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Mild Intellectual Disability Teaching Strategies: Effective Approaches for Inclusive Education

mild intellectual disability teaching strategies are essential tools that educators and caregivers
use to support students with mild intellectual disabilities in reaching their full potential. Teaching
individuals with mild intellectual disabilities requires patience, creativity, and a deep understanding
of their unique learning needs. These strategies not only foster academic growth but also promote
social skills, independence, and self-confidence. If you’re an educator, parent, or support
professional, knowing how to adapt your teaching to suit these learners can make a world of
difference.

Understanding Mild Intellectual Disability and Its
Impact on Learning

Before diving into specific teaching methods, it’s important to grasp what mild intellectual disability
entails. Typically characterized by below-average intellectual functioning and adaptive behavior
challenges, students with mild intellectual disabilities may experience difficulties with problem-
solving, reasoning, memory, and communication. However, with appropriate support, many can
achieve academic success, develop meaningful social relationships, and live independently.

Recognizing the diversity within this group is crucial. Each student will have distinct strengths and
areas requiring support, making tailored teaching strategies a necessity rather than a luxury.

Core Mild Intellectual Disability Teaching Strategies
for the Classroom

Effective teaching strategies for students with mild intellectual disabilities emphasize clarity,
structure, and engagement. Below are some approaches that have proven successful:

1. Use Clear, Simple Language and Instructions

Students with mild intellectual disabilities often benefit from concise and straightforward language.
Complex vocabulary or long-winded explanations can lead to confusion and frustration. Breaking
down instructions into manageable steps and repeating key points can help reinforce understanding.

Visual supports, such as pictures, diagrams, or written cues, can complement verbal instructions,
catering to multiple learning styles and improving retention.



2. Incorporate Multi-Sensory Learning Experiences

Engaging multiple senses enhances memory and comprehension. Combining auditory, visual, and
kinesthetic activities allows students to interact with material in a way that feels natural and
meaningful.

For example, teaching math concepts can involve manipulative objects like counters or blocks, while
language lessons might include flashcards paired with verbal repetition and movement-based games.

3. Provide Consistent Routine and Structure

Predictability helps reduce anxiety and builds a sense of security. Maintaining a consistent daily
schedule with clearly outlined activities assists students in understanding expectations and
managing transitions smoothly.

Using visual timetables or checklists encourages independence and allows students to anticipate
what comes next, fostering self-regulation skills.

4. Offer Frequent Positive Reinforcement

Celebrating small successes encourages motivation and builds confidence. Praise should be specific,
focusing on effort and progress rather than just outcomes.

Incorporating reward systems, such as token economies or sticker charts, can further enhance
engagement, especially when tied to achievable goals.

Adapting Curriculum and Instruction for Students with
Mild Intellectual Disabilities

Adjustments to curriculum content and teaching methods can make learning more accessible and
meaningful.

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)

Creating an IEP tailored to a student’s abilities, challenges, and interests is fundamental. This plan
guides educators in setting realistic objectives and monitoring progress, ensuring instruction
remains relevant and targeted.



Breaking Down Complex Tasks

Complex assignments should be divided into smaller, manageable parts to avoid overwhelming
students. Using scaffolding techniques—where support is gradually removed as competence
increases—helps learners build independence.

Utilizing Assistive Technology

Technology can be an invaluable ally. Tools like speech-to-text software, educational apps, and
interactive whiteboards create dynamic learning environments and accommodate diverse needs.

Enhancing Social and Communication Skills Through
Teaching Strategies

Mild intellectual disabilities often come with challenges in social interaction and communication.
Addressing these is as important as academic instruction.

Role-Playing and Social Stories

Role-playing scenarios enable students to practice social situations in a safe space, enhancing
understanding of social cues and appropriate responses. Social stories—short narratives illustrating
particular behaviors or situations—can prepare students for real-life experiences.

Group Work and Cooperative Learning

Facilitating structured group activities encourages peer interaction and collaboration. This fosters
communication skills, empathy, and teamwork, which are vital for personal development.

Teaching Self-Advocacy

Helping students recognize their strengths and needs empowers them to express themselves and
seek assistance when necessary. Incorporating lessons on self-awareness and confidence-building
supports long-term success.

Role of Family and Community in Supporting Learning

Education for students with mild intellectual disabilities extends beyond the classroom. Family



involvement and community resources play a pivotal role in reinforcing learning and promoting
inclusion.

Collaborative Communication Between Educators and Families

Regular updates and shared strategies ensure consistency and support across environments.
Families can provide valuable insights into the child’s preferences and challenges, while educators
can suggest effective practices for home reinforcement.

Community-Based Learning Opportunities

Engaging students in community activities, such as volunteering or participating in clubs, offers
practical experiences that build independence and social skills. This real-world exposure
complements academic instruction and nurtures a sense of belonging.

Tips for Teachers: Creating an Inclusive and Supportive
Environment

- **Be Patient and Flexible:** Progress may be gradual and non-linear. Adjust your approach as
needed and celebrate every achievement.
- **Build Strong Relationships:** Trust and rapport are foundational to effective teaching. Show
genuine interest and care for each student.
- **Encourage Peer Support:** Promote buddy systems or mentoring to foster peer connections and
reduce isolation.
- **Continue Professional Development:** Stay informed about the latest research and strategies
related to mild intellectual disabilities to enhance your teaching toolkit.

Implementing mild intellectual disability teaching strategies is a journey that requires dedication,
creativity, and empathy. With the right approaches, educators can unlock the potential within every
student, paving the way for lifelong learning and success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective teaching strategies for students with mild
intellectual disability?
Effective strategies include using clear, simple instructions, incorporating visual aids, providing
hands-on learning experiences, and breaking tasks into smaller, manageable steps.



How can teachers adapt their curriculum for students with
mild intellectual disability?
Teachers can modify the curriculum by simplifying content, focusing on practical life skills, using
multi-sensory approaches, and allowing extended time for assignments and assessments.

What role does positive reinforcement play in teaching
students with mild intellectual disability?
Positive reinforcement encourages desired behaviors and learning by providing rewards or praise,
which helps increase motivation and engagement in students with mild intellectual disability.

How important is individualized instruction for learners with
mild intellectual disability?
Individualized instruction is crucial as it addresses each student's unique strengths and challenges,
allowing for tailored teaching methods that maximize learning outcomes.

What classroom environment supports students with mild
intellectual disability?
A structured, predictable, and supportive classroom environment with minimal distractions helps
students focus better and feel safe, promoting more effective learning.

How can technology be integrated into teaching strategies for
mild intellectual disability?
Technology such as interactive apps, educational software, and communication devices can enhance
engagement, provide personalized learning, and support skill development for students with mild
intellectual disability.

Why is collaboration with families important in teaching
students with mild intellectual disability?
Collaboration ensures consistency between home and school, helps share insights about the
student’s needs, and fosters a supportive network that enhances the student’s educational progress.

What are some assessment strategies suitable for students
with mild intellectual disability?
Using formative assessments, performance-based tasks, and observational methods allows teachers
to monitor progress in a less stressful way and adjust instruction accordingly.

How does social skills training benefit students with mild



intellectual disability?
Social skills training helps these students develop communication, cooperation, and problem-solving
abilities, which are essential for their academic success and everyday interactions.

Additional Resources
Mild Intellectual Disability Teaching Strategies: Enhancing Learning Outcomes Through Targeted
Approaches

mild intellectual disability teaching strategies remain a critical focus within special education,
as educators seek effective methodologies to support learners who face cognitive challenges yet
possess significant potential for growth. These strategies are designed to accommodate unique
learning needs, promote independence, and foster academic and social development. Understanding
the nuances of mild intellectual disability and tailoring instruction accordingly can dramatically
influence educational outcomes and quality of life for affected students.

Defining Mild Intellectual Disability and Its
Educational Implications

Mild intellectual disability (MID) is characterized by limitations in intellectual functioning and
adaptive behaviors that manifest during the developmental period, typically reflected by an IQ score
ranging from approximately 50 to 70. Students with MID often experience difficulties in problem-
solving, abstract reasoning, and social skills, but generally acquire academic abilities at a slower
pace compared to their peers. These challenges necessitate specialized teaching strategies that
balance support with the encouragement of autonomy.

The educational implications of MID are multifaceted. Learners may require modifications in
curriculum content, teaching pace, and assessment methods. Importantly, while cognitive
processing may be delayed, many students possess strengths in concrete thinking and practical
skills, which educators can leverage to optimize instruction.

Core Principles of Effective Teaching Strategies for
Mild Intellectual Disability

Effective mild intellectual disability teaching strategies hinge on several foundational principles.
These include individualized instruction, consistency, repetition, and the use of multi-sensory
learning modalities. Strategies must be responsive to the student’s cognitive profile, learning style,
and social-emotional context.



Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and Goal Setting

Central to teaching students with MID is the development of an Individualized Education Program
(IEP). The IEP outlines specific, measurable goals tailored to the student’s abilities and needs.
Teachers, specialists, and families collaboratively design these plans to ensure realistic expectations
and targeted interventions. The clarity provided by IEPs allows for structured progress monitoring
and timely adjustments.

Multi-Sensory Instructional Techniques

Multi-sensory approaches engage multiple senses simultaneously—visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and
tactile—to reinforce learning. For instance, when teaching vocabulary, educators might use
flashcards (visual), verbal repetition (auditory), and hands-on activities (kinesthetic) to enhance
retention. This methodology is particularly effective for students with MID, as it addresses diverse
learning pathways and aids memory consolidation.

Scaffolding and Task Analysis

Scaffolding involves breaking down complex tasks into manageable steps, providing graduated
support that fades as the learner gains competence. Task analysis complements this by decomposing
activities into discrete components, enabling targeted teaching of each element. For example, in
teaching math problem-solving, an instructor might first focus on understanding the problem, then
identifying operations, followed by calculation, and finally checking the answer.

Instructional Strategies Tailored to Mild Intellectual
Disability

Repetition and Routine

Consistency and repetition are crucial in reinforcing new concepts for students with MID. Repeated
exposure to material helps solidify understanding and builds confidence. Establishing classroom
routines also reduces anxiety and allows students to focus on learning rather than unpredictability.
For example, starting each lesson with a review of previous content can anchor new information
within a familiar framework.

Use of Visual Supports and Technology

Visual aids such as graphic organizers, charts, and picture schedules provide concrete references
that aid comprehension and organization. Additionally, technology integration—like educational
software designed for special needs—offers interactive and adaptive learning experiences. Tablets



and apps can promote engagement through gamified content, immediate feedback, and
customizable difficulty levels.

Positive Behavior Support and Motivation

Students with MID may encounter frustration when facing academic challenges, which can impact
motivation and behavior. Positive behavior support strategies focus on reinforcing desirable
behaviors through rewards, praise, and encouragement rather than punitive measures. Setting
achievable goals and celebrating incremental successes fosters a growth mindset and resilience.

Collaborative Learning and Social Skills Development

Group activities provide opportunities to practice communication, cooperation, and problem-solving
in real-time. Collaborative learning not only enhances academic skills but also social competencies
vital for integration into broader society. Structured peer interactions, guided by educators, help
students with MID navigate social nuances and build meaningful relationships.

Comparative Perspectives: Mild Intellectual Disability
Versus Other Cognitive Impairments

When designing teaching strategies, distinguishing between mild intellectual disability and other
cognitive impairments such as learning disabilities or developmental delays is essential. Unlike
specific learning disabilities that may affect isolated academic areas, MID encompasses broader
cognitive and adaptive functioning deficits. Consequently, teaching methods for MID are typically
more comprehensive, involving greater emphasis on life skills and functional academics.

In contrast, students with learning disabilities might benefit more from targeted interventions
addressing dyslexia or dyscalculia, whereas those with MID require modifications across multiple
domains. Understanding these distinctions ensures that educational plans are appropriately
calibrated to the learner’s profile.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing Mild
Intellectual Disability Teaching Strategies

Despite advances in pedagogical techniques, educators face challenges in adapting teaching
strategies for students with MID. Resource limitations, such as insufficient training or lack of
specialized materials, can impede effective delivery. Additionally, balancing curriculum standards
with individualized pacing demands skillful differentiation.

Another consideration is the heterogeneity within the MID population. Variations in abilities,
cultural backgrounds, and co-occurring conditions require flexible and culturally responsive



approaches. Collaboration among multidisciplinary teams, including special educators,
psychologists, and speech therapists, is vital to address these complexities comprehensively.

Pros and Cons of Mainstream Inclusion

Inclusion of students with MID in mainstream classrooms is endorsed widely for promoting social
integration and equal opportunities. However, the success of inclusion hinges on adequate support
structures. When implemented effectively, inclusion fosters peer acceptance and models of
appropriate behavior. Conversely, without proper accommodations, students may struggle to keep
pace, leading to disengagement.

Educators must weigh these factors carefully, ensuring that mild intellectual disability teaching
strategies within inclusive settings are sufficiently robust to meet diverse learning needs.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Innovations in educational technology, such as artificial intelligence-driven tutoring systems, hold
promise for personalized learning experiences tailored to students with MID. Virtual reality and
augmented reality tools can simulate real-life scenarios to enhance functional skills training.

Moreover, increasing emphasis on transition planning prepares students for post-secondary
education, employment, and independent living. Mild intellectual disability teaching strategies are
evolving to incorporate life skills instruction, self-advocacy, and vocational training, reflecting a
holistic approach to education.

The integration of data-driven decision-making through continuous assessment and progress
tracking further refines instructional methods, enabling timely interventions and maximizing student
potential.

---

Through a nuanced understanding of mild intellectual disability teaching strategies, educators can
create inclusive, supportive, and effective learning environments. By embracing individualized
instruction, multi-sensory techniques, and collaborative approaches, the educational landscape
continually adapts to empower students with mild intellectual disabilities to achieve meaningful
academic and social milestones.
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  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Instructional Strategies for Students
With Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disability Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck,
2017-01-20 Strategies for Students with Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disabilities is a
textbook for undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in special and general education teacher
preparation programs (as well as practicing professionals) offering a solid, research based text on
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instructional methodologies for teaching students with intellectual disability across the spectrum of
intellectual abilities. The book addresses both academic and functional curricula in addition to
behavioral interventions. Additionally, Instructional Strategies for Students Mild, Moderate, and
Severe Intellectual Disability adopts developmental or life span approach covering preschool
through adolescence and young adulthood.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Instructional Strategies for Students
With Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disability Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck,
2017-01-20 Strategies for Students with Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disabilities is a
textbook for undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in special and general education teacher
preparation programs (as well as practicing professionals) offering a solid, research based text on
instructional methodologies for teaching students with intellectual disability across the spectrum of
intellectual abilities. The book addresses both academic and functional curricula in addition to
behavioral interventions. Additionally, Instructional Strategies for Students Mild, Moderate, and
Severe Intellectual Disability adopts developmental or life span approach covering preschool
through adolescence and young adulthood.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Commonsense Methods for Children with
Special Educational Needs Peter Westwood, 2015-04-30 This fully revised and updated seventh
edition of Commonsense Methods for Children with Special Educational Needs continues to offer
practical advice on evidence-based teaching methods and intervention strategies for helping
children with a wide range of disabilities or difficulties. The advice the author provides is embedded
within a clear theoretical context and draws on the latest international research and literature from
the field. Coverage includes: learning difficulties and disabilities students with autism spectrum
disorders, intellectual disability, physical or health issues, and sensory impairments gifted and
talented students developing social skills and self-management behaviour management teaching
methods literacy and numeracy curriculum differentiation and adaptive teaching computer-based
instruction and e-learning. Peter Westwood also provides additional information and advice on
transition from school to employment for students with disabilities, lesson study, e-learning, and
computer-aided instruction, and reflects on the important changes made within the latest Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5).
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Characteristics of and Strategies for
Teaching Students with Mild Disabilities Martin Henley, Roberta S. Ramsey, Robert Algozzine, 2009
6th edition includes information on Asperger's Syndrome, pervasive developmental delay and
non-verbal learning disabilities, as well as expanded information on ADHD. Provides new
information on Response to Intervention (RTI) and discusses the new guidelines established by the
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities for identification of students
with mild intellectual disabilities.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Commonsense Methods for Students
with Special Needs and Disabilities Peter Westwood, 2025-03-25 This fully revised ninth edition
continues to offer teachers practical advice on new evidence-based approaches for teaching and
managing students with a wide range of abilities, disabilities, and difficulties. Based on topical
international research from the field, this new edition provides practical advice for teachers and
tutors to enable them to adapt evidence-based methods when working in inclusive settings with
students with special needs, including gifted and talented students. Throughout the text, approaches
to teaching and classroom management have been clearly described. New methods, programmes,
and interventions are reviewed, and there is increased coverage of digital technology and e-learning.
Teachers will also find support and guidance for working with students with learning difficulties in
literacy and numeracy, teaching students with physical, sensory and intellectual disability, fostering
students’ autonomy, social skills interventions, approaches to autism spectrum disorders, and much
more. All new information in every chapter is fully supported with reference to the most recent
writing and research. This continues to be an invaluable resource for practising and trainee
teachers, tutors, teaching assistants, and other education professionals responsible for supporting



students in inclusive schools.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Commonsense Methods for Children with
Special Needs and Disabilities Peter Westwood, 2020-11-25 This fully revised and updated eighth
edition of Peter Westwood’s book offers practical advice and strategies for meeting the challenge of
inclusive teaching. Based on the latest international research from the field, it offers practical advice
on both new and well-tried evidence-based approaches and strategies for teaching students with a
wide range of difficulties. As well as covering special educational needs, learning difficulties, and
disabilities in detail, chapters also explore topics such as self-management and autonomy, managing
behaviour, and social skills. The book offers sound pedagogical practices and strategies for adapting
curriculum content, designing teaching materials, differentiating instruction for mixed-ability
classes, and implementing inclusive assessment of learning. Key features of this new edition include:
Additional information on linking all aspects of teaching to a Response-to-Intervention Model A focus
on the increasing importance of digital technology in supporting the learning of students with
special educational needs and disabilities Up-to-date resource lists for each chapter, for those who
wish to pursue a particular topic in greater depth Reflecting cutting-edge international research and
teaching practices, this is an invaluable resource for practising and trainee teachers, teaching
assistants, and other educational professionals looking to support students with special educational
needs and disabilities.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Special Educational Needs and Inclusive
Education: Assessment and teaching strategies David R. Mitchell, 2004 Demonstrates how the fields
of special education and inclusive education have evolved philosophically and technically over the
past 30 years.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Intellectual and
Developmental Disorders Ellen Braaten, 2018-01-29 This encyclopedia provides an inter-disciplinary
approach, discussing the sociocultural viewpoints, policy implications, educational applications and
ethical issues involved in a wide range of disorders and interventions.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Special Education in Contemporary
Society Richard M. M. Gargiulo, Richard M. Gargiulo - Professor Emeritus, Emily C. Bouck,
2019-12-05 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality offers a
comprehensive, engaging, and readable introduction to the dynamic field of special education.
Grounded in research and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of the field,
this book provides students with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that are crucial to
constructing learning environments that allow all students to reach their full potential. Authors
Richard M. Gargiulo and Emily C. Bouck encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the
human side of special education, providing students with a look into the lives of exceptional students
and their families, as well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives.
The Seventh Edition maintains the broad context and research focus for which the book is known
while expanding on current trends and contemporary issues to better serve both pre-service and
in-service teachers of exceptional individuals. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and
learning package.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Commonsense Methods for Children with
Special Educational Needs Peter S. Westwood, 2003 The new edition of this important and
successful book provides teachers with an immediate and comprehensive source of practical ideas
for use in regular classrooms.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Using Cognitive Methods in the Classroom
Adrian F. Ashman, Robert N.F. Conway, 2017-09-13 How can teachers provide the best learning
experiences for students with varying skills and abilities? Teachers have many common needs. Most
work in a situation of high demands and expectations, but against a background that reflects a
reduced valuation of their efforts. Originally published in 1993, the authors share some thoughts
about contemporary teaching practice and suggest an approach – Process-Based Instruction – for a
coherent cognitive education programme that draws on the literatures of educational psychology



and educational theory and practice. The book is supported throughout with exercises and
illustrations designed to help teachers apply new strategies to classroom practice, particularly in
areas of the curriculum concerning problem solving.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: New Considerations and Best Practices
for Training Special Education Teachers Bell, Jeremy, 2022-02-18 The topic of special education
is rich in knowledge and pedagogy that covers multiple disciplines within the school environment.
Many special educators complete graduate degrees and explore a variety of topics within the special
education context; however, there is a need for more resources that provide essential knowledge to
special education professionals. New Considerations and Best Practices for Training Special
Education Teachers discusses best practices and strategies special education professionals require
to become more proficient in teaching students with exceptional needs and addresses the most
important components of the special education teacher’s job. Serving as a guide of what a special
educator must know to be effective within the classroom and providing an overview of the most
important components of the special education teacher’s job, the needs of the special educator,
along with new research in the field, this timely book covers a range of topics such as assistive
technologies and special education law. It is ideal for special education teachers, industry
professionals, guidance counselors, academicians, professors, researchers, practitioners, and
students.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Special Education Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey
P. Bakken, 2024-04-26 This volume is an excellent resource for special education professionals who
teach and serve learners with disabilities, and other related professionals involved in the educational
process such as administrators, school counsellors, and psychologists.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Cooperative Learning in Physical Education
Ben Dyson, Ashley Casey, 2012 Cooperative Learning is a dynamic instructional model that can
teach diverse content to students at different grade levels, with students working together in small,
structured, heterogeneous groups to master subject content. This book defines Cooperative
Learning in physical education and examines how to implement Cooperative Learning in a variety of
educational settings. As the only text to provide international perspectives of Cooperative Learning
in physical education, this book is important reading for any student, researcher or teacher with an
interest in physical education, sport education, sport pedagogy, curriculum development or methods
for learning and teaching.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Assistive Technology to Support Inclusive
Education Dianne Chambers, Chris Forlin, 2020-09-25 Assistive technology consists of products and
services that are designed to support students to augment, strengthen, or bypass areas of difficulty
and that allow them to access the curriculum and social aspects of the classroom where they would
not previously have had access.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Special Education in Contemporary Society
Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck, 2016-12-02 2015 Recipient of the Textbook Excellence Award
from the Text and Academic Authors Association (TAA) The Sixth Edition of Richard Gargiulo’s
well-respected Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality offers
a comprehensive, engaging, and easy-to-read introduction to special education. Grounded in
research and updated to reflect the most current thinking and standards of the field, the book
provides students with the skills and knowledge to become successful teachers. Richard Gargiulo
and new co-author Emily Bouck encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the human side
of special education. Their book provides students a rare look into the lives of exceptional students
and their families, as well as the teachers that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives.
The new edition maintains the broad context and research focus for which the book is known, while
expanding on current trends and contemporary issues to better serve both pre-service and in-service
teachers of exceptional individuals. The text is organized into two distinct parts to offer students a
truly comprehensive and humane understanding of exceptionality. In Part I, readers are provided
strong foundational perspective on broad topics that affect all individuals with an exceptionality. In



Part II, the authors engage students with thorough examinations of individual exceptionalities, and
discuss historical, personal, and educational details of each exceptionality as it affects a person
across the lifespan.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Cognitive Strategies for Special
Education Adrian F. Ashman, Robert N.F. Conway, 2017-09-13 Research on training programs for
students with learning difficulties has usually focused on the development of social and behavioural
skills and the acquisition of cognitive interventions and procedures. Originally published in 1989,
this book attempts to apply the methods validated by research and synthesize the discoveries made
in the psychological laboratory for the benefit of teachers in regular classrooms. It reviews the
literature relevant to special needs teaching and traces the development of cognitive research as it
applies to education. The authors propose a specific and practical teaching strategy which has been
successfully used by those working with students with special needs. Starting from the basic belief
that education is an interactive process between the participants, the authors have emphasised the
role and responsibility both of the teacher and the learner. Their book should be of value to
researchers and practitioners in psychology and special education.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Handbook of Developmental Disabilities
Samuel L. Odom, Robert H. Horner, Martha E. Snell, 2009-01-21 This authoritative handbook
reviews the breadth of current knowledge about developmental disabilities: neuroscientific and
genetic foundations; the impact on health, learning, and behavior; and effective educational and
clinical practices. Leading authorities analyze what works in intervening with diverse children and
families, from infancy through the school years and the transition to adulthood. Chapters present
established and emerging approaches to promoting communication and language abilities, academic
skills, positive social relationships, and vocational and independent living skills. Current practices in
positive behavior support are discussed, as are strategies for supporting family adaptation and
resilience.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Education of Students with an Intellectual
Disability Phil Foreman, 2009-07-01 This book is designed as a college-level textbook introducing
readers to all aspects of intellectual disability in children, from birth to the end of schooling, with an
educational focus. The book will be of interest to persons training as special education teachers or
who are training as regular teachers with a focus on special education. It will also be relevant
reading for parents of children with intellectual disability, for practicing teachers, and for other
professionals working with such children (psychologists, social workers, nurses, therapists). The
field of special education and intellectual disability practice has been strongly influenced by
legislation in the United States. The United States is also the source of most research in the
disability field. For this reason, there is an emphasis in this book on research and practice in the
United States. However, there is also coverage of research and practice in Australia (where the
author is located); the UK, where there are several leading research groups; and other parts of the
world. Instructors may wish to use the book as the basis of a one-semester unit on the education of
students with intellectual disability. Each chapter could be treated over 1 or 2 weeks, depending on
the focus of the group and the particular interest of the instructor. A group with an early childhood
focus would spend more time on early intervention. A secondary-focused group might spend more
time on postschool options. Each major chapter section has questions for discussion or reflection,
and there are also discussion questions about the case studies provided in each chapter. This book
provides readers with up-to-date information on the latest research on the identification and
definition of intellectual disability, assessment of intellectual disability and adaptive behavior, causes
of intellectual disability, educational options and alternatives, early intervention for young children
with intellectual disability, and practical approaches to teaching and intervention. In the final
chapter, the author reviews options for students at the end of their formal schooling.
  mild intellectual disability teaching strategies: Special Education for Young Learners with
Disabilities Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, 2019-01-07 This volume looks at current and future
innovations in teaching young learners with disabilities. It covers physical disabilities, learning



disabilities, and emotional and behavioral disorders.
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