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Critical Technocultural Discourse Analysis: Unpacking the Intersection of Technology,
Culture, and Power

critical technocultural discourse analysis is an emerging and fascinating approach
that dives deep into how technology and culture intertwine within societal narratives and
power structures. At its core, this analytical framework examines the discourses
surrounding technology—not just as a neutral tool—but as a cultural product shaped by
and shaping social contexts, ideologies, and identities. If you’ve ever wondered how
conversations about technology reveal underlying cultural values, biases, and power
relations, critical technocultural discourse analysis offers a rich lens to explore this
dynamic interplay.

Understanding Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis

Critical technocultural discourse analysis (CTDA) is a multidisciplinary approach rooted in
critical theory, cultural studies, and discourse analysis. It scrutinizes the ways technology
is discussed, represented, and understood within cultural narratives, paying close
attention to who produces these narratives and whose interests they serve. Unlike
traditional technical analysis, CTDA doesn’t just focus on the functionality of technology
but interrogates the social meanings and implications embedded in technological
discourse.

The Origins and Evolution of CTDA

The roots of critical technocultural discourse analysis lie in the broader field of critical
discourse analysis (CDA), which investigates how language and communication reinforce
or challenge power dynamics. As technology became increasingly central to modern life,
scholars recognized the need to apply critical perspectives specifically to technological
narratives. CTDA emerged as a way to analyze how technology is framed in media, policy,
academic texts, and everyday conversation, revealing the cultural assumptions and power
structures that shape technological development and adoption.

Key Concepts in Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis

To grasp CTDA fully, it’s helpful to focus on several foundational concepts:

- **Discourse:** The way language constructs social reality, including narratives,
metaphors, and dialogues about technology.



- **Technoculture:** The culture that arises from and shapes the use and perception of
technology within society.
- **Power relations:** How dominant groups use technological discourses to maintain or
challenge authority and control.
- **Ideology:** The set of beliefs and values embedded in technological narratives that
influence societal attitudes and behaviors.

These elements work together to reveal how technology is not just a product of innovation
but a site of cultural negotiation and contestation.

Why Critical Technocultural Discourse Analysis
Matters Today

In a world increasingly dominated by digital platforms, artificial intelligence, and
pervasive connectivity, understanding the cultural and discursive dimensions of
technology is more important than ever. CTDA helps us uncover the hidden assumptions
and power imbalances that influence technological design, distribution, and regulation.

Challenging Technological Determinism

One significant contribution of critical technocultural discourse analysis is its challenge to
technological determinism—the belief that technology develops independently and
inevitably shapes society in a linear way. CTDA reveals how technological narratives are
often constructed to promote specific agendas, such as corporate interests or political
ideologies. By analyzing these discourses, scholars and activists can contest simplistic
views of technology as an uncontrollable force and instead emphasize human agency and
cultural context.

Addressing Inequality and Bias in Technology

Technology is frequently touted as a democratizing force, but CTDA shows how
technological discourse can perpetuate inequalities related to race, gender, class, and
geography. For example, the language used in discussions about artificial intelligence or
surveillance technologies often masks embedded biases or marginalizes certain groups. By
critically analyzing these narratives, we can better understand how technology reproduces
systemic inequalities and explore ways to create more inclusive and equitable
technological futures.

Applying Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis in Practice



If you’re curious about how CTDA works in real-world contexts, here are some practical
applications and tips for conducting your own analysis.

Steps to Conducting CTDA

1. **Select a Technological Discourse:** This could be media coverage, policy documents,
marketing materials, social media conversations, or academic publications about a
particular technology.
2. **Identify Key Narratives and Themes:** Pay attention to how technology is described,
what metaphors are used, and what assumptions underlie the discourse.
3. **Analyze Power Dynamics:** Consider who is producing the discourse and whose
perspectives are included or excluded.
4. **Examine Cultural Contexts:** Understand how cultural values, identities, and
histories shape and are shaped by the technological discourse.
5. **Reflect on Implications:** Think about how the discourse influences public perception,
policy decisions, and technological development.

Examples of CTDA in Action

- **Social Media and Identity:** Analyzing how platforms like Facebook or TikTok frame
user identity and community, revealing tensions between individual expression and
corporate control.
- **AI and Ethics:** Examining how ethical debates around artificial intelligence are
framed in media and policy, highlighting whose values are prioritized.
- **Smart Cities:** Investigating narratives about urban technology projects to uncover
assumptions about progress, surveillance, and public participation.

Integrating Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis into Research and Everyday Thinking

You don’t have to be an academic to benefit from critical technocultural discourse
analysis. Whether you’re a student, tech professional, or curious consumer, adopting a
CTDA mindset can deepen your understanding of the technologies that shape your life.

Tips for Everyday Critical Engagement

- **Question dominant narratives:** When you read about new technologies, ask who
benefits from the story being told and what perspectives might be missing.
- **Look beyond the hype:** Recognize that technology is often marketed with promises of
progress and innovation that may mask social complexities.
- **Consider cultural context:** Reflect on how your own cultural background influences
how you perceive technology and its role in society.



- **Engage with diverse voices:** Seek out perspectives from marginalized communities
and alternative media to gain a fuller picture of technological impact.

Using CTDA to Influence Tech Development and Policy

For those involved in technology design, policymaking, or activism, critical technocultural
discourse analysis offers a framework to create more socially aware and responsible
technologies. By understanding the narratives that shape public opinion and regulatory
environments, stakeholders can better advocate for inclusive and ethical tech practices.

Incorporating CTDA can lead to:

- More transparent communication about technology’s risks and benefits.
- Greater attention to equity and accessibility in technological innovation.
- Policies that recognize the cultural dimensions of technology adoption and use.

Critical technocultural discourse analysis invites us all to become more thoughtful
participants in the ongoing conversation about technology and society. It encourages not
only critique but also creativity in imagining alternative futures where technology serves
diverse human needs without reinforcing existing inequalities. As technology continues to
evolve at a rapid pace, this critical perspective remains vital for navigating the complex
cultural landscapes shaped by our ever-expanding digital lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is critical technocultural discourse analysis?
Critical technocultural discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary approach that examines
the ways technology, culture, and discourse intersect to shape social practices, power
relations, and identities. It combines critical theory with discourse analysis to explore how
technological narratives influence cultural meanings and societal structures.

How does critical technocultural discourse analysis
differ from traditional discourse analysis?
While traditional discourse analysis focuses primarily on language and communication
patterns, critical technocultural discourse analysis specifically emphasizes the role of
technology and cultural contexts in shaping discourse. It critically interrogates how
technological developments and cultural dynamics influence power, identity, and social
norms.

What are common themes explored in critical
technocultural discourse analysis?
Common themes include the impact of digital technologies on identity formation, the



politics of technological innovation, the cultural implications of artificial intelligence,
surveillance and privacy issues, and how technological narratives reinforce or challenge
social inequalities.

Which methodologies are typically used in critical
technocultural discourse analysis?
Researchers often use qualitative methods such as textual analysis, ethnography, and
narrative analysis, combined with critical theory frameworks. They analyze media texts,
social media content, policy documents, and cultural artifacts to uncover underlying
ideologies and power structures related to technology.

Why is critical technocultural discourse analysis
important in today's digital society?
It is important because it helps reveal how technological narratives shape societal values,
influence public opinion, and reinforce or challenge existing power dynamics. This analysis
promotes a deeper understanding of the socio-cultural implications of emerging
technologies, fostering more ethical and inclusive technological development.

Can critical technocultural discourse analysis be applied
to social media studies?
Yes, it can be applied to social media studies to examine how platforms mediate
communication, construct identities, and propagate cultural norms. It critically assesses
the discourse surrounding social media technologies and their effects on social
interactions and power relations.

What are some challenges faced in conducting critical
technocultural discourse analysis?
Challenges include the rapidly evolving nature of technology, the complexity of
intersecting cultural factors, and the difficulty of accessing comprehensive data.
Additionally, researchers must navigate their own biases while critically interpreting
discourses embedded within technical and cultural contexts.

Additional Resources
Critical Technocultural Discourse Analysis: Unpacking the Intersection of Technology and
Culture

critical technocultural discourse analysis is an emerging and nuanced approach in the
study of how technology and culture interact within societal narratives and power
structures. It involves the critical examination of discourse—that is, the ways language,
symbols, and communication shape and are shaped by technological advancements and
cultural contexts. As digital technology increasingly embeds itself into everyday life,
understanding the technocultural narratives that influence public perception, policy, and



identity becomes vital. This analytical framework combines elements of discourse analysis
with cultural theory and critical technology studies to uncover the underlying ideologies
and power dynamics embedded in technological discourse.

Understanding Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis

At its core, critical technocultural discourse analysis (CTDA) scrutinizes how discourses
around technology are constructed, circulated, and contested within cultural frameworks.
Unlike conventional discourse analysis that might focus solely on language use, CTDA
situates technological discourse within broader socio-political and cultural contexts. It
explores how narratives about technology reflect and reproduce societal values, biases,
and inequalities.

The methodology draws upon interdisciplinary theories, including media studies, science
and technology studies (STS), cultural studies, and critical theory. By doing so, it provides
a comprehensive lens for interpreting how technology is not just a neutral tool but a
cultural artifact laden with meaning. For instance, the discourse surrounding artificial
intelligence (AI) often oscillates between utopian promises of efficiency and dystopian
fears of surveillance, demonstrating how technocultural narratives shape collective
understanding and anxiety.

The Role of Power and Ideology in Technocultural
Discourses

A significant facet of CTDA is its focus on power relations embedded within technocultural
narratives. Technological discourse often serves to legitimize particular worldviews or
economic interests. For example, corporate narratives about innovation and disruption can
obscure issues like labor exploitation or digital surveillance. Critical technocultural
discourse analysts investigate how these narratives privilege certain groups—such as tech
companies or policymakers—while marginalizing others, including marginalized
communities or labor forces affected by technological change.

Ideology plays a central role in shaping these discourses. Technocultural narratives may
perpetuate neoliberal ideals of individualism and market efficiency, framing technology as
a purely positive force for progress. CTDA challenges such ideological assumptions by
revealing the complex social consequences and ethical dilemmas technology entails.

Applications and Significance of Critical
Technocultural Discourse Analysis

The application of CTDA spans a wide range of fields, from media and communication
studies to human-computer interaction and policy analysis. In media studies, it helps



decode how technology is represented in news, advertising, and popular culture,
uncovering implicit biases and cultural assumptions. For example, analyzing the portrayal
of women in STEM-related media through a technocultural lens can highlight gendered
stereotypes and exclusionary practices.

In policy and governance, CTDA can inform more equitable technology regulation by
exposing whose voices dominate the discourse and what interests are prioritized. This is
particularly relevant in debates over data privacy, digital rights, and AI ethics, where
public discourse often shapes policy outcomes.

Methodological Features of Critical Technocultural
Discourse Analysis

Critical technocultural discourse analysis employs qualitative research methods, primarily
focusing on textual and visual analysis. Researchers analyze a variety of sources,
including:

Media content such as news articles, advertisements, and social media posts

Corporate communications including press releases and marketing materials

Policy documents and legislative texts related to technology

Visual materials like infographics, videos, and interface designs

The analysis pays close attention to language, metaphors, rhetorical strategies, and
intertextuality—the way texts reference or build upon other texts—to reveal how
technocultural meanings are constructed. Contextual analysis is essential, as discourses
are situated within particular historical, social, and political moments.

Challenges and Critiques of Critical Technocultural
Discourse Analysis

While CTDA offers profound insights, it is not without challenges. One critique relates to
the complexity and subjectivity inherent in critical interpretations. Differentiating between
dominant and marginalized discourses requires nuanced judgment and can sometimes
lead to over-interpretation. Additionally, the fast-paced evolution of technology means that
discourses shift rapidly, demanding continual updating of analytical frameworks.

Another challenge lies in balancing the critique of technology with recognition of its
potential benefits. CTDA aims to avoid technophobia or uncritical techno-utopianism by
maintaining a reflective but open stance towards technological innovation.



Comparative Perspectives: CTDA and Related
Analytical Approaches

Critical technocultural discourse analysis shares common ground with several other
analytical frameworks but maintains unique features:

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA): While CDA focuses broadly on power relations
in language, CTDA specifically centers on the intersection of technology and culture,
integrating technological contexts more explicitly.

Science and Technology Studies (STS): STS investigates the social construction
of technology but often emphasizes empirical case studies, whereas CTDA
foregrounds discourse and representation.

Cultural Studies: Cultural studies analyze cultural practices broadly; CTDA narrows
the focus to technocultural narratives and their socio-political implications.

This comparative positioning shows how CTDA enriches critical inquiry by bridging
linguistic, cultural, and technological dimensions.

Future Directions in Critical Technocultural Discourse
Analysis

As technology continues to permeate diverse aspects of life—from social interactions and
education to governance and global economies—the importance of critical technocultural
discourse analysis grows. Emerging technologies like blockchain, augmented reality, and
AI-driven automation generate new discourses ripe for examination.

In addition, the increasing prominence of global digital cultures invites comparative
technocultural discourse studies that consider cross-cultural variations and the impact of
technology on identity, equity, and inclusion worldwide. Integration with big data analytics
and computational linguistics may also enhance the scope and precision of discourse
analysis in the technocultural domain.

By continuously interrogating the narratives that shape technological adoption and public
understanding, critical technocultural discourse analysis remains a vital tool for scholars,
policymakers, and cultural critics aiming to navigate the complex interplay between
technology and society.

Critical Technocultural Discourse Analysis

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/critical-technocultural-discourse-analysis.pdf


  critical technocultural discourse analysis: The Routledge Handbook of Discourse Analysis
Michael Handford, James Paul Gee, 2023-05-15 The Routledge Handbook of Discourse Analysis
covers the major approaches to discourse analysis from critical discourse analysis to multimodal
discourse analysis and their applications in key educational and institutional settings. The handbook
is divided into eight sections: Approaches to Discourse Analysis, Gender, Race and Sexualities,
Narrativity and Discourse, Genre and Register, Spoken Discourse, Social Media and Online
Discourse, Educational Applications and Institutional Applications. The chapters are written by a
wide range of contributors from around the world, each a leading researcher in their respective
field. With a focus on the application of discourse analysis to real-life problems, the contributors
introduce the reader to a topic and analyse authentic data. This fully revised second edition includes
new sections on Gender, Race and Sexualities, Narrativity and Discourse, Genre and Register,
Spoken Discourse, Social Media and Online Discourse and nine new chapters on topics such as
digital communication and public policy and political discourse. This volume is vital reading for all
students and researchers of discourse analysis in linguistics, applied linguistics, communication and
cultural studies, social psychology and anthropology.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: The ^AOxford Handbook of Media and Social
Justice Srividya Ramasubramanian, Omotayo O. Banjo, 2025-06-17 This Handbook gathers over forty
leading scholars and presents a state-of-the-art systematic overview of media and social justice. The
chapters explore intersecting identities, social structures, and power networks within media
ownership, representation, selection, uses, effects, networks, and social transformation. Connecting
critical media scholarship with intersectional feminism, postcolonial/anticolonial theory, Indigenous
approaches, queer theory, diaspora studies, and environmental justice frameworks, the Handbook
re-envisions the role of media and technology with an inclusive trauma-informed approach to
scholarship that is essential for the future of this research.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: The Oxford Handbook of Ethics of AI Markus
D. Dubber, Frank Pasquale, Sunit Das, 2020-06-30 This volume tackles a quickly-evolving field of
inquiry, mapping the existing discourse as part of a general attempt to place current developments
in historical context; at the same time, breaking new ground in taking on novel subjects and
pursuing fresh approaches. The term A.I. is used to refer to a broad range of phenomena, from
machine learning and data mining to artificial general intelligence. The recent advent of more
sophisticated AI systems, which function with partial or full autonomy and are capable of tasks
which require learning and 'intelligence', presents difficult ethical questions, and has drawn
concerns from many quarters about individual and societal welfare, democratic decision-making,
moral agency, and the prevention of harm. This work ranges from explorations of normative
constraints on specific applications of machine learning algorithms today-in everyday medical
practice, for instance-to reflections on the (potential) status of AI as a form of consciousness with
attendant rights and duties and, more generally still, on the conceptual terms and frameworks
necessarily to understand tasks requiring intelligence, whether human or A.I.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Discourse in the Digital Age Eleonora Esposito,
Majid KhosraviNik, 2023-11-30 This collection makes the case for existing critical discourse analysis
theory and methods to meaningfully engage with the communicative parameters, power dynamics,
and technological affordances of contemporary digital spaces. This book lends a critical focus on
discursive practices operating through the paradigm of social media communication, addressing the
crucial interface of discourse and the participatory web with disciplinary rigour and a well-balanced
focus. This volume features chapters highlighting a diverse range of methods, including multi-sited
ethnography, multimodality, argumentation studies, and topic modelling, as applied to a global
range of case studies to present a holistic portrait of the latest methodological and theoretical
debates in this space. The collection demonstrates the many and pervasive impacts of digital
mediation on established discursive practices that are (re-)shaping existing social values, practices,
and demands. In so doing, the collection advocates for a new tradition in critical discourse research,
one which is rigorous in accounting for both solid discursive frameworks and the evolving



complexity of digital platforms, and which triangulates methodologies in order to fully make sense of
contemporary discursive practices and power relations on the online-offline continuum. This
collection will be of interest to students and scholars in critical discourse studies, digital
communication, media studies, and anthropology.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Just Like Us Caitlin E. Lawson, 2022-12-09 In
Just Like Us: Digital Debates on Feminism and Fame, Caitlin E. Lawson examines the rise of
celebrity feminism, its intersections with digital culture, and its complicated relationships with race,
sexuality, capitalism, and misogyny. Through in-depth analyses of debates across social media and
news platforms, Lawson maps the processes by which celebrity culture, digital platforms, and
feminism transform one another. As she analyzes celebrity-centered stories ranging from “The
Fappening” and the digital attack on actress Leslie Jones to stars’ activism in response to #MeToo,
Lawson demonstrates how celebrity culture functions as a hypervisible space in which networked
publics confront white feminism, assert the value of productive anger in feminist politics, and seek
remedies for women’s vulnerabilities in digital spaces and beyond. Just Like Us asserts that,
together, celebrity culture and digital platforms form a crucial discursive arena where postfeminist
logics are unsettled, opening up more public, collective modes of holding individuals and groups
accountable for their actions.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Visual Methodologies Gillian Rose, 2022-09-24
Have you found some exciting images that you want to explore but don’t know how to start your
research or what methods to choose? Do you have a question about an aspect of visual culture that
you want to answer? Whatever level of experience you have, this classic text will provide you with
the key skills you need to complete a visual methods research project, understand the rationale
behind each step, and engage with the contexts and power relations that shape our interpretation of
visual images. With a clear step-by-step approach that is easy to dip in and out of, the book features:
•Key examples in every methods chapter to demonstrate how the methods work in practice and with
different visual materials •‘Focus’ and ‘Discussion’ features that help you practice your skills at
specific parts of the methods and understand some of the method’s complexities •Guidance on
researching using digital visual media, such as Instagram and TikTok, integrated throughout the
book This bestselling critical guide is the perfect companion to visual methods projects for
undergraduates, graduates, researchers and academics across the social sciences and humanities.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Language and Mediated Masculinities Robert
Lawson, 2023 From television shows to the manosphere, and from alt-right communities to
fatherhood forums, debates about masculinity have come to dominate the media landscape. What
does it mean to be a man in contemporary society? How is masculinity constituted in different media
spaces? This growing cultural tension around masculinities has been discussed and analyzed both
for general audiences and in burgeoning academic scholarship. What has been typically overlooked,
however, is the role that language plays in these mediated performances of masculinity. In Language
and Mediated Masculinities, Robert Lawson draws on data from newspapers, social media sites,
television programs, and online forums to explore language and masculinities across a range of
media contexts. The book offers a critical evaluation of the intersection between language,
masculinities, and identities in contemporary society and addresses three key questions: How are
masculinities constructed, in both public and private spheres, through linguistic and discursive
strategies? How does language about masculinity and men affect (and recreate) gender ideologies in
different social, political, and historical contexts? What might the language of men tell us about the
state of contemporary gender relations in the twenty-first century? Lawson furthers our
understanding of how language is implicated in (re)creating gender ideologies and how it shapes
contemporary gender relations. Against a cultural backdrop of rising neoliberalism, ethnic
nationalism, online radicalization, networked misogyny, and fractious gender relations, this book is
an important contribution to charting how language is used to monitor, evaluate, and police
masculinities in online and offline spaces.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: The Usage and Impact of ICTs during the



Covid-19 Pandemic Shengnan Yang, Xiaohua Zhu, Pnina Fichman, 2023-03-03 This book takes a
holistic view of the roles of ICTs during the pandemic through the lens of social informatics, as it is
critical to our understanding of the relations between society and technology. Specific attention is
given to various stakeholders and social contexts, with analysis at the individual, group, community,
and society levels. Pushing the boundaries of information science research with timely and critical
research questions, this edited volume showcases information science research in the context of
COVID-19, by specifically accentuating sociotechnical practices, activities, and ICT interventions
during the pandemic. Its social informatics focus appeals to a broad audience, and its global and
international orientation provides a timely, innovative, and much-needed perspective to information
science. This book is unique in its interdisciplinary nature as it consists of research studies on the
intersections between ICTs and health, culture, social interaction, civic engagement, information
dissemination, work, and education. Chapters apply a range of research methods, including
questionnaire surveys, content analyses, and case studies from countries in Asia, Europe, and
America, as well as global and international comparisons. The book’s primary target audience
includes scholars and students in information and library science, particularly those interested in the
social aspect of the information society. It may be of interest to information professionals, library
practitioners, educators, and information policymakers, as well as scholars and students in science
and technology studies, cultural studies, political science, public administration, sociology, and
communication studies.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Critical Race Media Literacy Jayne Cubbage,
2022-07-21 This volume offers deeper exploration and advancement of critical race media literacy, a
concept which fuses the genres of media literacy and critical media literacy with critical race theory
to bring a new and salient frame to the discussion of media literacy across all levels of education in
today’s globalized, race-based, and media-saturated climate. Bridging the gap in research that has
not addressed the ways in which media is a conduit of racial dialogue and ideology, the book brings
together a diverse group of scholars that explore their perspectives on critical race media literacy as
it is experienced from the interface and consumption of a variety of media texts and social
phenomena. Topics addressed include news literacy, children’s literature, Black political
movements, media protests, and ethnic rock—Critical Race Media Literacy addresses these topics
within existing media literacy contexts to enhance media literacy scholarship and educational
pedagogy. This book will provide a timely and important resource not only for scholars and students
of media literacy and media education but also for educators working in diverse learning settings.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: LGBTQ Digital Cultures Paromita Pain,
2022-03-15 Emphasizing an intersectional and transnational approach, this collection examines how
social media and digital technologies have impacted the sphere of LGBTQ activism, advocacy,
education, empowerment, identity, protest, and self-expression. This edited collection adopts a
critical and cultural studies perspective to examine queer cyberculture and presence. Through the
lens of representation and identity politics, it explores topics such as race, disability, and
colonialism, alongside sexuality and gender. The collection examines how digital technologies have
made queer cultural production more expansive and how such technological affordances and
platforms have enabled queer cultural practices to be more transformational. Bringing together
contributors and case studies from different countries, the contributions grapple with the tensions
that arise when visibility, hiddenness, renditions of the self, and collective contractions of identity
must be negotiated in a variety of global contexts and explores this influence on contemporary
political identities. This book provides an essential introduction to LGBTQ digital cultures for
students, researchers, and scholars of media, communication, and cultural studies. It will also be of
interest to activists wanting to learn more about the transformative potential of digital media and
technology in LGBTQ advocacy and empowerment around the globe.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Distributed Blackness André Brock, Jr.,
2020-02-25 Winner, 2021 Harry Shaw and Katrina Hazzard-Donald Award for Outstanding Work in
African-American Popular Culture Studies, given by the Popular Culture Association Winner, 2021



Nancy Baym Annual Book Award, given by the Association of Internet Researchers An explanation of
the digital practices of the black Internet From BlackPlanet to #BlackGirlMagic, Distributed
Blackness places blackness at the very center of internet culture. André Brock Jr. claims issues of
race and ethnicity as inextricable from and formative of contemporary digital culture in the United
States. Distributed Blackness analyzes a host of platforms and practices (from Black Twitter to
Instagram, YouTube, and app development) to trace how digital media have reconfigured the
meanings and performances of African American identity. Brock moves beyond widely circulated
deficit models of respectability, bringing together discourse analysis with a close reading of
technological interfaces to develop nuanced arguments about how “blackness” gets worked out in
various technological domains. As Brock demonstrates, there’s nothing niche or subcultural about
expressions of blackness on social media: internet use and practice now set the terms for what
constitutes normative participation. Drawing on critical race theory, linguistics, rhetoric, information
studies, and science and technology studies, Brock tabs between black-dominated technologies,
websites, and social media to build a set of black beliefs about technology. In explaining black
relationships with and alongside technology, Brock centers the unique joy and sense of community
in being black online now.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Feminist Activism in the Post-2010s
Sinosphere Elisabeth L. Engebretsen, Jinyan Zeng, 2024-11-14 Bringing together scholars and
scholar-activists from a wide range of disciplines, this groundbreaking book delves into the diversity
and vibrancy of feminist activism in Xi-era China. Feminist Activism in the Post-2010s Sinosphere
examines a variety of urgent feminist issues in 21st-century China, including the #MeToo movement,
online misogyny, feminism in popular media, and the experiences and rights of queer, trans and
ethnic minority groups. The chapters explore shifting dynamics between state feminism, NGO and
grassroots movements, the intersection of academia and intellectual discourse, the interplay of art
and activism, the increasing reliance on digital media platforms, and the evolving (re)formations of
transnational and diasporic alliances, alongside their creative strategic practices. Drawing on timely
research and situated knowledges, the contributors offer innovative and provocative perspectives,
supported by nuanced conceptual frameworks and rich empirical data. What are the specific
characteristics of feminist activism grounded in the Sinosphere and Chinese contexts today? How is
violence analyzed through an intersectional lens, and how do feminist engagements respond to
precarity in the context of a pandemic and authoritarian governance? This anthology is an insightful
and stimulating read for anyone interested in intersectional feminist mobilizations, contemporary
Sinophone and Chinese society and politics, and LGBTQ+ studies.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: How Artifacts Afford Jenny L. Davis, 2020-08-11 A
conceptual update of affordance theory that introduces the mechanisms and conditions framework,
providing a vocabulary and critical perspective. Technological affordances mediate between the
features of a technology and the outcomes of engagement with that technology. The concept of
affordances, which migrated from psychology to design with Donald Norman's influential 1988 book,
The Design of Everyday Things, offers a useful analytical tool in technology studies—but, Jenny
Davis argues in How Artifacts Afford, it is in need of a conceptual update. Davis provides just such
an update, introducing the mechanisms and conditions framework, which offers both a vocabulary
and necessary critical perspective for affordance analyses. The mechanisms and conditions
framework shifts the question from what objects afford to how objects afford, for whom, and under
what circumstances. Davis shows that through this framework, analyses can account for the power
and politics of technological artifacts. She situates the framework within a critical approach that
views technology as materialized action. She explains how request, demand, encourage, discourage,
refuse, and allow are mechanisms of affordance, and shows how these mechanisms take shape
through variable conditions—perception, dexterity, and cultural and institutional legitimacy. Putting
the framework into action, Davis identifies existing methodological approaches that complement it,
including critical technocultural discourse analysis (CTDA), app feature analysis, and adversarial
design. In today's rapidly changing sociotechnical landscape, the stakes of affordance analyses are



high. Davis's mechanisms and conditions framework offers a timely theoretical reboot, providing
tools for the crucial tasks of both analysis and design.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Networked Feminisms Brianna I. Wiens, Shana
MacDonald, Michelle MacArthur, Milena Radzikowska, 2021-11-16 The collection of essays outlines
how feminists employ a variety of online platforms, practices, and tools to create spaces of solidarity
and to articulate a critical politics that refuses popular forms of individual, consumerist, white
feminist empowerment in favor of collective, tangible action. Including scholars and activists from a
wide range of disciplinary perspectives, these essays help to catalog the ways in which feminists are
organizing online to mobilize different feminist, queer, trans, disability, reproductive justice, and
racial equality movements. Together, these perspectives offer a comprehensive overview of how
feminists are employing the tools of the internet for political change. Grounded in intersectional
feminism––a perspective that attends to the interrelatedness of power and oppression based on race,
class, gender, ability, sexuality, and other identities––this book gathers provocations, analyses,
creative explorations, theorizations, and case studies of networked feminist activist practices. In
doing so, this collection archives important work already done within feminist digital cultures and
acts as a vital blueprint for future feminist action.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Gender, Judging and the Courts in Africa J. Jarpa
Dawuni, 2021-11-29 Women judges are playing increasingly prominent roles in many African
judiciaries, yet there remains very little comparative research on the subject. Drawing on extensive
cross-national data and theoretical and empirical analysis, this book provides a timely and
broad-ranging assessment of gender and judging in African judiciaries. Employing different
theoretical approaches, the book investigates how women have fared within domestic African
judiciaries as both actors and litigants. It explores how women negotiate multiple hierarchies to
access the judiciary, and how gender-related issues are handled in courts. The chapters in the book
provide policy, theoretical and practical prescriptions to the challenges identified, and offer
recommendations for the future directions of gender and judging in the post-COVID-19 era,
including the role of technology, artificial intelligence, social media, and institutional
transformations that can help promote women’s rights. Bringing together specific cases from Kenya,
Uganda, Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia, Tanzania, and South Africa and regional bodies such as ECOWAS
and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and covering a broad range of thematic
reflections, this book will be of interest to scholars, students, and practitioners of African law,
judicial politics, judicial training, and gender studies. It will also be useful to bilateral and
multilateral donor institutions financing gender-sensitive judicial reform programs, particularly in
Africa. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-edit/10.4324/9780429327865/gender-judging-courts-africa-jarpa-da
wuni, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 license.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Advancing Educational Research With Emerging
Technology Kennedy, Eugene, Qian, Yufeng, 2019-11-29 Advances in technology and media have
fundamentally changed the way people perceive research, how research studies are conducted, and
the ways data are analyzed/how the findings are presented. Emerging internet-enabled technological
tools have enhanced and transformed research in education and the way educators must adapt to
conduct future studies. Advancing Educational Research With Emerging Technology provides
innovative insights into cutting-edge and long-standing digital tools in educational research and
addresses theoretical, methodological, and ethical dimensions in doing research in the digital world.
The content within this publication examines such topics as computational linguistics, individualized
learning, and mobile technologies. The design of this publication is suited for students, professors,
higher education faculty, deans, academicians, researchers, and practitioners looking to expand
their research through the use of a broad range of digital tools and resources.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Research Anthology on Racial Equity,
Identity, and Privilege Management Association, Information Resources, 2022-01-14 Past injustice



against racial groups rings out throughout history and negatively affects today’s society. Not only do
people hold onto negative perceptions, but government processes and laws have remnants of these
past ideas that impact people today. To enact change and promote justice, it is essential to recognize
the generational trauma experienced by these groups. The Research Anthology on Racial Equity,
Identity, and Privilege analyzes the impact that past racial inequality has on society today. This book
discusses the barriers that were created throughout history and the ways to overcome them and heal
as a community. Covering topics such as critical race theory, transformative change, and
intergenerational trauma, this three-volume comprehensive major reference work is a dynamic
resource for sociologists, community leaders, government officials, policymakers, education
administration, preservice teachers, students and professors of higher education, justice advocates,
researchers, and academicians.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Developing Culturally Responsive Curriculum in
Higher Education Rantz, Rick, McNulty, LeeAnne, 2025-06-18 In an interconnected world,
developing culturally responsive curriculum in higher education fosters inclusive learning
environments and prepares students to thrive in global contexts. Culturally responsive curriculum
actively incorporates diverse perspectives, histories, and context into content, pedagogy, and
assessments. By acknowledging and valuing cultural backgrounds, educators can promote equity,
enhance student engagement, and challenge systemic biases within academic institutions. As higher
education evolves, integrating culturally responsive practices affects social justice and makes critical
steps toward academic excellence and meaningful student success. Developing Culturally
Responsive Curriculum in Higher Education explores culturally responsive curriculum (CRC) in
higher education. It offers a deep analysis of the theoretical foundations, practical applications, and
transformative potential of CRC. This book covers topics such as social justice, gender and diversity,
and inclusive education, and is a useful resource for educators, sociologists, academicians,
researchers, and scientists.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Race and Digital Media Lori Kido Lopez,
2022-11-08 Since the early days of the internet, there have been questions about how emerging
technologies might one day liberate or further harm communities of color that already face
structural inequalities of racism. As reliance on computing technologies increases, it is also
important to address questions about racial bias in the design of digital platforms, labor inequalities
in tech industries, and digital surveillance on Black and Brown communities. This textbook provides
a comprehensive introduction to the theory and research on race and digital media. Focusing on the
experiences of people of color in the United States, it explores the various ways that racism and
white supremacy have shaped aspects of our digital world ‒ from the infrastructures and policies
that support technological development, to algorithms and the collection of data, to the interfaces
that shape engagement. Yet it also reveals how communities of color have deployed digital media in
ways that expand the public sphere, contest the status quo, and give voice to creativity and joy. Race
and Digital Media provides an essential resource for students of communication, media, technology,
and society. It shows how to make sense of our ever-changing digital media landscape in a way that
centers the continued impact of institutionalized racism and the potential for anti-racist futures.
  critical technocultural discourse analysis: Human-Computer Interaction Masaaki Kurosu,
Ayako Hashizume, 2025-07-01 This seven-volume set constitutes the refereed proceedings of the
Human Computer Interaction thematic area of the 27th International Conference on
Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2025, held in Gothenburg, Sweden, during June 22–27, 2025.
The HCI Thematic Area constitutes a forum for scientific research and addressing challenging and
innovative topics in Human-Computer Interaction theory, methodology and practice, including, for
example, novel theoretical approaches to interaction, novel user interface concepts and
technologies, novel interaction devices, UI development methods, environments and tools,
multimodal user interfaces, emotions in HCI, aesthetic issues, HCI and children, evaluation methods
and tools, and many others.
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