ivory coast official language

Ivory Coast Official Language: Understanding the Linguistic Landscape of Céte d'lvoire

ivory coast official language serves as a gateway to exploring the rich cultural and linguistic
tapestry of this vibrant West African nation. Known officially as Cote d'lvoire, the country boasts a
diverse population speaking numerous indigenous languages. However, when it comes to
governance, education, and formal communication, one language stands out as the official medium:
French. This article delves into the significance of the ivory coast official language, its historical roots,
its role in society, and how it interacts with the multitude of local languages spoken across the
country.

Historical Background of the Ivory Coast Official
Language

The prominence of French as the ivory coast official language is deeply intertwined with the country's
colonial history. Cote d'lvoire was a French colony from the late 19th century until gaining
independence in 1960. During this period, French became the language of administration, education,
and commerce. After independence, the government retained French as the official language to unify
the country's diverse ethnic groups under a common linguistic framework.

This decision was practical and strategic. With over 60 indigenous languages spoken by different
ethnic communities, choosing a neutral language like French helped avoid favoring one local
language over others, which could have led to ethnic tensions. Thus, French became an essential tool
for national cohesion and international diplomacy.

The Role of French as the Ivory Coast Official Language
Today

Government and Administration

French remains the primary language used in all official government communications, legal
documents, and policy-making processes. Whether it's parliamentary debates, presidential speeches,
or official publications, French is the medium through which the state communicates with its citizens
and the global community. This ensures clarity and uniformity in governance.

Education System

One of the most critical areas where the ivory coast official language plays a pivotal role is education.
French is the language of instruction from primary school through university levels. Schools across the



country teach subjects in French, which helps students gain proficiency in a language that connects
them to broader economic and academic opportunities both within and beyond West Africa.

However, many schools also incorporate local languages in early education, recognizing their
importance in cultural identity and comprehension. This bilingual or multilingual approach aims to
bridge the gap between home languages and the official language, making learning more accessible
and effective.

Media and Communication

French dominates the media landscape in Cote d'lvoire. Newspapers, television channels, radio
broadcasts, and online platforms primarily use French to reach the widest audience possible.
Nevertheless, local languages also have a presence in radio programming and community media,
preserving cultural heritage and fostering inclusivity.

Indigenous Languages and Their Relationship with the
Ivory Coast Official Language

While French is the ivory coast official language, it coexists with a plethora of indigenous languages,
including Baoulé, Dioula, Senoufo, and Agni, among others. Each ethnic group uses its language
within communities and families, maintaining rich oral traditions and cultural expressions.

Multilingualism in Daily Life

For many Ivorians, multilingualism is a natural part of daily life. People often switch between French
and their mother tongues depending on context—using French in formal situations and indigenous
languages at home or in local markets. This linguistic flexibility highlights the dynamic relationship
between the official language and native tongues.

Challenges and Opportunities

Balancing the ivory coast official language with the preservation of local languages poses challenges.
On one hand, French is essential for national unity and global connectivity. On the other, indigenous
languages face the risk of diminishing use among younger generations, particularly in urban areas.

To address this, cultural organizations and educational initiatives promote the teaching and use of
indigenous languages. These efforts underscore the importance of linguistic diversity as part of the
country’s heritage, while still embracing French as a unifying tool.



French as a Gateway to International Relations and
Economic Growth

The ivory coast official language's global significance cannot be overstated. Being a Francophone
country connects Cote d'lvoire to a vast network of French-speaking nations across Africa, Europe,
and the Americas. This linguistic connection facilitates diplomatic relations, trade partnerships, and
cultural exchanges.

Moreover, proficiency in French opens doors for Ivorians seeking education and employment
opportunities abroad, particularly in France, Belgium, Canada, and other Francophone countries.
International organizations often require French language skills, making it a valuable asset in the job
market.

French and Regional Integration

Within West Africa, French serves as a lingua franca among neighboring countries like Burkina Faso,
Mali, and Senegal. This shared official language supports regional cooperation in economic blocs such
as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). It simplifies cross-border
communication and collaboration in areas ranging from infrastructure development to security.

The Future of the Ivory Coast Official Language

Looking ahead, the status of French as the ivory coast official language is likely to remain stable,
given its entrenched role in governance, education, and international relations. However, there is
growing recognition of the importance of promoting indigenous languages alongside French to
preserve cultural identity.

Technological advancements, such as digital platforms and mobile applications, offer new
opportunities to document and teach local languages. Additionally, media content in indigenous
languages is gradually increasing, helping to balance the linguistic ecosystem.

The government and civil society’s ongoing efforts to foster bilingualism and multilingualism will
shape the linguistic future of Cote d'lvoire. Embracing both the ivory coast official language and
native tongues ensures that the country’s diverse voices continue to be heard in harmony.

Exploring the ivory coast official language reveals much about Cote d'lvoire’s history, culture, and
society. French acts as a vital bridge connecting diverse communities within the country and linking
Cote d'lvoire to the wider world. At the same time, the rich mosaic of indigenous languages enriches
the nation’s identity, making Cote d'lvoire a truly multilingual and multicultural country. Whether you
are a language enthusiast, a traveler, or someone curious about West Africa, understanding this
linguistic landscape offers a fascinating glimpse into the heart of this dynamic nation.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of lvory Coast?

The official language of Ivory Coast is French.

Why is French the official language of Ivory Coast?

French is the official language of Ivory Coast because the country was a French colony until its
independence in 1960.

Are there any other languages spoken in Ivory Coast besides
French?

Yes, many indigenous languages such as Baoulé, Dioula, and Senoufo are widely spoken in Ivory
Coast.

Is French used in education and government in Ivory Coast?

Yes, French is the primary language used in education, government, and official documents in Ivory
Coast.

How does the use of French impact communication in Ivory
Coast?

French serves as a unifying language in Ivory Coast, facilitating communication across diverse ethnic
groups.

Is French the mother tongue for most people in Ilvory Coast?

No, French is usually a second language, while many Ivorians speak local languages as their mother
tongue.

Are there efforts to preserve indigenous languages in Ivory
Coast?

Yes, there are cultural and educational initiatives aimed at preserving and promoting indigenous
languages alongside French.

How does Ivory Coast's official language compare to other
West African countries?

Like Ivory Coast, several West African countries such as Senegal and Burkina Faso also have French
as their official language due to colonial history.



Can tourists get by speaking only French in Ilvory Coast?

Yes, tourists who speak French can generally communicate effectively in Ivory Coast, especially in
urban areas.

Has there been any debate about changing the official
language of Ivory Coast?

While French remains the official language, there have been discussions about promoting local
languages to preserve cultural heritage.

Additional Resources

Ivory Coast Official Language: An In-depth Exploration of Linguistic Dynamics

ivory coast official language plays a pivotal role in shaping the nation's cultural identity,
governance, and social interactions. As a West African country with a rich tapestry of ethnic groups
and languages, Ivory Coast’s linguistic landscape is complex and multifaceted. Understanding the
official language within this context requires not only identifying the language itself but also exploring
its historical roots, societal implications, and the interplay with indigenous tongues.

The Official Language of Ivory Coast: French as a
Lingua Franca

The official language of Ivory Coast is French. This status stems from the country’s colonial history as
part of French West Africa, where French was established as the administrative and educational
medium. Today, French serves as the language of government, education, media, and formal
communication across lvory Coast. It acts as the unifying linguistic thread in a country where over 60
indigenous languages coexist.

French’s designation as the ivory coast official language facilitates national cohesion in a multi-ethnic
society. It enables effective governance and participation in international diplomacy, especially within
Francophone organizations such as the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie. Additionally,
French proficiency is often linked to socio-economic opportunities, particularly in urban centers like
Abidjan and Yamoussoukro.

Historical Context and Colonial Legacy

The adoption of French as the official language cannot be disentangled from Ivory Coast’s colonial
past. From the late 19th century until independence in 1960, Ivory Coast was under French colonial
rule. The colonial administration imposed French as the language of instruction and official affairs,
sidelining local languages.

Although independence allowed for political autonomy, the new government maintained French as



the official language due to its entrenched role in state functions and its utility as a neutral medium
among diverse ethnic groups. This decision reflected a broader trend across Francophone Africa,
where former colonies retained French to preserve administrative continuity and international ties.

French in Education and Administration

In Ivory Coast, French dominates the education system. From primary schools to universities, French
is the primary language of instruction. This approach aims to standardize education nationwide,
ensuring that citizens acquire skills necessary for participation in national and global economies.

Government institutions, legal proceedings, and official documents are also conducted exclusively in
French. This centralization of French reinforces its position but simultaneously raises questions about
accessibility for non-French speakers, particularly in rural regions where indigenous languages
prevail.

Linguistic Diversity Beyond the Official Language

While French holds official status, Ivory Coast is home to remarkable linguistic diversity. Estimates
suggest the presence of approximately 78 languages spoken across the country. These languages
belong mainly to four major language families: Niger-Congo (including Kwa and Mande branches), Kru,
and Gur.

Major Indigenous Languages and Their Influence

Some of the most widely spoken indigenous languages include Baoulé, Dioula (also spelled Jula),
Senoufo, and Bété. Among these, Dioula serves as a trade language and is particularly prevalent in
the northern and western regions. It functions as a de facto lingua franca in everyday interactions,
especially in markets and informal contexts.

The coexistence of French and indigenous languages creates a dynamic bilingual or multilingual

environment for many Ivorians. In urban areas, code-switching between French and local languages is
common, reflecting cultural hybridity.

Challenges and Opportunities of Multilingualism

The linguistic plurality in Ivory Coast presents both opportunities and challenges. On one hand, it
enriches cultural heritage and fosters local identity preservation. On the other, it complicates
communication and education policies.

Some challenges associated with the status of the ivory coast official language include:

e Language Barrier: French proficiency remains uneven, especially in remote areas, potentially



limiting access to services and political participation.

e Marginalization of Indigenous Languages: The dominance of French may contribute to the
erosion of local languages, some of which face the threat of extinction.

e Educational Disparities: Instruction exclusively in French can hinder comprehension and
academic performance for students whose first language is not French.

Conversely, promoting multilingual education and incorporating indigenous languages into curricula
could enhance inclusivity and cultural preservation, though implementation remains complex.

Comparative Perspectives: lvory Coast and Other
Francophone African Countries

Ivory Coast’s approach to the official language is reflective of broader Francophone African trends.
Countries such as Senegal, Mali, and Burkina Faso also designate French as their official language
while maintaining a mosaic of indigenous languages.

However, the degree of integration of local languages into public life varies. For example, Senegal has
made efforts to promote Wolof alongside French, recognizing its widespread use. In contrast, Ivory
Coast continues to prioritize French in official domains with limited institutional support for indigenous
tongues.

This comparative lens highlights the delicate balance between maintaining colonial legacies for
administrative efficiency and fostering linguistic diversity for cultural authenticity.

Economic and International Implications of French as the
Official Language

French’s official status facilitates Ivory Coast’s integration into the global economy, especially within
Francophone trade networks. It enhances communication with international partners and access to
foreign investment, media, and technology.

Moreover, fluency in French opens doors to education and employment opportunities abroad,
particularly in Europe. French serves as a gateway language, amplifying Ivory Coast’s geopolitical
relevance.

The Future of Language Policy in lvory Coast

Language policy in Ivory Coast continues to evolve amid demographic shifts, urbanization, and
globalization. While French remains firmly entrenched, there is growing awareness of the importance
of protecting indigenous languages.



Efforts to document, teach, and promote local languages are emerging through cultural organizations
and academic research. The government faces the task of balancing the pragmatic utility of French
with the cultural imperative of linguistic diversity.

Technological advances, such as digital media and language apps, offer new platforms for indigenous
languages to thrive. However, sustained policy support is necessary to ensure that the ivory coast
official language landscape reflects both unity and diversity.

In summary, the ivory coast official language—French—serves as a cornerstone of national identity

and functionality. Yet, the country’s rich linguistic fabric invites ongoing dialogue about inclusion,
preservation, and the role of language in shaping Ivory Coast’s future.

Ivory Coast Official Language

ivory coast official language: Language and National Identity in Africa Andrew Simpson,
2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and national identity in Africa. Leading
specialists examine countries in every part of the continent - Egypt, Morocco, Sudan, Senegal, Mali,
Sierra Leone, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanbia, South Africa,
and the nations of the Horn, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Somalia. Each chapter describes and
examines the country's linguistic and political history and the relation of its languages to national,
ethnic, and cultural identities, and assesses the relative status of majority and minority languages
and the role of language in ethnic conflict. Of the book's authors, fifteen are from Africa and seven
from Europe and the USA. Jargon-free, fully referenced, and illustrated with seventeen maps, this
book will be of value to a wide range of readers in linguistics, politics, history, sociology, and
anthropology. It will interest everyone wishing to understand the dynamic interactions between
language and politics in Africa, in the past and now.

ivory coast official language: The Languages of the World Kenneth Katzner, Kirk Miller,
2002-09-11 Third edition of this extremely popular volume - the combined sales of the first and
second editions total over 34,000 copies New, larger format for this 3rd edition Coverage of every
country in the world, with information on their main languages and speaker numbers Designed for
the non-specialist, providing information on the history of each language and an introduction to
language families

ivory coast official language: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich Ammon,
Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description available for
SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.

ivory coast official language: The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights [2
Volume Set] Nat Rubner, 2023 A landmark study of the African Charter on human and peoples'
rights, one of the most important documents in modern African history, that positions it within the
African Lives Matter struggle to assert an African identity rather than as simply a human rights
document. This set describes its underlying African origins and how the principles of the OAU
influenced its path and content.

ivory coast official language: Almanac of African Peoples and Nations Mohamad Yakan,
2017-11-30 The peoples of Africa are neither ethnically, culturally, nor religiously homogeneous.
European colonial powers took little note of this reality in carving up the continent, a fact reflected
in the periodic outbreak of civil war since decolonialization. Likewise, Western European models of
development, whether in their liberal or Marxist manifestations, have so far failed to meet African
development needs. The path to stability in Africa is through its people's character and goals.
Almanac of African Peoples and Nations provides an essential guide to the major ethnic groups of



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/ivory-coast-official-language.pdf

the African continent, highlighting the major contributions and basic features of each.The Almanac
reviews Africa's language families and their respective national and geographic concentrations,
explaining ethnic classification based on linguistic difference and including language groups that are
not indigenous to Africa. The major African peoples are then listed by country with a statistical
breakdown on their respective shares in the total population of each country and maps indicating
their concentration. The major section of the volume includes a comprehensive listing and
descriptive profile of each ethnic, national, and tribal group detailing their history, customs,
economic systems, and political and social organizations. The Almanac points out as well which
groups support revisionist political aspirations and shows the internal and external pressures they
are subject to. Yakan notes that African societies are not highly integrated and must support
multitudes of influential sub-cultures with conflicting agendas and loyalties. Arguing that tribalism
reflects Africa's historical experience and cultural heritage, he sees the resolution of the continent's
problems in consociational democracy, proportional representation, federalism, or some form of
autonomous rule.

ivory coast official language: Cote D'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) Insolvency (Bankruptcy) Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information and Basic Laws IBP, Inc., 2016-04-22 Cote D'Ivoire
(Ivory Coast) Insolvency (Bankruptcy) Laws and Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information and
Basic Laws

ivory coast official language: An Introduction to Sociolinguistics Janet Holmes, Nick
Wilson, 2017-02-10 In this best-selling introductory textbook, Janet Holmes and Nick Wilson examine
the role of language in a variety of social contexts, considering both how language works and how it
can be used to signal and interpret various aspects of social identity. Divided into three sections, this
book explains basic sociolinguistic concepts in the light of classic approaches as well as introducing
more recent research. This fifth edition has been revised and updated throughout using key
concepts and examples to guide the reader through this fascinating area, including: a new chapter
on identity that reflects the latest research; a brand new companion website which is fully
cross-referenced within this book, and which includes and video and audio materials, interactive
activities and links to useful websites; updated and revised examples and exercises which include
new material from Tanzania, Wales, Paraguay and Timor-Leste; fully updated further reading and
references sections. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics is the essential introductory text for all
students of sociolinguistics and a splendid point of reference for students of English language
studies, linguistics and applied linguistics.

ivory coast official language: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education
Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.

ivory coast official language: Historical Dictionary of Cote d'Ivoire (The Ivory Coast)
Cyril K. Daddieh, 2016-02-09 Cote d’Ivoire remains one of the most intriguing countries in
sub-Saharan Africa. It appeared well on its way to becoming a model of development under its single
political party and charismatic founding father, Félix Houphouét-Boigny, when it fell on hard
economic times in the 1980s. Poor management of the socio-economic challenges by
Houphouét-Boigny’s successors produced disastrous political consequences, including
unprecedented political violence, the first-ever successful military coup, and two civil wars,
culminating in former President Laurent Gbagbo being sent to the International Criminal Court
(ICC) in The Hague to stand trial for war crimes. This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Cote
d'Ivoire (The Ivory Coast) contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent
access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the Cote d'Ivoire.

ivory coast official language: Linguistics in Sub-Saharan Africa Jack Berry, Thomas Albert
Sebeok, 2017-08-21 No detailed description available for Linguistics in Sub-Saharan Africa.



ivory coast official language: Global Perspectives on Intercultural Communication Stephen M.
Croucher, 2017-06-12 What is intercultural communication? How does perspective shape a person’s

definition of the key tenets of the term and the field? These are the core questions explored by this
accessible global introduction to intercultural communication. Each chapter explores the topic from
a different geographic, religious, theoretical, and/or methodological perspective, with an emphasis
on non-Western approaches, including Buddhist, South American, Muslim, and Chinese
perspectives. Featuring the voices of a range of international contributors, this new textbook
presents the full breadth of diverse approaches to intercultural communication and showcases the
economic, political, and cultural/societal needs for and benefits of communicative competence.

ivory coast official language: The Architect's Guide to Developing and Managing an
International Practice Bradford Perkins, 2021-03-16 Start or grow your architectural firm with this
masterful guide to international practice, featuring country-specific information for over 185
countries The Architect’s Guide to Developing and Managing an International Practice is the
definitive resource for architects considering or already engaged in projects outside the United
States. Offering expert guidance on every essential aspect of international expansion and
management success, this comprehensive volume covers recruiting, licensing, strategic planning,
current trends, emerging technologies, and more. Author L. Bradford Perkins clarifies and expands
upon the major issues that architects face when they begin to explore how to enter a new
international market for their services. This real-world guide is designed for young architects and
architectural students thinking about working overseas, for firm leaders pursuing international
projects for the first time, and for established global firms seeking to expand or refine their ongoing
international practices. It includes advice drawn from dozens of conversations with leading
architects who have worked in dozens of countries around the world. A must-read for architecture
and design professionals wanting to successfully win and carry out work abroad, this book will help
you: Plan an entry into international practice Pick the best initial or next international market for
your services Sell and contract for your services Manage the financial aspects of international
practice Invoice and collect what is owed to you Enhance your domestic practice with international
work Understand the telecommunication, software, and technology platforms required Identify and
avoid the common problems of international practice Understand how experienced global firms
effectively deal with risks and issues Written by the co-founder of Perkins Eastman Architects, an
international architectural firm with more than 1000 employees and work experience in over 60
countries, The Architect’s Guide to Developing and Managing an International Practice is an
indispensable reference and guide for any architect planning to seek work outside the United States.

ivory coast official language: Dictionary of Languages Andrew Dalby, 2015-10-28 Covering
the political, social and historical background of each language, Dictionary of Languages offers a
unique insight into human culture and communication. Every language with official status is
included, as well as all those that have a written literature and 175 'minor' languages with special
historical or anthropological interest. We see how, with the rapidly increasing uniformity of our
culture as media's influence spreads, more languages have become extinct or are under threat of
extinction. The text is highlighted by maps and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and
quotations reveal the features that make a language unique.

ivory coast official language: Demographic and Socioeconomic Basis of Ethnolinguistics Jacob
S. Siegel, 2017-10-25 This book presents a description and analysis of sociolinguistics written from a
demographer’s perspective. It synthesizes the data on the materials, methods, and issues of this
interdisciplinary field, pulling together the scattered materials published in this area into a coherent
whole. Drawing on a wide range of sciences in addition to demography and sociolinguistics,
including sociology, anthropology, statistics, psychology, neuroscience, and public policy, the book
treats theoretical and applied issues, links methods and substantive findings, covers both national
and international materials, and provides prehistorical, historical, and contemporary illustrations.
The book treats the theoretical issue of how the language we use develops socially on a base of
linguistic genetic capacity and the practical issue of how the intervention of the state and public



figures may profoundly alter the natural evolution of the language. As such, this book will appeal to
a wide range of users, from students to teachers and practitioners of social demography,
sociolinguistics, cultural anthropology, and particularly to those social scientists interested in ethnic
studies and human migration.

ivory coast official language: Religion and Contemporary Politics Timothy J. Demy, Jeffrey M.
Shaw Ph.D., 2019-09-19 With respect to the countries of the world, this work addresses two basic
questions: How does religion affect politics in this country? and How does politics affect religion in
this country? Although there are many books on the topics of religion and politics, reference works
that consider the two together are few, with those that do exist primarily addressing theory rather
than trends. The present work does the latter, contextualizing them within regional and national
boundaries. In so doing, it recognizes the power of political and religious ideas and movements on
individuals, communities, and nations, making the work a valuable resource for several disciplines,
among them political science, international relations, religion, and sociology. The work focuses on
the interplay of religion and politics in countries around the world with an emphasis on the
post-2000s. It is organized by global geographic regions including Africa, Central and South
America, and the Middle East and presents countries alphabetically within those sections. Each
region has a brief overview of the political-religious dynamics of the area so readers can compare
and contrast the dynamics between and among countries in a region. The work also includes an
introduction, sidebars, and a bibliography.

ivory coast official language: AFRICA IS NOT A “COUNTRY’’: UNDERSTANDING THE
DIVERSITY OF A CONTINENT Kingsley Livingston, 2025-03-24 AFRICA IS NOT A COUNTRY. For
too long, Africa has been misunderstood. In news reports, popular media, and even casual
conversations, the continent is often treated as if it were a single country, a monolithic land with one
language, one culture, and one experience. But Africa is not a country. It is a vast, complex, and
diverse continent, home to over 1.4 billion people, 54 countries, thousands of languages, and an
incredible range of traditions, histories, and innovations. This book aims to break the stereotypes
and deepen our understanding of Africa’s richness. From the bustling cities of Lagos and Nairobi to
the serene landscapes of the Sahara and the Serengeti, from the ancient civilizations of Egypt and
Mali to the modern tech hubs of Ghana and Rwanda, Africa is a place of contrast, resilience, and
evolution. Yet, despite its diversity, Africa is often portrayed through a narrow lens, one of poverty,
conflict, and struggle. While challenges exist, so do stories of progress, creativity, and cultural
dynamism that rarely make headlines. This book is an invitation to look beyond the clichés and
discover the Africa that its people know: a continent of innovation, artistic excellence, and profound
historical depth. Through exploring its history, politics, economies, and cultures, “Africa Is Not a
Country” will provide a fresh perspective on a continent that has shaped the world in countless
ways. Whether you are new to learning about Africa or seeking to challenge your own perceptions,
this book will serve as a guide to understanding the true essence of a continent that refuses to be
defined by a single narrative.

ivory coast official language: Sociolinguistic Variation in Contemporary French Kate
Beeching, Nigel Armstrong, Francoise Gadet, 2009-10-14 Divided into three main sections on
Phonology, Syntax and Semantics, this new volume on variation in French aims to provide a
snapshot of the state of sociolinguistic research inside and outside metropolitan France. From a
diatopic perspective, varieties in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Africa and Canada are considered,
mainly with respect to phonological features but also focusing on syntactic and lexical evolutions
(the relative clause in Ivorian French and discourse markers in Canadian French). The acquisition of
stylistic features of French figures in chapters on both first and second language learners and
variation across different genres is addressed with respect to non-standard non-finite forms. Finally,
a section on semantic change traces the way that interactional and other socio-historical factors
affect word meaning. The volume will appeal to (socio-)linguists with an interest in contemporary
French as well as to advanced undergraduates and post-graduate students of French and specialists
in the field.



ivory coast official language: Overseas Business Reports , 1984

ivory coast official language: Language in South Africa Victor N. Webb, 2002-01-01 A
discussion of the role which language, or, more properly, languages, can perform in the
reconstruction and development of South Africa. The approach followed in this book is characterised
by a numbers of features - its aim is to be factually based and theoretically informed.

ivory coast official language: The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge The New
York Times, 2011-10-25 A COMPLETE REVISION AND THOROUGH UPDATING OF THE ULTIMATE
REFERENCE FROM THE NEWSPAPER OF RECORD. A comprehensive guide offering insight and
clarity on a broad range of even more essential subjects. Whether you are researching the history of
Western art, investigating an obscure medical test, following current environmental trends, studying
Shakespeare, brushing up on your crossword and Sudoku skills, or simply looking for a deeper
understanding of the world, this book is for you. An indispensable resource for every home, office,
dorm room, and library, this new edition of The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge offers
in-depth explorations of art, astronomy, biology, business, economics, the environment, film,
geography, history, the Internet, literature, mathematics, music, mythology, philosophy,
photography, sports, theater, film, and many other subjects. This one volume is designed to offer
more information than any other book on the most important subjects, as well as provide
easy-to-access data critical to everyday life. It is the only universal reference book to include
authoritative and engaging essays from New York Times experts in almost every field of endeavor.
The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge provides information with matchless accuracy
and exceptional clarity. This new revised and expanded third edition covers major categories with an
emphasis on depth and historical context, providing easy access to data vital for everyday living.
Covering nearly 50 major categories, and providing an immediate grasp of complex topics with
charts, sidebars, and maps, the third edition features 50 pages of new material, including new
sections on * Atheism * Digital Media * Inventions and Discoveries * Endangered Species * Inflation
* Musical Theater * Book Publishing *Wikileaks *The Financial Crisis *Nuclear Weapons *Energy
*The Global Food Supply Every section has been thoroughly updated, making this third edition more
useful and comprehensive than ever. It informs, educates, answers, illustrates and clarifies---it's the
only one-volume reference book you need.
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