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Royals First Baseman History: A Legacy of Power and Precision

royals first baseman history is a fascinating journey through decades of baseball, marked by
players who shaped the Kansas City Royals' identity both at the plate and in the field. The role of the
first baseman on the Royals has been pivotal—not just as a defensive anchor but also as a source of
offensive firepower. From the franchise’s inception in 1969 to the present day, the Royals have seen
first basemen who brought charisma, clutch hitting, and leadership to the team, helping define eras
and exciting fans in Kansas City.

Understanding the evolution of the Royals’ first basemen offers a unique lens into the club’s broader
history. It highlights how player skillsets, team strategies, and baseball’s changing dynamics
influenced who patrolled that corner of the infield. Whether you’re a die-hard Royals fan or a
baseball history enthusiast, the story of the Royals first baseman history is both rich and rewarding.

The Early Royals First Basemen: Building the
Foundation

When the Royals began play in 1969, the team was in its infancy, and the first basemen who took the
field were tasked with more than just defense—they had to help establish the franchise's competitive
spirit. In those early years, Kansas City saw a mix of veterans and young talent filling the first base
spot.

One notable early figure was Mike Fiore, who played first base and occasionally outfield. Though not
a Hall of Famer, Fiore exemplified the grit and determination of a young team trying to find its
footing in the American League. The Royals’ front office was focused on assembling players who
could grow with the team, and first basemen were no exception.

Key Traits of Early Royals First Basemen

- Solid defensive skills: The ability to catch errant throws and hold runners was crucial.
- Moderate offensive production: Teams sought players who could provide consistent hitting,
especially power.
- Leadership potential: As the team matured, first basemen were often looked upon as clubhouse
leaders.

The Golden Era: George Brett and the Royals’ First
Base Legacy

No discussion of royals first baseman history is complete without highlighting George Brett. Though
primarily a third baseman, Brett occasionally took turns at first base later in his career, showcasing



his versatility. Brett’s presence in the lineup during the 1970s and 1980s was transformative for the
Royals, turning them into perennial contenders and eventually World Series champions.

While Brett is more commonly associated with third base, his brief stints at first base illustrated the
importance of adaptability in baseball. His ability to shift positions without losing offensive
production was a boon to the team's flexibility.

The Influence of George Brett on Royals’ First Base
Philosophy

- Emphasis on batting prowess: Brett’s legendary hitting set a high bar for Royals first basemen.
- Focus on multi-positional players: His temporary move to first base encouraged the team to value
versatility.
- Leadership and longevity: Brett’s career longevity inspired younger players to pursue long-term
excellence.

Standout Royals First Basemen Through the Decades

Aside from Brett’s occasional role, the Royals’ history at first base features several key players who
made lasting impacts. Here are a few standouts who defined the position for the team:

Steve Balboni (1980s): Known for his raw power, Balboni brought a slugger’s mentality to
first base. His home runs were crucial during the Royals’ playoff runs in the mid-80s.

Mike Sweeney (late 1990s-2000s): One of the most beloved Royals, Sweeney combined
power and consistency, becoming a fan favorite and team leader for nearly a decade.

Eric Hosmer (2010s): A key figure in the Royals’ 2014 World Series victory, Hosmer
epitomized modern first base play with his blend of offense, defense, and clutch performance
under pressure.

Each of these players contributed uniquely to the Royals first baseman history, embodying different
eras and styles of play.

How These Players Shaped the Position

- Power hitting as a consistent theme, particularly in the 1980s and 2000s.
- Defensive improvement over time, with players like Hosmer elevating the standard.
- Leadership in the clubhouse, often acting as the heart of the team during crucial seasons.



The Evolution of the First Baseman Role in Royals
Baseball

The role of the first baseman has evolved significantly over the Royals’ history, mirroring broader
trends in Major League Baseball. Early first basemen were often primarily power hitters with limited
defensive range, but the Royals gradually placed more emphasis on well-rounded players.

Today’s first basemen for the Royals are expected to:

Provide consistent offensive production, including power and on-base skills.1.

Be defensively reliable, capable of handling tough throws and contributing to double plays.2.

Exhibit leadership qualities, mentoring younger players and maintaining clubhouse cohesion.3.

This evolution reflects the changing dynamics of baseball analytics and player development, where
versatility and efficiency are prized.

Modern Royals First Basemen: Balancing Tradition and
Innovation

Modern Royals first basemen stand on the shoulders of their predecessors but also embrace new
training techniques, analytics, and conditioning programs. The integration of sabermetrics allows
the team to evaluate first basemen not just on traditional stats like home runs and RBIs but also on
metrics like WAR (Wins Above Replacement), defensive runs saved, and on-base plus slugging (OPS).

Noteworthy Moments in Royals First Baseman History

Several memorable moments highlight the impact Royals first basemen have had on the franchise’s
legacy. Here are a few highlights:

- Mike Sweeney’s clutch hits during the 2003 playoff run, helping the Royals reach the postseason
after a long drought.
- Eric Hosmer’s game-winning RBI in Game 5 of the 2014 World Series, helping clinch the Royals’
first championship in 30 years.
- Steve Balboni’s home run barrage in the mid-80s that energized the team and fans alike.

These moments underscore how first basemen have not only contributed statistically but also
emotionally to the Royals’ story.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Royals First Basemen

The Royals continue to invest in scouting and player development to ensure that their first basemen
are prepared to meet the demands of modern baseball. As the game evolves, the Royals seek players
who can combine athleticism, strategic hitting, and strong defensive skills.

Emerging prospects and young players in the Royals’ farm system are being groomed with the
lessons from past first basemen in mind—balancing power, precision, and leadership. The hope is to
maintain a lineage of first basemen who can carry the franchise forward into new eras of success.

---

The story of royals first baseman history is not just about numbers or names; it’s about the heartbeat
of a team that has grown and changed over time. The first baseman position remains a cornerstone
of the Royals’ identity, reflecting the blend of tradition and innovation that defines Kansas City
baseball. Whether through the clutch hits of legends or the steady presence of modern stars, the
legacy continues to inspire fans and players alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first baseman for the Kansas City Royals when
the team was established?
When the Kansas City Royals were established in 1969, their primary first baseman was Mike Fiore.

Which Royals first baseman won the MVP award in franchise
history?
George Brett, primarily a third baseman, occasionally played first base, but no Royals first baseman
has won the MVP award. George Brett won the MVP as a third baseman.

Who holds the Royals single-season home run record for a
first baseman?
Hal McRae, who played first base occasionally, was known more as a designated hitter and
outfielder. The Royals do not have a standout single-season home run record specifically for first
basemen, but players like Mike Sweeney have been notable power hitters at first base.

Which Royals first baseman was part of the 1985 World Series
championship team?
Steve Balboni was the primary first baseman during the 1985 Royals World Series championship
season.



Who is considered one of the best defensive first basemen in
Royals history?
Mike Sweeney is often regarded as one of the best all-around first basemen in Royals history for his
combination of offense and defense.

Have any Royals first basemen been inducted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame?
As of now, no player primarily known as a Royals first baseman has been inducted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame.

Additional Resources
Royals First Baseman History: A Study in Evolution and Impact

royals first baseman history offers a fascinating lens through which to observe the evolution of
the Kansas City Royals as a franchise. Since their inception in 1969, the Royals have featured a wide
array of first basemen, each contributing uniquely to the team's identity, offensive production, and
defensive stability. Tracking this position's history reveals both the changing dynamics of baseball
roles and the Royals' strategic approaches to building their roster.

Tracing the Legacy of Royals First Basemen

The role of the first baseman for the Royals has often been pivotal, serving as a cornerstone for both
offense and defense. Initially, the position was characterized by players who combined solid
defensive skills with reliable batting averages. Over the decades, the expectations shifted toward
power hitters and run producers, mirroring broader trends in Major League Baseball.

Early Years: Laying the Foundation (1969–1980)

In the franchise's formative years, the Royals sought to establish a competitive lineup. Notable first
basemen from this era included players like John Mayberry, who played from the early 1970s
through 1978. Mayberry was known for his power hitting, culminating in a 1973 season with 25
home runs and a .303 batting average. His combination of power and contact hitting set a precedent
for the position.

Another key figure was Mike Sweeney, who debuted later but emerged as a dominant force.
However, prior to Sweeney’s rise, the Royals experimented with various players at first base, often
alternating between prospects and veterans as they sought the ideal blend of offense and defense.



The Mike Sweeney Era: Power and Consistency (1999–2007)

Mike Sweeney’s tenure with the Royals marked a significant chapter in the team's first baseman
history. Sweeney, a five-time All-Star, brought consistency both at the plate and in the field. Over his
career with Kansas City, he amassed over 1,200 hits and 150 home runs, solidifying his role as a
middle-of-the-order bat.

Sweeney’s approach combined patience and power, reflected in his career on-base percentage above
.390. While not the most defensively gifted first baseman, his offensive contributions made him a
franchise cornerstone during a period when the Royals struggled to field competitive teams. His
leadership and productivity provided stability amidst roster turnover.

Post-Sweeney Transition and Challenges (2008–2015)

Following the departure of Mike Sweeney, the Royals faced challenges in finding a long-term
solution at first base. The position saw a revolving door of players, many of whom were either
prospects still developing or veterans filling a temporary gap.

Notable players during this period included Billy Butler, who emerged as an offensive standout.
Butler was an All-Star selection and one of the team’s best hitters, known for his contact hitting and
clutch performances. However, his defensive limitations at first base often sparked discussions
about the balance between offense and fielding in the Royals' lineup construction.

The Modern Era: Strategic Shifts and Emerging Talent
(2015–Present)

More recently, the Royals have adapted to modern baseball trends, emphasizing versatility and
athleticism at first base. The team has integrated younger players capable of contributing both
offensively and defensively, reflecting an analytical approach to roster building.

Players like Lucas Duda, acquired to provide power hitting, exemplify this strategy. Although his
time with the Royals was brief, Duda’s presence highlighted the franchise’s ongoing search for
impactful first basemen who can drive in runs consistently.

Key Characteristics and Trends in Royals First
Basemen

Analyzing the trajectory of Royals first basemen reveals several trends:

Offensive Production: Historically, the Royals have leaned on first basemen to be key run
producers, often prioritizing power hitting.



Defensive Expectations: While offense has been paramount, defensive reliability has
sometimes been a secondary consideration, especially in rebuilding phases.

Player Longevity: Few Royals first basemen have had extended tenures, with Mike Sweeney
being a notable exception. Frequent turnover has impacted team chemistry.

Adaptation to Sabermetrics: The Royals, like many teams, have increasingly factored
advanced metrics into evaluating first basemen’s value.

Comparative Impact: Royals First Basemen vs. League
Averages

When comparing Royals first basemen to league-wide standards, it becomes clear that while the
franchise has produced standout talents, consistency remains a hurdle. For example, the average
WAR (Wins Above Replacement) for Royals first basemen over the past 30 years tends to be slightly
below the MLB average for the position, largely due to fluctuations in roster stability.

Nevertheless, players like Mike Sweeney and Billy Butler have outperformed league averages during
their peak years, contributing significantly to the Royals’ offensive output.

The Role of First Base in Royals’ Team Dynamics and
Strategy

The first baseman’s role extends beyond individual performance; it influences lineup construction,
defensive alignment, and clubhouse leadership. The Royals have historically used the position as a
strategic pivot point:

Lineup Anchor: Many Royals first basemen have occupied middle or cleanup spots, tasked
with driving in runs and providing protection for key hitters.

Defensive Synergy: Collaboration with the catcher and second baseman is vital, and the
Royals have occasionally shifted players to optimize infield defense.

Leadership Roles: Veteran first basemen often serve as mentors, guiding younger players
and stabilizing clubhouse dynamics.

Challenges Faced by Royals First Basemen

Throughout franchise history, several challenges have impacted the first base position:



Injury Concerns: Injuries have disrupted continuity, forcing the Royals to frequently adjust1.
their roster.

Balancing Offense and Defense: Finding a player who excels in both areas remains elusive,2.
often forcing trade-offs.

Market Competition: Competing for top-tier first basemen is difficult given the premium3.
placed on the position across MLB.

Looking Forward: Prospects and Potential
Developments

As the Royals continue to rebuild and strategize for future success, the first base position remains a
focal point. Emerging prospects within the organization show promise, blending power potential
with improving defensive skills. Additionally, the front office’s commitment to data-driven decision-
making suggests a more nuanced evaluation of first basemen moving forward.

The Royals’ history at first base underscores the position’s importance not only as a statistical
contributor but also as a symbol of the team’s broader ambitions. By learning from past successes
and challenges, the franchise aims to cultivate first basemen who can drive the Royals back into
playoff contention and beyond.

In sum, the history of Royals first basemen is a narrative of adaptation, perseverance, and strategic
evolution. Each era reflects shifts in baseball philosophy and the unique circumstances of the team,
offering valuable insights into how one position can influence the fortunes of a major league
franchise.

Royals First Baseman History

  royals first baseman history: Miracle Moments in Kansas City Royals History Jeff Deters,
2017-07-18 Since their founding in 1969, the Kansas City Royals have provided memorable moments
to generations of fans in America’s heartland and beyond. Miracle Moments in Kansas City Royals
History is the ultimate tribute book for die-hard fans of the team from the City of Fountains. Jeff
Deters recounts the most memorable moments in Royals history, including: Steve Busby’s throwing
two no-hitters in each of his first two season, a first for a big-leaguer; George Brett’s hitting .333 to
win his first batting title while leading the Royals to the AL West championship in 1976; Brett’s
second batting title in 1980 as he just misses batting .400 for the season; Dick Howser’s firing by the
Yankees and revenge five years later as he manages the Royals to a championship in 1985; Bo
Jackson’s electrifying but brief career as a Royal while starring for the Los Angeles Raiders; The
Royals’ sweep of the Orioles in the 2014 ALCS to return to the World Series in 29 years; The
magnificent 2015 season capped by a World Championship. Miracle Moments in Kansas City Royals
History is much more than just a comprehensive resource. It recounts the hidden stories behind one

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/royals-first-baseman-history.pdf


of the most successful franchises in baseball..
  royals first baseman history: Major League Baseball Players of the 1970s Bill Ballew,
2023-08-02 In the 1970s, after a decade of stagnant fan interest that seemed to signal the demise of
Major League Baseball, the game saw growth and change. In 1972, the players became the first in
professional sports to go on strike. Four years later, contractual changes allowed those with six
years in the majors to become free agents, leading to an unprecedented increase in salaries.
Developments in the play of the game included new ballparks with faster fields and artificial turf,
and the introduction of the designated hitter in 1973. Eminent personalities emerged from the
dugout, including many African Americans and Latinos. Focusing on the stars who debuted from
1970 through 1979, this book covers the highs and lows of more than 1,300 players who gave fans
the most exciting decade baseball has ever seen.
  royals first baseman history: The Complete History of the Home Run Mark Ribowsky, 2003
There is no more thrilling moment in the game of baseball than the seconds before the ball flies out
of the park, never to be seen again. As Greg Maddux famously said, chicks dig 'em, and men
fantasize about hitting them. Now, The Complete History of the Home Run told decade by decade,
traces this ultimate macho symbol. Mark Ribowsky looks at how the big hit evolved from a rarity to
centerpiece because of Babe Ruth's prowess. Baseball fans will also learn how the home run has
been mythologized, written about, and discussed in the media, baseball literature, and in bars all
across the county. Featured are such epic swings as: -- Ruth's #60, Roger Maris's #61, Mark
McGwire's #70, Barry Bonds's #73, Hank Aaron's K -- Ted Williams's All-Star Game Blast off Rip
Sewell; -- Bobby Thomson's Shot Heard Around the World; -- Mickey Mantle's 565-footer in
Washington; -- Bill Mazeroski's and Joe Carter's Series-ender; -- Reggie Jackson's Series trio; -- The
Tino/Jeter/Brosius trinity.Including commentary on the men who hit these long balls -- Willie Mays,
Mark McGwire, Sammy Sosa, Hank Aaron, Barry Bonds, and Ted Williams -- the book also brings out
the facts and statistics. Readers will find out the truth behind Ruth's Called Shot, Josh Gibson's
alleged blast out of Yankee Stadium, who had the best-ever power season, the myth of the lively ball
era, the science of the home run, and why yesterday's hits will always be better than today's.
  royals first baseman history: Baseball History from Outside the Lines John E. Dreifort,
2001-01-01 A collection of essays which describe developments in the game's past, assess their
impact, and explain how they reflect the period in which they occurred; ... explore baseball's
influences outside the field of play as well as the effect of external factors on the game; ... [and]
discuss such key issues as demographics, communities, social mobility, race and ethnicity.--Cover.
  royals first baseman history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
American Football Wikipedia contributors,
  royals first baseman history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Football Running Backs
Wikipedia contributors,
  royals first baseman history: Baseball: An Illustrated History , 200?
  royals first baseman history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees-players, teams, and behind the
scenes personnel-have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  royals first baseman history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David Blevins, 2012



Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of each athlete
inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  royals first baseman history: The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Reds History Robert
W. Cohen, 2025-03-04 In The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Reds History, sports historian Robert
W. Cohen examines the careers of the fifty men who made the greatest impact on one of Major
League Baseball's oldest and most iconic franchises. Biographical, anecdotal, and statistical
information about each player are provided along the way, as are quotes from opposing players and
former teammates and summaries of each player's greatest season, most memorable performances,
and most notable achievements. Special features include photos of the fifty players and a list of
twenty-five honorable mentions.
  royals first baseman history: Detroit Tigers 1984 Mark Pattison, David Raglin, 2012-12 The
1984 Detroit tigers roared out of the gate, winning their first nine games of the season and
compiling an eye-popping 35-5 record after the campaign’s first 40 games--still the best start ever
for any team in major league history. The tigers led wire-to-wire in 1984, becoming only the third
team in the modern era of the majors to have done so. And Detroit’s determination and tenacity
resulted in a sweep of the Kansas City Royals in the AL playoffs and a five-game triumph over the
San Diego Padres in the World Series. And Tigers fans will tell you that the bottom of the eighth
inning in Game Five was the first time Kirk Gibson hit an iconic home run in the Fall Classic. Detroit
Tigers 1984: What a Start! What a Finish!, an effort by the society of American Baseball research’s
BioProject Committee, brings together biographical profiles of every Tiger from that magical season,
plus those of field management, top executives, the broadcasters--even venerable Tiger Stadium and
the city itself.
  royals first baseman history: George Brett Kansas City Star Staff, 2001-04 George Brett: A
Royal Hero is the most complete volume ever compiled about the 1999 Baseball Hall of Fame
inductee. His legendary career is reviewed in precise detail through articles that appeared in The
Kansas City Star from the early 1970s through 1999. No one followed George Brett with greater
interest nor wrote of his exploits with greater insight than the sportswriters of the Royals' hometown
daily newspaper. Brett's career, 21 years with the Kansas City Royals, included 12 All-Star
appearances and one batting title in each of the three decades in which he played.
  royals first baseman history: The Black Stars Who Made Baseball Whole Rick Swaine,
2014-09-24 For major league baseball, the decade following Jackie Robinson's 1947 debut was one
of slow yet persistent change. Four other black players made their first, brief big-league
appearances that year, followed by only two in 1948 and four in 1949. But by the end of 1959, 122
black ballplayers had made it to the big leagues. Like Robinson, their lives were made difficult off
the field, and on it they dodged beanballs and spikes. This book brings attention to the
accomplishments of this transitional generation of African American players--made up of men like
Luscious Luke Easter, Sam The Jet Jethroe, and Sad Sam Jones--many of whom spent years in the
minors, the Negro leagues, or both before getting their shot. Chapters on each season from 1947 to
1959 incorporate biographical and career profiles for 25 players who stood out during baseball's
integration. A final chapter covers the outstanding minor league players who for various reasons
never got a real chance to play major league ball. Appendices include a roster of black major
leaguers from 1947 through 1959, a list of black-player firsts and statistics on the year-by-year
population of black players in the majors.
  royals first baseman history: Sports Media Brad Schultz, 2005 Emphasizing the skills
required to be successful in sports journalism, this text offers descriptions into the role of the sports
reporter's function, as well as offering historical and background information into the evolution of
the sports industry.
  royals first baseman history: A History of the Baseball Fan Fred Stein, 2015-01-24 From
the genesis of baseball in the 1840s, when so-called kranks cheered the teams of their choice, fans
have been an ever-present component of the sport. As the number of fans has increased over the
years, their influence has increased proportionally. Following the evolution of the game and its fans



over more than a century, this book examines the role fans have played in the formation of modern
baseball and the part the sport has played in the lives of its devotees. How have fans influenced,
reacted to, or been affected by baseball's changes through history? How do fans determine player
popularity? Are there famous fans--and how do they manifest that interest? How has the evolution of
baseball in the media, including newspapers, radio, and television, affected the fan base? The
answers to these questions and more give a lively feel to this baseball history from a fan's
perspective. The final chapter sums up the fan's importance to the sport of baseball.
  royals first baseman history: Baseball America's 1995 Almanac Baseball America (Firm),
1995-02 From the fastest-growing baseball publication in America, Baseball America, comes the
authoritative, comprehensive 1995 Almanac. Covering the 1994 season not only in the American and
National Leagues but in the International League, the Pacific Coast League, the Eastern League, and
the Southern League--from the majors on down--this is the stat fan's dream.
  royals first baseman history: The Team-By-Team Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball
Dennis Purdy, 2006-08-01 Baseball historian, Dennis Purdy, performs the feat of marrying statistics,
scholarship, biography, trivia, and anecdote to create a massively pleasurable work.
  royals first baseman history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American League All-Stars
Wikipedia contributors,
  royals first baseman history: The New Biographical History of Baseball Donald Dewey,
Nicholas Acocella, Jerome Holtzman, 2013-10-01 In a special collector's edition format, this revised
edition of The New Biographical History of Baseball presents updated statistical research to create
the most accurate picture possible of the on-field accomplishments of players from earlier eras. It
offers original summaries of the personalities and contributions of over 1,500 players, managers,
owners, front office executives, journalists, and ordinary fans who developed the great American
game into a national pastime. Each individual included has had an impact on the sport as mass
entertainment or as a cultural phenomenon, and as an athletic art or a business enterprise. Also
included are first-time entries on players like Sammy Sosa and Albert Belle, and expanded entries
for such players as Mark McGwire and Barry Bonds. This special resource for fans of baseball
reflects the breakout talent and enduring fan favorites from all eras of the historic game.
  royals first baseman history: Sol White's History of Colored Base Ball, with Other
Documents on the Early Black Game, 1886-1936 Sol White, 1996-08-01 America and baseball
are rediscovering the game played by African Americans before Jackie Robinson broke the color
barrier in 1947. We now know a great deal about the Negro Leagues of 1920 on, and their great
stars-Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, and their contemporaries. But what of the pre-1920 black game?
From the onset in the 1880s of the gentleman's agreement that barred blacks from playing in white
leagues, that game is nearly invisible. Financially shaky, with sporadic media coverage even in black
newspapers and completely overlooked by the mainstream, Negro teams of this era played on for
love of the game and in hopes that their skills would receive their due. In 1907, Sol White, a
remarkable African-American ballplayer, successful manager, and baseball loyalist, wrote a small
volume on the history of the black game. Part fund-raising effort, advertising brochure, team hype,
celebration of black baseball, and throughout an implicit and explicit challenge to racism, Sol
White's History of Colored Base Ball is the source of much of what we know of the events in the
organized black game of that time. The original was poorly printed, and copies are exceedingly rare
(known and rumored copies number only four). This edition republishes the full 1907 edition (with
the even rarer supplement), completely reset for legibility, and reproduces all the original's
illustrations, including the advertisements that speak volumes on the social world of the day. Fifteen
additional documents from 1886 to 1936 augment the picture of the black game and our record of
Sol White himself. The work is introduced by Jerry Malloy, a recognized expert on the history of
Negro leagues who has spent years inpainstaking research into this vanished world.
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