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Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual: A Guide to Recognition and Honor

coast guard medals and awards manual serves as an essential guide for recognizing the bravery, dedication,
and exemplary service of members of the United States Coast Guard. Whether you are a service member,
an administrative officer, or simply interested in military honors, understanding this manual offers insight
into how valor and achievement are formally acknowledged within the Coast Guard. It’s more than just a
list of medals; it’s a reflection of tradition, honor, and the core values that drive the Coast Guard's mission.

Understanding the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual

The Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual is an official document that outlines the criteria, procedures,
and guidelines for awarding medals and decorations to Coast Guard personnel. It ensures consistency and
fairness in recognizing outstanding service, acts of heroism, and exceptional achievements. This manual is
frequently updated to reflect changes in policy and new award introductions, keeping pace with evolving
standards of military recognition.

Purpose and Scope of the Manual

At its core, the manual provides a comprehensive framework for award nominations, approvals, and
presentations. It covers everything from individual awards for acts of valor to unit citations and campaign
medals. The manual’s scope extends to:

- Eligibility criteria for various medals
- Proper wear and display of awards on uniforms
- Procedures for submitting award recommendations
- Guidelines on award precedence and order of precedence
- Instructions on maintaining award records

Understanding these aspects helps ensure that awards are not only earned but respected and displayed
appropriately.

Why Medals and Awards Matter

Medals and awards in the Coast Guard do more than decorate uniforms; they represent stories of sacrifice,
courage, and dedication. They motivate personnel to uphold the highest standards, foster esprit de corps,



and preserve the history of service members’ contributions. Recognition through awards can also impact
career progression, as they highlight an individual’s commitment and achievements.

Common Coast Guard Medals and Awards Explained

The Coast Guard has a range of medals and awards tailored to different types of service and
accomplishments. Here are some of the most notable ones frequently referenced in the Coast Guard Medals
and Awards Manual.

Medals for Valor and Heroism

- **Coast Guard Medal:** Awarded to personnel who perform acts of heroism not involving actual conflict
with an enemy. It recognizes life-saving efforts and extraordinary risk voluntarily undertaken.
- **Silver Star and Bronze Star Medals:** Though often associated with the broader U.S. military, Coast
Guard members are eligible for these honors for gallantry in action.

Service and Achievement Medals

- **Coast Guard Achievement Medal:** Given for professional and leadership achievements that distinguish
a service member above their peers.
- **Coast Guard Commendation Medal:** Awarded for meritorious service or achievement that is
noteworthy but does not meet the higher criteria of the Achievement Medal.
- **Coast Guard Good Conduct Medal:** Recognizes enlisted personnel who demonstrate exemplary
behavior, efficiency, and fidelity during three consecutive years of active service.

Unit and Campaign Awards

- **Coast Guard Unit Commendation:** Presented to entire units for outstanding heroism or achievement.
- **National Defense Service Medal:** Awarded to those who served honorably during designated periods
of national emergency.
- **Global War on Terrorism Service Medal:** Given to Coast Guard members who participate in operations
related to the War on Terror.



How to Navigate the Award Nomination Process

One of the key components detailed in the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual is the nomination and
approval process. Whether recommending a peer or a subordinate, understanding this process ensures that
deserving individuals receive recognition promptly and appropriately.

Steps for Award Submission

1. **Prepare the Nomination Package:** This includes a narrative justification, supporting documents, and
endorsements from commanding officers.
2. **Verify Eligibility:** Confirm the award criteria align with the nominee’s actions and service.
3. **Submit Through the Chain of Command:** The package must be routed through proper supervisory
channels for review.
4. **Final Approval:** Depending on the award level, approval authority may rest with different command
echelons or even higher-level authorities.

Tips for Writing Effective Award Recommendations

- Be specific and detailed about the actions or achievements.
- Use clear, concise language and avoid jargon.
- Highlight the impact of the nominee’s actions on the mission or unit.
- Include measurable results or testimonials when possible.

The Importance of Proper Award Display and Record-Keeping

The manual doesn’t just focus on the awarding itself but also emphasizes the importance of how medals and
ribbons are worn and how award records are maintained.

Guidelines for Wearing Coast Guard Medals

There are strict regulations governing the placement and order of medals and ribbons on the Coast Guard
uniform. The manual specifies:

- The sequence in which awards should be worn, based on their precedence.
- Proper placement for full-size medals versus ribbons.



- Rules on wearing medals during ceremonies versus daily duty.

Adhering to these guidelines is a matter of pride and professionalism, reflecting the service member’s
respect for their own achievements and those of their comrades.

Maintaining Award Records

Accurate record-keeping is crucial for career management and future recognition. The Coast Guard Medals
and Awards Manual outlines how award data should be documented in personnel files, databases, and
electronic systems. This ensures that awards are verifiable and can be referenced for promotions,
retirements, or historical purposes.

Updates and Changes in the Manual

The Coast Guard continually reviews and updates the Medals and Awards Manual to reflect new policies,
emerging missions, and evolving standards of recognition. Recent changes may include:

- Introduction of new awards related to cyber operations or other modern threats.
- Clarifications on eligibility in joint service operations.
- Adjustments to award criteria to better reflect contemporary service challenges.

Keeping up-to-date with these changes ensures that Coast Guard members and administrators are aware of
the latest standards and can properly honor deserving personnel.

Why Familiarity with the Coast Guard Medals and Awards
Manual Benefits Everyone

Knowing what the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual entails benefits not just those involved in
awarding medals but the entire Coast Guard community. For service members, it provides clarity on what
achievements are recognized and how they can strive for excellence. For leaders, it offers a structured way
to motivate and reward their teams. For historians and enthusiasts, it sheds light on the traditions and
values that define the Coast Guard.

Recognition through awards is a powerful tool that strengthens morale, encourages outstanding service,
and preserves the legacy of courage and commitment within the Coast Guard. The manual acts as the
roadmap guiding this important process, ensuring that every medal and ribbon tells a meaningful story.



In exploring the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual, one gains a deeper appreciation for the honor
and dedication that define those who serve on our nation’s coasts and waterways. It’s a testament to the
bravery and professionalism that keep our shores safe and secure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual?
The Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual provides standardized guidance on the eligibility, issuance,
and wear of medals and awards within the U.S. Coast Guard to recognize service, achievements, and valor.

Where can I find the latest version of the Coast Guard Medals and
Awards Manual?
The latest version of the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual can typically be found on the official U.S.
Coast Guard or Department of Homeland Security websites, or through the Coast Guard's administrative
directives portal.

Who is eligible to receive awards outlined in the Coast Guard Medals and
Awards Manual?
Eligibility for awards in the manual generally includes active duty, reserve, auxiliary members of the
Coast Guard, and sometimes civilians or other military personnel who have contributed to Coast Guard
missions.

How does the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual differentiate
between medals and ribbons?
The manual distinguishes medals as physical decorations awarded for specific acts or periods of service,
while ribbons are the smaller, ribbon-only representations of those medals worn on uniforms for everyday
wear.

Can Coast Guard members receive awards from other military branches
according to the Medals and Awards Manual?
Yes, the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual outlines policies for accepting and wearing awards from
other military branches, subject to approval and in accordance with inter-service regulations.



Additional Resources
Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual: A Comprehensive Review

coast guard medals and awards manual serves as a crucial guide for the United States Coast Guard and its
personnel, outlining the protocols, criteria, and procedures related to the recognition of service members’
achievements and valor. This manual encapsulates not only the formal decorations but also the
administrative framework ensuring that honors are awarded consistently and fairly. Understanding the
contents and significance of the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual is essential for service members,
commanders, and historians alike, as it preserves the integrity of military commendations and motivates
exemplary conduct.

Understanding the Purpose and Scope of the Coast Guard Medals
and Awards Manual

At its core, the Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual is designed to provide a standardized approach to
awarding medals, ribbons, badges, and other forms of recognition within the Coast Guard. It delineates
eligibility criteria, nomination procedures, approval authorities, and the hierarchy of awards, thereby
fostering transparency and uniformity across the service.

The manual is not merely a list of medals but a comprehensive policy document that ensures awards reflect
the values and mission of the Coast Guard. It recognizes acts of heroism, outstanding service, leadership, and
technical excellence. By codifying these standards, the manual helps maintain morale and encourages a
culture of excellence.

Comparison with Other Military Branches’ Awards Manuals

While all branches of the U.S. military maintain their own awards manuals, the Coast Guard Medals and
Awards Manual is distinctive in addressing the unique operational environment of the Coast Guard. Unlike
the Army or Navy, the Coast Guard’s missions span maritime law enforcement, search and rescue,
environmental protection, and national defense. Consequently, the manual includes awards specific to these
varied roles.

For example, the Coast Guard Distinguished Service Medal or the Coast Guard Medal for heroism reflect
criteria tailored to maritime scenarios. This contrasts with the Army’s Distinguished Service Cross or Navy
Cross, which focus on land and naval combat operations respectively. The manual’s detailed guidance helps
adjudicate awards that resonate with the Coast Guard’s multifaceted responsibilities.



Key Sections and Features of the Manual

The Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual typically comprises several key sections:

Eligibility Requirements: Defines who qualifies for each medal or award, including active duty,
reserve, and civilian personnel.

Types of Awards: Describes various categories such as valor awards, achievement awards, unit
citations, and service medals.

Nomination and Approval Process: Details the procedural steps for submitting award
recommendations and obtaining necessary approvals.

Wear and Display Protocols: Provides instructions on how medals and ribbons should be worn on
uniforms, promoting uniformity.

Record-Keeping and Documentation: Emphasizes the importance of accurate documentation to
support award legitimacy.

Each section balances clarity with thoroughness, ensuring that commanders understand both the spirit and
letter of the awarding process. Furthermore, updated editions of the manual reflect changes in policy, new
awards introductions, or amendments responding to operational feedback.

Administrative Impact and Challenges

Administratively, the manual streamlines the awards process but also introduces complexities, especially in
large units or during joint operations with other services. One challenge involves ensuring timely
processing of awards, given the rigorous documentation and chain-of-command approvals required. Delays
can diminish the motivational impact of awards.

Additionally, the manual’s detailed eligibility criteria sometimes require commanders to exercise discretion,
particularly in borderline cases. This discretion, while necessary, can lead to inconsistencies if not carefully
managed. Training and awareness programs for commanding officers help mitigate these challenges,
emphasizing the manual’s role as both a prescriptive and educative tool.



Significance of Coast Guard Medals and Awards in Military
Culture

Recognition through medals and awards goes beyond mere ceremony; it is a cornerstone of military
culture and esprit de corps. The Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual ensures that this recognition is
equitable and meaningful. Awards symbolize acknowledgment of sacrifice, bravery, and professionalism,
which are vital in demanding maritime environments.

Moreover, medals often serve as tangible records of a service member’s career achievements. For veterans
and historians, these decorations offer insights into individual contributions and broader Coast Guard history.
The manual’s precise documentation protocols enhance the credibility and historical value of each award.

Notable Medals Featured in the Manual

Among various honors, several medals hold particular prominence:

Coast Guard Medal: Awarded for heroism not involving conflict with an enemy, typically lifesaving1.
acts at sea.

Coast Guard Commendation Medal: Recognizes heroism, meritorious achievement, or meritorious2.
service.

Coast Guard Achievement Medal: Given for professional and leadership accomplishments of a lesser3.
degree than the Commendation Medal.

Coast Guard Unit Commendation: Honors entire units for extraordinary heroism or achievement.4.

Good Conduct Medal: Acknowledges enlisted personnel who maintain exemplary behavior and5.
performance over a specified period.

Each medal’s criteria and approval process are meticulously described within the manual, ensuring clarity
for nominators and recipients alike.

Digital Accessibility and Updates to the Manual

In recent years, the Coast Guard has embraced digital platforms to disseminate the Medals and Awards



Manual, enhancing accessibility and ensuring up-to-date information. Online versions allow for quicker
updates reflecting policy changes or newly authorized awards, which is crucial in a dynamic operational
environment.

Digital access also facilitates training and reference for personnel at all levels, reducing misinterpretations
and procedural errors. Furthermore, integration with personnel management systems enables streamlined
tracking of awarded decorations, contributing to efficient record-keeping and personnel evaluations.

Pros and Cons of the Current Manual Format

The current Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual offers several advantages:

Comprehensive Guidelines: Detailed instructions reduce ambiguity in award processes.

Consistency: Standardized criteria promote fairness across units and commands.

Cultural Reinforcement: Encourages recognition aligned with Coast Guard values and missions.

Digital Updates: Enhances accessibility and timely policy implementation.

However, some limitations persist:

Complexity: The detailed nature may overwhelm junior leaders unfamiliar with award protocols.

Processing Delays: Administrative requirements can slow award approvals, potentially dampening
morale.

Discretion Challenges: Subjectivity in borderline cases may lead to inconsistent application.

Continuous feedback and revisions aim to address these issues, ensuring the manual remains a vital and
effective resource.

The Coast Guard Medals and Awards Manual stands as a foundational document reflecting the service’s
commitment to honor, professionalism, and operational excellence. By codifying the recognition process, it
not only celebrates individual and unit achievements but also upholds the traditions that define the United
States Coast Guard.
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This booklet provides illustrations and brief descriptions of the decorations and awards that may be
earned by members of the armed forces. Also included are descriptions of top civilian awards issued
by DoD and the services as well as charts on the order of precedence for wearing individual
decorations and awards.
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