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Blue Ridge Parkway History: A Journey Through Time and Nature

blue ridge parkway history is a fascinating tale that intertwines natural beauty, cultural heritage,
and visionary infrastructure development. This iconic roadway, often called “America’s Favorite
Drive,” stretches over 469 miles through the Appalachian Highlands, offering breathtaking views,
diverse wildlife, and a glimpse into the rich history of the region. Understanding the origins and
evolution of the Blue Ridge Parkway reveals not only the story of a road but also the story of a
nation’s effort to preserve and celebrate its natural landscapes during challenging times.

The Origins of the Blue Ridge Parkway

The idea behind the Blue Ridge Parkway began in the early 20th century, during a period when the
United States was developing its national park system. The goal was to create a scenic highway that
would connect two existing national parks: Shenandoah National Park in Virginia and Great Smoky
Mountains National Park on the North Carolina-Tennessee border. This connection was envisioned as a
way to provide visitors with a continuous route through some of the most stunning mountainous
terrain in the eastern United States.

Early Inspirations and Visionaries

The concept of a scenic parkway was inspired by the success of other parkways in the country, such
as the Merritt Parkway in Connecticut. Landscape architects and planners, including the prominent
figure Frederick Law Olmsted Jr., played a crucial role in designing a roadway that would harmonize
with the natural surroundings. Their philosophy emphasized minimal environmental disruption,
thoughtful placement of overlooks and trails, and the preservation of the area’s cultural landmarks.

Construction and Development: Overcoming
Challenges

Building the Blue Ridge Parkway was no small feat. Construction officially began in 1935, during the
Great Depression, and stretched over several decades. The project became part of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs, providing much-needed jobs to thousands of workers. The Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA) were heavily involved, shaping
not just the road itself but also the park facilities, trails, and visitor centers.

Engineering Marvels in Rugged Terrain

The Parkway’s route traverses rugged mountains, deep valleys, and dense forests, which posed
significant engineering challenges. Bridges, tunnels, and switchbacks had to be carefully designed to



maintain the scenic quality while ensuring safety and accessibility. The use of natural stone and local
materials in construction helped the parkway blend seamlessly with the environment.

Delays and Completion

Although construction began in the 1930s, the Blue Ridge Parkway was not officially completed until
1987. Various factors contributed to this long timeline, including the difficult terrain, World War Il
interruptions, and ongoing efforts to protect sensitive ecological areas. Even today, small sections
undergo maintenance and improvements to preserve the roadway and enhance visitor experiences.

Cultural and Ecological Significance

The Blue Ridge Parkway is more than just a scenic drive; it is a corridor rich with cultural and
ecological importance. The road passes through lands historically inhabited by Indigenous peoples, as
well as early European settlers. Along the way, visitors can explore historic homesteads, old mills, and
preserved mountain villages that tell stories of Appalachian life.

Preserving Appalachian Heritage

Numerous visitor centers and museums along the parkway highlight the traditions, crafts, music, and
folklore of the Appalachian region. These cultural exhibits serve to educate travelers about the unique
history of the mountain communities and the challenges they faced over centuries.

Flora and Fauna Along the Parkway

The parkway is a haven for biodiversity. Its elevation changes create a variety of habitats, from
hardwood forests to wildflower-rich meadows. Wildlife enthusiasts might spot black bears, white-tailed
deer, and a wide array of bird species. The National Park Service actively works to protect these
ecosystems, balancing visitor access with conservation efforts.

Modern-Day Experience: What Visitors Should Know

For those planning to explore the Blue Ridge Parkway today, understanding its history enriches the
experience. The roadway offers numerous hiking trails, picnic areas, and scenic overlooks that invite
travelers to slow down and appreciate the natural world.

Tips for Enjoying the Parkway



Plan for multiple stops: The parkway is not just a route but a destination filled with
attractions like Mabry Mill, Linville Falls, and the Folk Art Center.

Visit during fall: The autumn foliage is legendary, drawing visitors from all over the country to
witness the vibrant colors.

Embrace the slower pace: The speed limits are intentionally low to encourage safe driving
and enjoyment of the scenery.

Respect the environment: Stay on marked trails and follow Leave No Trace principles to help
preserve the parkway’s natural beauty.

Educational Opportunities

Many ranger-led programs and interpretive centers provide insights into the parkway’s history,
geology, and ecology. These programs are an excellent way to delve deeper into the stories behind
the landscapes and the people who shaped them.

Legacy and Continuing Impact

The Blue Ridge Parkway stands as a testament to American ingenuity and a commitment to
preserving natural and cultural resources. Its history reflects a balance between development and
conservation, highlighting how infrastructure projects can be designed to enhance rather than detract
from natural beauty.

Today, millions of visitors enjoy the parkway each year, drawn not only by its stunning vistas but also
by its rich historical tapestry. The road continues to inspire efforts in scenic preservation and outdoor
recreation, influencing similar projects across the country.

Whether you are a history buff, nature lover, or casual traveler, exploring the Blue Ridge Parkway is a

journey through time—a drive that connects the past with the present in one of America’s most
cherished landscapes.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Blue Ridge Parkway constructed?

Construction of the Blue Ridge Parkway began in 1935 and was completed in 1987.

What was the primary purpose of building the Blue Ridge



Parkway?

The Blue Ridge Parkway was built to provide a scenic roadway connecting the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park in North Carolina to Shenandoah National Park in Virginia, promoting tourism and
economic development during the Great Depression.

Who was responsible for designing the Blue Ridge Parkway?

The Blue Ridge Parkway was designed by the National Park Service, with key input from landscape
architects like A. J. Bittner and Harold G. Fowler.

How long is the Blue Ridge Parkway?

The Blue Ridge Parkway stretches approximately 469 miles (755 kilometers) through the Appalachian
Highlands.

What role did the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) play in
the Blue Ridge Parkway'’s history?

The CCC played a significant role in the early construction and development of the Blue Ridge
Parkway by providing labor for road building, planting trees, and constructing facilities along the
route.

Why is the Blue Ridge Parkway sometimes called 'America’s
Favorite Drive'?

The Blue Ridge Parkway is called ‘America’s Favorite Drive' because of its breathtaking scenic views,
rich cultural history, and recreational opportunities that attract millions of visitors each year.

How has the Blue Ridge Parkway contributed to local culture
and economy?

The Blue Ridge Parkway has boosted local economies by attracting tourism, preserving Appalachian
culture, supporting small businesses, and providing a venue for outdoor activities and festivals that
celebrate the region’s heritage.

Additional Resources

Blue Ridge Parkway History: An In-Depth Exploration of America’s Scenic Treasure

blue ridge parkway history traces back to the early 20th century, marking the inception of one of
America’s most cherished scenic highways. Spanning 469 miles through the Appalachian Highlands,
the Blue Ridge Parkway is not only a route connecting the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in
North Carolina to Shenandoah National Park in Virginia but also a symbol of thoughtful landscape
architecture and conservation. The roadway’s history reveals a complex narrative of vision, design,
political negotiation, and environmental stewardship, making it a subject of enduring interest for
historians, conservationists, and travel enthusiasts alike.



The Origins and Vision Behind the Blue Ridge Parkway

The idea behind the Blue Ridge Parkway emerged during the 1920s and 1930s, a period when
America was experiencing a growing passion for automobile travel and outdoor recreation. The
movement toward creating national parkways was inspired by a desire to provide scenic drives that
combined transportation with natural beauty. The Blue Ridge Parkway’s conception was rooted in the
broader National Park Service mission to preserve natural landscapes while making them accessible
to the public.

The parkway was envisioned to connect two major national parks: the Great Smoky Mountains and
Shenandoah. This connection aimed to provide a continuous corridor for tourism and conservation
through the Blue Ridge Mountains. The design philosophy emphasized harmony with the natural
environment, with the roadway carefully routed to minimize ecological disruption and maximize
scenic vistas.

Planning and Construction Challenges

Construction of the Blue Ridge Parkway began in 1935, during the Great Depression, and was heavily
influenced by the New Deal policies of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The project provided much-
needed employment through the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and other New Deal agencies.
Workers built the road with painstaking attention to detail, incorporating stone masonry, rustic
bridges, and visitor facilities that reflected the surrounding Appalachian culture and landscape.

However, the construction process was not without difficulties. The rugged mountainous terrain posed
significant engineering challenges, requiring extensive grading and tunneling. Additionally, the project
had to navigate complex land acquisition issues and negotiations with private landowners. The
parkway’s completion spanned several decades, with the final section not finished until 1987,
indicating the long-term commitment to this monumental infrastructure.

Design and Architectural Features

One of the defining characteristics of the Blue Ridge Parkway is its distinctive design, which sets it
apart from typical highways. The parkway is often praised for its “rustic” architecture, a style that

integrates built elements with natural surroundings. Stone guardrails, overlooks, picnic areas, and

visitor centers were constructed using local materials and traditional craftsmanship, enhancing the
immersive natural experience.

The road itself was engineered to follow the natural contours of the landscape, deliberately avoiding
straight lines and sharp curves to maintain a gentle, flowing route. This design not only ensured
safety for motorists but also preserved the scenic quality of the drive. The parkway features
numerous overlooks and pull-offs, providing panoramic views of the Blue Ridge Mountains, valleys,
and forests.



Ecological and Cultural Preservation

Beyond its role as a scenic drive, the Blue Ridge Parkway has played a significant role in preserving
the biodiversity and cultural heritage of the Appalachian region. The parkway runs through diverse
ecosystems, including hardwood forests, rhododendron thickets, and high-elevation balds. Efforts to
protect native flora and fauna have been integral to the parkway’s management, balancing public
access with environmental conservation.

Culturally, the parkway passes through areas rich in Appalachian history, including remnants of early
settler communities, Native American archaeological sites, and traditional mountain crafts. The
National Park Service has worked to interpret and preserve this heritage through museums,
educational programs, and partnerships with local communities, fostering a deeper understanding of
the region’s past.

Impact on Tourism and Regional Development

Since its opening, the Blue Ridge Parkway has become one of the most visited units of the National
Park Service, attracting millions of tourists annually. Its reputation as a premier destination for leaf-
peeping, hiking, and wildlife viewing has contributed significantly to the economic vitality of
surrounding regions in North Carolina and Virginia.

Tourism driven by the parkway supports local businesses, including lodging, dining, and artisan crafts.
The road’s accessibility and scenic appeal make it a favored route for motorcyclists and road-trippers,
further broadening its visitor base. Unlike interstate highways, the parkway encourages slower travel
and exploration, fostering a unique connection between visitors and the Appalachian environment.

Comparative Analysis with Other National Parkways

In comparison to other national parkways such as the Natchez Trace Parkway or the Skyline Drive, the
Blue Ridge Parkway stands out for its length, elevation changes, and diversity of landscapes. While
Skyline Drive primarily traverses Shenandoah National Park, the Blue Ridge Parkway serves as a
much longer corridor connecting multiple parks and communities. Its construction over a span of
more than 50 years also reflects evolving transportation policies and conservation philosophies.

However, the parkway has faced criticism for some of its limitations, including seasonal closures due
to weather and restrictions on commercial vehicles. These factors can impact accessibility but also
underscore the delicate balance between preservation and public use.

Modern Developments and Preservation Efforts

Today, the Blue Ridge Parkway faces the dual challenge of maintaining its historic features while
accommodating modern visitor needs. Infrastructure upgrades, such as improved visitor centers and
trail maintenance, are ongoing. The National Park Service continues to emphasize sustainability,
habitat restoration, and cultural interpretation in its management plans.



Technological advances have also enhanced visitor experiences through interactive maps, mobile
apps, and virtual tours. These tools help educate the public about the parkway’s history, ecology, and
recreational opportunities, ensuring that the legacy of the Blue Ridge Parkway remains vibrant for
future generations.

The Blue Ridge Parkway’s history is a testament to the interplay between natural beauty, human
ingenuity, and cultural preservation. Its story is not merely one of road construction but of a broader
commitment to celebrating and safeguarding one of America’s most scenic and culturally rich
landscapes. As travelers continue to explore its winding roads and breathtaking vistas, the parkway
remains a living monument to the visionaries who shaped it and the natural world it so carefully
honors.

Blue Ridge Parkway History

blue ridge parkway history: Super-scenic Motorway Anne Mitchell Whisnant, 2006
Super-Scenic Motorway: A Blue Ridge Parkway History

blue ridge parkway history: Building the Blue Ridge Parkway Karen J. Hall, 2007 With the aid
of two-hundred construction photographs, an addition to the Images of America series chronicles the
construction project that began as part of Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal to create jobs in the region
and created a 469-mile scenic highway that was completed in 1983. Original.

blue ridge parkway history: Building the Blue Ridge Parkway Karen ]. Hall, Friends of the
Blue Ridge Parkway, 2007-08 The Blue Ridge Parkway began as a dream in the late 1800s and
became reality in 1983 when the 469-mile scenic highway was completed. Construction of the Blue
Ridge Parkway began in September 1935 at Cumberland Knob. Heavy construction was done by
contractors who won bids for the different projects along various sections of the parkway. Civilian
Conservation Corps troops took care of the roadsides, landscaping, and structure building. As part of
Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal, this project was intended to provide jobs throughout the region.
Images of America: Building the Blue Ridge Parkway contains approximately 200 construction
photographs of the Blue Ridge Parkway.

blue ridge parkway history: Ribbon in the Sky Library of Virginia, Brent Tarter, Susanne
Arnold, 1994

blue ridge parkway history: The Blue Ridge Parkway Karen J. Hall, 2006 In the late 1890s,
the Blue Ridge Parkway was envisioned by many as a great getaway and nature preserve. The
concept materialized in the early 20th century, when John D. Rockefeller donated the first $5 million
to begin purchasing land for the project. Located at the top of the great Appalachian ridges, the
parkway covers 469 winding miles of mountains and meadows lined with lush wildflowers, old farms,
and split-rail fences. Inspiring scenery makes for a journey rich in history and mountain culture.

blue ridge parkway history: The Blue Ridge Parkway Harley E. Jolley, 1969 Winner of the
Thomas Wolfe Memorial Literary Award! For 469 miles the Blue Ridge Parkway follows the crests of
ridges and mountains on a ribbon-like course through some of the nation's most spectacular scenery.
Each year millions of visitors travel this pleasure parkway, marveling at its breathtaking vistas and
sensing the rich lore of a rugged wilderness that for centuries kept its mountaineer residents
isolated. Few visitors recognize, however, the dramatic achievements that the parkway represents.
In the beginning intense political infighting, on all levels of government, jeopardized the vision of a
new kind of road. But once the future of the parkway was secure, planners and construction
engineers were faced with unique guidelines: build for pleasure, not speed; be careful with nature,
leave no ugly scars; and retain rustic settings but provide modern conveniences and maximum
recreational opportunities. All of this--the attractions and the colorful history--are a part of the total
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parkway story, told here by historian Harley E. Jolley, a specialist in the interpretation of pioneer
history of the parkway area. His account is a sensitive interpretation of the origins, development,
and beauty of a road that has been described as the most scenic in America.

blue ridge parkway history: Guide to the Blue Ridge Parkway Victoria Logue, Frank Logue,
Nichole Blouin, 2010-08-17 Flowing among the beautiful mountains and valleys of Virginia and
North Carolina, the 469-mile-long Blue Ridge Parkway is a true American jewel. Built to expose
motorists to nature as well as to preserve its beauty, the Parkway still delivers unrivaled beauty
today. Guide to the Blue Ridge Parkway is filled with information useful to those traveling the
Parkway and is detailed with color photographs throughout. It highlights the many significant points
of interest located on and nearby the Parkway, including Mount Mitchell, the highest point east of
the Mississippi, Moses H. Cone Memorial Park, and Mabry Mill, one of the most photographed sites
on the Parkway. Also noted are locations of overlooks, waterfalls, and tunnels as well as key entry
and exit points along the Parkway. The guide features a brief history of the Parkway itself, a look at
the surrounding geology and human history of the area, and an extensive wildflower bloom calendar.
The book is organized mile-post to mile-post, appropriate for travelers who are driving the entire
Blue Ridge Parkway or only a small section.

blue ridge parkway history: The Blue Ridge Parkway Harley E. Jolley, 1969-12-12

blue ridge parkway history: Hidden History of the Toe River Valley Michael C. Hardy,
2023 The Toe River winds its way past the peaks of Mount Mitchell, carving the valley that bears its
name. Mineral mines go back to the earliest days of Yancey County and encouraged industrialists to
come to the region. Mitchell County's Bakersville experienced violent unrest in 1892, with a riot and
lynching, but did they actually happen? The section of the Blue Ridge Parkway that runs through
Avery County was left incomplete for years because a property dispute with the owner of
Grandfather Mountain. take a journey along forgotten rail lines and discover abandoned
communities and sites whose histories have shaped this valley's story just as the river has shaped its
landscape. North Carolina historian and author Michael C. Hardy explores the hidden historical
gems of the region --

blue ridge parkway history: Moon Blue Ridge Parkway Road Trip Jason Frye, 2015-07-21
Hit the Road with Moon Travel Guides! The Blue Ridge Parkway connects the green valleys of
Shenandoah National Park to the Great Smoky Mountains. Drive America's most scenic highway
with Moon Blue Ridge Parkway Road Trip. Inside you'll find: Maps and Driving Tools: 29 easy-to-use
maps keep you oriented on and off the highway, along with site-to-site mileage, driving times, and
detailed directions for the entire route Eat, Sleep, Stop and Explore: Listen to live bluegrass with a
glass of local moonshine, drive past fields brimming with fireflies, and wander through American
history. You'll know exactly what you want to do at each stop with lists of the best hikes, views, and
more Itineraries for Every Traveler: Drive the entire two-week route or follow strategic itineraries
like Music of the Blue Ridge, including suggestions for spending time in in Washington DC, Front
Royal, Waynesboro, Roanoke, Galax, Asheville, Cherokee, and Knoxville Local Expert: North
Carolinian and mountaineer Jason Frye shares his love of the Great Smoky Mountains (and where to
find the best barbecue!) Planning Your Trip: Know when and where to get gas, how to avoid traffic,
tips for driving in different road and weather conditions, and suggestions for LGBTQ travelers,
seniors, and road trippers with kids With Moon Blue Ridge Parkway Road Trip's practical tips,
detailed itineraries, and local insight, you're ready to fill up the tank and hit the road. Looking to
explore more of America on wheels? Try Moon Nashville to New Orleans Road Trip! Doing more
than driving through? Check out Moon Blue Ridge & Smoky Mountains or Moon North Carolina.

blue ridge parkway history: Blue Ridge Parkway Rose Houk, 2012 In addition to the
mile-by-mile guide to the highlights of the Parkway, author Rose Houk's evocative essays reveal the
rich human and natural history of the entire region. Beginning with its initial conceptualization in
1906; its principal construction by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 1930s; to its final
completion in the 1980s, it is a story of American vision and dedication.Ultimately extending 469
miles, from Great Smoky Mountains National Park in North Carolina to Virginia's Shenandoah



National Park, the Parkway has 26 tunnels, nearly 170 bridges, 264 scenic pullouts, and embraces 9
major recreation areas.This is the one indispensable guide whether visiting for a day, a weekend, or
a month!

blue ridge parkway history: The History of Ornithology in Virginia David W. Johnston,
2003 Host to a large and diverse bird population as well as a long human history, Virginia is
arguably the birthplace of ornithology in North America. David W. Johnston's History of Ornithology
in Virginia, the result of over a decade of research, is the first book to address this fascinating
element of the state's natural history. Tertiary-era fossils show that birds inhabited Virginia as early
as 65 million years ago. Their first human observers were the region's many Indian tribes and, later,
colonists on Roanoke Island and in Jamestown. Explorers pushing westward contributed further to
the development of a conception of birds that was distinctively American. By the 1900s
planter-farmers, naturalists, and government employees had amassed bird records from the Barrier
Islands and the Dismal Swamp to the Blue Ridge and Appalachian Mountains. The modern era saw
the emergence of ornithological organizations and game laws, as well as increasingly advanced
studies of bird distribution, migration pathways, and breeding biology. Johnston shows us how
ornithology in Virginia evolved from observations of wondrous creatures to a sophisticated science
recognizing some 435 avian species. David W. Johnston taught ornithology at the University of
Virginia's Mountain Lake Biological Station for nearly two decades and has edited numerous
ecological studies as well as the Journal of Field Ornithology and Ornithological Monographs.

blue ridge parkway history: Wildflowers of the Blue Ridge Parkway Ann Simpson, Rob
Simpson, 2017 This field guide dedicated to wildflowers of the Blue Ridge Parkway is an
information-packed, pocket-sized book that introduces park visitors to the vibrant wildflower
habitats along the Blue Ridge Parkway in a colorful and portable package. Including full-color photos
and easy-to-understand descriptions, the wildflowers are arranged by color and family to aid in quick
identification. With full cooperation from the park association, this book will appeal to the 16 million
visitors who travel the Blue Ridge Parkway every year.

blue ridge parkway history: Hiking through History Virginia Johnny Molloy, 2014-05-06
Imagine hiking along a wooded trail in Virginia and stumbling upon the stone foundation of a
crumbled building, the wooden slats of the walls caved in, the ironwork of the hinges still dangling
on the burned out door. This discovery piques your interest--what is this? How can you find out?
Enter Hiking through History Virginia: Exploring the Old Dominion's Past by Trail. The hiking
guidebook profiles forty hikes in the Virginia state and includes rich descriptions of the history
underfoot. From Civil War Battlefields like the Petersburg National Battlefield to early settlement
sites like Henricus from the 1600s, this book is the perfect companion for any hiker with an interest
in history.

blue ridge parkway history: Pioneers of American Landscape Design Charles A. Birnbaum,
Lisa E. Crowder, 1993

blue ridge parkway history: History Lover's Guide to North Carolina, A Michael C. Hardy,
2022 Tour the Old North State's famous--and not-so-famous--historic sites. First in Freedom, First in
Flight, and First, Farthest and Last are all honorifics that have been used to describe North
Carolina's well-known history. Learn the truth behind each of these epithets and other tales from the
sands of the Outer Banks to the bustling cities of the Piedmont and the western mountains. Tour the
state's famous historic homes, gardens and cemeteries. Dive deep into its military conflicts, from the
golden age of piracy to the Second World War. Join North Carolina's veteran historian, Michael C.
Hardy, for an exploration of the many sites, monuments, museums, and public spaces that tell story
of North Carolina's history.

blue ridge parkway history: Along the Blue Ridge Parkway Harley E. Jolley, 1997 Topping
mountain crests, dipping into river valleys, and rambling through farmlands and national forests, the
Blue Ridge Parkway winds 470 miles through Virginia and North Carolina--the heart of Southern
Appalachia. Images by noted nature photographer George Humphries show the splendor of the Blue
Ridge Parkway and the text tells the story of the Parkway and the Southern Appalachians, a region



rich in music, crafts, and human and natural history. 66 color photos.

blue ridge parkway history: History of Transportation in Western North Carolina, A: Trails,
Roads, Rails & Air Terry Ruscin , 2016 Traveling across the treacherous and diverse landscape of
western North Carolina is a challenge historically met with human ingenuity. Mountain traces of
Native Americans, dusty stagecoach routes and vital railroads lined the region. Asheville installed
the state's first electric streetcars. Intrepid young men and women continued North Carolina's
aviation legacy. The Buncombe Turnpike helped tame the Blue Ridge Mountains, allowing livestock
drives to reach markets in South Carolina. Author Terry Ruscin reveals the visionaries and
risk-takers who paved the way to the Land of the Sky in a wondrous examination of western North
Carolina transportation history.

blue ridge parkway history: National Park Service Administrative History , 1991

blue ridge parkway history: A Nutshell History of North Carolina Ben Fortson, 2011-04-29 A
concise illustrated history of North Carolina, from its dubious beginnings as a pirate-filled colony to
a popular tourist destination. Author and illustrator Ben Fortson presents North Carolina’s history in
the form of off-the-wall anecdotes, poignant insights and sublimely silly illustrations. Take a hilarious
look at Daniel Boone’s larger-than-life Carolina personality. Peruse an uproarious account of the
Andrew Jackson birthplace controversy or politically astute commentary on the power of tobacco in
the state. Fortson takes readers on a side-splitting and educational ride through the annals of Tar
Heel State history. “This will be the most fun North Carolina history book you will ever read, and it
will have many students across the state wishing it were part of the curriculum. . . . Ben Fortson
travels from the state’s piratical beginnings to its growth as the “The New “Old North State”” via
2015. Told and illustrated in a series of humorous and entertaining vignettes, Fortson shows a flair
for the funny—and education.” —Mountain Times
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