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Oxford Companion to Military History: An Essential Guide for History Enthusiasts

oxford companion to military history stands as one of the most authoritative and
comprehensive reference works in the field of military history. Whether you are a student, a
history buff, or a professional researcher, this extensive volume offers a wealth of
knowledge that spans the vast complexities of warfare, strategy, and military culture
throughout the ages. Its detailed entries and insightful essays provide readers with an
accessible yet scholarly approach to understanding the evolution and impact of military
conflicts worldwide.

What Is the Oxford Companion to Military
History?

At its core, the Oxford Companion to Military History is an encyclopedic guide that covers a
broad spectrum of topics related to the art and science of war. Published by Oxford
University Press, the book is part of the renowned Oxford Companion series, which aims to
provide authoritative and concise information on a wide range of subjects. Edited by
experts in military history, the Companion includes thousands of entries on battles,
campaigns, key figures, military technology, doctrines, and related cultural and political
aspects.

Unlike a typical textbook, the Oxford Companion to Military History functions as a reference
book, allowing readers to explore specific entries or themes as they wish. This flexibility
makes it an invaluable resource for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of
military history without wading through dense academic prose.

Why the Oxford Companion to Military History
Matters

Military history is a vast and sometimes daunting field. The sheer scale of conflicts,
spanning ancient battles to modern warfare, can overwhelm even the most dedicated
learner. The Oxford Companion to Military History distills this vast information into
digestible, well-organized entries that connect the dots between events, strategies, and
technologies.

Bridging the Gap Between Academic and Popular
History

One of the reasons this Companion is so widely respected is its balance between scholarly



rigor and readability. The entries are written by historians and experts who ensure accuracy
and depth, yet the language remains approachable. This balance means it’s not only
suitable for academics but also for general readers who want to explore military history in a
meaningful way.

Comprehensive Coverage of Military Topics

From the phalanxes of ancient Greece to cyber warfare in the 21st century, the Oxford
Companion to Military History covers an impressive range of topics, including:

Major wars and battles throughout history

Biographies of influential military leaders

Evolution of weaponry and military technology

Military strategies and tactics

Political and social impacts of warfare

Military traditions, uniforms, and culture

This breadth allows readers to gain a holistic understanding of how warfare has shaped
societies and politics globally.

How to Use the Oxford Companion to Military
History Effectively

Given its encyclopedic nature, the Oxford Companion to Military History can be approached
in different ways depending on your interests and goals.

Exploring Specific Battles or Wars

If you want to learn about a particular conflict, such as the Napoleonic Wars or the Vietnam
War, the Companion provides focused entries that summarize key events, strategic
decisions, and outcomes. These summaries are excellent starting points for further reading
or research.



Delving into Military Concepts and Terminology

Military history comes with its own jargon, from “blitzkrieg” to “guerrilla warfare.” The
Companion often includes clear explanations of such terms, making it easier for newcomers
to understand complex discussions without confusion.

Researching Military Leaders and Influential Figures

The book profiles a wide array of commanders, strategists, and political leaders who have
shaped military history. Reading about their backgrounds, leadership styles, and decisions
can provide deeper insights into how individual choices affected the course of wars.

Benefits of Owning the Oxford Companion to
Military History

While many people turn to online sources for quick facts, owning a physical or digital copy
of the Oxford Companion to Military History offers unique advantages.

Credibility: Information in the Companion is vetted by experts, reducing the risk of
encountering misinformation common on some internet sites.

Depth: Entries offer more context and nuance than typical encyclopedia entries or
brief web articles.

Cross-referencing: The Companion’s internal references guide readers to related
topics, encouraging a more interconnected understanding of military history.

Timelessness: While some details may be updated in newer editions, the core
historical analyses remain relevant and insightful.

Who Will Benefit Most from the Oxford
Companion to Military History?

This reference is ideal for a variety of readers:

Students and Academics

Those studying history, political science, international relations, or military science will find



the Companion a valuable tool for writing papers, preparing lectures, or conducting
research.

Military Professionals

Officers, strategists, and defense analysts can use the book to contextualize modern
military challenges within a broader historical framework.

History Enthusiasts and General Readers

Anyone fascinated by stories of battles, tactics, and the human experience of war will
appreciate the depth and clarity provided by this volume.

Exploring Related Resources and Further Reading

While the Oxford Companion to Military History is comprehensive, it often points readers
toward other significant works and primary sources. Many entries suggest books, articles,
or archival materials for those interested in deeper exploration.

For example, if you’re intrigued by the evolution of naval warfare, you might find references
to classic texts on maritime strategy or biographies of famous admirals. Similarly, entries
on World War I or II may guide readers toward memoirs, official histories, or documentary
collections.

Digital and Online Versions

In addition to the print edition, Oxford University Press offers digital versions that include
searchable databases and hyperlinks, enhancing the ease of navigation. This format can be
especially useful for researchers who need to quickly locate information or cross-reference
multiple topics.

Final Thoughts on the Oxford Companion to
Military History

Delving into military history can sometimes feel overwhelming due to the sheer volume of
information and the complexity of wars across centuries. The Oxford Companion to Military
History acts as a trusted guide, providing clear explanations, contextual depth, and a broad
overview of the subject. Its ability to bridge detailed scholarship with accessible writing
makes it a cherished resource for anyone eager to understand how warfare has influenced
humanity.



Whether you’re tracing the development of ancient armies or studying the strategies
behind modern conflicts, this Companion offers a treasure trove of knowledge. It invites
readers to not only learn facts but also to appreciate the far-reaching consequences of
military decisions and the enduring legacy of conflict in shaping the world we live in today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oxford Companion to Military History?
The Oxford Companion to Military History is a comprehensive reference book that provides
detailed information on military history, covering key events, figures, terminology, and
concepts from ancient times to the modern era.

Who are the editors of the Oxford Companion to
Military History?
The Oxford Companion to Military History is edited by Richard Holmes, a renowned military
historian and former British Army officer.

What topics are covered in the Oxford Companion to
Military History?
The book covers a wide range of topics including battles, wars, military strategies,
weapons, significant military leaders, and the evolution of warfare throughout history.

Is the Oxford Companion to Military History suitable for
academic research?
Yes, the Oxford Companion to Military History is considered a reliable and authoritative
source, widely used by students, researchers, and military enthusiasts for academic
research and general knowledge.

How often is the Oxford Companion to Military History
updated?
The Oxford Companion to Military History is updated periodically to include recent
developments and scholarship in military history, with new editions released as needed to
maintain its relevance and accuracy.

Additional Resources
Oxford Companion to Military History: A Definitive Guide to Warfare and Strategy

oxford companion to military history stands as a seminal reference work for scholars,



military enthusiasts, and professionals seeking a comprehensive understanding of warfare’s
multifaceted nature. As part of the prestigious Oxford Companions series, this volume
consolidates a vast array of military knowledge, combining historical narratives,
biographies, strategic concepts, technological evolutions, and cultural impacts. The Oxford
Companion to Military History provides an unparalleled resource that spans centuries and
continents, offering readers a deep dive into the complexities of military affairs beyond
mere battles and campaigns.

Comprehensive Scope and Scholarly Rigor

The Oxford Companion to Military History distinguishes itself through its encyclopedic
coverage and authoritative content. Edited by renowned historians and military experts, it
compiles contributions from a wide range of specialists, ensuring that entries are both
accurate and insightful. Unlike many military histories that focus narrowly on specific wars
or regions, this companion adopts a global perspective, encompassing ancient conflicts,
medieval warfare, modern battles, and contemporary military challenges.

This breadth ensures that readers can explore topics such as the evolution of military
technology, the development of tactics and strategy, the socio-political dimensions of war,
and the biographies of key military figures. Furthermore, the Companion addresses lesser-
known conflicts and military traditions, offering a balanced and inclusive portrayal of
military history.

Key Features and Content Highlights

One of the most notable features of the Oxford Companion to Military History is its thematic
organization. Entries are arranged alphabetically, making it easy for readers to locate
specific topics or browse related subjects. The text is supplemented by maps, illustrations,
and timelines, which enhance understanding and provide visual context.

The Companion covers a wide array of topics, including:

Military Strategy and Tactics: In-depth explanations of fundamental concepts such
as maneuver warfare, attrition, and asymmetric warfare.

Weapons and Technology: Detailed accounts of the development of arms and
military technology, from the spear and chariot to nuclear weapons and cyber
warfare.

Biographies: Profiles of influential military leaders, strategists, and thinkers like
Alexander the Great, Napoleon Bonaparte, and Carl von Clausewitz.

Campaigns and Battles: Analytical summaries of pivotal engagements, examining
causes, outcomes, and strategic significance.

Military Institutions: Insights into the organization of armies, navies, and air forces,



as well as the evolution of military doctrine.

War and Society: Exploration of the impact of war on societies, cultures, and
economies, including the role of civilians and the ethics of warfare.

Critical Analysis: Strengths and Limitations

The Oxford Companion to Military History excels in its meticulous scholarship and breadth
of coverage, making it an indispensable tool for academic research and general inquiry. Its
balanced tone and neutral presentation avoid glorifying conflict while acknowledging war’s
profound influence on human history.

However, as with any comprehensive reference, there are inherent challenges. The sheer
volume of material can be overwhelming for casual readers or those new to military history.
Additionally, while the Companion strives for inclusivity, some critics argue that certain
regions or periods receive less attention compared to more extensively studied Western
military history. This reflects broader historiographical trends but invites ongoing updates
to maintain relevance in a rapidly evolving academic field.

Comparisons with Other Military History References

When contrasted with other military encyclopedias or dictionaries, the Oxford Companion to
Military History often stands out for:

Depth of Analysis: More detailed entries and interpretive commentary rather than
simple factual summaries.

Editorial Quality: Contributions by leading historians ensure high academic
standards.

Multidisciplinary Approach: Incorporation of political, economic, and cultural
dimensions of warfare.

In comparison, some military dictionaries emphasize brevity and quick reference, while
others may focus narrowly on specific conflicts or national perspectives. The Oxford
Companion’s comprehensive approach makes it more suitable for in-depth study and cross-
referencing.

Practical Applications and Audience



The Oxford Companion to Military History serves a diverse audience ranging from students
and educators to military professionals and policy analysts. Its detailed entries support
curriculum development in military studies programs and provide a reliable foundation for
academic papers or strategic assessments.

Military historians benefit from its extensive bibliographies and cross-references, facilitating
further research. Additionally, practitioners in defense and intelligence fields may find the
Companion’s insights into strategy, technology, and organizational structures useful for
understanding historical precedents relevant to contemporary security challenges.

Digital Availability and Updates

In today’s digital age, accessibility is paramount. The Oxford Companion to Military History
is available in both print and digital formats, with many libraries and institutions providing
online access. Digital editions enhance usability through searchable text, hyperlinks, and
multimedia supplements. Periodic updates ensure that emerging developments in military
history and theory, such as cyber warfare and unmanned systems, are incorporated.

This adaptability helps the Companion maintain its status as a living document, reflecting
ongoing scholarly debates and evolving military realities.

Conclusion: A Cornerstone of Military Scholarship

The Oxford Companion to Military History remains a cornerstone reference for those
seeking a nuanced, scholarly, and expansive understanding of warfare throughout human
history. Its exhaustive coverage, combined with editorial rigor and thoughtful presentation,
makes it a vital resource for a wide spectrum of readers. Whether delving into the
intricacies of ancient battle formations or examining the strategic implications of modern
conflicts, the Companion offers authoritative guidance and context.

As military history continues to evolve as a discipline, the Oxford Companion to Military
History’s commitment to inclusivity, accuracy, and depth ensures it will remain an essential
tool for comprehending the enduring complexities of war.
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  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to American Military
History ,
  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to Military History Richard
Holmes, Christopher Bellamy, Hugh Bicheno, 2003
  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to Military History Richard
Holmes, Hew Strachan, Chris Bellamy, Hugh Bicheno, 2001 A comprehensive A-Z guide to warfare
from the classical period to the present day, including the social, political, technological, and
economic background of major conflicts. Entries cover people (military leaders, theorists, inventors,
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etc.), weapons and equipment, wars, campaigns, andbattles, strategy and tactics, logistics,
fortifications, military life, military literature, military medicine, as well as wide-ranging contextual
entries on topics as diverse as animals in war and pacifism. There are 75 specially commissioned
maps, and 20 in-text line diagrams.
  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to American Military
History John Whiteclay Chambers, Drawing on the most current scholarship in the field, this is a
comprehensive companion to the study of war, peace and the military throughout American history.
  oxford companion to military history: The War Companions Set Professor John Whiteclay
Chambers, II, Charles Townshend, 2000-07-01
  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to Australian Military
History Peter Dennis, 1995 This is a comprehensive guide to Australian military history, broadly
conceived within a critical and analytical framework. It contains 800 entries. The editors have
sought a balance between various types of entries. Their interpretation of 'military history' is
inclusive, extending beyondstandard categories such as battles, campaigns, biographies and
weapons, and encompassing entries on the structures of various parts of the defence force
organization and their evolution, military language and customs, literature dealing with military
themes and treaties, alliances and acts ofparliament that have had a significant impact on the
military. Biographical entries vary from long analytical essays on figures such as Thomas Blamey
and C.E.W. Bean to much shorter entries on figures of less importance. Not every Chief of General
Staff or RAN and RAAF equivalent has an entry: as the editors say, some were undistinguished. All
office holdersof significant rank within the three services are listed in an appendix. No attempt is
made to duplicate the Australian Dictionary of Biography; nor, except in two instances, have the
editors commissioned articles on specific individuals from the historians who wrote those particular
entries forADB. The editors' focus is different, combining essential biographical facts with more
commentary and analysis. Battles are grouped into overall campaigns, thus providing a more
integrated approach enabling greater analysis of broader issues. The Companion offers essential
technical details on every significant weapons system employed in the three services since their
inception, together with comments thathelp place those systems in an operational and sometimes
political context. In addition, there are several longer articles on key aspects of military history and
culture. The entry on conscription, while not neglecting past controversies, explains the mechanics
of the various methods. There is anabsorbing entry on the ways in which animals have been used by
the military. Aboriginal resistance to white invasion is covered in a long entry, as is Aboriginal
service in the armed forces. There are also several articles on military influences in Australian
culture - war films, literature, art,popular culture. Complete with 100 photographs and 32 maps, the
result is a comprehensive work of reference, analysis and interest that will come to be regarded as
the authoritative work in the field.
  oxford companion to military history: The Oxford Companion to New Zealand Military
History Ian C. McGibbon, Paul Goldstone, 2000 From the destructive Musket War, which culminated
centuries of Maori tribal warfare, to the New Zealand wars to the world wars of the twentieth
century, conflict has played a defining role in New Zealand. The Oxford Companion to New Zealand
Military History provides a fascinating look at this history. It contains more then 650 entries, written
by a wide range of contributors, and covers all of the main campaigns and wars since 1800. It
provides numerous profiles of key figures, including Te Rauparaha, Gustavus von Tempsky, Charles
Upham, Ettie Rout, Bernard Freyberg, and John Stark. It also describes the weapons and equipment
used in New Zealand's military operations, and it features substantial essays on the impact of war on
religion, science, technology, and industry, as well as it influence on New Zealand's language,
literature, art, and film. Comprehensive and rich in detail, with over 150 photographs and 40 maps,
the book is an invaluable reference for students of military history.
  oxford companion to military history: A Guide to British Military History Ian F. W. Beckett,
2016-06-30 What exactly is military history? Forty years ago it meant battles, campaigns, great
commanders, drums and trumpets. It was largely the preserve of military professionals and was used



to support national history and nationalism. Now, though, the study of war has been transformed by
the war and society approach, by the examination of identity, memory and gender, and a less
Euro-centric and more global perspective. Generally it is recognised that war and conflict must be
integrated into the wider narrative of historical development, and this is why Ian Becketts research
guide is such a useful tool for anyone working in this growing field. It introduces students to all the
key debates, issues and resources. While European and global perspectives are not neglected, there
is an emphasis on the British experience of war since 1500. This survey of British military history
will be essential reading and reference for anyone who has a professional or amateur interest in the
subject, and it will be a valuable introduction for newcomers to it.
  oxford companion to military history: American Military History Daniel K. Blewett,
2008-12-30 In this companion volume to his 1995 bibliography of the same title, Daniel Blewett
continues his foray into the vast literature of military studies. As did its predecessor, it covers land,
air, and naval forces, primarily but not exclusively from a U.S. perspective, with the welcome
emergence of small wars from publishing obscurity. In addition to identifying relevant organizations
and associations, Blewett has gathered together the very best in chronologies, bibliographies,
biographical dictionaries, indexes, journals abstracts, glossaries, and encyclopedias, each
accompanied by a brief descriptive annotation. This work remains a pertinent addition to the general
reference collections of public and academic libraries as well as special libraries, government
documents collections, military and intelligence agency libraries, and historical societies and
museums.
  oxford companion to military history: History ,
  oxford companion to military history: Women at War James Wise, Scott Baron, 2011-08-15
Wise and Baron relate the compelling war experiences of thirty American female soldiers in the war
zones of Iraq and Afghanistan, highlighting their extraordinary display of dedication to their mission
and to the soldiers and sailors with whom they served. While the book's focus is on today's women in
combat, it also reaches back to Korea, Vietnam and World War II to offer stories of inspiring women
who served at the cusp of the spear as they fought and died for their country.
  oxford companion to military history: How to Write History that People Want to Read A.
Curthoys, A. McGrath, 2016-04-30 Drawn from decades of experience, this is a concise and highly
practical guide to writing history. Aimed at all kinds of people who write history academic historians,
public historians, professional historians, family historians and students of all levels the book
includes a wide range of examples from many genres and styles.
  oxford companion to military history: Military History Supremo Joan Beaumont, Garth
Pratten, 2025-06-12 Professor Emeritus David Horner AM FASSA is one of Australia’s greatest
military historians and its fifth official historian of war and military operations. Few who undertake
research in the field can do so without consulting his prodigious, authoritative and definitive
publications. Serving for 25 years in the Australian Army before joining The Australian National
University, Horner is the epitome of the soldier–scholar and has played a key role in establishing
military history as an academic discipline in Australia. This volume honours Horner’s long career of
service to history and the nation. Authors pay tribute to Horner’s legacy by engaging with his
scholarship, applying his conclusions to new case studies and contexts, reflecting and expanding on
the subjects he addressed and the methodologies he employed, and pushing the boundaries of the
discipline he was instrumental in founding. The breadth of Horner’s research is demonstrated by the
subjects and themes they address, including strategic planning and policy, command, multinational
operations, intelligence and defence policy. Military History Supremo both underscores Horner’s
contribution to Australia’s military and intelligence history and highlights the vibrancy and
relevance of the field today.
  oxford companion to military history: Introduction to Global Military History Jeremy Black,
2006-09-27 Completely unique in its global scope, this major text does what no other book in the
field does: provides students with an excellent account of modern military history with analysis of
strategy, as well as tactical and operational developments in the field of war. Carefully written by a



highly renowned author, this book has been widely praised by American and UK reviewers for its
astonishing grasp of detail and its encyclopedic knowledge. Arranged chronologically, it spans the
American War of Independence, through the French Revolution, right up to the latest conflicts in the
2000s. Specially designed to be user-friendly, Introduction to Global Military History offers: chapter
introductions and conclusions to assist study and revision ‘voices of war’ – sourced extracts from the
field of war case studies in each chapter to support the narrative and provoke discussion vivid
engravings, plans, paintings, and photos to bring the conflicts alive a twelve page colour map section
plus twenty-one other integrated maps annotated references from the latest publications in the field.
Jeremy Black covers all aspects of military conflict, masterfully combining the study of tactics and
war strategy with the social, cultural and political consequences of war.
  oxford companion to military history: Duty First David Murray Horner, Jean Bou, 2008-03-01
Duty First is the complete history of the Royal Australian Regiment, which has been the mainstay of
the Australian Regular Army for over sixty years. With the formation of the regular army, including
the Royal Australian Regiment, for the first time Australia had a permanent professional army,
available in peacetime and in war for any task the government might direct. The Royal Australian
Regiment is the key fighting force of the army and has carried the main burden of active service
since the Second World War. Its history throws important light on the development of Australia's
defence. In late 1945, three battalions were formed to serve with the British Commonwealth
Occupation Force in Japan. Active service began with a 'baptism of fire' fierce combat in the Korean
War. This was followed by counter-guerrilla service in Malaya during the Emergency, action in
Borneo during Confrontation, including the top secret 'Claret' operations into Indonesian territory,
and active service in Vietnam. The book examines how the regiment adapted after the Vietnam War
to the demands of peacetime soldiering, including the pressures of peacekeeping. Finally, it reveals
how the regiment's traditions of flexibility and readiness have stood it in good stead in recent
operations in East Timor, the Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. Duty First concludes with a
series of short pieces in which former members of the regiment, from general to soldier, present
fascinating accounts of their personal experiences in a range of different operational and peacetime
circumstances. This is a story of humour and courage, of professionalism, and above all dedication to
duty. The Royal Australian Regiment's motto, 'Duty First', continues to reflect its ethos and spirit
today, over sixty years since its foundation.
  oxford companion to military history: Reader's Guide to Military History Charles
Messenger, 2013-10-31 This book contains some 600 entries on a range of topics from ancient
Chinese warfare to late 20th-century intervention operations. Designed for a wide variety of users, it
encompasses general reviews of aspects of military organization and science, as well as specific
wars and conflicts. The book examines naval and air warfare, as well as significant individuals,
including commanders, theorists, and war leaders. Each entry includes a listing of additional
publications on the topic, accompanied by an article discussing these publications with reference to
their particular emphases, strengths, and limitations.
  oxford companion to military history: A History of the Laws of War: Volume 1 Alexander
Gillespie, 2011-09-06 This unique new work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of
warfare from the earliest times to the present day. Relying on written records from as far back as
2400 BCE, and using sources ranging from the Bible to Security Council Resolutions, the author
pieces together the history of a subject which is almost as old as civilisation itself. The author shows
that as long as humanity has been waging wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising
different forms of combatants and regulating the treatment of captives. This first book on warfare
deals with the broad question of whether the patterns of dealing with combatants and captives have
changed over the last 5,000 years, and if so, how? In terms of context, the first part of the book is
about combatants and those who can 'lawfully' take part in combat. In many regards, this part of the
first volume is a series of 'less than ideal' pathways. This is because in an ideal world there would be
no combatants because there would be no fighting. Yet as a species we do not live in such a place or
even anywhere near it, either historically or in contemporary times. This being so, a second-best



alternative has been to attempt to control the size of military forces and, therefore, the bloodshed.
This is also not the case by which humanity has worked over the previous centuries. Rather, the
clear assumption for thousands of years has been that authorities are allowed to build the size of
their armed forces as large as they wish. The restraints that have been applied are in terms of the
quality and methods by which combatants are taken. The considerations pertain to questions of
biology such as age and sex, geographical considerations such as nationality, and the multiple
nuances of informal or formal combatants. These questions have also overlapped with ones of
compulsion and whether citizens within a country can be compelled to fight without their consent.
Accordingly, for the previous 3,000 years, the question has not been whether there should be a limit
on the number of soldiers, but rather who is or is not a lawful combatant. It has rarely been a
question of numbers. It has been, and remains, one of type. The second part of this book is about
people, typically combatants, captured in battle. It is about what happens to their status as
prisoners, about the possibilities of torture, assistance if they are wounded and what happens to
their remains should they be killed and their bodies fall into enemy hands. The theme that ties all of
these considerations together is that all of the acts befall those who are, to one degree or another,
captives of their enemies. As such, they are no longer masters of their own fate. As a work of
reference this first volume, as part of a set of three, is unrivalled, and will be of immense benefit to
scholars and practitioners researching and advising on the laws of warfare. It also tells a story which
throws fascinating new light on the history of international law and on the history of warfare itself.
  oxford companion to military history: Military Education and the British Empire,
1815–1949 Douglas E. Delaney, Robert C. Engen, Meghan Fitzpatrick, 2018-12-14 Common military
education was the lifeblood of the armies, navies, and air forces of the British Empire. It permeated
every aspect of the profession of arms and was an essential ingredient for success in both war and
peace. Military Education and Empire is the first major scholarly work to address the role of military
education in maintaining the empire throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Bringing
together the world’s top scholars on the subject, this book places distinct national narratives –
Canadian, Australian, South African, British, and Indian – within a comparative context. The
contributors examine military education within the British Empire as a generator of institutional
knowledge, as a socializing agent, and as an enhancer of interoperability. This volume is the first to
examine military education from a transnational perspective, which allows readers the opportunity
to consider the connections between education and empire.
  oxford companion to military history: Captains of the Soul Michael Gladwin, 2013-12-19
Known affectionately as ‘Padres’, chaplains have been integral to the Australian Army for a century.
From the legendary William ‘Fighting Mac’ McKenzie, whose friendships with diggers in the
trenches of Gallipoli and France made him a national figure in 1918, to Harold Wardale-Greenwood,
who died caring for the sick while a POW on the brutal Sandakan ‘death march’ in July 1945, this
book assesses the contribution of Australian Army chaplains in conflicts and peacekeeping missions,
in barracks and among service families. Drawing on a wealth of original archival material and little
known published sources, Captains of the Soul represents the first comprehensive account of
Australian Army chaplains. It surveys their changing role and experience from the Great War of
1914–18 to the recent conflict in Afghanistan; charts the evolution of the Royal Australian Army
Chaplains’ Department across its first century; and addresses the significance of Army chaplaincy
for Australia’s military, religious and cultural history. It is a story of personal conviction and selfless
devotion.
  oxford companion to military history: A Cumulative Bibliography of Medieval Military
History and Technology, Update 2004 Kelly DeVries, 2004-12-01 This is the first update of A
Cumulative Bibliography of Medieval Military History and Technology, which appeared in 2002. It is
meant to do two things: to present references to works on medieval military history and technology
not included in the first volume; and to present references to all books and articles published on
medieval military history and technology from 2000 to 2002. These references are divided into the
same categories as in the first volume and cover a chronological period of the same length, from late



antiquity to 1648, again in order to present a more complete picture of influences on and from the
Middle Ages. It also continues to cover the same geographical area as the first volume, in essence
Europe and the Middle East, or, again, influences on and from this area. The languages of these
bibliographical references reflect this geography.
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