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Black History Month Choice Board: Engaging Students with Creative Learning
Options

black history month choice board is an innovative and flexible teaching tool
that educators use to celebrate and explore the rich history and culture of
African Americans throughout February. Instead of a traditional lecture or
worksheet, a choice board offers students a variety of activities and
projects to select from, catering to diverse learning styles and interests.
This approach not only deepens students’ understanding of Black History Month
but also encourages creativity, critical thinking, and personal connection to
the material.

In this article, we’ll explore what a Black History Month choice board is,
why it’s effective in classrooms, and provide ideas to create your own
engaging and meaningful choice board for students of all ages.

What Is a Black History Month Choice Board?

A choice board is essentially a graphic organizer that presents a grid of
activity options, usually arranged in rows and columns. Students pick from
these options to complete assignments that align with learning goals but
allow for autonomy and voice. When applied to Black History Month, the choice
board might include tasks ranging from research projects and creative writing
to art and digital media, all centered around African American history,
achievements, and culture.

This tool transforms the way Black History Month is recognized in schools by
moving beyond rote memorization of dates and figures. Instead, it fosters
engagement by allowing students to explore topics that resonate with them
personally, whether that’s influential leaders, cultural contributions, or
social justice movements.

Why Use a Choice Board for Black History Month?

Incorporating a Black History Month choice board into your lesson plan offers
several advantages:

- **Differentiated Learning:** Students learn in diverse ways. Some may
prefer reading and writing, others may thrive with hands-on projects or
multimedia presentations. Choice boards accommodate these preferences.
- **Student Engagement:** When learners have a say in how they demonstrate
understanding, motivation and enthusiasm often increase.
- **Critical Thinking and Creativity:** Many choice board activities



encourage analysis, synthesis of information, and creative expression, which
helps deepen comprehension.
- **Inclusive Curriculum:** Choice boards can highlight lesser-known figures
and stories from Black history, broadening students’ perspectives beyond
commonly taught narratives.

Building a Black History Month Choice Board:
Tips and Ideas

Creating a choice board that is both educational and exciting requires
careful planning. Here are some tips to help you design an effective Black
History Month choice board:

1. Align Activities with Learning Objectives

Before brainstorming tasks, clarify what you want your students to learn. Are
you focusing on civil rights history, cultural contributions, or contemporary
figures? Setting learning goals ensures that each activity is purposeful and
meaningful.

2. Include a Variety of Activity Types

Balance the choice board with different formats such as:

- Reading biographies or historical texts
- Writing poems, essays, or letters
- Creating artwork or digital media projects
- Participating in debates or group discussions
- Conducting interviews or oral histories

This variety caters to multiple intelligences and keeps students interested.

3. Incorporate Technology and Multimedia

Leverage digital tools to enhance learning. For example, students might
create a short video biography, design a digital timeline, or curate a photo
collage using online resources. This not only makes the content more
interactive but also builds 21st-century skills.



4. Provide Clear Instructions and Rubrics

To support independent work, ensure each choice includes detailed directions
and criteria for success. A rubric helps students understand expectations and
self-assess their performance.

5. Offer Choices That Highlight Diverse Perspectives

Include activities that explore stories from different regions, time periods,
and aspects of Black history. This enriches students’ understanding and
appreciation of the complexity and diversity within the African American
experience.

Sample Black History Month Choice Board
Activities

To spark inspiration, here are some activity ideas you might include on a
Black History Month choice board:

Research and Writing

- Write a biography about a lesser-known African American figure and explain
their impact.
- Compose a poem or short story inspired by a significant event in Black
history.
- Draft a persuasive letter advocating for social justice, referencing
historical movements.

Creative Arts

- Create a visual art piece (painting, collage, digital art) representing
themes from the Harlem Renaissance.
- Design a poster celebrating Black inventors and their inventions.
- Produce a dramatic monologue portraying a historical figure’s perspective.

Multimedia and Technology

- Develop a podcast episode sharing stories of African American heroes.
- Build a timeline with images and descriptions of key civil rights
milestones.



- Make a short documentary video using interviews, photos, and narration.

Interactive and Collaborative

- Organize a classroom debate on the effects of segregation laws.
- Conduct an oral history interview with a family member or community elder
about their experiences.
- Host a cultural event featuring music, food, or storytelling connected to
African American heritage.

Implementing the Choice Board in the Classroom

Once your Black History Month choice board is ready, consider how to
introduce it to students for maximum impact.

Set Expectations and Encourage Reflection

Explain the purpose of the choice board and how it relates to learning about
Black history. Encourage students to reflect on their choices and share what
they learned with peers. This reflection can be through presentations,
journals, or group discussions.

Allow Flexibility and Time Management

Give students adequate time to explore their chosen activities and emphasize
quality over quantity. Some may complete multiple tasks, while others might
focus deeply on one.

Celebrate and Showcase Student Work

Creating opportunities to display projects, whether through a classroom
gallery, school newsletter, or virtual exhibition, validates student efforts
and spreads awareness of Black history throughout the community.

Expanding Beyond the Classroom

The beauty of a Black History Month choice board is that it can extend beyond
traditional academic settings. Parents and community leaders can use choice
boards to foster meaningful conversations and learning at home or in



extracurricular programs. Libraries, youth groups, and cultural organizations
might also adapt choice boards to engage participants in exploring African
American history in interactive ways.

By offering choices and encouraging exploration, the Black History Month
choice board becomes a dynamic tool that honors the past while inspiring
future generations to appreciate and continue the legacy of Black leaders,
artists, activists, and innovators.

Whether you’re a teacher, parent, or community organizer, incorporating a
Black History Month choice board can transform how Black history is taught
and celebrated—making it a vibrant, personal, and empowering learning
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Black History Month choice board?
A Black History Month choice board is an educational tool that offers
students a variety of activities and projects related to Black History Month,
allowing them to choose how they engage with the content.

How can teachers use a Black History Month choice
board in the classroom?
Teachers can use a Black History Month choice board to provide differentiated
learning options, encourage student autonomy, and cover multiple aspects of
Black history, culture, and achievements.

What types of activities are typically included on a
Black History Month choice board?
Activities might include reading biographies, watching documentaries,
creating art inspired by Black leaders, writing essays or poems, conducting
research projects, and participating in group discussions.

How does a choice board support diverse learning
styles during Black History Month?
A choice board offers varied activities that cater to visual, auditory,
kinesthetic, and reading/writing learners, allowing students to engage in
ways that suit their strengths and preferences.

Can Black History Month choice boards be used for



virtual or remote learning?
Yes, choice boards can be easily adapted for virtual learning by including
digital resources, online videos, interactive assignments, and virtual
collaboration tools.

What are some benefits of using a Black History
Month choice board for students?
Benefits include increased engagement, deeper understanding of Black history,
development of critical thinking skills, and empowerment through choice and
creativity.

How can educators ensure that the content on a Black
History Month choice board is accurate and
respectful?
Educators should use reputable sources, incorporate diverse perspectives,
avoid stereotypes, and include materials created by Black authors and
scholars.

Where can teachers find ready-made Black History
Month choice boards?
Teachers can find ready-made choice boards on educational websites, teacher
resource platforms like Teachers Pay Teachers, and through school district
curriculum resources.

Additional Resources
Black History Month Choice Board: A Dynamic Educational Tool for Inclusive
Learning

black history month choice board has emerged as a versatile and engaging
resource in classrooms and educational settings nationwide. As educators seek
innovative ways to celebrate Black History Month, choice boards offer an
interactive platform that encourages students to explore African American
history, culture, and contributions through a variety of activities tailored
to diverse learning styles. This article delves into the concept of the Black
History Month choice board, its educational significance, and practical
applications that foster critical thinking and cultural appreciation.

Understanding the Black History Month Choice



Board

A choice board is an instructional strategy that presents students with a
selection of activities, often arranged in a grid or board format, allowing
them to choose tasks that best suit their interests and abilities. When
designed for Black History Month, these boards focus on themes such as civil
rights, influential figures, cultural achievements, and historical events. By
providing options, educators empower students to take ownership of their
learning, which can increase motivation and engagement.

The Black History Month choice board is particularly valuable because it
integrates differentiated instruction principles. This approach accommodates
diverse learning preferences—visual, auditory, kinesthetic—and varying skill
levels, making the study of Black history accessible and meaningful to all
students. Moreover, it supports the development of critical thinking and
creativity, as students analyze historical contexts, draw connections, and
express their understanding through multiple modalities.

Key Features of Effective Black History Month Choice
Boards

To maximize the educational impact, an effective Black History Month choice
board should incorporate:

Variety of Activities: Tasks can range from reading biographies and
watching documentaries to creating artwork or writing essays, catering
to different interests.

Clear Learning Objectives: Each activity aligns with curriculum
standards and aims to deepen understanding of Black history and culture.

Student Autonomy: Choice boards promote independence, allowing learners
to select activities that resonate with their learning preferences.

Integration of Technology: Incorporating digital tools like interactive
timelines or virtual museum tours enhances engagement and accessibility.

Educational Benefits and Impact

The Black History Month choice board serves as more than just a celebratory
tool; it is a catalyst for inclusive education and cultural competence.
Research suggests that when students engage with content through multiple
pathways, retention and comprehension improve significantly. Choice boards



foster this by blending traditional and creative methods of learning.

Furthermore, choice boards encourage students to explore lesser-known aspects
of Black history, moving beyond well-known figures such as Martin Luther King
Jr. or Rosa Parks to include scientists, artists, activists, and innovators
whose contributions are often overlooked. This broader perspective enriches
students’ understanding and challenges stereotypes.

Comparison with Traditional Teaching Methods

Unlike conventional lecture-based approaches, the Black History Month choice
board promotes active learning. Students are not passive recipients of
information but active participants in their educational journey. This
experiential learning model contrasts with rigid curricula that may not
accommodate diverse learning needs.

Additionally, choice boards facilitate differentiated instruction more
effectively than one-size-fits-all lesson plans. For example, while some
students might excel in research projects, others may prefer creative
expressions like poetry or visual arts. By offering multiple entry points
into the subject matter, educators can address varied competencies and
interests.

Implementing a Black History Month Choice Board
in the Classroom

Successful implementation requires thoughtful planning and alignment with
educational goals. Educators should consider the following steps:

Identify Learning Goals: Define what students should know or be able to1.
do by the end of the unit.

Curate Diverse Activities: Assemble a mix of tasks that cover historical2.
events, cultural expressions, and current issues related to Black
history.

Ensure Accessibility: Provide materials and instructions that are clear3.
and adaptable to students with varying abilities.

Incorporate Assessment: Develop rubrics or reflection prompts to4.
evaluate understanding and engagement.

Facilitate Reflection: Encourage students to share insights and discuss5.
how the activities influenced their perspectives.



Examples of Black History Month Choice Board
Activities

Biographical Research: Investigate the life and impact of a notable
Black historical figure and present findings through a multimedia
presentation.

Creative Writing: Compose a poem or short story inspired by African
American culture or history.

Artistic Expression: Create artwork that reflects themes of resilience,
freedom, or identity.

Documentary Viewing: Watch a film about civil rights movements and write
a critical response.

Interactive Timeline: Build a digital timeline highlighting key events
in Black history.

Challenges and Considerations

While Black History Month choice boards offer many advantages, educators must
navigate potential challenges. One concern is ensuring that activities
maintain historical accuracy and cultural sensitivity. Selecting reputable
sources and consulting community experts can mitigate this risk.

Additionally, balancing student choice with curriculum requirements may pose
difficulties. Educators need to design boards that align with academic
standards while still providing meaningful options. Time constraints and
resource availability also influence the feasibility of certain tasks.

Finally, it is critical to avoid superficial treatment of Black history.
Choice boards should encourage deep exploration and critical analysis rather
than tokenistic or celebratory activities that lack substance.

The Role of Technology in Enhancing Choice Boards

The integration of digital tools enhances the flexibility and reach of Black
History Month choice boards. Platforms such as Google Classroom, Padlet, or
Seesaw can host interactive boards where students select and submit
assignments electronically. Virtual reality experiences and online archives
offer immersive learning opportunities that bring historical narratives to
life.



Moreover, technology facilitates collaboration across classrooms and
communities, enabling students to engage in dialogues beyond their immediate
environment. This connectivity broadens perspectives and fosters empathy.

The thoughtful use of technology addresses diverse learning preferences and
supports the inclusion of students with disabilities through features like
text-to-speech and adjustable font sizes.

Black History Month choice boards continue to evolve as educators seek to
create meaningful, student-centered learning experiences. By combining
choice, cultural relevance, and critical engagement, these tools contribute
to a richer understanding of Black history and its ongoing influence in
society.

Black History Month Choice Board

  black history month choice board: A Brighter Choice Clara Hemphill, 2023 Follow a group
of mostly Black parents in gentrifying Brooklyn as they learn to share their public elementary school
with white newcomers. Hurt feelings and misunderstandings push parents apart, but they work to
build mutual trust and interracial solidarity to fight for better schools for all--
  black history month choice board: Black Educational Choice Diana T. Slaughter-Kotzin,
Howard C. Stevenson, Edith G. Arrington, Deborah J. Johnson, 2011-11-08 This important book
provides African American parents with the knowledge to diversify K–12 school choices beyond
traditional neighborhood public schools in order to optimize the educational chances of their own
children, and it will help educators and policymakers to close the black-white academic achievement
gap throughout America. Closing the K–12 achievement gap is critical to the future welfare of
African American individuals, families, and communities—and to the future of our nation as a whole.
The black-white academic achievement gap—the significant statistical difference in academic
performance between African American students and their white peers—is the single greatest
impediment to achieving racial equality and social justice in America. Black Educational Choice
provides parents, citizens, educators, and policymakers the critical knowledge they need to leverage
the national trend toward increasing and diversifying K–12 school choice beyond traditional
neighborhood public schools. Parents can use this information to optimize the success of their own
African American children, while policymakers and educators can apply these insights to help close
the black-white academic achievement gap throughout America. The book collects the
interdisciplinary, multi-racial, and multi-ethnic perspectives of education experts to address the
questions of millions of anxious African American families: Would sending our children to a private
school or a charter school significantly better their chances of closing the achievement gap and
becoming successful individuals? And if so, what kinds of challenges would they likely experience in
these alternative educational settings?
  black history month choice board: Board Smartz Thena Smith, 2005-09 'BoardSmartz' was
written to inspire educators to incorporate scrapbooking ideas into the classroom by creating boards
that pop with educational pizzazz.
  black history month choice board: Teaching is Tough! Philip Bigler, Stephanie Doyle, Karen
Drosinos, 2014-06-23 Too many idealistic, gifted, and conscientious educators are leaving the
teaching profession after just a few years in our nation’s classrooms. They feel alone, frustrated and
disillusioned by the bureaucracy, stress, and challenges of modern public education. Teaching is
Tough! A Practical Guide to Classroom Success is designed to help these novice teachers during
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their critical early years in overcoming the many daily difficulties and obstacles that they routinely
face. Written by several of Virginia’s finest and most experienced educators, the book contains a
series of easy-to-read informative essays which provide realistic advice and guidance that can be
immediately applied and implemented in the classroom. The book is also supported by a constantly
updated website (http:www.teachingistough.com) which, when used in conjunction with the text,
provides immediate access to suggested resources and materials. Teaching is Tough! is an
invaluable resource for all novice and mentor teachers. It will help educators to become more
effective by improving their instruction as well as their interaction with parents and students.
  black history month choice board: Resources in Education , 1994
  black history month choice board: Multicultural Information Quests Marie Rodgers,
2000-03-15 If you're searching for research activities or multicultural topics for a diverse student
population, this is the book for you. Reproducible quizzes guide students through subjects that range
from holidays and food to sports heroes and literature. Cultural searches are related to Hispanics,
Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, and other U.S. immigrant groups. For each
quest, the author provides an annotated reference list, search questions, and an answer key. This is
a fun and inspirational approach to building research skills while fostering an appreciation of
diversity.
  black history month choice board: African American Librarians in the Far West Binnie
Tate Wilkin, 2006-05-25 Between 20 and 25 luminaries are profiled. Each entry consists of (a) a
short biography, focusing on national accomplishments, (b) at least one major paper, speech, or
other professional item such as a workshop format, and (c) an annotated bibliography.
  black history month choice board: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2006
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  black history month choice board: Black Enterprise , 1985-02 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the
ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  black history month choice board: African-American Who's Who, Past and Present, Greater
Rochester Area Mike F. Molaire, 1998-10
  black history month choice board: Billboard , 2003-02-22 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  black history month choice board: Ebony , 1977-01 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  black history month choice board: American School Reform Maurice R. Berube, 1994-12-30
Berube analyzes the three great educational reform movements in the United States. He shows how
they have been shaped by outside societal forces: Progressive Education was an offshoot of the
Progressive Movement; Equity Reform in the 1960s was influenced by the Civil Rights Movement;
Excellence Reform in the last decade was a response to foreign economic competition. Within each
matrix, common characteristics of each movement emerge. Progressive Education with its emphasis
on critical thinking and child-centered schools set the stage for what was to follow. Equity Reform
sought to complete the unfinished agenda of Progressive Education in educating the poor.
Excellence Reform repudiated both in the name of higher standards and content-specific
curriculums. The emergence of sophisticated educational research since the 1960s has influenced
educational policy to be more research-based. Berube provides a necessary overview of the great



movements in school reform over the last century.
  black history month choice board: The Color of Homeschooling Mahala Dyer Stewart,
2023-08-15 Through extensive interviews with Black and white middle class mothers, The Color of
Homeschooling explores how race, class, and gender shape families' decisions around whether to
homeschool their children--
  black history month choice board: Leadership in Higher Education Francis L. Lawrence,
2017-07-12 In this collection of interviews, presidents and chancellors of some of America's most
respected universities candidly reflect on their experiences during the decade leading up to the
twenty-first century and immediately following it. This was a time of change and uncertainty, when
opportunities for achievement and potential for failure made their role uncommonly challenging, and
success called for considerable determination, integrity, foresight, skill, and courage. The American
higher education system, often characterized as the best in the world, is distinguished for its
scholarship as well as its accessibility. Its indispensable role as an engine for individual and societal
economic advancement has made universities the targets of media interest, critical examination, and
political manipulation. Higher education has become the passport to the American dream, and the
percentage of those going to college has increased, challenging individual institutions and systems
to accommodate growing numbers of aspiring students while searching for solutions to problems of
inadequate college preparation and inadequate financial assistance for low-income students. Despite
their increasing importance to the nation, the region, and their communities, public and private
universities have seen states reduce their support to their state systems of higher education, shifting
the responsibility to individuals and institutions. Leadership in Higher Education traces the careers
of thirteen women and men who have presided over a total of twenty universities or university
systems and three national organizations of higher education: Robert Berdahl, Myles Brand, Molly
Corbett Broad, John T. Casteen III, Mary Sue Coleman, Norman C. Francis, Nils Hasselmo, Shirley
Ann Jackson, Shirley Strum Kenny, William English Kirwan, Francis L. Lawrence, Charles M. Vest,
and David Ward.
  black history month choice board: Storytime and Beyond Kathy Barco, Melanie
Borski-Howard, 2018-10-10 Join the world of balloons, pancakes, and musical instruments—just a
few items to help improve early literacy in the library, the classroom, and at home. Literacy-builders
covered range from music and instruments to magnetic letters, alphabet beads, and food. Literacy is
a popular topic of discussion among librarians. Especially important is early literacy, what children
know about reading and writing before they can actually read and write. In this book, experienced
librarians Kathy Barco and Melanie Borski-Howard share hands-on techniques that they have used
to successfully promote early literacy and encourage family involvement. Storytime and Beyond
teaches readers how to use literacy doodads—inexpensive props that add excitement to storytimes
and can be used outside the library or classroom—to enhance the basic components of any early
literacy program: talking, singing, reading, writing, and playing. Many of the doodads can be
created as family do-it-yourself projects, and some can be adapted to work with non-readers of any
age. Instruments can also be a great way to get children's attention and teach literacy skills,
whether it's a drum to beat while reading a story or a maraca for children to shake during a song,
and lesson plans for musical storytimes address how to use rhythm, singing, and dancing to make
early literacy fun.
  black history month choice board: Going for Wisconsin Gold Jessie Garcia, 2016-06-30
U-S-A , U-S-A is a familiar refrain heard in every Olympics, but truly it could be Wis-con-sin! Since
pioneering hurdler Alvin Kraenzlein got his start here in the 1890s, the Badger State has nurtured,
trained, or schooled more than 400 Olympic athletes in a vast array of sports. Wisconsin’s varied
landscape and climate accommodate serious athletes whether they compete on ice, on snow, in the
water, or on terra firma. We tend to bring a Midwestern work ethic to our endeavors, and our
Olympians have often been hailed in the press and in public as being among the most humble and
down-to-earth people around. Our state boasts a thriving youth sports culture where many
homegrown athletes get their start; others are drawn here by our world-class universities, athletic



facilities, and coaching talent. No matter how an athlete comes to Wisconsin, the state becomes part
of his or her Olympic story. In Going for Wisconsin Gold, author Jessie Garcia provides insights into
the lives of athletes who grew up or spent time in Wisconsin on their journey to the Olympic Games.
She shares some of our competitors most captivating tales—from those that have become legend,
like Dan Jansen’s heartbreaking falls and subsequent magical gold, to unlikely brushes with glory
(do you know which Green Bay Packer was almost an Olympic high jumper?). Featuring the athletes’
personal stories, many of them told here in detail for the first time, plus pictures from their private
collections, Going for Wisconsin Gold provides a new and deeper understanding of the sacrifices,
joy, pain, heartbreak, and complete dedication it takes to reach the world’s grandest sporting
competition.
  black history month choice board: Choice , 2006
  black history month choice board: Journal of the House of Representatives of the United
States United States. Congress. House, 2010 Some vols. include supplemental journals of such
proceedings of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept
secret, and respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the
House.
  black history month choice board: The Sixty-Seventh Book of the Holy Bible by Elijah
the Prophet as God Promised from the Book of Malachi. Elijah, the Prophet, 2010-08-18
Revelation 10:9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said
unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet
as honey. Revelation 10:10 And I took the little book out of the angels hand, and ate it up; and it was
in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. Here is the mystery
of God, where He will train an angel to write about the seven thunders in modern times or fear. Fear
is the beginning of all wisdom (knowledge), yet we have to reach for, there is nothing to fear but fear
itself. How can a book result in my mouth sweet as honey when I speak and my belly was bitter as I
tried to swallow my pride and the wisdom made me sicken? He told us to eat of the book as He has
told us to eat of His body. A location that does not teach fear is not a valid church location, since fear
is the beginning of all wisdom (knowledge). Malachi 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple,
even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of
hosts. Malachi 3:2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he
appeareth? for he is like a refiners fire, and like fullers soap. Malachi 3:3 And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.
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the result of the absence or complete absorption of visible light. This term is important to
understand due to its wide-ranging applications in
Black - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia In light, black is the absence of all
color. It is a shade. In painting, however, black pigment is the combination of all colors. In heraldry,
black is called "sable". It is the opposite of white. No color
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