
examples of persona in literature
Examples of Persona in Literature: Exploring the Art of Voice and Characterization

Examples of persona in literature offer a fascinating window into how authors craft distinct
voices and identities to tell their stories. The concept of persona, derived from the Latin word for
"mask," refers to the voice or character an author adopts in a literary work. It can be the narrator's
voice, a character’s perspective, or even an overarching narrative tone that shapes the reader's
experience. Understanding how persona functions enriches our appreciation of literature and
reveals the subtle artistry behind storytelling.

In this article, we'll dive into some compelling examples of persona in literature, exploring how
different writers utilize this technique to create memorable characters, convey unique perspectives,
and engage readers. Along the way, we'll touch on related concepts such as narrative voice, point of
view, and characterization, offering insights that can help both readers and aspiring writers.

What Is Persona in Literature?

Before exploring examples, it’s useful to clarify what persona means in a literary context. Unlike the
author’s own voice, the persona is a constructed voice that represents a particular character or
narrator. This voice may reflect certain attitudes, emotions, or viewpoints that differ from the
author’s personal beliefs. For instance, a novel might be narrated by a cynical detective, a naïve
child, or an unreliable storyteller—each presenting a unique persona crafted to serve the story.

The persona shapes the reader’s understanding of the narrative and can influence tone, mood, and
interpretation. It is a crucial tool for writers who wish to explore complex themes or present multiple
angles on a subject.

Classic Examples of Persona in Literature

1. Holden Caulfield in "The Catcher in the Rye" by J.D.
Salinger

One of the most iconic personas in modern literature is Holden Caulfield, the troubled teenage
narrator of Salinger’s novel. Holden’s voice is informal, colloquial, and often sarcastic, capturing the
adolescent angst and alienation that define his character. Through Holden’s persona, readers
experience a deeply personal and subjective view of the world, filled with cynicism, confusion, and
vulnerability.

Holden’s persona is so distinctive that it shapes not only the tone of the narrative but also how
readers perceive other characters and events. His unreliable narration—marked by exaggerations
and contradictions—invites readers to question the truth of his account, adding layers of complexity
to the story.



2. The Mockingbird in "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee

Harper Lee’s novel is narrated by Scout Finch, a young girl whose innocent and straightforward
persona offers a fresh perspective on themes of racial injustice and moral growth. Scout’s childlike
voice brings honesty and simplicity to the narrative while gradually revealing deeper social
criticisms.

This persona is effective because it contrasts the harsh realities of the adult world with the purity of
a child’s viewpoint, making the story both accessible and emotionally resonant. Scout’s persona also
invites readers to reflect on their own assumptions and prejudices.

3. The Unreliable Narrator in "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar
Allan Poe

Poe’s famous short story features a first-person narrator whose persona is marked by madness and
obsession. This unreliable narrator creates a chilling and suspenseful atmosphere, as readers are
drawn into a distorted, unstable mindset.

The persona here is essential to the story’s impact, as it blurs the line between reality and delusion.
Poe’s use of this voice demonstrates how persona can influence not just the narrative style but also
the psychological depth of a work.

Modern Takes on Persona: Diverse Voices and
Perspectives

As literature has evolved, so has the use of persona to highlight diverse experiences and viewpoints.
Contemporary authors often experiment with narrative voices to challenge conventions and explore
identity in fresh ways.

4. The Stream-of-Consciousness Persona in "Mrs. Dalloway" by
Virginia Woolf

Virginia Woolf’s novel uses a stream-of-consciousness technique that immerses readers in the inner
thoughts of multiple characters, each with a distinct persona. Clarissa Dalloway’s reflective, poetic
voice contrasts with the troubled, fragmented mind of Septimus Warren Smith, another key
character.

This multi-faceted use of persona allows Woolf to explore themes of time, memory, and mental
health with great subtlety. The shifting narrative voices create a rich tapestry of human experience
and emotion.



5. The Confessional Voice in "The Bell Jar" by Sylvia Plath

Sylvia Plath’s semi-autobiographical novel is narrated by Esther Greenwood, whose persona is
introspective, anguished, and deeply personal. This confessional voice draws readers into the
protagonist’s struggles with mental illness and societal expectations.

The raw honesty and vulnerability of Esther’s persona make the novel a powerful exploration of
identity and depression. It also exemplifies how persona can bring authenticity and emotional
intensity to a narrative.

How Persona Enhances Storytelling and Reader
Engagement

Understanding examples of persona in literature reveals how this technique enriches storytelling in
several key ways:

Creates Emotional Connection: A well-crafted persona invites readers to empathize with
the narrator or character, deepening engagement with the story.

Adds Complexity: Different personas can present conflicting viewpoints, challenging readers
to think critically about the narrative.

Shapes Narrative Tone: The persona influences the mood and style of the writing, whether
it’s humorous, melancholic, cynical, or hopeful.

Enables Thematic Exploration: Through persona, authors can explore themes such as
identity, reliability, and perception in nuanced ways.

For writers, developing a strong persona is a powerful way to breathe life into characters and create
distinctive narrative voices. It’s often helpful to consider factors like background, worldview, and
emotional state when shaping a persona, ensuring consistency and depth.

Tips for Identifying and Analyzing Persona in
Literature

When reading a literary work, paying attention to the persona can enhance your understanding and
appreciation. Here are some practical tips:

Note the Narrative Voice: Is the narrator first-person or third-person? Is the voice formal,1.
informal, sarcastic, or poetic?



Consider Reliability: Does the narrator seem trustworthy, or are there signs of bias,2.
deception, or mental instability?

Look for Distinctive Language: How does the persona’s choice of words and tone reflect3.
their personality or background?

Analyze Perspective: What does the persona reveal about the character’s worldview and4.
values?

Observe Changes: Does the persona evolve throughout the story, and what does that signify?5.

By focusing on these elements, readers can uncover deeper meanings and appreciate the craft
behind a narrative voice.

More Literary Examples to Explore

If you’re curious to see how persona functions across genres and styles, here are a few more notable
examples worth exploring:

Nick Carraway in "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald: A reflective and somewhat
ambiguous narrator who provides insight into the Jazz Age while maintaining a sense of
detachment.

Raskolnikov in "Crime and Punishment" by Fyodor Dostoevsky: A conflicted, intense
persona that delves into moral ambiguity and psychological turmoil.

Offred in "The Handmaid’s Tale" by Margaret Atwood: A first-person persona that blends
resilience and despair, giving voice to a dystopian world.

Humbert Humbert in "Lolita" by Vladimir Nabokov: An eloquent but deeply unreliable
narrator whose persona challenges readers’ moral judgments.

Each of these narrators embodies a unique persona that shapes the entire narrative and influences
how readers interpret the story’s themes.

The use of persona in literature is a testament to the power of voice in storytelling. By adopting
different masks, authors invite us to see the world anew through varied eyes, enriching our literary
experience and expanding our understanding of human nature.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a persona in literature?
A persona in literature is a character or voice that an author adopts to narrate a story or express a
particular perspective, often distinct from the author's own personality.

Can you give an example of a persona in a poem?
In Robert Browning's poem 'My Last Duchess,' the Duke serves as a dramatic persona, narrating and
revealing his character through his speech.

How is the persona used in 'The Great Gatsby'?
Nick Carraway acts as the first-person narrator and persona in 'The Great Gatsby,' providing his
subjective perspective on the events and characters.

What is an example of a persona in a novel?
Holden Caulfield in J.D. Salinger's 'The Catcher in the Rye' is a persona through whom the story is
told, reflecting a distinctive adolescent voice.

How does a persona differ from the author in literature?
A persona is a fictional character or voice created by the author to narrate or express ideas, which
may differ greatly from the author's own beliefs or personality.

Is the narrator always the persona in literature?
Often the narrator is the persona, but in some cases, the narrator might be an omniscient voice or an
anonymous observer rather than a distinct persona.

What is an example of a persona in Shakespeare's works?
In Shakespeare's sonnets, the speaker or persona varies, such as the 'Fair Youth' or the 'Dark Lady,'
representing different perspectives and voices.

How does persona enhance storytelling in literature?
Persona allows authors to explore different viewpoints, create complex characters, and add depth to
narratives by adopting distinct voices or identities.

Can a persona be unreliable? Provide an example.
Yes, an unreliable persona is common in literature. For example, the narrator in Edgar Allan Poe's
'The Tell-Tale Heart' is an unreliable persona who distorts reality.

What is a modern example of a literary persona?
In the novel 'Gone Girl' by Gillian Flynn, the alternating narrators Nick and Amy represent distinct
personas that reveal different sides of the story.



Additional Resources
Examples of Persona in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

Examples of persona in literature offer a fascinating window into the ways authors adopt distinct
voices to convey themes, emotions, and perspectives. The literary persona, often conflated with but
distinctly separate from the author, serves as a crafted narrative voice that shapes the reader’s
experience and understanding of a text. This analytical review delves into some of the most
compelling examples of persona in literature, examining how these voices influence storytelling,
character development, and thematic depth.

Understanding Literary Persona: Definition and
Significance

Before exploring specific examples, it is essential to define what is meant by “persona” in a literary
context. The term originates from Latin, meaning “mask,” and in literature, it refers to the narrative
voice or character through which a story is told. Unlike the author's own voice, the persona is a
deliberate construction designed to serve the narrative’s needs, whether that be to create distance,
intimacy, or unreliability.

The significance of persona lies in its ability to shape readers’ interpretations. A well-crafted
persona can deepen the complexity of a narrative by filtering events through subjective experience,
bias, or a particular worldview. This device allows authors to explore themes in nuanced ways and
engage readers on multiple interpretive levels.

Classic Examples of Persona in Literature

1. The Narrator of “The Catcher in the Rye” by J.D. Salinger

One of the most iconic examples of persona in 20th-century literature is Holden Caulfield’s voice in
J.D. Salinger’s “The Catcher in the Rye.” Holden’s persona is characterized by a colloquial, cynical,
and often unreliable narration that reflects his adolescent angst and disillusionment with the adult
world.

This persona is integral to the novel’s impact because it immerses readers in Holden’s psychological
state, providing an intimate look at his struggles with identity and belonging. The informal language
and digressive storytelling style reinforce the authenticity of Holden’s voice, making the persona a
cornerstone of the novel’s enduring relevance.

2. The First-Person Confessional in “The Bell Jar” by Sylvia



Plath

Sylvia Plath’s semi-autobiographical novel “The Bell Jar” employs the persona of Esther Greenwood,
a young woman grappling with mental illness. Esther’s voice is marked by introspection,
vulnerability, and a poignant sense of alienation.

This confessional persona allows Plath to explore themes of depression and societal expectations for
women in mid-20th-century America with raw honesty. By adopting Esther’s perspective, the
narrative gains emotional depth and psychological realism, making the persona a powerful tool for
empathy and understanding.

3. The Unreliable Narrator in “Lolita” by Vladimir Nabokov

In “Lolita,” Nabokov creates the controversial persona of Humbert Humbert, whose eloquent and
persuasive narration masks his morally reprehensible actions. This persona exemplifies the use of an
unreliable narrator to challenge readers’ ethical judgments and complicate the narrative.

Humbert’s sophisticated and poetic voice seduces readers, forcing them to confront the tension
between aesthetic beauty and moral corruption. This duality demonstrates how persona can
manipulate reader sympathies and highlight the complexities of human psychology.

Modern Applications and Variations of Persona

In contemporary literature, the use of persona has evolved, often blurring the lines between
narrator, author, and character. Modern authors experiment with multiple personas, fragmented
voices, and metafictional techniques to reflect the complexities of identity and reality.

Multiple Personas in “Cloud Atlas” by David Mitchell

David Mitchell’s “Cloud Atlas” is an exemplary work that employs multiple personas across
interconnected stories spanning different time periods and genres. Each segment is narrated by a
distinct persona, ranging from a 19th-century voyager to a futuristic clone.

This multiplicity of voices enhances the novel’s exploration of themes like reincarnation,
interconnectedness, and the persistence of human nature. The diversity of personas invites readers
to piece together a mosaic of perspectives, enriching the narrative’s thematic resonance.

Fragmented Persona in “Gone Girl” by Gillian Flynn

In “Gone Girl,” the alternating first-person narratives of Nick and Amy Dunne create a fragmented
and shifting persona that challenges readers to question the truth. The use of diary entries and
unreliable storytelling complicates the reader’s access to an objective reality.



This dual persona technique heightens suspense and deepens character complexity, illustrating how
persona can be instrumental in the thriller and mystery genres to manipulate audience perception.

Features and Functions of Persona in Literature

The examples above highlight several key features of literary persona:

Subjectivity: Persona presents a filtered view of events, shaped by personal biases and
emotions.

Voice and Style: Distinct linguistic choices and tone differentiate the persona from the author
and other characters.

Reliability: Personas may be reliable or unreliable, impacting how readers interpret the
narrative.

Thematic Exploration: Personas allow authors to delve into complex themes through specific
perspectives.

The function of a persona is multifaceted. It can create intimacy, distance, suspense, or irony. For
instance, a child narrator might evoke innocence and simplicity, while an unreliable adult narrator
might introduce ambiguity and tension.

Comparative Perspective: Persona vs. Authorial Voice

Understanding the distinction between persona and authorial voice is crucial for literary analysis.
The authorial voice is the real-life voice or viewpoint of the author, whereas the persona is a fictional
construct. In some cases, authors deliberately obscure this boundary to provoke readers or add
layers of meaning.

For example, in “The Great Gatsby,” F. Scott Fitzgerald uses Nick Carraway as the narrator, a
persona who is both participant and observer. Nick’s voice shapes the narrative but is not
synonymous with Fitzgerald himself. This separation allows Fitzgerald to critique the Jazz Age
society from a semi-detached perspective.

Challenges and Limitations of Using Persona

While persona offers powerful narrative possibilities, it also poses challenges. An overly distinctive
persona might alienate readers if the voice is perceived as inauthentic or grating. Additionally,
unreliable personas can frustrate readers seeking clarity, though this ambiguity can also be a
deliberate artistic choice.



Authors must balance the persona’s distinctiveness with accessibility, ensuring that the narrative
voice enhances rather than detracts from the story. The complexity of persona demands careful
construction and consistency to maintain credibility.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Persona in
Storytelling

Through a survey of notable examples, it is evident that persona remains a vital literary device.
From Holden Caulfield’s candid youthfulness to Humbert Humbert’s unsettling sophistication,
personas shape how stories are told and understood. The evolving use of multiple and fragmented
personas in contemporary literature further underscores the adaptability and richness of this
narrative technique.

For readers and literary scholars alike, analyzing persona offers deeper insight into narrative
structure and authorial intent, enriching the appreciation of literature’s multifaceted voices. As
storytelling continues to evolve, the persona will undoubtedly remain central to the art of crafting
compelling and resonant narratives.

Examples Of Persona In Literature

  examples of persona in literature: A Companion to Multiethnic Literature of the United
States Gary Totten, 2023-12-26 Provides the most comprehensive collection of scholarship on the
multiethnic literature of the United States A Companion to the Multiethnic Literature of the United
States isthe first in-depth reference work dedicated to the histories, genres, themes, cultural
contexts, and new directions of American literature by authors of varied ethnic backgrounds.
Engaging multiethnic literature as a distinct field of study, this unprecedented volume brings
together a wide range of critical and theoretical approaches to offer analyses of African American,
Latinx, Native American, Asian American, Jewish American, and Arab American literatures, among
others. Chapters written by a diverse panel of leading contributors explore how multiethnic texts
represent racial, ethnic, and other identities, center the lives and work of the marginalized and
oppressed, facilitate empathy with the experiences of others, challenge racism, sexism, homophobia,
and other hateful rhetoric, and much more. Informed by recent and leading-edge methodologies
within the field, the Companion examines how theoretical approaches to multiethnic literature such
as cultural studies, queer studies, ecocriticism, diaspora studies, and posthumanism inform literary
scholarship, pedagogy, and curricula in the US and around the world. Explores the national,
international, and transnational contexts of US ethnic literature Addresses how technology and
digital access to archival materials are impacting the study, reception, and writing of multiethnic
literature Discusses how recent developments in critical theory impact the reading and
interpretation of multiethnic US literature Highlights significant themes and major critical trends in
genres including science fiction, drama and performance, literary nonfiction, and poetry Includes
coverage of multiethnic film, history, and culture as well as newer art forms such as graphic
narrative and hip-hop Considers various contexts in multiethnic literature such as politics and
activism, immigration and migration, and gender and sexuality A Companion to the Multiethnic
Literature of the United States is an invaluable resource for scholars, researchers, undergraduate
and graduate students, and general readers studying all aspects of the subject

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/examples-of-persona-in-literature.pdf


  examples of persona in literature: Feminism/Femininity in Chinese Literature ,
2016-08-22 The present volume of Critical Studies is a collection of selected essays on the topic of
feminism and femininity in Chinese literature. Although feminism has been a hot topic in Chinese
literary circles in recent years, this remarkable collection represents one of the first of its kind to be
published in English. The essays have been written by well-known scholars and feminists including
Kang-I Sun Chang of Yale University, and Li Ziyun, a writer and feminist in Shanghai, China. The
essays are inter- and multi-disciplinary, covering several historical periods in poetry and fiction
(from the Ming-Qing periods to the twentieth century). In particular, the development of women’s
writing in the New Period (post-1976) is examined in depth. The articles thus offer the reader a
composite and broad perspective of feminism and the treatment of the female in Chinese literature.
As this remarkable new collection attests, the voices of women in China have begun calling out
loudly, in ways that challenge prevalent views about the Chinese female persona.
  examples of persona in literature: Data-Driven Personas Bernard J. Jansen, Joni Salminen,
Soon-gyo Jung, Kathleen Guan, 2022-05-31 Data-driven personas are a significant advancement in
the fields of human-centered informatics and human-computer interaction. Data-driven personas
enhance user understanding by combining the empathy inherent with personas with the rationality
inherent in analytics using computational methods. Via the employment of these computational
methods, the data-driven persona method permits the use of large-scale user data, which is a novel
advancement in persona creation. A common approach for increasing stakeholder engagement about
audiences, customers, or users, persona creation remained relatively unchanged for several
decades. However, the availability of digital user data, data science algorithms, and easy access to
analytics platforms provide avenues and opportunities to enhance personas from often sketchy
representations of user segments to precise, actionable, interactive decision-making
tools—data-driven personas! Using the data-driven approach, the persona profile can serve as an
interface to a fully functional analytics system that can present user representation at various levels
of information granularity for more task-aligned user insights. We trace the techniques that have
enabled the development of data-driven personas and then conceptually frame how one can leverage
data-driven personas as tools for both empathizing with and understanding of users. Presenting a
conceptual framework consisting of (a) persona benefits, (b) analytics benefits, and (c)
decision-making outcomes, we illustrate applying this framework via practical use cases in areas of
system design, digital marketing, and content creation to demonstrate the application of data-driven
personas in practical applied situations. We then present an overview of a fully functional
data-driven persona system as an example of multi-level information aggregation needed for
decision making about users. We demonstrate that data-driven personas systems can provide
critical, empathetic, and user understandingfunctionalities for anyone needing such insights.
  examples of persona in literature: The Oxford Handbook of Byzantine Studies Elizabeth
Jeffreys, John F. Haldon, Robin Cormack, 2008 The Oxford Handbook of Byzantine Studies presents
discussions by leading experts on all significant aspects of this diverse and fast-growing field.
Byzantine Studies deals with the history and culture of the Byzantine Empire, the eastern half of the
Late Roman Empire, from the fourth to the fourteenth century. Its centre was the city formerly
known as Byzantium, refounded as Constantinople in 324 CE, the present-day Istanbul. Under its
emperors, patriarchs, and all-pervasive bureaucracy Byzantium developed a distinctive society:
Greek in language, Roman in legal system, and Christian in religion. Byzantium's impact in the
European Middle Ages is hard to over-estimate, as a bulwark against invaders, as a meeting-point
for trade from Asia and the Mediterranean, as a guardian of the classical literary and artistic
heritage, and as a creator of its own magnificent artistic style.
  examples of persona in literature: Critic and Literary World , 1888
  examples of persona in literature: Handbook for Biblical Interpretation W. Randolph
Tate, 2012-11-01 This handbook provides a comprehensive guide to methods, terms, and concepts
used by biblical interpreters. It offers students and non-specialists an accessible resource for
understanding the complex vocabulary that accompanies serious biblical studies. Articles, arranged



alphabetically, explain terminology associated with reading the Bible as literature, clarify the various
methods Bible scholars use to study biblical texts, and illuminate how different interpretive
approaches can contribute to our understanding. Article references and topical bibliographies point
readers to resources for further study. This handbook, now updated and revised to be even more
useful for students, was previously published as Interpreting the Bible: A Handbook of Terms and
Methods. It is a suitable complement to any standard hermeneutics textbook.
  examples of persona in literature: The Oxford Handbook of English Law and Literature,
1500-1700 Lorna Hutson, 2017-06-15 This Handbook triangulates the disciplines of history, legal
history, and literature to produce a new, interdisciplinary framework for the study of early modern
England. Scholars of early modern English literature and history have increasingly found that an
understanding of how people in the past thought about and used the law is key to understanding
early modern familial and social relations as well as important aspects of the political revolution and
the emergence of capitalism. Judicial or forensic rhetoric has been shown to foster new habits of
literary composition (poetry and drama) and new processes of fact-finding and evidence evaluation.
In addition, the post-Reformation jurisdictional dominance of the common law produced new ways of
drawing the boundaries between private conscience and public accountability. Accordingly,
historians, critics, and legal historians come together in this Handbook to develop accounts of the
past that are attentive to the legally purposeful or fictional shaping of events in the historical
archive. They also contribute to a transformation of our understanding of the place of forensic
modes of inquiry in the creation of imaginative fiction and drama. Chapters in the Handbook
approach, from a diversity of perspectives, topics including forensic rhetoric, humanist and legal
education, Inns of Court revels, drama, poetry, emblem books, marriage and divorce, witchcraft,
contract, property, imagination, oaths, evidence, community, local government, legal reform, libel,
censorship, authorship, torture, slavery, liberty, due process, the nation state, colonialism, and
empire.
  examples of persona in literature: The Cambridge Critical Guide to Latin Literature Roy
Gibson, Christopher Whitton, 2024-01-18 The Cambridge Critical Guide to Latin Literature offers a
critical overview of work on Latin literature. Where are we? How did we get here? Where to next?
Fifteen commissioned chapters, along with an extensive introduction and Mary Beard's postscript,
approach these questions from a range of angles. They aim not to codify the field, but to give
snapshots of the discipline from different perspectives, and to offer provocations for future
development. The Critical Guide aims to stimulate reflection on how we engage with Latin literature.
Texts, tools and territories are the three areas of focus. The Guide situates the study of classical
Latin literature within its global context from late antiquity to Neo-Latin, moving away from an
exclusive focus on the pre-200 CE corpus. It recalibrates links with adjoining disciplines (history,
philosophy, material culture, linguistics, political thought, Greek), and takes a fresh look at key tools
(editing, reception, intertextuality, theory).
  examples of persona in literature: Concise Handbook of Literary and Rhetorical Terms
Michael S. Mills, 2010
  examples of persona in literature: Profiling Jewish Literature in Antiquity Alexander Samely,
Philip S. Alexander, Rocco Bernasconi, Robert Hayward, 2013-11 This book presents a new
methodology for the study of ancient Jewish literature extant in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. It
arises from empirical investigation into the literary structures of many anonymous and
pseudepigraphic sources, including Pseudepigrapha and Apocrypha of the Old Testament, the larger
Dead Sea Scrolls, Midrash, and the Talmuds.
  examples of persona in literature: Design, User Experience, and Usability. Theory,
Methods, Tools and Practice Aaron Marcus, 2011-06-24 The two-volume set LNCS 6769 + LNCS
6770 constitutes the proceedings of the First International Conference on Design, User Experience,
and Usability, DUXU 2011, held in Orlando, FL, USA in July 2011 in the framework of the 14th
International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2011, incorporating 12 thematically
similar conferences. A total of 4039 contributions was submitted to HCII 2011, of which 1318 papers



were accepted for publication. The total of 154 contributions included in the DUXU proceedings
were carefully reviewed and selected for inclusion in the book. The papers are organized in topical
sections on DUXU theory, methods and tools; DUXU guidelines and standards; novel DUXU: devices
and their user interfaces; DUXU in industry; DUXU in the mobile and vehicle context; DXU in Web
environment; DUXU and ubiquitous interaction/appearance; DUXU in the development and usage
lifecycle; DUXU evaluation; and DUXU beyond usability: culture, branding, and emotions.
  examples of persona in literature: Ethics of Literary Forms in Contemporary American
Literature Rüdiger Heinze, 2005 This work links ethics and the formal arrangement of literary texts.
It shows that specific formal techniques and devices and the overall form of literary texts always
have an ethical dimension and beg certain ethical questions. Covering the three main genres of
narrative, drama and poetry, the discussion addresses aspects of syntax, line breaks, mise-en-scene
and narrative situation as well as the table of contents, list of characters and chapter structure in six
texts by contemporary American authors (Paul Auster, Don DeLillo, Tony Kushner, Suzan-Lori Parks,
John Ashbery and Jorie Graham).
  examples of persona in literature: The Routledge World Companion to Polish Literature
Tomasz Bilczewski, Stanley Bill, Magdalena Popiel, 2021-09-30 The Routledge World Companion to
Polish Literature offers an introduction to Polish literature through thirty-three case studies,
covering works from the Middle Ages up to the present day. Each chapter draws on a text or body of
work, examining its historical context, as well as its international reception and position within
world literature. The book presents a dual perspective on Polish literature, combining original
readings of key texts with discussions of their two-way connections with other literatures across the
globe. With a detailed introduction offering a narrative overview, the book is divided into six sections
offering a chronological pathway through the material. Contributors from around the world examine
the various cultural exchanges at play, with each chapter including: Definitions of key terms and
brief overviews of historical and political events, literary eras, trends, movements, groups, and
institutions for those new to the area Analysis and notes on translations, including their hidden
dimensions and potential Textual focus on poetics, such as strategies of composition, style, and
genre A range of historical, sociological, political, and economic contexts From medieval song
through to the contemporary novel, this book offers an interpretive history of Polish literature, while
also positioning its significance within world literature. The detailed introductions make it accessible
to beginners in the area, while the original analysis and focused case studies will also be of interest
to researchers.
  examples of persona in literature: Arabic Literature for the Classroom Mushin al-Musawi,
2017-04-21 This book presents theoretical and methodical cultural concerns in teaching literatures
from non-American cultures along with issues of cross-cultural communication, cultural competency
and translation. Covering topics such as the 1001 Nights, Maqamat, Arabic poetry, women’s writing,
classical poetics, issues of gender, race, and class, North African concerns, language acquisition
through literature, Arab-spring writing, women’s correspondence, issues connected with the so
called nahdah (revival) movement in the 19th century and many others, the book provides
perspectives and topics that serve in both the planning of new courses and accommodation to
already existing programs.
  examples of persona in literature: Reading by Example: Valerius Maximus and the
Historiography of Exempla , 2021-10-25 Long regarded as a sycophantic producer of overblown
moral platitudes, Valerius Maximus emerges from a series of studies as an independent thinker
capable of challenging his readers through the material he has collected: he makes them think about
real moral dilemmas and grants to non-Roman societies a remarkable equivalence to Rome. Through
his silences as much as his sermons he decodes the value- and political-system of his day. Valerius is
talented as a reader of others and himself was read appreciatively in the Later Empire and even
more so by Christians in Medieval Europe.
  examples of persona in literature: Bioethics and Biolaw through Literature Daniela Carpi,
2011-10-27 In recent years, the well-established field of human anthropology has been put under



scrutiny by the new data offered by science and technology. Scientific intervention into human life
through organ transplants, euthanasia, genetic engineering, experiments connected to the genetic
code and the genome, and varied other biotechnologies have placed ethical beliefs into question and
created ethical dilemmas. These scientific inventions influence our views on birth and death, on the
construction of the body and its technical reproducibility, and have problematized the concept of the
human persona. The purpose of bioethics, the science of life, is to find new values and norms which
will be valid for a multicultural society. Bioethics is, today, a well-respected topic of research that
has brought together philosophers and experts to discuss the limits of science and medicine. The
aim of this book is to merge the two fields of bioethics and law (or biolaw) through the literary text,
by taking into consideration the transformations of the concept of persona at which we have
nowadays arrived. The new meaning of the term ‘persona’ represents in fact the final point of a
long-standing quest for man's sense of his own being and human dignity, and of his capacity to live
in social interrelations. The volume presents a wide range of perspectives, comprising
methodological approaches, legal and literary aspects.
  examples of persona in literature: Handbook of Russian Literature Victor Terras, 1985-01-01
Profiles the careers of Russian authors, scholars, and critics and discusses the history of the Russian
treatment of literary genres such as drama, fiction, and essays
  examples of persona in literature: Argumentation Theory and the Rhetoric of Assent David
Williams, Michael David Hazen, 2006-02-05 The themes of the essays in Argumentation Theory and
the Rhetoric of Assent all coalesce around the general question: When, if ever, is assent justified?
The question immediate triggers complex and multifaceted considerations of argument and,
ultimately, power. In parsing out the nature of assent, the essays take divers approaches: aesthetic
and symbolist, rationalistic and formalistic, field theory, various conceptualizations of a public
sphere, etc. Together, they offer an insightful exploration of an exciting new terrain argumentation
studies.
  examples of persona in literature: The Routledge Research Companion to
Nineteenth-Century British Literature and Science John Holmes, Sharon Ruston, 2017-05-18
Tracing the continuities and trends in the complex relationship between literature and science in the
long nineteenth century, this companion provides scholars with a comprehensive, authoritative and
up-to-date foundation for research in this field. In intellectual, material and social terms, the
transformation undergone by Western culture over the period was unprecedented. Many of these
changes were grounded in the growth of science. Yet science was not a cultural monolith then any
more than it is now, and its development was shaped by competing world views. To cover the full
range of literary engagements with science in the nineteenth century, this companion consists of
twenty-seven chapters by experts in the field, which explore crucial social and intellectual contexts
for the interactions between literature and science, how science affected different genres of writing,
and the importance of individual scientific disciplines and concepts within literary culture. Each
chapter has its own extensive bibliography. The volume as a whole is rounded out with a synoptic
introduction by the editors and an afterword by the eminent historian of nineteenth-century science
Bernard Lightman.
  examples of persona in literature: Routledge Handbook of Modern Japanese Literature
Rachael Hutchinson, Leith Douglas Morton, 2025-08-29 This 2nd edition of the Routledge Handbook
of Modern Japanese Literature provides a comprehensive survey of the field of modern Japanese
literature and gives readers an overview of how we study Japanese literature today. Including
sections on space and time, gender and sexuality, politics, war memory, national and colonial
identities, and the production and dissemination of literature, the Handbook examines the ways in
which it is possible to read modern Japanese literature and situate it in relation to critical theory. It
also features updated and brand-new chapters addressing the works of internationally renowned
writers such as Futabatei Shimei and Murakami Haruki and defines the way writers produce
literature in modern Japan, as well as how those works have been read and understood by different
readers in different time periods. Written by an international team of experts, the Handbook



examines modes of literary production such as fiction, poetry, and critical essays as distinct forms of
expression that nonetheless are closely interrelated and as such it will be a vital resource for
students and scholars of Japanese Literature, literature in translation, and modern and
contemporary literature.
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