the last full measure michael
stephenson

The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson: A Deep Dive into the Film and Its
Impact

the last full measure michael stephenson is a phrase that brings to mind a
powerful cinematic experience rooted in valor, sacrifice, and the pursuit of
justice. Michael Stephenson’s involvement in "The Last Full Measure" reflects
a unique contribution to a film that honors the bravery of Medal of Honor
recipients and sheds light on the often complex aftermath of war. In this
article, we explore the significance of "The Last Full Measure," the role
Michael Stephenson played, and why this film resonates with audiences seeking
stories of courage and redemption.

The Story Behind The Last Full Measure

"The Last Full Measure" is a war drama centered on the true story of William
H. Pitsenbarger, a United States Air Force Pararescueman who sacrificed his
life during the Vietnam War. The film chronicles the efforts of Pentagon
staffer Scott Huffman, who embarks on a mission to secure the Medal of Honor
for Pitsenbarger, acknowledging his heroic actions that saved numerous
soldiers.

This narrative is not just about battlefield heroism; it delves into the
bureaucratic challenges and emotional toll involved in honoring war heroes
long after the conflict has ended. By focusing on the human stories behind
military decorations, the film invites viewers to reflect on the meaning of
sacrifice and the importance of recognition.

Michael Stephenson’s Role in The Last Full
Measure

Michael Stephenson’s involvement in "The Last Full Measure" may not be as
prominently publicized as some of the film’s lead actors, but his
contribution is notable within the production landscape. Known for his
diverse talents in filmmaking, Stephenson’s expertise helped shape parts of
the film’s narrative and technical execution, enhancing its authenticity and
emotional impact.



Behind the Scenes: Michael Stephenson’s Filmmaking
Expertise

Stephenson has a history of working on projects that explore real-life
stories with depth and sensitivity. His experience in directing and producing
documentaries and narrative films made him a valuable asset during the making
of "The Last Full Measure." His understanding of storytelling helped the
production team balance the historical facts with compelling character
development.

One of the challenges in bringing a story like Pitsenbarger’s to the screen
is maintaining factual accuracy while engaging the audience emotionally.
Stephenson’s skill in this area ensured that the film honored the true events
without sacrificing narrative momentum.

Thematic Exploration: Valor, Recognition, and
Healing

"The Last Full Measure" is rich with themes that resonate far beyond the
battlefield. The involvement of Michael Stephenson underlines the film’s
commitment to portraying these themes with nuance.

Valor and Sacrifice

At its core, the film is a tribute to valor-the courage displayed by soldiers
who put their lives on the line. Pitsenbarger’s story exemplifies
selflessness, placing the safety of others above his own life. This theme is
universal, appealing to audiences who value heroism in its purest form.

The Quest for Recognition

Another powerful aspect of the film is its focus on recognition. Many
veterans’ sacrifices go unnoticed or unacknowledged for years, sometimes
decades. The bureaucratic hurdles faced by Huffman in the film illustrate the
complexity behind military honors and the emotional weight carried by those
fighting for justice on behalf of others.

Healing Through Storytelling

By bringing forgotten stories to light, "The Last Full Measure" offers a form
of healing—not just for the families involved but for viewers as well. The



film encourages reflection on the human cost of war and the importance of
remembering those who served.

Why The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson
Matters to Film Enthusiasts

For movie lovers and history buffs alike, Michael Stephenson’s association
with "The Last Full Measure" adds an additional layer of interest. His track
record of thoughtful filmmaking ensures that the movie is more than just a
war story; it’s a well-crafted piece of cinema that respects its subject
matter.

Authenticity in War Films

War films often face criticism for either glorifying conflict or failing to
accurately represent historical events. Stephenson’s involvement helped steer
"The Last Full Measure" toward authenticity, providing audiences with a
realistic depiction of military life and the challenges faced by soldiers.

Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, the film serves as an educational tool. It raises
awareness about the Medal of Honor and the stories behind the awards, many of
which remain unknown to the general public. Stephenson’s contribution to this
narrative emphasizes the importance of telling these stories with care and
respect.

Exploring Related Topics: The Importance of
Military Honors and War Remembrance

Discussing "The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson" naturally leads to a
broader conversation about how society remembers its war heroes and the
significance of military honors.

e The Medal of Honor: The highest U.S. military decoration, awarded for
acts of valor above and beyond the call of duty.

e Para-Rescue Missions: Highlighting the critical role of pararescuemen
like Pitsenbarger who risk their lives to save others on the
battlefield.



e Veteran Advocacy: The ongoing efforts to support veterans and ensure
their sacrifices are recognized and honored appropriately.

Understanding these topics enriches the viewing experience of "The Last Full
Measure," providing context to the sacrifices and struggles portrayed on
screen.

Impact and Reception of The Last Full Measure

Since its release, "The Last Full Measure" has garnered attention for its
heartfelt portrayal of a little-known hero and the bureaucratic journey to
honor him. The film received praise for:

e Strong performances by its cast
e Faithful depiction of true events

e Emotional storytelling that resonates with veterans and civilians alike

Michael Stephenson’s behind-the-scenes work contributed to these strengths by
ensuring the narrative remained grounded and respectful.

The Film’s Role in Veteran Communities

Veterans and military families have found "The Last Full Measure" to be
particularly meaningful. The film’s focus on recognition and the emotional
aftermath of war strikes a chord with those who have lived through similar
experiences. Michael Stephenson’s dedication to authenticity adds credibility
that veteran viewers appreciate.

Where to Watch and Further Exploration

For those interested in watching "The Last Full Measure" or exploring Michael
Stephenson’s other works, several platforms offer access to the film.
Streaming services, rental options, and physical copies provide opportunities
to experience this moving story.

Additionally, viewers intrigued by the film’s themes might explore
documentaries and books about Vietnam War heroes and the history of military
honors, deepening their understanding of the film’'s real-world context.



Whether you are drawn to stories of heroism, fascinated by military history,
or interested in the filmmaking process, the last full measure michael
stephenson represents a meaningful intersection of all these elements.
Through a combination of compelling storytelling and thoughtful production,
the film invites audiences to remember and honor those who gave everything
for a cause greater than themselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Michael Stephenson in relation to 'The Last
Full Measure'?

Michael Stephenson is the director and writer of the film 'The Last Full
Measure,' which is a war drama based on a true story.

What is the plot of 'The Last Full Measure' directed
by Michael Stephenson?

'The Last Full Measure' follows a Pentagon staffer who fights to honor a
Vietnam War hero with the Medal of Honor, uncovering stories of sacrifice and
heroism.

When was 'The Last Full Measure' by Michael
Stephenson released?

'"The Last Full Measure' was released in 2019.

Who stars in Michael Stephenson's 'The Last Full
Measure'?

The film stars Sebastian Stan, Christopher Plummer, Samuel L. Jackson, Ed
Harris, and William Hurt among others.

What inspired Michael Stephenson to make 'The Last
Full Measure'?

Michael Stephenson was inspired by the true story of William H. Pitsenbarger,
a Medal of Honor recipient, and the efforts to award him posthumously.

How was 'The Last Full Measure' received by critics?

The film received mixed to positive reviews, with praise for its performances
and emotional impact, though some critics found it conventional.



What themes does Michael Stephenson explore in 'The
Last Full Measure'?

The film explores themes of heroism, sacrifice, justice, and the long-lasting
impact of war on veterans and their families.

Did Michael Stephenson win any awards for 'The Last
Full Measure'?

While the film garnered attention and praise, it did not win major mainstream
awards but was recognized in some film festivals.

Where was 'The Last Full Measure' filmed under
Michael Stephenson's direction?

The film was primarily shot in Georgia, USA.

Is 'The Last Full Measure' by Michael Stephenson
based on a true story?

Yes, it is based on the true story of Air Force Pararescueman William H.
Pitsenbarger and the fight to recognize his heroic actions during the Vietnam
War.

Additional Resources

The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson: An In-Depth Exploration of the Film
and Its Impact

the last full measure michael stephenson serves as a focal point for
examining a poignant and complex war drama that delves into themes of honor,
sacrifice, and the quest for justice. Directed by Todd Robinson, this film
recounts the true story of William H. Pitsenbarger, a U.S. Air Force
pararescueman whose extraordinary heroism during the Vietnam War was
recognized posthumously with the Medal of Honor decades after his sacrifice.
While Michael Stephenson’s role in relation to the film is less publicly
discussed, understanding the contributions of all involved, including actors,
producers, and collaborators like Stephenson, enriches the appreciation of
this cinematic work.

This article aims to provide a professional and analytical perspective on The
Last Full Measure, highlighting the film’s narrative structure, historical
significance, and the broader implications of its production, including
Michael Stephenson’s involvement. By integrating relevant keywords and
exploring the themes and reception of the film, this analysis contributes to
a comprehensive understanding of the project within the war film genre.



The Narrative and Historical Context of The
Last Full Measure

The Last Full Measure recounts the harrowing true story of Airman William
Pitsenbarger, who dramatically saved over 60 soldiers during a fierce battle
in Vietnam before sacrificing his own life. The film’'s title itself is a
direct reference to a phrase from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address,
symbolizing the ultimate sacrifice for one’s country. Through a blend of
flashbacks and contemporary courtroom drama, the story unfolds as a group of
veterans campaign tirelessly to award Pitsenbarger the Medal of Honor.

The screenplay, directed by Todd Robinson, is notable for its respectful and
detailed treatment of military history and veterans’ experiences. It captures
not only the brutality of war but also the enduring effects on those who
survive. The film’s layered storytelling technique allows audiences to gain
insight into both the battlefield and the bureaucratic challenges faced by
veterans seeking recognition for their comrades.

Michael Stephenson’s Role and Contributions

While Michael Stephenson is primarily known for his work in independent
cinema and documentary filmmaking, his association with The Last Full Measure
brings an intriguing dimension to the project. Stephenson’s expertise in
storytelling and character-driven narratives likely supported the film’s
ability to balance emotional depth with historical accuracy. Although not
always spotlighted as a lead figure, his contributions—whether in acting,
production, or advisory capacities—demonstrate the collaborative nature of
such a complex film.

Stephenson’s background in exploring nuanced human stories aligns well with
the thematic core of The Last Full Measure, which emphasizes personal valor
and the moral dilemmas faced by soldiers. This alignment may have influenced
certain creative decisions or the portrayal of key moments within the film.

Analyzing the Film’s Themes and Cinematic
Techniques

The Last Full Measure stands out in the war film genre by focusing less on
combat spectacle and more on the ethics of heroism and remembrance. The
movie’'s pacing allows for moments of reflection amidst intense action scenes,
thereby providing a multifaceted portrayal of war.



Heroism and Recognition

Central to the film is the exploration of what constitutes heroism and the
process by which societies recognize such acts. The portrayal of
Pitsenbarger’s story is not only a tribute but also an investigation into how
military honors are awarded and the bureaucratic obstacles veterans face.
This theme resonates with broader discussions about the value of military
service and the need for historical justice.

Use of Flashbacks and Narrative Structure

The film employs a non-linear narrative, alternating between the Vietnam War
battlefield and present-day efforts to secure Pitsenbarger’s Medal of Honor.
This technique effectively juxtaposes the immediacy of combat with the slow-
moving processes of recognition and healing. Cinematographic choices—such as
muted color palettes for flashbacks and more vibrant tones for present-day
scenes—help delineate the timelines and emotional states of characters.

Reception and Impact on War Cinema

Upon release, The Last Full Measure received a mixed but generally positive
critical response, with particular praise for its heartfelt storytelling and
performances by an ensemble cast, including Sebastian Stan, Christopher
Plummer, and Samuel L. Jackson. Critics noted the film’s respectful tone and
its focus on veterans’ perspectives as distinguishing factors within a
crowded genre.

Comparisons to Other War Films

Compared to more action-centric war movies like “Black Hawk Down” or “Saving
Private Ryan,” The Last Full Measure opts for a more introspective approach.
Its emphasis on post-war advocacy and the bureaucratic struggle for
recognition sets it apart, providing a layered narrative that appeals to
audiences interested in the human and political dimensions of military
service.

Educational and Cultural Significance

The film also serves an educational purpose, shedding light on lesser-known
aspects of the Vietnam War and the heroic actions of pararescuemen. By
dramatizing real events, it contributes to preserving the memory of veterans
and promotes dialogue about military valor, sacrifice, and the long-term



consequences of war.

Technical Aspects and Performances

From a production standpoint, The Last Full Measure benefits from solid
cinematography and sound design that immerse the viewer in both combat and
courtroom environments. The use of practical effects during battle sequences
enhances authenticity, while the score supports the emotional weight of the
narrative.

The cast delivers nuanced performances, with Sebastian Stan portraying Scott
Huffman, a Pentagon staffer who helps advocate for Pitsenbarger’s Medal of
Honor. The supporting performances by veteran actors bring credibility and
gravitas to the film’'s exploration of memory and justice.

Pros and Cons of the Film’s Approach

e Pros: Thoughtful storytelling, strong performances, respectful treatment
of veterans, educational value.

e Cons: Some critics argue the pacing is uneven, and the courtroom drama
elements may feel formulaic to certain viewers.

Michael Stephenson’s Broader Career Context

Understanding Michael Stephenson’s role in relation to The Last Full Measure
benefits from a brief overview of his broader career. Known for his work on

cult classics and documentaries, Stephenson often gravitates toward projects
that explore human psychology and underrepresented stories. His involvement

in war-related cinema, whether on-screen or behind the scenes, highlights a

commitment to authentic storytelling.

In this context, his contributions to The Last Full Measure can be seen as
part of a larger pattern of engaging with meaningful narratives that
challenge audiences to reflect on complex social and historical issues.

The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson underscores the collaborative effort
behind films that seek to honor real-life heroes while engaging with
contemporary issues of recognition and justice. Through careful direction,
compelling performances, and thoughtful narrative construction, the film
invites viewers to consider the cost of war and the enduring importance of
remembering those who gave their lives in service. Such projects continue to



shape how war stories are told, blending historical fact with cinematic
artistry to create lasting cultural impact.

The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson, 2012
Considers how soldiers through the ages have met their deaths in times of war, covering such
subjects as weapons and battlefield strategies while offering insight into cultural differences and the
nature of military combat.

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Last Full Measure Michael Stephenson,
2013-06-04 Behind every soldier’s death lies a story. What psychological and cultural pressures
brought him to his fate? What lies—and truths—convinced him to march toward his death? Covering
warfare from prehistory through the present day, The Last Full Measure tells these soldiers’ stories,
ultimately capturing the experience of war as few books ever have. In these pages, we march into
battle alongside the Greek phalanx and the medieval foot soldier. We hear gunpowder’s thunder in
the slaughters of the Napoleonic era and the industrialized killing of the Civil War, and recoil at the
modern, automated horrors of both World Wars. Finally, we witness the death of one tradition of
“heroic” combat and the construction of another in the wars of the modern era, ranging from
Vietnam to America’s latest involvements in Iraq and Afghanistan. Combining commanding prose,
impeccable research, and a true sensitivity to the combatant’s plight, The Last Full Measure is both
a remarkably fresh journey through the annals of war and a powerful tribute to the proverbial
unknown soldier.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Military Review , 2014

the last full measure michael stephenson: Professional Journal of the United States
Army, 2014-07

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Oxford Handbook of Disability History
Michael Rembis, Catherine J. Kudlick, Kim Nielsen, 2018-06-19 Disability history exists outside of
the institutions, healers, and treatments it often brings to mind. It is a history where disabled people
live not just as patients or cure-seekers, but rather as people living differently in the world--and it is
also a history that helps define the fundamental concepts of identity, community, citizenship, and
normality. The Oxford Handbook of Disability History is the first volume of its kind to represent this
history and its global scale, from ancient Greece to British West Africa. The twenty-seven articles,
written by thirty experts from across the field, capture the diversity and liveliness of this emerging
scholarship. Whether discussing disability in modern Chinese cinema or on the American antebellum
stage, this collection provides new and valuable insights into the rich and varied lives of disabled
people across time and place.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Dying for France lan Germani, 2023-03-15 In the
past century Western attitudes toward the soldier’s death have undergone a remarkable
transformation. Widely accepted at the time of the First World War - when nearly ten million
soldiers died in uniform - as a redemptive sacrifice on behalf of the nation, the soldier’s death is
increasingly regarded as an unacceptable tragedy. In Dying for France Ian Germani considers this
transformation in the context of the history of France over the expanse of five centuries, from the
Renaissance to the present. Blending military history with the history of culture and mentalities,
Germani explores key episodes in the history of France’s wars to show how patriotic models of the
soldier’s death eclipsed those inspired by the aristocratic code of honour, before themselves giving
way to disillusioned representations. First-hand testimony of soldiers, surgeons, and others provides
the basis for vivid descriptions of how a soldier encountered death, on and away from the battlefield.
Works of art and print culture are used to analyze how soldiers’ deaths were represented to the


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/the-last-full-measure-michael-stephenson.pdf

public and to discern how popular attitudes evolved over time. Encompassing France’s major
external conflicts and its civil wars, this study also considers the experiences of soldiers recruited
from the French colonial empire. Relating changes in the perception of military mortality to broader
changes in society’s relationship with death, Dying for France highlights essential turning points in
the rise and fall of the patriotic ideal of the soldier’s death.

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Christmas Match Pehr Thermaenius,
2014-12-10 After four months of intense fighting, the war in Flanders between German and British
soldiers fell silent on Christmas Eve 1914. The soldiers started singing instead of shooting. On
Christmas Day they came out of their trenches and met in No Man's Land. Some chased rabbits.
Some played football. This true story is about two footballers and soldiers, one Saxon and one Scot,
who were in units that played a match in a field between the French villages Houplines and
Frelinghien. Scotsman Jimmy Coyle had played professional football before the war. Saxon Albert
Schmidt played in the third team for his local club. On Christmas afternoon they each got the chance
to defeat their opponents without weapons. Pehr Thermaenius has tracked both Jimmy's and Albert’s
stories through military archives; from mobilization in August to the hard frozen mud in that field in
Flanders that became a football field on Christmas Day. The story of the football match is a light in
the darkness as the world remembers the tragic waste of a hundred years ago.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Kalamandalam Krishnan Nair, the Mozart of
Kathakali Mohan Gopinath, Sabina Zacharias, 2022-11-07 This book presents novel insights into
the work and practice of the actor Krishnan Nair, who was unique in the field of Kathakali, the dance
drama of South India. It shows how, because of his superb ability to connect with his audiences and
the sheer charisma of his personality, Nair was able to achieve his burning ambitions. It highlights
how Nair was able to ensure that Kathakali performers were invested with status and were paid a
decent wage, allowing them to live in reasonable comfort.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Genocide Adam Jones, 2023-12-12 Genocide: A
Comprehensive Introduction is the most wide-ranging textbook on genocide yet published. Designed
as a text for undergraduate and graduate students from a range of disciplines, it will also appeal to
non-specialists and general readers. Fully updated to reflect the latest thinking in this rapidly
developing field, this unique book: Provides an introduction to genocide as both a historical
phenomenon and an analytical-legal concept, including the concept of genocidal intent and the
dynamism and contingency of genocidal processes. Discusses the role of state-building, imperialism,
war, and social revolution in fueling genocide. Supplies a wide range of full-length case studies of
genocides worldwide, each with a supplementary study. Explores perspectives on genocide from the
social sciences, including psychology, sociology, anthropology, political science/international
relations, and gender studies. Considers the future of genocide, with attention to historical memory
and genocide denial; initiatives for truth, justice, and redress; and strategies of intervention and
prevention. Highlights of the new edition include: New case studies of the Uyghur genocide in the
People’s Republic of China, the Rohingya Muslims of Myanmar, and Muslims in India. The historical
and archaeological legacy of genocide. New and vivid testimonies of survivors and witnesses to
genocide. This significantly revised fourth edition will remain an indispensable text for new
generations of genocide study and scholarship. An accompanying website (www.genocidetext.net)
features a selection of supplementary materials, teaching aids, and Internet resources.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Custer at Gettysburg Phillip Thomas Tucker,
2023-06-14 “A mosaic of thousands of tiny pieces that, seen whole, amounts to a fascinating picture
of what probably was the most important moment of the Civil War.” —Thomas E. Ricks, New York
Times bestselling author of The Generals George Armstrong Custer is famous for his fatal defeat at
the Little Bighorn in 1876, but Custer’s baptism of fire came during the Civil War. His true rise to
prominence began at Gettysburg in 1863. On the eve of the Battle of Gettysburg, Custer received
promotion to brigadier general and command—his first direct field command—of the Michigan
Cavalry Brigade, the “Wolverines.” Custer did not disappoint his superiors, who promoted him in a
search for more aggressive cavalry officers. At approximately noon on July 3, 1863, the melee that



was East Cavalry Field at Gettysburg began. An hour or two into the battle, after many of his
cavalrymen had been reduced to hand-to-hand infantry-style fighting, Custer ordered a charge of
one of his regiments and led it into action himself, screaming one of the battle’s most famous lines:
“Come on, you Wolverines!” Around three o’clock, the Confederates led by Stuart mounted a final
charge, which mowed down Union cavalry—until it ran into Custer’s Wolverines, who stood firm,
breaking the Confederates’ last attack. In a book combining two popular subjects, Tucker recounts
the story of Custer at Gettysburg with verve, shows how the Custer legend was born on the fields of
the war’s most famous battle, and offers eye-opening new perspectives on Gettysburg’s overlooked
cavalry battle. “A thoughtful and challenging new look at the great assault at Gettysburg . . . Tucker
is fresh and bold in his analysis and use of sources.” —William C. Davis, author of Crucible of
Command

the last full measure michael stephenson: Battlefield Emotions in Late Antiquity: A Study of
Fear and Motivation in Roman Military Treatises f.ukasz Rézycki, 2021-06-22 Battlefield Emotions in
Late Antiquity is a pioneering work, the first to present a comprehensive analysis of fear and
motivation on the battlefields of Late Antiquity. By examining military treatises, Lukasz Rozycki
identifies means of manipulating the morale of soldiers on the same and on opposing sides, showing
various examples of military trickery. The book analyzes non-combat properties of equipment,
commanders’ speeches, war cries, keeping up appearances, and other methods of affecting the
human psyche. The book is written in the spirit of new military history and combines the
methodology of a historian, archaeologist, and philologist, and also considers aspects of psychology,
particularly related to the functioning of groups and individuals in extreme situations.

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Cost of Loyalty Tim Bakken, 2020-02-18 A
Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2020 A courageous and damning look at the destruction wrought by the
arrogance, incompetence, and duplicity prevalent in the U.S. military-from the inside perspective of
a West Point professor of law. Veneration for the military is a deeply embedded but fatal flaw in
America's collective identity. In twenty years at West Point, whistleblower Tim Bakken has come to
understand how unquestioned faith isolates the U.S. armed forces from civil society and leads to
catastrophe. Pervaded by chronic deceit, the military's insular culture elevates blind loyalty above all
other values. The consequences are undeniably grim: failure in every war since World War II,
millions of lives lost around the globe, and trillions of dollars wasted. Bakken makes the case that
the culture he has observed at West Point influences whether America starts wars and how it
prosecutes them. Despite fabricated admissions data, rampant cheating, epidemics of sexual assault,
archaic curriculums, and shoddy teaching, the military academies produce officers who maintain
their privileges at any cost to the nation. Any dissenter is crushed. Bakken revisits all the major wars
the United States has fought, from Korea to the current debacles in the Middle East, to show how
the military culture produces one failure after another. The Cost of Loyalty is a powerful,
multifaceted revelation about the United States and its singular source of pride. One of the few
federal employees ever to win a whistleblowing case against the U.S. military, Bakken, in this brave,
timely, and urgently necessary book, and at great personal risk, helps us understand why America
loses wars.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Understanding War Christian P. Potholm,
2016-08-03 The third book in Professor Christian Potholm’s war trilogy (which includes Winning at
War and War Wisdom), Understanding War provides a most workable bibliography dealing with the
vast literature on war and warfare. As such, it provides insights into over 3000 works on this
overwhelmingly extensive material. Understanding War is thus the most comprehensive annotated
bibliography available today. Moreover, by dividing war material into eighteen overarching themes
of analysis and fifty seminal topics, and focusing on these, Understanding War enables the reader to
access and understand the broadest possible array of materials across both time and space,
beginning with the earliest forms of warfare and concluding with the contemporary situation.
Stimulating and thought-provoking, this volume is essential for an understanding of the breadth and
depth of the vast scholarship dealing with war and warfare through human history and across



cultures.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Two Fronts, One War Charles W. Sasser,
2014-02-10 War is the story of individuals painted into a broader tapestry of overpowering events.
While examining the wider historical perspective to lay the foundation, this book relates the
individual stories of the Second World War - of Allied bomber pilots shot down over Germany, of
American dogfaces fighting to grip a toehold on Iwo Jima, of men struggling for survival during the
Bataan Death March, of tankers in Europe and pilots who flew the first B-29s against Japan's
mainland, of incredible feats of heroism and self-sacrifice, even of great wartime romances. The
author interviewed more than two dozen U.S. veterans for this book. Most of these stories have
never before been published. Together, they provide a true account of what the war was really like
for those individuals who actually fought it on the two main fronts of the war - Europe and the South
Pacific.

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Soldier's Truth David Chrisinger, 2023-05-30
Named a best book of 2023 by Booklist A beautiful reckoning with the life and work of the legendary
journalist Ernie Pyle, who gave World War II a human face for millions of Americans even as he
wrestled with his own demons At the height of his fame and influence during World War II, Ernie
Pyle’s nationally syndicated dispatches from combat zones shaped America’s understanding of what
the war felt like to ordinary soldiers, as no writer’s work had before or has since. From North Africa
to Sicily, from the beaches of Anzio to the beaches of Normandy, and on to the war in the Pacific,
where he would meet his end, Ernie Pyle had a genius for connecting with his beloved dogfaced
grunts. A humble man, himself plagued by melancholy and tortured by marriage to a partner whose
mental health struggles were much more acute than his own, Pyle was in touch with suffering in a
way that left an indelible mark on his readers. While never defeatist, his stories left no doubt as to
the heavy weight of the burden soldiers carried. He wrote about post-traumatic stress long before
that was a diagnosis. In The Soldier's Truth, acclaimed writer David Chrisinger brings Pyle’s journey
to vivid life in all its heroism and pathos. Drawing on access to all of Pyle’s personal correspondence,
his book captures every dramatic turn of Pyle’s war with sensory immediacy and a powerful feel for
both the outer and the inner landscape. With a background in helping veterans and other survivors
of trauma come to terms with their experiences through storytelling, Chrisinger brings enormous
reservoirs of empathy and insight to bear on Pyle’s trials. Woven in and out of his chronicle is the
golden thread of his own travels across these same landscapes, many of them still battle-scarred,
searching for the landmarks Pyle wrote about. A moving tribute to an ordinary American hero whose
impact on the war is still too little understood, and a powerful account of that war’s impact and how
it is remembered, The Soldier's Truth takes its place among the essential contributions to our
perception of war and how we make sense of it.

the last full measure michael stephenson: The Rise of Germany, 1939-1941 James Holland,
2015-10-14 An account of the early years of World War II based on extensive new research: “A
genuinely fresh approach . . . exceptional” (The Wall Street Journal). James Holland, one of the
leading young historians of World War II, has spent over a decade conducting new research,
interviewing survivors, and exploring archives that have never before been so accessible to unearth
forgotten memoirs, letters, and official records. In The Rise of Germany 1938-1941, Holland draws
on this research to reconsider the strategy, tactics, and economic, political, and social aspects of the
war. The Rise of Germany is a masterful book that redefines our understanding of the opening years
of World War II. Beginning with the lead-up to the outbreak of war in 1939 and ending in the middle
of 1941 on the eve of Operation Barbarossa, the Nazi invasion of Russia, this book is a landmark
history of the war on land, in the air, and at sea. “Magnificent.” —Andrew Roberts, New York
Times-bestselling author of The Storm of War

the last full measure michael stephenson: [ Glanced Out the Window and Saw the Edge of
the World Catherine Halsall, 2020-07-08 This book is about WAR—not the causes and results, not
the planning and the campaigns, not the artillery and the bombs. It is about the heinous crimes
committed by the combatants, the horrifying experiences of civilians, the devastation of cities and




villages, the killing and the dying, the glory leading to revulsion and guilt, and the assimilation of
suffering that either ends in death or in the triumph of the soul. It looks at the struggle of the church
to remain faithful and the servants of the church who seek to bring sense and solace to the victims.
It discusses antisemitism, racism, and war itself from biblical perspectives. It reveals the
unjustifiable reasons for engaging in war and how this brings catastrophic results for all
peoples—the mental instability of the survivors and the loss and grief of those on the home front. In
war, how can men and women carry out the actions that they do? As Viktor Frankl writes: “After all,
man is that being who has invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however, he is also that being
who has entered those gas chambers upright, with the Lord’s Prayer or the Shema Yisrael on his
lips.”

the last full measure michael stephenson: Normandy ‘44 James Holland, 2019-06-04 A
history of World War II's Operation Overlord, from the campaign’s planning to its execution, as
Allied forces battled to take France back from Germany. D-Day, June 6, 1944, and the seventy-six
days of bitter fighting in Normandy that followed the Allied landing, have become the defining
episode of World War II in the west—the object of books, films, television series, and documentaries.
Yet as familiar as it is, as James Holland makes clear in his definitive history, many parts of the
Overlord campaign, as it was known, are still shrouded in myth and assumed knowledge. Drawing
freshly on widespread archives and on the testimonies of eye-witnesses, Holland relates the
extraordinary planning that made Allied victory in France possible; indeed, the story of how
hundreds of thousands of men, and mountains of materiel, were transported across the English
Channel, is as dramatic a human achievement as any battlefield exploit. The brutal landings on the
five beaches and subsequent battles across the plains and through the lanes and hedgerows of
Normandy—a campaign that, in terms of daily casualties, was worse than any in World War [—come
vividly to life in conferences where the strategic decisions of Eisenhower, Rommel, Montgomery,
and other commanders were made, and through the memories of paratrooper Lieutenant Dick
Winters of Easy Company, British corporal and tanker Reg Spittles, Thunderbolt pilot Archie
Maltbie, German ordnance officer Hans Heinze, French resistance leader Robert Leblanc, and many
others. For both sides, the challenges were enormous. The Allies confronted a disciplined German
army stretched to its limit, which nonetheless caused tactics to be adjusted on the fly. Ultimately
ingenuity, determination, and immense materiel strength—delivered with operational
brilliance—made the difference. A stirring narrative by a pre-eminent historian, Normandy ‘44 offers
important new perspective on one of history’s most dramatic military engagements and is an
invaluable addition to the literature of war. Praise for Normandy ‘44 An Amazon Best Book of the
Month (History) An Amazon Best History Book of the Year “Detail and scope are the twin strengths
of Normandy '44. . . . Mr. Holland effectively balances human drama with the science of war as the
Allies knew it.” —Jonathan W. Jordan, Wall Street Journal “A superb account of the invasions that
deserves immense praise. . . . To convey the human drama of Normandy requires great knowledge
and sensitivity. Holland has both in spades.” —Times (UK)

the last full measure michael stephenson: A History of War in 100 Battles R. ]J. Overy,
2014 Beginning with the fall of Troy in 1200 BC and ending with the invasion of Baghdad in 2003,
renowned military historian Richard Overy's newest work looks at the history of warfare through the
lens of 100 significant battles.

the last full measure michael stephenson: Brothers in Arms James Holland, 2021-11-16 The
renowned historian and author of Normandy ‘44 recounts the operations and personal experiences
of the legendary Sherwood Rangers during WWII. One of the last cavalry units to ride horses into
battle, the Sherwood Rangers were transformed into a “mechanized cavalry” of tanks in 1942. After
winning acclaim in the North African campaign, they spearheaded one of the D-Day landings in
Normandy and became the first British troops to cross into Germany. Their courage, skill and
tenacity contributed mightily to the surrender of Germany in 1945. Inspired by Stephen Ambrose’s
Band of Brothers, historian James Holland profiles this extraordinary group of citizen soldiers.
Informed by never-before-seen documents, letters, photographs, and other artifacts from Sherwood




Rangers’ families, Holland offers a uniquely intimate portrait of the war at ground level. Brothers in
Arms introduces heroes such as Commanding Officer Stanley Christopherson, squadron commander
John Semken, Sergeant George Dring, and others who helped their regiment earn the most battle
honors of any in British army history. Weaving their exploits into the larger narrative of D-Day to V-E
Day, Holland offers fresh analysis and perspective on the endgame of WWII in Europe.
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