction positions the dictionary as a
counterbalance to the sometimes overwhelming influx of fashion information in the digital
age.



Impact on Fashion Language and Culture

The little dictionary of fashion has influenced not only individual readers but also the
broader culture of fashion communication. Dior’s careful articulation of style concepts
helped standardize language in fashion circles, contributing to a shared understanding that
bridges designers, media, and consumers.

Promotion of Fashion Literacy

Fashion literacy—the ability to comprehend and use fashion terminology effectively—has
become increasingly important as the industry grows more complex. Dior’s dictionary acts
as an accessible entry point, breaking down jargon into approachable language. This
accessibility fosters greater inclusivity, inviting a wider audience to engage with fashion
knowledgeably.

Influence on Other Style Literature

Subsequent fashion authors and stylists have drawn inspiration from the little dictionary’s
format and tone. Books such as Nina Garcia’s “The One Hundred” or Lauren Conrad’s
“Style” reflect a similar blend of practical advice and aspirational guidance. The little
dictionary’s legacy is evident in the continued popularity of compact, authoritative style
guides.

Practical Features and User Experience

The physical design and structure of the little dictionary of fashion contribute to its
usability. The compact size makes it an ideal companion for quick reference, while the
alphabetical arrangement facilitates easy navigation. Each entry is concise yet insightful,
ensuring that readers can absorb valuable information without feeling overwhelmed.

Pros and Cons

Pros: Timeless advice, authoritative authorship, user-friendly layout, comprehensive
coverage of fashion essentials.

Cons: Some content may feel dated to modern readers, limited coverage of
menswear, and minimal focus on diverse cultural fashion perspectives.

Despite minor drawbacks, the book’s strengths firmly establish it as a valuable resource.



Digital Availability and Modern Adaptations

While the original print version remains prized, digital editions have expanded accessibility,
allowing a new generation to explore Dior’s wisdom. Additionally, fashion educators have
integrated the book into curricula, sometimes supplementing it with contemporary
examples to bridge past and present.

The little dictionary of fashion continues to inspire both novices and seasoned fashion
professionals, underscoring that true style is rooted in knowledge, confidence, and respect
for the art of dressing.

As fashion evolves, so too does the conversation around it, but the foundational principles
captured in this compact guide remain remarkably relevant. Whether one is assembling a
capsule wardrobe or seeking to understand the nuances of sartorial expression, the little
dictionary of fashion offers a timeless compass in a world of constant change.
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  the little dictionary of fashion: The Little Dictionary of Fashion Christian Dior, 2007 Christian
Dior reveals the secrets of style in this charming handbook that no lady should be without. An
indispensable guide that covers everything from what to wear to a wedding and how to tie a scarf to
how to walk with grace, The Little Dictionary of Fashion is full of timeless tips. From afternoon
frocks and accessories to travelling and tweed, Dior's expertise ensures every girl will know the
three fundamentals of fashion- simplicity, grooming and good taste. Illustrated with delightful
photographs and drawings, this handbag-sized classic is the perfect gift for style-conscious girls.
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Little Dictionary of Fashion Christian Dior, 2007-11-01
Originally published: London: Cassell, 1954.
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Little Dictionary of Fashion Christian Dior, 1954
  the little dictionary of fashion: Christian Dior's little dictionary of fashion Christian Dior,
1954
  the little dictionary of fashion: Little Dictionary of Fashion Christian Dior, 1954
  the little dictionary of fashion: Christian Dior's Little Dictionary of Fashion Christian Dior,
1954
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Dictionary of Fashion History Valerie Cumming, C. W.
Cunnington, P. E. Cunnington, 2010-09-01 - What is an earthquake gown? - Who wore eelskin
masher trousers? - What did the word dudes mean in the 16th century? A Dictionary of English
Costume by C. Willett Cunnington, Phillis Cunnington and Charles Beard was originally published in
1960. A monumental achievement and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a comprehensive catalogue of
fashion terms from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and updated several times,
for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume historians. The Dictionary
of Fashion History completely updates and supplements the Cunningtons' landmark work to bring it
up to the present day. Featuring additional terms and revised definitions, this new edition
represents an essential reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or anyone
involved in creating period costume for the theatre, film or television. It also is fascinating reading
for those simply interested in the subject. Clear, concise, and meticulous in detail, this essential
reference answers countless questions relating to the history of dress and adornment and promises
to be a definitive guide for generations to come.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/the-little-dictionary-of-fashion.pdf


  the little dictionary of fashion: The Visual Dictionary of Fashion Design Gavin Ambrose,
Paul Harris, 2007-11-29 From A-line to yukata, from batik to yoke, The Visual Dictionary of Fashion
explores and explains the many terms used in the fashion industry. Each term is defined and put in
context to give the reader a clear understanding of fashion terminology. More than 270 common
fashion terms are explained and illustrated, from practical day-to-day words such as lapel, pattern,
and crewelwork to conceptual terms such as postmodernism. The Visual Dictionary of Fashion is like
having a personal translator for rag-trade shop talk. * More than 270 entries in visual format * Clear,
concise sourcebook * Handy take-along format.
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Little Guide to Christian Dior Orange Hippo!, 2023-08-01
Though his life was relatively short, Christian Ernest Dior's seismic influence on the fashion world
ensures his name lives on as one of the most successful and celebrated designers of all time. Using
the rationing restrictions of wartime, he created designs that extenuated the female figure and
released the women of the world from the restrictive, dull clothing that restricted rather than
enhanced femininity. It was Dior's sudden prominence on the world stage that restored Paris'
reputation as the epicentre of the fashion world. To wear a Dior item of clothing, was to wear the
best of the best. His post-War collection was described as a completely 'new look' by the
editor-in-chief of Harper's Bazaar, one of the world's most powerful style magazines. The description
was adopted and quickly became a fashion movement, with Dior's 'New Look' leading the way and
even stealing the limelight from compatriot Gabrielle 'Coco' Chanel. The Little Guide to Christian
Dior shows how despite coming from a wealthy background with powerful allies, Christian Dior may
not have had to scrap his way to the top as Coco Chanel did, but his talent is no less worthy and his
legacy as one of the world's greatest designers is no less deserving. 'My dream? To make women
happier and more beautiful.' As seen on Living in Fifties Fashion, 'Salute Mr Dior'
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Fashion Design Reference & Specification Book Jay
Calderin, Laura Volpintesta, 2013-07 Guides students and professionals through the fashion design
process, from creating a garment to marketing it, in an updated edition that includes new
information on digital technology, portfolio building, and other industry topics.
  the little dictionary of fashion: The Little Black Dress and Zoot Suits Alison Behnke,
2012-01-01 Looks at the different modes of dress in America in the mid twentieth century, from
every day clothes to high fashion.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Christian Dior Hannah Rogers, 2025-03-25 “This pretty,
illustrated volume dives into all sorts of classic style principles inspired by Dior and will look lovely
on display.” —Cosmopolitan Transform your everyday style based on timeless wisdom of iconic
designer Christian Dior with this practical guide to romantic elegance. Christian Dior: The Style
Principles is an illustrated guide that draws inspiration from the iconic French fashion designer’s
legacy of quality over quantity and emphasizing the importance of individuality. The book offers
accessible ideas on how to achieve Dior’s style with silhouettes, patterns, prints, midi skirts,
handbags, and gold jewelry. You’ll learn how to embrace your waist, channel your inner princess,
and discover your color palette. It further explores the world of makeup and perfumes, offering
advice on finding your signature scent, maintaining manageable hair, and wearing fresh-looking
makeup and polished nails. Ultimately, this book is not just about fashion; it’s about self-expression
and feeling like your best self every single day. It’s about understanding the impact of a visionary
fashion architect and master couturier and serves as a fashion lover’s dream guide to dress in the
style of Dior.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Clothing and Fashion José Blanco F., Patricia Kay Hunt-Hurst,
Heather Vaughan Lee, Mary Doering, 2015-11-23 This unique four-volume encyclopedia examines
the historical significance of fashion trends, revealing the social and cultural connections of clothing
from the precolonial times to the present day. This sweeping overview of fashion and apparel covers
several centuries of American history as seen through the lens of the clothes we wear—from the
Native American moccasin to Manolo Blahnik's contribution to stiletto heels. Through four detailed
volumes, this work delves into what people wore in various periods in our country's past and



why—from hand-crafted family garments in the 1600s, to the rough clothing of slaves, to the
sophisticated textile designs of the 21st century. More than 100 fashion experts and clothing
historians pay tribute to the most notable garments, accessories, and people comprising design and
fashion. The four volumes contain more than 800 alphabetical entries, with each volume
representing a different era. Content includes fascinating information such as that beginning in
1619 through 1654, every man in Virginia was required to plant a number of mulberry trees to
support the silk industry in England; what is known about the clothing of enslaved African
Americans; and that there were regulations placed on clothing design during World War II. The set
also includes color inserts that better communicate the visual impact of clothing and fashion across
eras.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Pop Culture in Europe Juliana Tzvetkova, 2017-10-12 A
fascinating survey of popular culture in Europe, from Celtic punk and British TV shows to Spanish
fashion and Italian sports. From One Direction and Adele to Penelope Cruz and Alexander
Skarsgard, many Europeans are becoming household names in the United States. This
ready-reference guide covers international pop culture spanning music, literature, movies, television
and radio, the Internet, sports, video games, and fashion, from the mid-20th century through the
present day. The organization of the book—with entries arranged alphabetically within thematic
chapters—allows readers to quickly find the topic they are seeking. Additionally, indexing allows for
cross-cultural comparisons to be made between pop culture in Europe to that of the United States.
An extensive chronology and lengthy introduction provide important contextual information, such as
the United States' influence on movies, music, and the Internet; the effect of censorship on Internet
and social media use; and the history of pop culture over the years. Topics feature key musicians,
songs, books, actors and actresses, movies and television shows, popular websites, top athletes,
games, clothing fads and designers, and much more.
  the little dictionary of fashion: American Milliners and their World Nadine Stewart,
2021-01-14 Studies of millinery tend to focus on hats, rather than the extraordinarily skilled workers
who create them. American Milliners and their World sets out to redress the balance, examining the
position of the milliner in American society from the 18th to the 20th century. Concentrating on the
struggle of female hat-makers to claim their social place, it investigates how they were influenced by
changing attitudes towards women in the workplace. Drawing on diaries, etiquette books, trade
journals and contemporary literature, Stewart illustrates how making hats became big business, but
milliners' working conditions failed to improve. Taking the reader from the Industrial Revolution of
the 1760s to the sexual revolution of the 1960s, and from Belle Epoque feathers to elegant cloches
and Jackie Kennedy's pillbox hat, the book offers a new insight into the rise and fall of a fashionable
industry. Beautifully illustrated and packed with original research, American Milliners and their
World blends fashion history and anthropology to tell the forgotten stories of the women behind
some of the most iconic hats of the last three centuries.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Dress and Identity in America Daniel Delis Hill, 2023-12-14
Dress and Identity in America is an examination of the conservatism and materialism that swept
across the country in the late 1940s through the 1950s-a backlash to the wartime tumult, privations,
and social upheavals of the Second World War. The study looks at how American men sought to
recapture a masculine identity from a generation earlier, that of the stoic patriarch, breadwinner,
and dutiful father, and in the process, became the men in the gray flannel suits who were
complacently conventional and conformist. Parallel to that is a look at how American women, who
had donned pants and went to work in wartime munitions factories or joined services like the WACS
and WAVES, were now expected to stay at home as housewives and mothers, dressed in cinched,
ultrafeminine New Look fashions. As the Space Age dawned, their baby boom children rejected the
conventions of their elders and experimented with their own ideas of identity and dress in an
emerging era of counterculture revolutions.
  the little dictionary of fashion: The World According to Colour James Fox, 2021-10-07
'Extraordinary. An intellectual feast as well as a visual one' Edmund de Waal, author of The Hare



with Amber Eyes The world comes to us in colour. But colour lives as much in our imaginations as it
does in our surroundings, as this scintillating book reveals. Each chapter immerses the reader in a
single colour, drawing together stories from the histories of art and humanity to illuminate the
meanings it has been given over the eras and around the globe. Showing how artists, scientists,
writers, philosophers, explorers and inventors have both shaped and been shaped by these
wonderfully myriad meanings, James Fox reveals how, through colour, we can better understand
their cultures, as well as our own. Each colour offers a fresh perspective on a different epoch, and
together they form a vivid, exhilarating history of the world. 'We have projected our hopes, anxieties
and obsessions onto colour for thousands of years,' Fox writes. 'The history of colour, therefore, is
also a history of humanity.'
  the little dictionary of fashion: Girl in Dior Annie Goetzinger, 2015-03-01 Winner of: YALSA
2016 Great Graphic Novels for Teens In February of 1947, the crÈme de la crÈme of Paris haute
couture have flocked to see Christian Dior's debut fashion show. In a flurry of corolla shaped skirts,
the parade of models file down the runway and the mesmerized audience declares the show a
triumph. When Clara—a freshly hired chronicler and guide to the busy corridors of the brand-new
fashion house—is hand-picked by Dior to be a model, she knows her life will never be the same. A
biography docudrama that marries fiction with the story of one of the greatest couturiers in history,
this work is a breathless and stunning presentation of Christian Dior's greatest designs, beautifully
rendered by bestselling artist Annie Goetzinger.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Skirts Kimberly Chrisman-Campbell, 2022-09-06 In a
sparkling, beautifully illustrated social history, Skirts traces the shifting roles of women over the
twentieth century through the era’s most iconic and influential dresses. While the story of women’s
liberation has often been framed by the growing acceptance of pants over the twentieth century, the
most important and influential female fashions of the era featured skirts. Suffragists and soldiers
marched in skirts; the heroines of the Civil Rights Movement took a stand in skirts. Frida Kahlo and
Georgia O’Keeffe revolutionized modern art and Marie Curie won two Nobel Prizes in skirts. When
NASA put a man on the moon, “the computer wore a skirt,” in the words of one of those computers,
mathematician Katherine G. Johnson. As women made strides towards equality in the vote, the
workforce, and the world at large, their wardrobes evolved with them. They did not need to wear the
pants to be powerful or progressive; the dress itself became modern as designers like Mariano
Fortuny, Coco Chanel, Jean Patou, and Diane von Furstenberg redefined femininity for a new era.
Kimberly Chrisman-Campbell's Skirts looks at the history of twentieth-century womenswear through
the lens of game-changing styles like the little black dress and the Bar Suit, as well as more obscure
innovations like the Taxi dress or the Pop-Over dress, which came with a matching potholder. These
influential garments illuminate the times in which they were first worn—and the women who wore
them—while continuing to shape contemporary fashion and even opening the door for a genderfluid
future of skirts. At once an authoritative work of history and a delightfully entertaining romp
through decades of fashion, Skirts charts the changing fortunes, freedoms, and aspirations of women
themselves.
  the little dictionary of fashion: Made For Each Other Bronwyn Cosgrave, 2008-12-02 At the
Academy Awards, the answer to who wore what matters just as much as who won what. Focusing on
the actresses nominated for Oscars and a few seminal presenters, Made for Each Other traces the
fashion trends of the widely watched Oscar ceremony. From the splendor of Vivien Leigh to the
spare war-era chic of Ingrid Bergman, from the arresting glamor of Marlene Dietrich to Barbra
Streisand's daring sequined Arnold Scaasi pantsuit, Bronwyn Cosgrave delivers a revealing account
of the entertainers who have helped shape the look of the Academy Awards and the international
couturiers and behind-the-scenes fashion players on whom they've relied. Delving deep into the
partnerships that have defined Oscar fashion-Claudette Colbert and Travis Banton; Grace Kelly and
Edith Head; Audrey Hepburn and Hubert de Givenchy; Elizabeth Taylor and Helen Rose; Liza Minelli
and Halston; Cher and Bob Mackie; Jodie Foster and Georgio Armani; Nicole Kidman and John
Galliano; Hilary Swank and Randolph Duke-Cosgrave demonstrates that from the beginning fashion



was as integral to Oscar night as the films it celebrated. In a package befitting the glamorous
subject, Made for Each Other includes previously unseen sketches of Oscar dresses by legendary
couturiers, rare vintage photographs, and fashion illustrations of key dresses created especially for
this book. For fashionistas and film buffs alike, Made for Each Other is a must have for anyone
interested in this perfect pairing.
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