the gun and the olive branch

The Gun and the Olive Branch: Symbols of Conflict and Peace

the gun and the olive branch have long stood as powerful symbols representing
two contrasting forces: conflict and peace. These icons are more than just
objects; they embody the duality of human nature, the constant tussle between
war and reconciliation. Throughout history, literature, and diplomacy, the
gun and the olive branch have been invoked to illustrate the delicate balance
between aggression and harmony, coercion and negotiation.

Understanding these symbols offers us deep insights into the human condition
and the ongoing efforts to resolve disputes without resorting to violence.
Let’s explore the origins, meanings, and cultural significance of the gun and
the olive branch, and see how they continue to influence modern discourse on
peace and conflict.

The Historical Origins of the Gun and the Olive
Branch

The Gun: A Symbol of Power and Defense

The gun, as a weapon, emerged prominently in the late Middle Ages with the
development of gunpowder and firearms. Over time, guns became synonymous with
military might, authority, and the capacity to exert force. They symbolize
the harsh realities of conflict — the readiness to defend oneself or to
impose one’s will through coercion.

Historically, the gun has been used not only in warfare but also in policing
and personal defense. Its presence can deter aggression but also escalate
tensions if wielded irresponsibly. The imagery of the gun often conveys
messages about power dynamics, control, and the potential for destruction.

The Olive Branch: An Ancient Emblem of Peace

In stark contrast, the olive branch has roots going back thousands of years
as a symbol of peace, victory, and goodwill. Ancient civilizations such as
the Greeks and Romans revered the olive tree for its practical and symbolic
value. Offering an olive branch became a universal gesture of truce or
reconciliation.

The olive branch’s peaceful connotation is deeply embedded in religious
texts, art, and diplomatic traditions. It represents hope, renewal, and the
desire to end hostilities through dialogue rather than force. Unlike the gun,
the olive branch invites cooperation and healing, making it a powerful
metaphor for conflict resolution.



The Gun and the Olive Branch in Literature and
Culture

Contrasting Symbols in Storytelling

Writers and artists have long used the gun and the olive branch to explore
themes of conflict and peace. Whether in novels, poetry, or films, these
symbols help convey the stakes of human struggles and the choices characters
face.

For example, in war literature, the gun often signifies survival or the
inevitability of violence, whereas the olive branch might embody the yearning
for harmony or the possibility of redemption. This dual imagery helps
audiences grasp the complexity of human emotions and the consequences of
decisions made in times of crisis.

Diplomacy and Political Messaging

In the realm of international relations, the phrase “offering the gun and the
olive branch” has sometimes been used to describe a strategy that combines
both threats and incentives. This dual approach aims to encourage adversaries
toward peaceful negotiations, while still signaling the capacity for force if
necessary.

The symbolism is potent in speeches, treaties, and propaganda. Leaders might
present the olive branch as a sincere offer of peace, while keeping the gun
visible to remind others of the consequences of refusal. This interplay of
symbols reflects the complex dance of diplomacy where firmness and
conciliation must coexist.

Modern Interpretations and Relevance

Balancing Security and Diplomacy

In today’s world, the gun and the olive branch remain relevant in discussions
about national security, conflict resolution, and peacebuilding. Governments

and organizations often grapple with how to strike the right balance between

military readiness and diplomatic outreach.

Understanding the metaphorical meanings behind these symbols helps
policymakers and the public appreciate the nuances of security strategies. It

encourages a mindset that values peace but acknowledges the need for defense,
making this duality a cornerstone of responsible governance.

Personal and Social Applications

Beyond politics, the gun and the olive branch can serve as metaphors in



everyday life. On a personal level, “the gun” might represent confrontation,
anger, or defensiveness, while “the olive branch” symbolizes forgiveness,
compromise, and empathy.

Recognizing these dynamics can improve interpersonal relationships by
reminding us when to stand firm and when to seek reconciliation. Whether
resolving conflicts at work, home, or in communities, the balance between
assertiveness and peace-making is crucial.

Lessons from the Gun and the Olive Branch

Why Both Symbols Matter

It’s tempting to view the gun and the olive branch as purely oppositional,

but their true power lies in their interdependence. The presence of the gun
often makes the olive branch’s offer more urgent and meaningful, while the

olive branch can reduce the need for the gun’s use.

This interrelation teaches important lessons about conflict management: peace
is not just the absence of war, but a proactive effort that sometimes
requires acknowledging and preparing for conflict. The dual symbolism
encourages a holistic approach—valuing peace while respecting the realities
of security.

Applying the Metaphor to Conflict Resolution
Strategies

For diplomats, negotiators, and peacemakers, the gun and the olive branch
metaphor can guide effective strategies:

e Assessment: Understand the underlying causes of conflict and the
interests of all parties involved.

e Communication: Utilize the olive branch to open dialogue and build
trust, showing genuine willingness to find common ground.

e Preparedness: Maintain a credible defense (the gun) to deter aggression
and protect peace efforts.

e Flexibility: Be ready to adjust tactics, alternating between firmness
and conciliation as situations evolve.

These insights help foster sustainable peace by combining strength with
empathy, a balance that is crucial in any conflict situation.



The Gun and the Olive Branch in Art and
Symbolism Today

Modern artists and activists continue to explore the powerful imagery of the
gun and the olive branch. Street murals, sculptures, and digital media often
juxtapose these symbols to provoke thought about violence and peace.
Campaigns for disarmament or conflict resolution frequently use the olive
branch to inspire hope, while the gun reminds audiences of the ongoing
dangers.

This artistic dialogue serves as a reminder that peace is an active pursuit,
not a passive state. By keeping both symbols in our collective consciousness,
societies can remain vigilant against the temptation of violence while
nurturing the possibilities of reconciliation.

The interplay of the gun and the olive branch offers a rich framework for
understanding how humanity navigates the complex terrain between conflict and
peace. These enduring symbols challenge us to reflect on our choices,
encouraging a world where strength and compassion coexist, guiding us toward
a more harmonious future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' about?

'The Gun and the Olive Branch' is a book by David Hirst that explores the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, providing historical context, analysis, and
perspectives on the ongoing struggle for peace in the region.

Who is the author of 'The Gun and the Olive Branch'?

The author of 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' is David Hirst, a British
journalist known for his extensive coverage of the Middle East.

When was 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' first
published?

'The Gun and the Olive Branch' was first published in 1977.

What themes are explored in 'The Gun and the Olive
Branch'?

The book explores themes such as conflict and violence, the quest for peace,
nationalism, historical grievances, and the complexities of Israeli and
Palestinian identities.

How does 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' portray the



Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

The book presents a detailed and balanced portrayal, highlighting the
suffering and perspectives of both Israelis and Palestinians, and emphasizing
the challenges in achieving a peaceful resolution.

Why is 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' still relevant
today?
The book remains relevant because it provides foundational historical context

and insights into the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which continues to shape
geopolitical dynamics in the Middle East.

Has 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' influenced peace
discussions?

Yes, the book has influenced scholars, policymakers, and activists by
offering a comprehensive understanding of the conflict, encouraging dialogue
and informed debate on peace efforts.

Are there updated editions of 'The Gun and the Olive
Branch'?

Yes, David Hirst has released updated editions to include recent developments
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and ongoing peace processes.

Where can I find 'The Gun and the Olive Branch' to
read?

'The Gun and the Olive Branch' is available in major bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, and in many public and university libraries.

Additional Resources

The Gun and the Olive Branch: Symbolism, History, and Modern Implications

the gun and the olive branch represent two diametrically opposed concepts
that have permeated human history, politics, and culture for centuries. These
symbols encapsulate the tension between conflict and peace, violence and
diplomacy, war and reconciliation. The juxtaposition of the gun and the olive
branch serves as a powerful metaphor used in everything from political
discourse to peace negotiations, reflecting the ongoing struggle between
force and dialogue in resolving disputes.

Historical Origins and Symbolic Meanings

The olive branch has been a universal emblem of peace since ancient times.
Rooted in Greco—-Roman traditions, the olive tree was sacred to Athena and
symbolized prosperity, victory, and reconciliation. The gesture of offering
an olive branch was understood as a sign of truce or goodwill, signaling a
desire to end hostilities. The Bible also references the olive branch,



notably in the story of Noah’s Ark, where a dove returns with an olive leaf,
indicating the floodwaters were receding and peace would soon return.

Conversely, the gun, as a symbol, is inherently tied to modern warfare and
the exertion of power through violence. Emerging prominently after the
invention of firearms in the late Middle Ages, guns have become synonymous
with conflict, defense, and coercion. Unlike the olive branch, which conveys
hope and conciliation, the gun often evokes fear, aggression, and the
readiness to engage in combat.

The Dichotomy in Political and Diplomatic Contexts

In international relations, "the gun and the olive branch" metaphor often
illustrates the dual strategy states adopt when managing conflicts. On one
hand, military strength and the threat of force (the gun) serve as deterrents
or tools of coercion. On the other, diplomatic efforts and peace initiatives
(the olive branch) aim to resolve disputes without bloodshed.

This dichotomy can be observed in Cold War politics, where the United States
and the Soviet Union simultaneously engaged in an arms race while pursuing
arms control agreements and diplomatic negotiations. The balance between
showing military might and extending olive branches through treaties was
critical in preventing direct confrontation.

Contemporary Relevance and Interpretations

Today, the symbolism of the gun and the olive branch continues to influence
global discourse, especially in conflict zones and peace-building efforts.
Governments, NGOs, and international organizations routinely face the
challenge of deciding when to rely on force and when to pursue dialogue.

Peacebuilding Efforts and Conflict Resolution

The olive branch remains a vital symbol in peacebuilding. Peace negotiations,
ceasefires, and reconciliation processes often begin with symbolic gestures
akin to offering an olive branch. These may include humanitarian aid,
diplomatic visits, or public declarations of intent to resolve disputes
peacefully.

However, the presence of the gun complicates such efforts. Armed groups and
state militaries wielding guns can undermine peace talks, as the threat or
use of force often disrupts or stalls negotiations. The challenge lies in
disarming or demobilizing combatants to create an environment conducive to
lasting peace.

The Gun as a Tool of Security and Control

While frequently associated with violence, the gun also plays a role in
maintaining security and order. For some states, a well-armed military is
essential for deterring aggression and protecting sovereignty. Similarly, law
enforcement agencies rely on firearms to uphold the rule of law.



Yet, the proliferation of guns, especially in fragile regions, can exacerbate
conflicts. The accessibility of firearms increases the risk of violence
escalating quickly, making the quest for peace more complex. International
efforts, such as arms control treaties and disarmament programs, attempt to
regulate and reduce the presence of guns in conflict zones.

Balancing Force and Diplomacy: The Ongoing
Challenge

The interplay between the gun and the olive branch is not a zero-sum game but
rather a dynamic balance. Policymakers must carefully weigh the pros and cons
of employing force versus pursuing diplomacy.

Pros of the Gun: Provides security, deters aggression, enforces laws.

Cons of the Gun: Can escalate conflicts, lead to civilian casualties,
fuel arms races.

Pros of the Olive Branch: Encourages dialogue, builds trust, fosters
reconciliation.

Cons of the Olive Branch: May be perceived as weakness, can be exploited
by bad actors, slow to yield results.

This balance is evident in peacekeeping missions, where military forces
provide security while mediators and diplomats engage in dialogue. Achieving
peace often requires a sequential approach: establishing security (the gun)
followed by confidence-building and negotiation (the olive branch).

Case Studies: The Gun and the Olive Branch in Action

Several historical and contemporary examples illustrate this complex
relationship:

1. The Northern Ireland Peace Process: After decades of violent conflict,
the Good Friday Agreement succeeded through a combination of British
military presence and sustained diplomatic efforts, symbolizing the
duality of the gun and the olive branch.

2. The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Periodic escalations of violence
(guns) alternate with peace talks and ceasefires (olive branches),
highlighting the fragile nature of balancing force and diplomacy.

3. The Colombian Peace Process: The disarmament of FARC rebels and
subsequent negotiations demonstrate how moving from armed conflict to
peaceful resolution relies heavily on extending olive branches backed by
credible security guarantees.



The Gun and the Olive Branch in Cultural and
Media Representations

Beyond politics and diplomacy, the imagery of the gun and the olive branch
appears in literature, art, and media as a metaphor for conflict resolution.
Films and novels often depict characters torn between violence and peace,
embodying the tension these symbols represent.

In editorial cartoons and political commentary, the gun and olive branch
juxtaposition serves as a succinct visual shorthand for debates about
military intervention versus diplomacy. This imagery resonates because it
taps into a universally understandable theme: the human struggle to choose
between war and peace.

The continued relevance of the gun and the olive branch metaphor underscores
the enduring nature of these issues in global affairs. As conflicts evolve
and new challenges emerge, the dialogue between force and conciliation
remains central to how societies navigate their differences and seek
stability.

The Gun And The Olive Branch

the gun and the olive branch: The Gun and the Olive Branch David Hirst, 2003 More than
a decade before Israel's New Historians revolutionized the study of Israeli history, English journalist
David Hirst wrote The Gun and the Olive Branch, a classic, myth-breaking general history of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Hirst, former Middle East correspondent of the Guardian, traces the
origins of the terrible conflict back to the 1880s to show how Arab violence, although often cruel and
fanatical, is a response to the challenge of repeated aggression. The Gun and the Olive Branch is an
absorbing, potentially controversial, history of the Middle Eastern conflict that is indispensable to
anyone with an interest in world politics and by partisans of both sides. This classic and
controversial account of the origins of the Middle East conflict returns to print updated with a
lengthy introduction that reflects on the course of recent Middle Eastern history—especially the
abortive Israeli-Palestinian peace process and 9/11.

the gun and the olive branch: The Gun and the Olive Branch David Hirst, 1984 Narrates the
history of the conflict between Jews and Arabs in Palestine since the 1880s, when the first Zionist
pioneers came to Palestine

the gun and the olive branch: The Case Against Israel Michael Neumann, 2005 A measured
but relentless assessment of the long struggle between Zionists and Palestinians.

the gun and the olive branch: Fateful Triangle Noam Chomsky, 2015-02-17 A
comprehensive indictment of what Noam Chomsky calls the disgraceful and extremely dangerous
policy the US has enacted towards Israel.

the gun and the olive branch: Once Upon a Country Sari Nusseibeh, Anthony David,
2015-09-22 A Palestinian intellectual, politician, and peace activist documents his displaced life in
the region in this “captivating” memoir (The Washington Post). A New York Times Book Review
Editors’ Choice “One of the best personal accounts of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict ever written. . . .
A fascinating and deeply intelligent memoir.” —Ethan Booker, The New York Times A teacher, a
scholar, a philosopher, and an eyewitness to history, Sari Nusseibeh is one of our most urgent and
articulate authorities on the conflict in the Middle East. From his time teaching side by side with
Israelis at the Hebrew University through his appointment by Yasir Arafat to administer the Arab


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/the-gun-and-the-olive-branch.pdf

Jerusalem, he has held fast to the principles of freedom and equality for all, and his story dramatizes
the consequences of war, partition, and terrorism as few other books have done. This autobiography
brings rare depth and compassion to the story of his country. “Terrific . . . highly recommended for
those who want to appreciate the dilemma of the Palestinian democrat.” —Christopher Hitchens,
Slate “Once Upon a Country is a subtle, sad, and humorous memoir that casts a fresh light on the
Israeli-Palestinian tragedy and a vivid picture of Palestinian society as well.” —Amos Oz, author of A
Tale of Love and Darkness

the gun and the olive branch: The War of the Rebellion United States. War Department,
1891

the gun and the olive branch: The War of the Rebellion: v. 1-53 [serial no. 1-111]
Formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of the first seizures of United States property
in the southern states, and of all military operations in the field, with the correspondence,
order and returns relating specially thereto. 1880-1898. 111 v United States. War
Department, 1891 Official records produced by the armies of the United States and the Confederacy,
and the executive branches of their respective governments, concerning the military operations of
the Civil War, and prisoners of war or prisoners of state. Also annual reports of military
departments, calls for troops, correspondence between national and state governments,
correspondence between Union and Confederate officials. The final volume includes a synopsis,
general index, special index for various military divisions, and background information on how these
documents were collected and published. Accompanied by an atlas.

the gun and the olive branch: Palestine and Israel David McDowall, 1991-07-01 In this
thoroughly researched and highly topical book, David McDowall considers the Palestinian uprising
from a historical, social, and political perspective, and carefully reassesses the prospects for a
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

the gun and the olive branch: Beware of Small States David Hirst, 2010-03-30 In this
magisterial history of Lebanon, from the end of Ottoman rule to the Hezbollah and Hamas wars of
today, acclaimed and fiercely independent Middle East journalist and historian David Hirst charts
the interplay between a uniquely complex country and the broader struggles of the modern Middle
East. Lebanon is the battleground on which the region's greater states pursue their strategic,
political, and ideological conflicts--conflicts that sometimes escalate into full-scale proxy wars. Hirst
warns that only serious diplomatic action from the Obama administration can prevent the next such
action from engulfing the entire region.

the gun and the olive branch: The War of the rebellion: a compilation of the official
records of the Union and Confederate armies, prepared by R.N. Scott [and others]. 4 ser.
69 vols. [in 127 pt. 'Additions and corrections’, dated 1902, have been inserted in the vols.
With] Ser.1. Index to battles, campaigns, etc United States dept. of war, 1902

the gun and the olive branch: The Arab-Israeli Conflict, Volume IV, Part II John Norton
Moore, 2014-07-14 The Arab Israeli Conflict is a fundamental research tool for students of the
Middle East and for those responsible for U.S. policymaking in that area. It is a successor to John
Norton Moore's widely acclaimed three-volume compilation of readings and documents on
international law and the Arab Israeli conflict. Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print
books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding
in 1905.

the gun and the olive branch: War on terror' Chris Miller, 2013-01-18 The term “War on
Terror’ (WOT) covers a mass of interlinked topics. Here an outstanding group of authors and
academics dissect them from ethical, political, legal, economic and historical perspectives. Drawn
from the world-famous Oxford Amnesty Lectures, the essays are substantial contributions to their




fields and of abiding relevance. Here it is argued that members of active terrorist groups should be
pre-emptively executed; that there is no provision for WOT in international law; that WOT is not
cost-efficient; that war and terrorism can no longer be distinguished; and that the term ‘terrorist’
has been captured by a specific political constituency. The arguments of the celebrated contributors,
from Ahdaf Soueif to Joanna Bourke, are confirmed or contradicted by their respondents, resulting
in broad, scholarly coverage of the issues. The book concludes with a fatwa against terrorism. ‘WOT’
lies at the heart of current debate about immigration, multiculturalism and foreign policy. It is one of
the determining debates in the politics of today. This volume will be of interest to students of
politics, law and religion and to anyone concerned with current affairs. It covers the politics of the
Middle East and the Iraq War, human rights in Islam and the West and the ethics of intervention.
This is a powerful contribution to an urgent debate.

the gun and the olive branch: Palestinian Refugees Robert Bowker, 2003 Encompassing
history, politics, and political culture, Bowker grapples with fundamental issues of Palestinian
identity in the context of the peace process.

the gun and the olive branch: The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict R. Halwani, T. Kapitan,
2007-12-14 This book addresses the ongoing conflict among Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs from
a philosophical perspective. The authors argue that ignoring justice and failing to address violations
of rights, including the rights of both Palestinians and Israelis to live securely and freely, then a
lasting solution to the conflict will remain elusive.

the gun and the olive branch: A Concise History of the Middle East Ibrahim Al-Marashi,
Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., 2018-09-03 A Concise History of the Middle East provides a comprehensive
introduction to the history of this turbulent region. Spanning from pre-Islam to the present day, it
explores the evolution of Islamic institutions and culture, the influence of the West, modernization
efforts in the Middle East, the struggle of various peoples for political independence, the Arab-Israel
conflict, the reassertion of Islamic values and power, the issues surrounding the Palestinian
Question, and the Middle East post-9/11 and post-Arab uprisings. The twelfth edition has been fully
revised to reflect the most recent events in, and concerns of, the region, including the presence of
ISIS and other non-state actors, the civil wars in Syria and Yemen, and the refugee crisis. New parts
and part timelines will help students grasp and contextualize the long and complicated history of the
region. With updated biographical sketches and glossary, and a new concluding chapter, this book
remains the quintessential text for students of Middle East history.

the gun and the olive branch: The Lemon Tree (Young Readers' Edition) Sandy Tolan,
2020-11-03 The tale of friendship between two people, one Israeli and one Palestinian, that
symbolizes the hope for peace in the Middle East. “Makes an incredibly complicated topic
comprehensible.”--School Library Journal In 1967, a twenty-five-year-old refugee named Bashir
Khairi traveled from the Palestinian hill town of Ramallah to Ramla, Israel, with a goal: to see the
beloved stone house with the lemon tree in its backyard that he and his family had been forced to
leave nineteen years earlier. When he arrived, he was greeted by one of its new residents: Dalia
Eshkenazi Landau, a nineteen-year-old Israeli college student whose family had fled Europe
following the Holocaust. She had lived in that house since she was eleven months old. On the stoop
of this shared house, Dalia and Bashir began a surprising friendship, forged in the aftermath of war
and later tested as political tensions ran high and Israelis and Palestinians each asserted their own
right to live on this land. Adapted from the award-winning adult book and based on Sandy Tolan's
extensive research and reporting, The Lemon Tree is a deeply personal story of two people seeking
hope, transformation, and home.

the gun and the olive branch: Conflict in the Holy Land Robert C. DiPrizio, 2020-02-07 With
more than 250 cross-referenced entries covering every aspect of conflict in the Holy Land, this
illuminating book will help students understand the volatile history of Palestine and Israel and its
impact on the rest of the world. Palestine is considered a sacred land by Christians, Jews, and
Muslims. This has contributed to the violence that has ravaged the Holy Land throughout its long
history. This A-Z reference work, which defines the Holy Land as historic Palestine (the combined



territories of Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip), covers such ancient conflicts as Egypt's rule
over Canaan, the reign of King David, and the Jewish Revolts against the Roman Empire. In addition,
the title includes detailed entries on medieval conflicts such as the Crusades and contemporary
conflicts such as the Arab-Israeli wars. The introduction provides readers with the necessary context
to understand the region's bloody history and a comprehensive chronology that will help students
construct a more complete picture of conflict in the Holy Land. Then come hundreds of key entries
on the events, individuals, groups, places, and ideologies that have played an important role. The
title concludes with an expansive bibliography that will aid students looking to do more research on
the topic and a thorough index.

the gun and the olive branch: The Lemon Tree Sandy Tolan, 2008-12-01 With a new
afterword by the author, and a sneak preview of Sandy Tolan's new book, Children of the Stone In
1967, Bashir Al-Khayri, a Palestinian twenty-five-year-old, journeyed to Israel, with the goal of seeing
the beloved old stone house, with the lemon tree behind it, that he and his family had fled nineteen
years earlier. To his surprise, when he found the house he was greeted by Dalia Ashkenazi Landau, a
nineteen-year-old Israeli college student, whose family fled Europe for Israel following the
Holocaust. On the stoop of their shared home, Dalia and Bashir began a rare friendship, forged in
the aftermath of war and tested over the next thirty-five years in ways that neither could imagine on
that summer day in 1967. Based on extensive research, and springing from his enormously resonant
documentary that aired on NPR's Fresh Air in 1998, Sandy Tolan brings the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict down to its most human level, suggesting that even amid the bleakest political realities there
exist stories of hope and reconciliation.

the gun and the olive branch: Children of the Stone Sandy Tolan, 2015-07-16 Children of
the Stone is the unlikely story of Ramzi Hussein Aburedwan, a boy from a Palestinian refugee camp
in Ramallah who confronts the occupying army, gets an education, masters an instrument, dreams of
something much bigger than himself, and then inspires scores of others to work with him to make
that dream a reality. That dream is of a music school in the midst of a refugee camp in Ramallah, a
school that will transform the lives of thousands of children through music. Daniel Barenboim, the
Israeli musician and music director of La Scala in Milan and the Berlin Opera, is among those who
help Ramzi realize his dream. He has played with Ramzi frequently, at chamber music concerts in
Al-Kamandjati, the school Ramzi worked so hard to build, and in the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra
that Barenboim founded with the late Palestinian intellectual, Edward Said. Children of the Stone is
a story about music, freedom and conflict; determination and vision. It's a vivid portrait of life amid
checkpoints and military occupation, a growing movement of nonviolent resistance, the past and
future of musical collaboration across the Israeli-Palestinian divide, and the potential of music to
help children see new possibilities for their lives. Above all, Children of the Stone chronicles the
journey of Ramzi Aburedwan, and how he worked against the odds to create something lasting and
beautiful in a war-torn land.

the gun and the olive branch: Encyclopedia of the Palestinians Philip Mattar, 2005 Presents
the history of modern Palestine and biographies of important Palestinians.
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