
conflict and resolution in literature
Conflict and Resolution in Literature: The Heartbeat of Storytelling

conflict and resolution in literature serve as the fundamental driving forces that breathe life into
narratives. Without conflict, stories lack tension and stakes; without resolution, they feel incomplete
and unsatisfying. These elements are not merely plot devices but crucial tools that engage readers,
evoke emotions, and convey deeper messages. Whether you are an avid reader, a writer, or someone
curious about storytelling techniques, understanding how conflict and resolution function in literature
can enrich your appreciation and craft.

Understanding Conflict: The Engine of Narrative

At its core, conflict in literature is the challenge or problem that the protagonist faces. It creates
tension and propels the story forward by posing questions: What will happen next? How will the
characters respond? Conflict is what keeps readers hooked, eager to see how obstacles are overcome
or how characters change.

Types of Conflict in Literature

Conflict can manifest in multiple forms, each bringing a unique flavor to the story:

Internal Conflict (Man vs. Self): This involves a character grappling with their own emotions,
beliefs, or desires. It’s a psychological struggle that adds depth and realism, such as Hamlet’s
indecision or Elizabeth Bennet’s prejudices.

External Conflict: This is a struggle between a character and an outside force. It includes:

Man vs. Man: Conflicts between characters, like rivalries, family disputes, or battles.

Man vs. Nature: Characters facing natural disasters, wilderness, or survival challenges.

Man vs. Society: The protagonist fights against social norms, laws, or cultural
expectations.

Man vs. Technology: Conflicts arising from advancements, machines, or artificial
intelligence.

Each type of conflict adds layers to storytelling, influencing how readers perceive characters and
themes.



The Role of Resolution in Literature

Resolution is the narrative’s way of answering the questions conflict raises. It’s the moment when
tensions ease, and the story reaches a conclusion—whether happy, tragic, or ambiguous. Without
resolution, readers might feel frustrated or unsatisfied, as unresolved conflicts can leave a narrative
feeling incomplete.

How Resolution Shapes Reader Experience

Resolution gives readers closure and often delivers the story’s ultimate message or moral. It shows
the consequences of the conflict and illustrates character growth or transformation. For example, in
classic fairy tales, resolution often restores order and justice, while in modern literature, it might
challenge readers with complex, open-ended conclusions that provoke thought.

Interplay Between Conflict and Resolution: Crafting
Compelling Stories

The magic of storytelling lies in the dynamic dance between conflict and resolution. Writers carefully
design conflicts that are meaningful and challenging, then craft resolutions that are satisfying and
thought-provoking. This interplay impacts pacing, character development, and thematic depth.

Tips for Writers: Balancing Conflict and Resolution

Make conflicts relatable: Readers connect more deeply when conflicts mirror real-life
struggles or universal emotions.

Raise the stakes: Increase tension gradually to maintain interest, but avoid overwhelming the
reader.

Ensure resolution aligns with the story’s tone: A lighthearted tale might end with a joyful
resolution, while a dystopian novel could conclude with ambiguity or loss.

Avoid rushed endings: Give your resolution space to unfold naturally, allowing readers to
absorb its impact.

These strategies help create narratives that resonate and linger in the reader’s mind.



Conflict and Resolution Through Different Literary
Genres

Different genres employ conflict and resolution in distinctive ways, tailored to their narrative goals.

In Romance

Conflict often revolves around misunderstandings, societal barriers, or internal emotional struggles.
Resolution typically involves reconciliation or acceptance, providing emotional payoff.

In Mystery and Thriller

The conflict centers on uncovering truth or surviving danger. Resolution reveals secrets or restores
safety, often with unexpected twists.

In Fantasy and Science Fiction

Conflicts may include epic battles, quests, or moral dilemmas involving otherworldly elements.
Resolutions can reshape the fictional world or redefine heroism.

Understanding genre conventions helps readers anticipate how conflict and resolution might unfold,
enhancing engagement.

Why Conflict and Resolution Matter Beyond Plot

While they are essential to plot, conflict and resolution also serve as mirrors to human experience.
They reflect the challenges, choices, and growth that define our lives. Through literature, readers
explore complex emotions and ethical questions safely, gaining insight and empathy.

Moreover, recognizing patterns of conflict and resolution can deepen literary analysis and critique. It
enables readers to appreciate an author’s craftsmanship and thematic intentions.

Conflict and resolution in literature are much more than structural elements; they are the heartbeat
that animates stories, making them memorable and impactful. Whether through the internal turmoil
of a character or the climactic battle between opposing forces, these dynamics invite readers into
worlds where struggles matter and endings resonate. As you dive into your next book or pen your
own story, keep in mind how conflict and resolution shape the journey—because every great tale
hinges on the tension between challenge and change.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of conflict in literature?
Conflict drives the plot and creates tension in literature, making the story engaging and allowing
characters to develop through their struggles.

What are the main types of conflict in literature?
The main types of conflict include man vs. man, man vs. self, man vs. nature, man vs. society, and
man vs. technology or supernatural forces.

How does resolution contribute to the overall narrative?
Resolution provides closure to the story by resolving the central conflict, answering key questions,
and showing the outcome of the characters' struggles.

Can a story have multiple conflicts and resolutions?
Yes, many stories feature multiple conflicts that can be interconnected or separate, each potentially
having its own resolution within the broader narrative.

What is internal conflict and how is it portrayed in literature?
Internal conflict occurs within a character's mind, involving emotional or moral dilemmas, often
portrayed through thoughts, feelings, and decisions.

How do authors use conflict to develop characters?
Authors use conflict to challenge characters, revealing their motivations, strengths, weaknesses, and
growth as they respond to obstacles.

What is the difference between external and internal conflict?
External conflict involves a character struggling against outside forces such as other characters or
nature, while internal conflict involves struggle within the character's own mind or emotions.

How does unresolved conflict affect a story?
Unresolved conflict can leave the story open-ended, prompting readers to think critically or anticipate
sequels, but it might also cause dissatisfaction if key issues remain unclear.

Why is the climax important in conflict resolution?
The climax is the turning point where the main conflict reaches its peak tension and begins to resolve,
often determining the direction of the story's conclusion.



Additional Resources
Conflict and Resolution in Literature: An In-Depth Exploration

conflict and resolution in literature serve as the cornerstone of storytelling, shaping narratives
and driving character development. The interplay between opposing forces and their eventual
reconciliation not only captivates readers but also reveals deeper themes and human experiences.
Understanding how conflict and resolution function within literary works offers valuable insight into
the mechanics of plot construction and thematic expression.

The Role of Conflict in Literary Narratives

Conflict is the engine that propels literature forward. It introduces tension, challenges characters, and
engages audiences by presenting problems that demand resolution. Without conflict, stories risk
stagnation, lacking the dynamic energy that keeps readers invested.

In literary terms, conflict manifests in various forms, typically categorized as:

Internal Conflict: Psychological struggles within a character, such as moral dilemmas or
emotional turmoil.

External Conflict: Struggles between a character and outside forces, including other
characters, society, nature, or technology.

These conflicts can be further broken down into classic types like man vs. self, man vs. man, man vs.
society, man vs. nature, and man vs. fate. Each type serves different narrative purposes and
influences the story’s tone and message.

Internal vs. External Conflict: A Comparative Analysis

Internal conflicts often delve into the complexities of human psychology, offering readers a profound
connection to characters’ inner lives. For example, Shakespeare’s Hamlet wrestles with indecision and
moral ambiguity, a conflict that defines the play’s tragic arc. Conversely, external conflicts tend to
highlight societal pressures, environmental obstacles, or interpersonal clashes, as seen in Harper
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, where racial tensions and social injustice form the external battleground.

While internal conflict fosters introspection, external conflict typically generates action and drama.
Successful literature often intertwines both, enriching the narrative’s texture and enhancing
emotional resonance.



The Significance of Resolution in Literature

Resolution in literature provides closure and clarity, answering the questions posed by conflict. It does
not necessarily imply a happy ending but rather a satisfactory conclusion that aligns with the story’s
thematic intent. The resolution phase reveals consequences, character growth, or the status quo's
restoration or transformation.

The nature of resolution varies widely, encompassing:

Resolved Endings: Conflicts are conclusively addressed, providing clear answers.

Ambiguous Endings: Deliberately open-ended, inviting interpretation and ongoing reflection.

Tragic Endings: Conflicts culminate in loss or failure, often evoking catharsis.

These different types affect reader satisfaction and thematic impact, influencing how a literary work is
received and interpreted.

Impact of Resolution on Reader Engagement

The way conflicts are resolved can significantly affect a reader's emotional experience. A neatly tied-
up resolution offers comfort and completeness, while an ambiguous or tragic ending challenges
readers to grapple with complexity and uncertainty. For instance, the ambiguous conclusion in Franz
Kafka’s The Trial leaves readers pondering the absurdity and injustice of bureaucratic systems,
resonating long after the final page.

Authors strategically manipulate resolution to reinforce themes or provoke thought, making it an
essential tool in literary craftsmanship.

Conflict and Resolution: Essential Features and
Functions

Several key features characterize conflict and resolution in literature, highlighting their indispensable
role in storytelling:

Character Development: Conflict tests characters, revealing their virtues, flaws, and growth1.
trajectories.

Plot Advancement: Conflict introduces obstacles that create momentum, while resolution2.
provides plot closure.

Thematic Expression: Through conflict and resolution, authors explore universal themes such3.



as justice, identity, and morality.

Emotional Engagement: The tension and release cycle keeps readers emotionally invested4.
and invested in the narrative's outcome.

These elements collectively ensure that literature remains compelling, meaningful, and reflective of
human experience.

Classic Examples Illustrating Conflict and Resolution

To illustrate the profound importance of conflict and resolution, consider these iconic literary works:

“Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare: The external conflict between feuding
families drives the tragic narrative, while the resolution underscores themes of love, fate, and
reconciliation.

“1984” by George Orwell: The protagonist’s internal conflict with oppressive ideology
culminates in a bleak resolution, highlighting themes of control and resistance.

“Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen: Social misunderstandings form the basis for conflict,
with resolutions that emphasize personal growth and societal norms.

Each example demonstrates how conflict and resolution shape the reader's understanding and
emotional response.

The Challenges and Advantages of Using Conflict and
Resolution in Storytelling

Incorporating conflict and resolution into literature offers several advantages but also presents
challenges for writers.

Advantages

Enhanced Narrative Drive: Conflict creates stakes, motivating characters and engaging
readers.

Deeper Characterization: Resolving conflicts allows characters to evolve, making them
relatable and memorable.



Theme Reinforcement: The resolution often crystalizes the story’s message, giving it lasting
significance.

Challenges

Avoiding Predictability: Overused conflict tropes and clichéd resolutions can render a story
formulaic.

Balancing Complexity: Writers must carefully balance conflict intensity and resolution clarity
to maintain reader interest without confusion.

Maintaining Authenticity: Resolutions must feel earned and consistent with the narrative to
avoid undermining credibility.

Skilled authors navigate these challenges by innovating with conflict types and resolution styles,
ensuring their stories remain fresh and compelling.

Modern Trends in Conflict and Resolution in Literature

Contemporary literature increasingly experiments with unconventional conflict and resolution
structures. Non-linear narratives, unreliable narrators, and multi-perspective storytelling complicate
traditional conflict-resolution paradigms. Additionally, the rise of postmodern and speculative fiction
challenges clear-cut resolutions, often favoring ambiguity and open-endedness as reflections of
complex realities.

Moreover, literary works addressing marginalized voices and intersectional identities introduce
nuanced conflicts that extend beyond classic dichotomies. These narratives underscore social,
cultural, and political struggles, expanding the scope and relevance of conflict and resolution in
literature today.

As readers’ expectations evolve, the dynamic interplay between conflict and resolution remains a
vital site of innovation, ensuring literature’s continued power to provoke thought and evoke emotion.

Conflict and resolution in literature, therefore, are far more than mere structural elements; they are
integral to the art of storytelling itself. By exploring the diverse manifestations and implications of
these narrative devices, one gains a richer appreciation for how literature mirrors the complexities of
human existence.



Conflict And Resolution In Literature

  conflict and resolution in literature: Teaching Conflict Resolution Through Children's
Literature William J. Kreidler, 1994 Motivate students to get off the conflict escalator by talking
things through and expressing feelings in constructive ways. Includes easy, classroom-tested
methods and reproducible activity pages. For use with Grades K-2.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt, 1996
  conflict and resolution in literature: Teaching Kids to Care & Cooperate Kathy Pike, Jean
Mumper, Alice Fiske, 2000 J.L. Gili’s selection of Lorca’s poems in Spanish, with his own
unassuming prose versions as guides to the originals, first appeared in 1960. With its excellent
introduction and selection it remains a perfect introductory guide to the great poet. The book is ideal
for newcomers to Lorca who know, or are prepared to grapple with, a little Spanish. It influenced a
generation of readers and poets, including Ted Hughes who first encountered Lorca through this
book. Spain’s most celebrated modern poet, Federico García Lorca was born in 1898 near Granada.
Poet, dramatist, musician and artist, he was the author of The Gypsy Ballad Book’ (1928) and Poet in
New York’ (1940). After his return from New York and Cuba to Republican Spain in 1930, he
devoted himself to the theatre, writing three tragedies including Blood Wedding’ (1933). An
outspoken supporter of the Republic, he was assassinated at the height of his fame by Nationalist
partisans in Granada in 1936, on the eve of the Spanish Civil War.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Conflict Resolution Beyond the Realist Paradigm
Philip Gamaghelyan, 2017-09-26 Conflict Resolution holds the promise of freeing approaches and
policies with regard to politics of identity from the fatalistic grip of realism. While the conceptual
literature on identity and conflicts has moved in this alternative direction, conflict resolution
practice continues to rely on realist frames and acts as an unwanted auxiliary to traditional
international relations. Perpetuation of conflict discourses, marginalization, and exclusion of affected
populations are widespread. They are caused by the overreliance of conflict resolution practice on
the binary frames of classic IR paradigms and also by the competitive and hierarchical relationships
within the field. Philip Gamaghelyan relies on participatory action research and collective
autoethnography to expose patterns of exclusion and marginalization as well as the paradoxical
reproduction of conflict-promoting frames in current conflict-resolution practice applied to the
Nagorno-Karabakh and Syrian crises. He builds on the work of postmodernist scholars, on reflective
practice, and on discourse analysis to explore alternative and inclusive strategies with a
transformative potential. The IR discipline that has dominated policymaking is only one possible
lens, and often a deficient one, for defining, preventing, or resolving contemporary conflicts
wrapped in identity politics. Other conceptual frameworks can help to rethink our understanding of
identity and conflicts and reconstruct them as performative and not static phenomena. These
transformative frameworks are increasingly influential in the conflict resolution field and can be
applied to policymaking.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Global Conflict Resolution Through Positioning
Analysis Fathali M. Moghaddam, Rom Harré, Naomi Lee, 2007-11-15 Positioning theory is the study
of the nature, formation, influence and ways of change of local systems of rights and duties as
shared assumptions about them influence small scale interactions. Evolving from linguistics origins,
the theory concerns conventions of speech and action that are labile, contestable, and ephemeral.
With this theory, researchers are able to examine the dynamic flow of social interaction as well as
give equal weight to the role of discourse and the psychological resolution of conflict. This volume
applies positioning theory in order to achieve a fuller and more in-depth understanding of conflict
and its psychological resolution. The editors approach positioning from the micro (interpersonal)
level all the way to the macro (intergroup and international) level.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Governing Environmental Conflicts in China Yanwei
Li, 2018-02-21 Environmental conflicts are the source of many large-scale popular protests in China,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/conflict-and-resolution-in-literature.pdf


with some protests substantially endangering social order. Such protests have often prompted
severe counter measures by both national and local government, but have often then gone on to
result in compromises whereby the demands of protesters have been largely met. This book
considers the nature of environmental conflicts in China and the way in which national and local
governments have handled the situations. It includes detailed case studies of particular conflicts,
relates the governance of environmental conflicts in China to wider discussions on the nature of
governance and examines under what conditions government in China makes compromises. The
book concludes by assessing the lessons for the future.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Conflict Resolution in the Twenty-first Century Jacob
Bercovitch, Richard Dean Wells Jackson, 2009-08-04 In the past, arbitration, direct bargaining, the
use of intermediaries, and deference to international institutions were relatively successful tools for
managing interstate conflict. In the face of terrorism, intrastate wars, and the multitude of other
threats in the post–Cold War era, however, the conflict resolution tool kit must include preventive
diplomacy, humanitarian intervention, regional task-sharing, and truth commissions. Here, Jacob
Bercovitch and Richard Jackson, two internationally recognized experts, systematically examine
each one of these conflict resolution tools and describe how it works and in what conflict situations
it is most likely to be effective. Conflict Resolution in the Twenty-first Century is not only an
essential introduction for students and scholars, it is a must-have guide for the men and women
entrusted with creating stability and security in our changing world. Cover illustration ©
iStockphoto.com
  conflict and resolution in literature: Reconstructing Jihad amid Competing International
Norms H. Rane, 2009-04-26 This book examines the Israel-Palestine conflict from a constructivist
perspective. It argues that in the context of international norms and identity factors, a contemporary
methodology for the reconstruction of jihad is essential for achievement of a just peace.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Understanding International Conflict Management
Charity Butcher, Maia Carter Hallward, 2019-11-28 This new textbook introduces key mechanisms
and issues in international conflict management and engages students with a comprehensive
interdisciplinary approach to mitigating, managing, and transforming international conflicts. The
volume identifies key historical events and international agreements that have shaped and defined
the field of international conflict management, as well as key dilemmas facing the field at this
juncture. The first section provides an overview of key mechanisms for international conflict
management, such as negotiation, mediation, nonviolent resistance, peacekeeping, peacebuilding,
transitional justice, and reconciliation. The second section tackles important cross-cutting themes,
such as technology, religion, the economy, refugees and migration, and the role of civil society,
examining how these issues contribute to international conflicts and how they can be leveraged to
help address such conflicts. Each chapter includes a brief historical overview of the evolution of the
issue or mechanism, identifies key theoretical and practical debates, and includes case studies,
discussion questions, website links, and suggested further reading for further study and
engagement. By providing a mixture of theory and practical examples, this textbook provides
students with the necessary background to navigate this interdisciplinary field. This volume will be
of great interest to students of international conflict management, conflict resolution, peace studies,
and international relations in general.
  conflict and resolution in literature: The Conflict and Culture Reader Pat K. Chew, 2001 In
any conflict the players seem to invariably view that conflict through the filter of their own cultural
experiences. This collection of essays draws on a variety of disciplines to analyze fundamental
assumptions about how conflict arises and how it is resolved.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Advances in Military Sociology Giuseppe Caforio,
2009-12-01 A selection of the papers presented at RC01's international conference in Seoul (July
2008). It offers an overview of the panorama of social studies on armed forces and conflict resolution
in a context of fast-moving change. It presents studies that move beyond the very concept of
globalization.



  conflict and resolution in literature: Ethical Deliberation in Multiprofessional Health Care
Teams Saint Paul University (Ottawa, Ont.). Centre for Techno-Ethics, 2001 This study analyzes both
pragmatic and theoretical perspectives of ethical deliberation, as well as the professional and
philosophical backgrounds for the ethical deliberation of social workers, nurses and doctors working
in the field of chronic illness. In doing so, this volume expands the scope of current research through
an analysis of the process and its dynamics. Published in English.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Actors and Dynamics in the Syrian Conflict's
Middle Phase Jasmine K. Gani, Raymond Hinnebusch, 2022-03-17 This volume covers the middle
time period of the Syrian uprising, roughly from 2012 when Syria’s peaceful protest began to mutate
into a violent insurgency and civil war until roughly 2018 when the conflict took on features of a
frozen conflict. The middle period was important as one of key junctures or turning points when the
struggle could have reached rather different outcomes. Non-violent protest failed to drive
democratization and turned into violent insurrection but revolution from below also failed as did
regime counter-insurgency, leaving protracted civil war the default outcome. Second, the
consequences of civil war became evident with six themes: failing statehood coexisted with regime
resilience; rebel governance emerged as a viable challenge to the regime; social forces were sharply
polarized; external actors exacerbated internal divisions; a predatory war economy emerged; and
intense violence led to massive displacement of the population. Taking an innovative and
interdisciplinary approach that seeks to capture the full complexity of the phenomenon, this book
contributes significantly to our understanding of the Syrian conflict, therefore it will be of interest to
academics, students, journalists and policy-makers interested in the Syrian civil war.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Conflict and Collaboration Catherine Gerard, Louis
Kriesberg, 2018-05-11 In this volume, scholars from different disciplines join together to examine
the overlapping domains of conflict and collaboration studies. It examines the relationships between
ideas and practices in the fields of conflict resolution and collaboration from multiple disciplinary
perspectives. The central theme is that conflict and collaboration can be good, bad, or even benign,
depending on a number of factors. These include the role of power, design of the process itself, skill
level and intent of the actors, social contexts, and world views. The book demonstrates that various
blends of conflict and collaboration can be more or less constructively effective. It discusses specific
cases, analytical methods, and interventions, and emphasizes both developing propositions and
reflecting on specific cases and contexts. The book concludes with specific policy recommendations
for many sets of actors—those in peacebuilding, social movements, governments, and
communities—plus students of conflict studies. This book will be of much interest to students,
scholars, and practitioners of peace and conflict studies, public administration, sociology, and
political science.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Dispute System Design Lisa Blomgren Amsler, Janet
Martinez, Stephanie E. Smith, 2020-06-02 Dispute System Design walks readers through the art of
successfully designing a system for preventing, managing, and resolving conflicts and legally-framed
disputes. Drawing on decades of expertise as instructors and consultants, the authors show how
dispute systems design can be used within all types of organizations, including business firms,
nonprofit organizations, and international and transnational bodies. This book has two parts: the
first teaches readers the foundations of Dispute System Design (DSD), describing bedrock concepts,
and case chapters exploring DSD across a range of experiences, including public and community
justice, conflict within and beyond organizations, international and comparative systems, and
multi-jurisdictional and complex systems. This book is intended for anyone who is interested in the
theory or practice of DSD, who uses or wants to understand mediation, arbitration, court trial, or
other dispute resolution processes, or who designs or improves existing processes and systems.
  conflict and resolution in literature: From Conflict to Cooperation - Strategic
Approaches to Instrumentalizing Global Peace James Welch, 2025-04-02 From Conflict to
Cooperation - Strategic Approaches to Instrumentalizing Global Peace uses a constructivist
approach to examine and define the concept of global peace, offering innovative methods and



perspectives to tackle the ongoing challenge of achieving peaceful international relations. The book
is organized into three sections, each focusing on a key aspect of global peace: sociocultural
dynamics, theoretical perspectives, and practical analysis. Through a comprehensive exploration of
these areas, this volume lays the groundwork for new strategies and solutions in the quest for
lasting global peace.
  conflict and resolution in literature: The Tribal Mind and the Psychology of
Collectivism Joseph P. Forgas, 2024-07-30 Tribalism is a key evolutionary feature of humans, and
the recent growth in tribal polarisation presents a serious challenge to our highly individualistic
civilisation. This fascinating book examines the psychological origins and consequences of tribalism
both in our private and in our public lives. The chapters explore how social, evolutionary, biological,
and cognitive factors shape our tribal habits, featuring contributions from eminent international
researchers. The chapters review the nature and origins of tribalism, the psychological mechanisms
promoting tribalism, how tribal narratives can distort rationality and perceptions of reality, and the
role of tribalism in politics and public affairs. The contributions investigate how insecurity, the
search for meaning and attachment, victimhood, grievance, and cognitive shortcomings can
facilitate tribal bonding and how such groups once formed can foster conflict, hatred, and irrational
behaviours. The book suggests that the survival of our extremely successful civilisation based on the
enlightenment values of liberty and individualism may well depend on our ability to understand and
manage the human evolutionary propensity for tribalism. The book will be of great interest to
students and researchers in psychology, sociology, and other disciplines of behavioural and social
sciences, as well as all readers who seek to understand one of the most intriguing issues that shape
human social life.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Communication and Conflict Studies Adrienne P.
Lamberti, Anne R. Richards, 2019-11-05 This book explores relations between communication and
conflict. How one thinks about communication is demonstrated as shaping how one approaches
conflict, and vice versa. Individuals engaged in conflict transformation apply the tools and strategies
of their field while communicating to widely divergent audiences. Professional communicators not
only create an infinite range of documents to help ensure that work is accomplished effectively,
efficiently, and safely, but also address conflicts in the workplace and in the public sphere.
Thoughtfully exploring connections between communication studies and conflict studies, this
collection engages with research and practice on topics including the potential of social media
during revolution, the role of gender during mediation, and the importance of critical genre usage
during industrial crisis.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Agent-Based Modeling of Environmental Conflict and
Cooperation Todd BenDor, Jürgen Scheffran, 2018-10-12 Conflict is a major facet of many
environmental challenges of our time. However, growing conflict complexity makes it more difficult
to identify win-win strategies for sustainable conflict resolution. Innovative methods are needed to
help predict, understand, and resolve conflicts in cooperative ways. Agent-Based Modeling of
Environmental Conflict and Cooperation examines computer modeling techniques as an important
set of tools for assessing environmental and resource-based conflicts and, ultimately, for finding
pathways to conflict resolution and cooperation. This book has two major goals. First, it argues that
complexity science can be a unifying framework for professions engaged in conflict studies and
resolution, including anthropology, law, management, peace studies, urban planning, and
geography. Second, this book presents an innovative framework for approaching conflicts as
complex adaptive systems by using many forms of environmental analysis, including system
dynamics modeling, agent-based modeling, evolutionary game theory, viability theory, and network
analysis. Known as VIABLE (Values and Investments from Agent-Based interaction and Learning in
Environmental systems), this framework allows users to model advanced facets of
conflicts—including institution building, coalition formation, adaptive learning, and the potential for
future conflict—and conflict resolution based on the long-term viability of the actors’ strategies.
Written for scholars, students, practitioners, and policy makers alike, this book offers readers an



extensive introduction to environmental conflict research and resolution techniques. As the result of
decades of research, the text presents a strong argument for conflict modeling and reviews the most
popular and advanced techniques, including system dynamics modeling, agent-based modeling, and
participatory modeling methods. This indispensable guide uses NetLogo, a widely used and free
modeling software package, to implement the VIABLE modeling approach in three case study
applications around the world. Readers are invited to explore, adapt, modify, and expand these
models to conflicts they hope to better understand and resolve.
  conflict and resolution in literature: Multilateralism and Security Institutions in an Era of
Globalization Dimitris Bourantonis, Kostas Ifantis, Panayotis Tsakonas, 2007-12-20 Featuring an
outstanding international line-up of contributors, this edited volume offers a timely examination of
two of the most crucial and controversial issues in international relations, namely the evolution of
particular concepts of multilateralism and whether international security institutions are the objects
of state choice and/or consequential. The book combines a variety of theoretical perspectives with
detailed empirical examples. The subjects covered include: the development and contemporary
application of the concept of multilateralism American foreign and security policy in the post 9/11
era (unilateralism vs. multilateralism) humanitarian intervention and liberal peace case studies of a
variety of security institutions including the EU, UN and NATO a broad selection of geographical
examples from North America, Europe and Asia This book is a significant contribution to the
contemporary debate on multilateralism and the effects of multilateral security institutions and will
be of great interest to scholars of international relations and security studies.
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