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**Exploring "Consider the Lilies" by Iain Crichton Smith: A Deep Dive into
Faith and Existence**

consider the lilies iain crichton smith opens a window not only into the
poetic prowess of one of Scotland’s most revered writers but also into
profound reflections on faith, nature, and human existence. This evocative
poem, nestled within Smith's broader body of work, invites readers to pause,
reflect, and engage with spiritual and philosophical questions in a way that
feels intimate and accessible. If you’re curious about the themes, style, and
enduring relevance of this poem, this article will guide you through its
depths, unpacking the nuances that make it a standout piece in 20th-century
Scottish literature.

Who Was Iain Crichton Smith?

Before delving into the poem itself, it helps to understand the man behind
the words. Iain Crichton Smith (1928-1998) was a Scottish poet, novelist, and
translator known for his clear and direct language, often exploring themes of
identity, religion, and the human condition. Born in the Outer Hebrides, his
writing frequently reflected his rural upbringing and the complexities of
Scottish culture and politics. Smith’s work is celebrated for its emotional
depth and philosophical insight, making him a significant figure in Scottish
literature.

Understanding "Consider the Lilies" in Context

"Consider the Lilies" draws its inspiration from the biblical passage in the
Gospel of Matthew, where Jesus encourages his followers not to worry about
material needs by pointing to the lilies of the field, which grow beautifully
without toil. Smith’s poem reinterprets this message through his own lens,
blending religious imagery with reflections on nature and human anxiety.

The Biblical Allusion

The phrase “consider the lilies” is a direct nod to Matthew 6:28-29, a
passage that has resonated with many spiritual thinkers and poets throughout
history. By referencing this, Smith taps into a rich tradition of
contemplative poetry that uses nature to explore faith and trust.



Smith’s Unique Take

Unlike traditional religious poetry that might emphasize divine reassurance
alone, Smith's poem often carries a subtle tension — a recognition of human
doubt and the struggle to find peace amidst uncertainty. This nuanced
approach adds layers to the poem, making it relatable to readers regardless
of their personal beliefs.

Key Themes in "Consider the Lilies Iain
Crichton Smith"

Several themes stand out prominently in this poem, each contributing to its
enduring appeal.

Faith and Doubt

Smith doesn’t shy away from the complexities of faith. His poem acknowledges
the difficulty of surrendering worries and trusting in a higher plan,
reflecting a realistic and human perspective on spirituality. This blend of
hope and skepticism invites readers to explore their own beliefs with
honesty.

The Beauty of Nature

Nature imagery is central to the poem, with lilies symbolizing purity,
simplicity, and effortless beauty. Smith’s vivid descriptions encourage
readers to find solace and inspiration in the natural world, suggesting that
meaning can be found beyond human concerns.

Mortality and Existence

Beneath the surface, the poem grapples with themes of life’s fragility and
the search for meaning in the face of mortality. The lilies, blooming briefly
yet beautifully, remind us of the transient nature of life and the importance
of embracing the present.

Literary Style and Techniques

Tain Crichton Smith’s style in "Consider the Lilies" is characterized by



clarity and precision, yet it remains rich with emotion and depth.

Simple Yet Powerful Language

One of Smith’s strengths is his ability to use straightforward language to
convey complex ideas. This accessibility allows a wide audience to connect
with the poem while still appreciating its philosophical undertones.

Imagery and Symbolism

The poem’s central image — the lilies — serves as a multifaceted symbol.
Smith uses this botanical metaphor not only to reflect biblical themes but
also to evoke a sense of calm and reassurance, contrasting human anxiety with
nature’s effortless beauty.

Reflective Tone

The poem’s contemplative voice invites readers into a quiet space of
reflection. Smith’s tone balances reverence with introspection, encouraging
readers to engage deeply with the text rather than passively consume it.

Why "Consider the Lilies" Resonates Today

In a fast-paced, often stressful modern world, the messages within "Consider
the Lilies" remain profoundly relevant. Many readers find comfort in Smith’s
reminder to pause and observe the world around them, embracing simplicity
amid chaos.

Relevance to Modern Spirituality

For those exploring spirituality outside traditional religious frameworks,
Smith’'s poem offers a gentle invitation to find faith in the rhythms of
nature and the present moment rather than dogma or ritual.

Encouragement for Mindfulness

The poem’s emphasis on observing lilies and their effortless existence aligns
well with contemporary ideas of mindfulness and living in the now. It
encourages slowing down, noticing beauty, and releasing unnecessary worries.



Incorporating "Consider the Lilies" into Your
Reading or Teaching

Whether you’re a student, educator, or poetry enthusiast, there are many ways
to engage with this poem meaningfully.

e Discussion Prompts: Explore how Smith’s portrayal of faith compares with
traditional religious poetry and what it reveals about human
vulnerability.

e Creative Writing: Use the poem as a springboard to write your own
reflections on nature and spirituality.

e Comparative Analysis: Contrast "Consider the Lilies" with other poems
inspired by the same biblical passage to uncover different
interpretations.

Further Reading and Exploration

If "consider the lilies iain crichton smith" has sparked your interest,
diving deeper into Smith’s oeuvre can be rewarding. His poetry and prose
consistently explore themes of identity, faith, and place with remarkable
insight. Additionally, exploring Scottish literature of the 20th century
provides rich context for understanding his work.

For those interested in faith-inspired poetry, reading other poets who draw
on biblical imagery-like Gerard Manley Hopkins or Christina Rossetti-—can
enrich your appreciation of how "Consider the Lilies" fits into a broader
tradition.

Engaging with critical essays on Smith’s poetry also offers valuable
perspectives, shedding light on his political views, cultural background, and
stylistic choices.

The enduring power of "Consider the Lilies" lies in its ability to resonate
across different contexts and beliefs, inviting readers to reflect on life,
faith, and the quiet beauty that surrounds us. Iain Crichton Smith’s
thoughtful and accessible approach ensures that this poem remains a cherished
work for anyone seeking meaning in the simple yet profound moments of
existence.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Consider the Lilies' and what
is the book about?

'Consider the Lilies' is a novel written by Iain Crichton Smith. It explores
themes of faith, morality, and the human condition through the story of a
conscientious objector during World War I.

What are the main themes in Iain Crichton Smith's
'Consider the Lilies'?

The main themes include pacifism, the conflict between personal beliefs and
societal expectations, religious faith, and the impact of war on individuals
and communities.

How does Iain Crichton Smith portray the protagonist
in 'Consider the Lilies'?

The protagonist is portrayed as a deeply principled and introspective
individual who struggles with the moral dilemmas posed by war and his
commitment to non-violence.

What is the significance of the title 'Consider the
Lilies' in Iain Crichton Smith's novel?

The title references a biblical passage encouraging trust in divine
providence and highlights the novel's exploration of faith, peace, and the
natural order amidst human conflict.

How does 'Consider the Lilies' reflect Iain Crichton
Smith's views on war and pacifism?

‘Consider the Lilies' reflects Smith's critical perspective on war,
emphasizing the moral courage required for pacifism and the personal cost of
standing against violence.

In what ways does Iain Crichton Smith use setting in
'Consider the Lilies' to enhance the story?

Smith uses the rural Scottish setting to contrast the peaceful natural world
with the turmoil of war, reinforcing the novel's themes of innocence, faith,
and the disruption caused by conflict.



Additional Resources

Consider the Lilies Iain Crichton Smith: An Analytical Exploration of His
Poetic Craft and Thematic Resonance

consider the lilies iain crichton smith is a phrase that invites readers and
critics alike to delve into the nuanced poetry of one of Scotland’s most
profound literary voices. Iain Crichton Smith, a Scottish poet and novelist,
is renowned for his poignant reflections on identity, faith, and the socio-
political landscape of Scotland and beyond. The poem "Consider the Lilies"
stands out as a prime example of his ability to intertwine biblical imagery
with existential inquiry, offering fertile ground for analysis on multiple
levels.

This article takes an investigative and professional approach to unpacking
“"Consider the Lilies," situating it within Crichton Smith’s broader oeuvre
while exploring its thematic complexity, stylistic features, and cultural
significance. As we navigate through this examination, we will naturally
integrate relevant keywords such as Scottish poetry, religious symbolism,
post-war literature, and identity themes, ensuring a thorough and SEO-
optimized discussion.

Contextualizing Iain Crichton Smith and
"Consider the Lilies"

Tain Crichton Smith (1928-1998) was a prolific writer whose works often
grappled with the tensions between personal faith and political unrest,
particularly in the context of Scottish Gaelic culture and the larger British
socio-political environment. His upbringing in the Gaelic-speaking Isle of
Lewis and later life in Scotland’s mainland imbued his poetry with a unique
cross-cultural perspective.

"Consider the Lilies" is emblematic of Crichton Smith’s engagement with
religious motifs, specifically drawing on the biblical reference from the
Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus urges listeners to “consider the lilies of
the field.” This allusion serves as a foundation for the poem’s exploration
of themes such as divine providence, human anxiety, and the search for
meaning amid chaos.

Thematic Depth in "Consider the Lilies"

At its core, "Consider the Lilies" is a meditation on the juxtaposition
between natural beauty and human suffering. The lilies symbolize innocence,
purity, and the effortless grace of nature, which contrasts sharply with the
turmoil experienced by humanity. Crichton Smith’'s use of this symbol engages
with existential questions: How does one reconcile faith in a benevolent



creator with the evident presence of pain and injustice?

This tension reflects a broader preoccupation in Crichton Smith’s poetry with
the limits of religious consolation. Rather than offering simplistic answers,
the poem invites readers to dwell in the ambiguity between hope and despair,
suggesting that true understanding may lie in acceptance rather than
resolution.

Stylistic Features and Poetic Techniques

Crichton Smith’s craftsmanship in "Consider the Lilies" is notable for its
restrained yet evocative language. The poem’s diction is measured, avoiding
florid embellishments in favor of clarity and emotional precision. This
stylistic choice reinforces the contemplative tone, creating space for
readers to engage deeply with the imagery and underlying philosophical
questions.

Additionally, the poem often employs a steady rhythm that mirrors the natural
cycles it references, imbuing the reading experience with a sense of calm
persistence. The interplay of simple syntax with profound thematic content
exemplifies Crichton Smith’s skill in balancing accessibility with
intellectual rigor.

Comparing "Consider the Lilies" within Scottish
Poetry Tradition

To fully appreciate the significance of "Consider the Lilies," it is
instructive to consider its place in the wider landscape of Scottish poetry.
Scottish literature has a rich tradition of engaging with themes of identity,
nature, and spirituality, from Robert Burns to contemporary voices.

Unlike some poets who foreground nationalism or linguistic heritage, Crichton
Smith often situates his work in a more universal human context, even as he
draws on his Gaelic roots. This duality enriches "Consider the Lilies,"
positioning it as a bridge between local experience and global existential
themes.

Comparatively, the poem aligns with other post-war literary works that
grapple with disillusionment and faith, echoing writers such as T.S. Eliot
and W.H. Auden. However, Crichton Smith’s distinct Scottish perspective adds
a unique dimension, particularly through his nuanced use of biblical
symbolism and natural imagery.



Pros and Cons of Crichton Smith’s Approach in
"Consider the Lilies"

* Pros:

[¢]

Profound engagement with universal themes of faith and existence.

[¢]

Elegant use of biblical imagery that resonates across cultural
contexts.

[¢]

Balanced poetic style that is both accessible and intellectually
stimulating.

[¢]

Integration of Scottish cultural undertones without limiting the
poem’s reach.

e Cons:

o Ambiguity in thematic resolution may challenge readers seeking
definitive answers.

o Subtlety of symbolism might be overlooked without background
knowledge of biblical references.

o Some readers might find the contemplative pace slower compared to
more dramatic poetic styles.

The Enduring Relevance of "Consider the Lilies"

In an era marked by rapid social change and ongoing spiritual questioning,
"Consider the Lilies" remains a relevant and thought-provoking work. Its
exploration of how humans relate to the divine and the natural world taps
into enduring concerns about purpose and suffering.

Moreover, the poem’s meditative quality invites modern readers to pause and
reflect amidst the noise of contemporary life—a valuable function that poetry
uniquely fulfills. Crichton Smith’'s ability to evoke stillness and
introspection contributes to the lasting appeal of his work in academic,
literary, and spiritual circles.



Impact on Contemporary Scottish Literature and
Beyond

Iain Crichton Smith’s influence extends beyond poetry into broader Scottish
letters, where his blending of cultural identity and universal themes has
inspired a generation of writers. "Consider the Lilies," in particular,
exemplifies how poetic expression can serve as both personal reflection and
social commentary.

The poem’s delicate balance of faith and doubt resonates with contemporary
authors who explore postmodern spirituality and the search for meaning in a
fragmented world. As such, it continues to be a subject of scholarly interest
and a touchstone for discussions on the role of religion and nature in
literature.

The phrase "consider the lilies iain crichton smith" encapsulates a rich
literary and thematic tapestry. Through careful analysis, it becomes evident
that this poem not only reflects the poet’s personal grappling with faith and
identity but also contributes meaningfully to the wider conversation within
Scottish and post-war poetry. By inviting readers to contemplate the
lilies—symbols of natural grace and divine care—Crichton Smith crafts a
timeless meditation on human existence that continues to inspire thoughtful
engagement.

Consider The Lilies Iain Crichton Smith

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Consider the Lilies Iain Crichton Smith, 2015-04-15
This classic novel by the acclaimed author and poet examines a cruel episode of Scottish history
through the intimate thoughts of an elderly woman. First published in 1968, Consider the Lilies is
widely celebrated as one of the finest achievements in contemporary Scottish literature. Set in the
time of the Highland Clearances—the mass eviction of tenant farmers that began in the mid 18th
century—it tells the tale of a solitary woman whose home is razed in the name of “agricultural
improvement.” Having lived her whole life among her rural Highland community, she is suddenly
told that she will be forced from her home, which will then be burned to the ground. The shattering
pronouncement leaves her shocked and disoriented as her thoughts shift between despair for her
future and memoires of the life that will soon be gone.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: "Consider the lilies", by Iain Crichton Smith , 1999

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Consider The Lilies Iain Crichton Smith, 2015-04-15
The eviction of the crofters from their homes between 1792 and the 1850s was one of the cruellest
episodes in Scotland's history. In this novel Iain Crichton Smith captures the impact of the Highland
Clearances through the thoughts and memories of an old woman who has lived all her life within the
narrow confines of her community. Alone and bewildered by the demands of the factor, Mrs Scott
approaches the minister for help, only to have her faith shattered by his hypocrisy. She finds
comfort, however, from a surprising source: Donald Macleod, an imaginative and self-educated man
who has been ostracised by his neighbours, not least by Mrs Scott herself, on account of his atheism.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/consider-the-lilies-iain-crichton-smith.pdf

Through him and through the circumstances forced upon her, the old woman achieves new strength.
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Iain Crichton Smith Michaela Riester, 2006
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Iain Crichton Smith Colin Nicholson, 1992
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Edinburgh Companion to Twentieth-Century Scottish

Literature Ian Brown, 2009-07-03 This volume considers the major themes, texts and authors of

Scottish literature of the twentieth and, so far, twenty-first century. It identifies the contexts and

impulses that led Scottish writers to adopt their creative literary strategies. Moving beyond

traditional classifications, it draws on the most recent critical approaches to open up new
perspectives on Scottish literature since 1900. The volume's innovative thematic structure ensures
that the most important texts or authors are seen from different perspectives whether in the context
of empire, renaissance, war and post-war, literary genre, generation, and resistance. In order to
provide thorough coverage, these thematic chapters are complemented by chronological 'Arcade’
chapters, which outline the contexts of the literature of the period by decades, and by 'Overview'
chapters which trace developments across the century in theatre, language and Gaelic literature.

Taken together, the chapters provide a thorough and thought-provoking account of the century's

literature.
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Scottish Literature and Postcolonial Literature

Michael Gardiner, 2011-06-13 The first full-length study of Scottish literature using a

post-devolutionary understanding of postcolonial studies
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: The End of an Old Song: A Romance John Dick

Scott, 2009-05-01 The End of an Old Song is the story of three young people; Alastair, a reckless

careerist, Patrick, an artist, and Catherine, the self-centred girl from whom they can't break free.

Set in the thirties, the war years and beyond, it also evokes the nostalgic passing of a way of life and

the destruction of values symbolised by the decline of an old house, Kingisbyres. Scott's novel is one

of those rare works in which life blows across the page, careless of time and space and convention,
making its own moods and weather. Stevensonian in its movement and warmth, its portrayal of
character is as vivid and authentic as its feelings for a time now past.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Arts of Resistance Alexander Moffat, Alan Riach,

Linda Macdonald-Lewis, 2020-05-15 Arts of Resistance is an original exploration that extends

beyond the arts into the context of politics and political change. In three wide-ranging exchanges

prompted by American blues singer Linda MacDonald-Lewis, artist Alexander Moffat and poet Alan

Riach discuss cultural, political and artistic movements, the role of the artist in society and the effect

of environment on artists from all disciplines. Arts of Resistance examines the lives and work of

leading figures from Scotland's arts world in the twentieth century, concentrating on poets and
artists but also including writers, musicians and architectural visionaries such as Charles Rennie

Mackintosh and Patrick Geddes. Poets studied include Hugh MacDiarmid, Sorley MacLean, [ain

Crichton Smith, Edwin Morgan and Liz Lochhead; artists include William McTaggart, William

Johnstone and the Scottish Colourists. The investigation into the connection between the arts and

political culture includes historical issues, from British imperialism to a devolved Scotland. Finally,

the contribution to poetry and art of each major Scottish city is discussed: Edinburgh, Glasgow,

Aberdeen, Dundee. Highly illustrated with paintings and poems, Arts of Resistance is a beautifully

produced book providing facts and controversial opinions.
consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Rewriting Scotland Cristie L. March, 2002

Rewriting Scotland examines six of the most influential and cutting-edge contemporary Scottish

writers as they redefine outmoded notions of Scottish identity. From Irvine Welsh's windows into

Scottish youth culture in Trainspotting to Janice Galloway's examinations of the duality of female

isolation and empowerment, this unique work reveals new explorations of Scottish gender politics,

sexuality, voice, and self-awareness.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Beyond Scotland , 2021-09-20 Scottish creative
writing in the twentieth century was notable for its willingness to explore and absorb the literatures
of other times and other nations. From the engagement with Russian literature of Hugh MacDiarmid



and Edwin Morgan, through to the interplay with continental literary theory, Scottish writers have
proved active participants in a diverse international literary practice. Scottish criticism has,
arguably, often been slow in appreciating the full extent of this exchange. Preoccupied with marking
out its territory, with identifying an independent and distinctive tradition, Scottish criticism has
occasionally blinded itself to the diversity and range of its writers. In stressing the importance of
cultural independence, it has tended to overlook the many virtues of interdependence. The essays in
this book aim to offer a corrective view. They celebrate the achievement of Scottish writing in the
twentieth century by offering a wider basis for appreciation than a narrow idea of 'Scottishness'.
Each essay explores an aspect of Scottish writing in an individual foreign perspective; together they
provide an enriching account of a national literary practice that has deep, and often surprisingly
complex, roots in international culture.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Edinburgh's Festivals David Pollock, 2023-08-04 In
August 1947, an émigré Austrian opera impresario launched the Edinburgh International Festival of
Music and Drama to heal the scars of the Second World War through a celebration of the arts. At the
same time, a socialist theatre group from Glasgow and other amateur companies protested their
exclusion from the festival by performing anyway, inventing the concept of 'fringe' theatre. Now the
annual celebration known collectively as the Edinburgh Festival is the largest arts festival in the
world, incorporating events dedicated to theatre, film, art, literature, comedy, dance, jazz and even
military pageantry. It has launched careers - from Peter Cook and Dudley Moore in Beyond the
Fringe to Phoebe Waller-Bridge with Fleabag - mirrored the political and social mood of its times,
shaped the city of Edinburgh around it and welcomed a huge all-star cast, including Orson Welles,
Grace Kelly, Yehudi Menuhin and Mark E Smith's The Fall and many many more. This is its story.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: George Mackay Brown and the Philosophy of
Community Timothy C Baker, 2009-06-23 In this book Timothy C. Baker situates George Mackay
Brown's work within a broad literary and philosophical context to articulate how his novels engage
with the question of community.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: The Dynamics of Heritage Laurence Gouriévidis,
2016-03-23 There has been much academic interest in the role of museums as places where
understanding of the past is shaped and legitimised for a wide and increasingly diverse public. This
book focuses on the museum representations of the Highland Clearances - a much neglected aspect
of one of the most disputed and politically-charged issues in modern Scottish history. Drawing
together a range of inter-disciplinary themes and notions, it considers the cultural legacy of the
period, brings to light the socially and historically conditioned meanings and values encapsulated in
museum narratives of the Clearances, and shows the significance of collective memory in the
negotiations inherent in heritage work. Examining both national and local museums in Scotland and
concluding with comparisons with Australian museums of migration, Dynamics of Heritage
contributes to our understanding of the processes of heritage construction, and its relationship to
issues of memory and other modes of engagement with the past.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: For Faughie's Sake Laura Marney, 2014-03-15 In
the sequel to Laura Marney’s bestseller, ‘No Wonder I Take a Drink’, we find Trixie - a boozy
unsentimental loner - desperate to escape Inverfaughie, the small Highland village she’s relocated
to. When Hollywood visits the introspective community to make a movie about the Highland
Clearances, local conflicts are quick to follow. An ancient document is unearthed, which
authenticates Faughie’s independence from Scotland and Great Britain, meaning a referendum is on
the cards and Trixie will have to decide where her loyalties lie. ‘For Faughie’s Sake’ takes a
sideways approach to politics and community - and the absurd propaganda and partisan
Machiavellian intrigue that often goes with them. It’s a light-hearted, sometimes gleeful, celebration
of contemporary Scottish life.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Scottish Gothic Carol Margaret Davison, 2017-03-08
Written from various critical standpoints by internationally renowned scholars, Scottish Gothic: An
Edinburgh Companion interrogates the ways in which the concepts of the Gothic and Scotland have




intersected and been manipulated from the mid-eighteenth century to the present day. This
interdisciplinary collection is the first ever published study to investigate the multifarious strands of
Gothic in Scottish fiction, poetry, theatre and film. Its contributors - all specialists in their fields -
combine an attention to socio-historical and cultural contexts with a rigorous close reading of works,
both classic and lesser known, produced between the eighteenth and twenty-first centuries.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Edinburgh History of the Book in Scotland,
Volume 4: Professionalism and Diversity 1880-2000 David Finkelstein, 2007-11-23 In this
volume a range of distinguished contributors provide an original analysis of the book in Scotland
during a period that has been until now greatly under-researched and little understood. The issues
covered by this volume include the professionalisation of publishing, its scale, technological
developments, the role of the state, including the library service, the institutional structure of the
book in Scotland, industrial relations, union activity and organisation, women and the Scottish book,
and the economics of publishing. Separate chapters cover Scottish publishing and literary culture,
publishing genres, the art of print culture, distribution, and authors and readers. The volume also
includes an innovative use of illustrative case studies.

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: The Literature of Region and Nation Ronald P
Draper, 1989-01-27

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Why Scottish Literature Matters Carla Sassi, 2005
This is the fourth book in a Saltire series examining the significance of Scottish history, philosophy
and the Scots language. Here, the Distinguished Italian academic Carla Sassi examines Scotland's
literature from the earliest times to the late 20th century and offers new and fascinating insights
into the nature of nationhood and identity, and the way in which these are reflected in, and the
inspiration for, literary output at various periods. The major historical influences are covered
including relations with England, religious division, enlightenment philosophy and the Union of
1707, but Professor Sassi also examines Scotland's role in the British imperial adventure and the
impact on literature of the coloniser / colonised experience. She makes a special study of the
contribution of women writers and the writers of the 20th century 'Renaissance' and concludes with
speculation on the future of 'Scottish' literature in a post-modern Scotland exposed to global cultural
influences and living in the new political world heralded by the restoration of the Holyrood
Parliament. Carla Sassi is Associate Professor of English literature at the University of Verona. She
specialises in Sc

consider the lilies iain crichton smith: Set Adrift Upon the World James Hunter,
2015-10-15 This true story of a mass eviction in nineteenth-century Scotland is “a moving, gripping,
definitive account of a struggle for survival (Scots Magazine). A Saltire Society History Book of the
Year They would be better dead, they said, than set adrift upon the world. But set adrift they
were—thousands of them, their communities destroyed, their homes demolished and burned. Such
were the Sutherland Clearances, an extraordinary episode involving the deliberate depopulation of
much of a Scottish Highlands county. What was done in the course of it was planned and carried out
by a small group of men and one woman, seeking a more profitable use of the land. Most of those
involved wrote a great deal about their actions, intentions, and feelings, and much of it has been
preserved. There are no equivalent collections of material from those whose communities ceased to
exist. Their feelings and fears are harder to access, but by no means irrecoverable. In this book,
James Hunter tells the story of the Sutherland Clearances. His research took him to archives in
Scotland, England, and Canada, to the now deserted valleys of Sutherland, to the frozen shores of
Hudson Bay. The result is a story of a people’s struggle for survival in the face of tragedy and
disaster, covering experiences not featured in any previous such account. “Detailed and unsparing . .
.. [The author] is careful to present the evidence for all he records.” —London Review of Books
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