a prairie home companion joke show

A Prairie Home Companion Joke Show: The Heartfelt Humor of Radio’s Beloved Variety Hour

a prairie home companion joke show is more than just a title or a segment; it represents a unique blend of
humor, storytelling, and Americana that has captivated audiences for decades. Originating as a radio variety
program, this show became a cultural touchstone known for its warm wit, quirky characters, and the
gentle, homespun comedy that perfectly complements its musical and narrative offerings. If you’re curious
about what makes a Prairie Home Companion joke show so special, let’s dive into the charm and

craftsmanship behind this iconic form of entertainment.

The Origins of a Prairie Home Companion Joke Show

The roots of a Prairie Home Companion joke show trace back to 1974 when Garrison Keillor created the
program for Minnesota Public Radio. It was conceived as a lighthearted, often nostalgic radio variety show
that blended music, skits, and monologues. Central to the show’s appeal was its distinctive humor—a mix of

dry wit, gentle satire, and folksy storytelling that felt both timeless and deeply personal.

Unlike many comedy programs that rely on punchlines and rapid-fire jokes, the humor in a Prairie Home
Companion joke show is more about atmosphere and character. It’s subtle, often understated, and woven
naturally into the fabric of the show’s narrative structure, making it resonate with listeners across

generations.

What Makes a Prairie Home Companion Joke Show Unique?

Storytelling with a Smile

One of the defining characteristics of this joke show format is its emphasis on storytelling. Instead of just
telling jokes, the show creates characters and scenarios that draw listeners into a small town’s life, often the
fictional Lake Wobegon, where “all the women are strong, all the men are good-looking, and all the
children are above average.” The humor arises from these vivid, relatable portraits of everyday people and

their quirks.

This approach to humor is less about eliciting belly laughs and more about evoking a knowing smile, a

chuckle, or a moment of reflection. It’s a humor that feels earned and affectionate, never mean-spirited.



A Blend of Music and Comedy

Another hallmark of the show is its seamless integration of music and comedy. A Prairie Home Companion
joke show often features live musical performances that complement the comedic sketches and monologues.

This creates a rich, varied listening experience where humor and melody work in harmony.

Listeners often find that the music adds emotional depth to the humor, enhancing the nostalgic and
comforting atmosphere that the show is famous for. Whether it’s folk, bluegrass, or jazz, the musical

interludes help set the tone and pace, making the humor feel more vibrant and alive.

Character-Driven Humor

Characters like Guy Noir, the private detective, or the News from Lake Wobegon segment are iconic
elements of a Prairie Home Companion joke show. These recurring bits showcase the show’s talent for
developing personalities that audiences grow attached to over time. The humor often emerges from the

characters’ peculiarities, misunderstandings, and gentle satire of Midwestern life.

This character-driven approach allows for long-form comedic storytelling, where jokes build on previous

episodes and running gags, creating a sense of community and continuity that few comedy shows achieve.

How to Appreciate a Prairie Home Companion Joke Show

Listening With Patience

A Prairie Home Companion joke show isn’t about fast-paced, high-energy comedy. Instead, it rewards
listeners who tune in with patience and an ear for nuance. The humor often unfolds slowly, with pauses,

subtle wordplay, and a conversational tone that invites you to lean in and listen closely.

Understanding the Cultural Context

Much of the humor plays on Midwestern culture, small-town life, and American traditions. Familiarity
with these elements enhances the experience, though the show’s warmth and cleverness make it accessible

even to those outside this cultural sphere.



Embracing the Nostalgia

There’s a comforting nostalgia embedded in the show’s humor, harkening back to a simpler time. This
nostalgic element isn’t just a gimmick—it’s part of the show’s soul, providing a gentle escape from modern

complexities and a reminder of shared human experiences.

Tips for Creating Your Own Prairie Home Companion Joke
Show Style

If you’re inspired to craft a joke show in the spirit of Prairie Home Companion, here are some insights to

keep in mind:
e Focus on Character Development: Build recurring characters with distinct voices and traits that
listeners can connect with over time.

¢ Blend Humor with Storytelling: Instead of isolated jokes, create comedic narratives that reveal

personality and setting.

e Incorporate Music Thoughtfully: Use musical segments to complement and enhance the mood, rather

than just as filler.

¢ Keep the Tone Warm and Inclusive: Aim for humor that’s clever but kind, avoiding harsh or

divisive jokes.

¢ Use Regional or Cultural Details: Ground your comedy in specific traditions or locales to add

authenticity and flavor.

The Legacy of a Prairie Home Companion Joke Show

The influence of a Prairie Home Companion joke show extends far beyond its original radio broadcast. It has
inspired countless comedians, writers, and performers to embrace a storytelling style that values subtlety,
character, and community. The show’s transition from radio to film and live performances further

cemented its place in American culture.

Even after Garrison Keillor’s departure, the spirit of the show lives on through new hosts and iterations,



reminding audiences that humor doesn’t always have to be loud or brash to be deeply meaningful.

Many contemporary podcasts and variety shows owe a debt to the format pioneered by Prairie Home
Companion. Its legacy is a testament to the enduring appeal of humor that feels like a shared conversation

with old friends.

Listening to a prairie home companion joke show is like stepping into a cozy gathering where laughter is
gentle, stories are rich, and the music soothes the soul. It’s a reminder that comedy can be heartfelt and that
sometimes the best jokes are those that invite us to smile together over life’s simple truths. Whether you’re
a longtime fan or a newcomer, there’s something timeless about this style of humor that continues to

resonate and delight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Prairie Home Companion’' joke show?

'A Prairie Home Companion' joke show is a variety radio program known for its humorous sketches,

musical performances, and comedic monologues, originally created and hosted by Garrison Keillor.

Who was the original host of 'A Prairie Home Companion'?

The original host of 'A Prairie Home Companion' was Garrison Keillor, who created the show and hosted it

for several decades.

‘What type of humor is featured on 'A Prairie Home Companion' joke

show?

The humor on 'A Prairie Home Companion' is often witty, dry, and nostalgic, featuring Americana themes,

quirky characters, and satirical sketches.

Is 'A Prairie Home Companion' still being produced?

As of recent years, 'A Prairie Home Companion' was rebranded as 'Live from Here' with Chris Thile as

host, but the original program ended in 2016.

Where can I listen to episodes of 'A Prairie Home Companion' joke show?

Episodes can be found on various podcast platforms, the show's official archives, or public radio station

websites that feature past broadcasts.



What is the "Lake Wobegon' segment in 'A Prairie Home Companion'?

'Lake Wobegon' is a fictional small town featured in monologues by Garrison Keillor, known for its

humorous and nostalgic storytelling.

Did 'A Prairie Home Companion' inspire any films or other media?

Yes, the show inspired the 2006 film 'A Prairie Home Companion,’ directed by Robert Altman, which

dramatizes the final broadcast of the radio show.

‘Who took over hosting duties after Garrison Keillor left 'A Prairie Home
Companion'?

Chris Thile, a mandolinist and singer, took over hosting duties when the show was renamed 'Live from

Here' after Keillor's departure.

‘What role does music play in 'A Prairie Home Companion' joke show?

Music is a central element, featuring live performances of folk, bluegrass, and other genres, often

interwoven with comedic content.

How has 'A Prairie Home Companion' influenced American radio
comedy?

'A Prairie Home Companion' has been influential in shaping American public radio comedy with its blend

of storytelling, music, and humor, inspiring many similar programs.

Additional Resources

**The Enduring Charm of A Prairie Home Companion Joke Show: A Timeless Blend of Humor and

Storytelling™*

a prairie home companion joke show has long been a distinctive facet of American radio entertainment,
captivating audiences with its unique blend of humor, music, and storytelling. Originating in the
mid-1970s, this show carved a niche by combining rustic charm with sharp wit, creating an atmosphere
that appeals to a broad demographic. Over decades, it evolved into a cultural institution, reflecting both the
simplicity and complexity of Midwestern life through comedy sketches, musical interludes, and, notably,

its signature joke segments.



Exploring the Format and Origins of the Show

The Prairie Home Companion, created and initially hosted by Garrison Keillor, started as a live radio
variety program. Its format was a mixture of scripted comedy, folk and traditional music performances, and
monologues that often included dry humor and clever jokes. The “joke show” element wasn’t just an add-
on; it was integral in forging a connection with listeners who appreciated a blend of subtle satire and

heartwarming narratives.

Unlike traditional stand-up comedy, the humor in A Prairie Home Companion joke show was embedded in
sketches and recurring characters that reflected rural American life. This approach fostered a unique

intimacy, making listeners feel part of a shared cultural experience rather than mere consumers of jokes.

The Role of the Joke Segments in Audience Engagement

Jokes in the program were crafted carefully to suit the overall tone—often gentle, sometimes ironic, and

occasionally self-deprecating. The popularity of these segments can be attributed to several factors:

¢ Relatability: Jokes often revolved around everyday situations, rural quirks, and universal human
foibles.

e Character-driven humor: Recurring personas such as Guy Noir, the fictional private detective,

provided a narrative framework for jokes to unfold naturally.

¢ Balance of wit and warmth: The humor was clever without being alienating, fostering a sense of

community among listeners.

This style contrasted with more aggressive or fast-paced comedy formats, allowing the show to carve a

distinct niche in the radio entertainment landscape.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Comedy Shows

When analyzing A Prairie Home Companion joke show alongside other comedy programs, several
distinguishing features emerge. While modern comedy shows often rely on rapid-fire jokes or shock value,
this program emphasized storytelling and character development. The jokes were not isolated punchlines

but part of broader narrative arcs.



Shows like “The Daily Show” or “Saturday Night Live” cater to fast-paced, topical humor, often with
political undertones. In contrast, A Prairie Home Companion’s joke show focused on timeless themes, rural
Americana, and gentle satire, making it less ephemeral and more enduring in appeal.

Furthermore, the integration of live music and monologues enriched the listening experience,

differentiating it from purely joke-centered shows. This hybrid format increased listener retention and

broadened appeal across age groups.

Strengths and Weaknesses of the Prairie Home Companion Joke Format

The show’s joke segments possess several notable strengths:
¢ Timelessness: By focusing on universal human experiences, the jokes maintain relevance beyond
their original broadcast dates.

¢ Character-driven narrative: This approach deepens audience investment, making jokes more

impactful.

¢ Atmospheric storytelling: The humor complements the show’s warm, inviting tone, creating a

cohesive listening environment.

However, there are also limitations:

e Slower pacing: Modern audiences accustomed to rapid comedy might find the show’s tempo less

engaging.

¢ Regional specificity: Some jokes heavily reference Midwestern culture, potentially limiting appeal to

a wider, international audience.

e Traditional radio format: In the age of digital streaming and podcasts, reliance on traditional radio may

hinder accessibility for younger demographics.

The Legacy and Evolution of A Prairie Home Companion Joke



Show

Over the years, the show has undergone several transformations, including changes in hosts and format
adjustments to stay relevant in a shifting media landscape. Notably, Chris Thile took over hosting

responsibilities in 2016, bringing a fresh musical perspective while maintaining the show’s comedic roots.

The joke segments continue to be a vital aspect of the program, albeit adapted to contemporary tastes.
Podcasts and online streaming have expanded the show’s reach, introducing the prairie-style humor to a
new generation of listeners. This digital presence also allows for closer interaction with fans, fostering

community through social media and live events.

Integration of Music and Humor: A Unique Selling Point

A Prairie Home Companion joke show is distinguished by its seamless integration of humor and live music.
The musical performances are not mere interludes but are often woven into the comedic narrative,
enhancing the thematic coherence of each episode. This synergy creates a rich auditory experience that

differentiates the program from standard joke shows or comedy podcasts.

For instance, folk and bluegrass artists frequently perform songs that echo the themes explored in the
sketches or jokes, reinforcing the atmosphere. This multi-dimensional approach appeals to audiences who

appreciate both comedy and traditional American music, expanding the show’s demographic reach.

Impact on American Radio and Comedy Culture

The influence of A Prairie Home Companion joke show extends beyond its direct audience. It helped
pioneer a style of radio comedy that values storytelling, character development, and subtle humor over
gimmicks or shock tactics. Many contemporary podcasters and radio comedians cite it as an inspiration,

highlighting its role in shaping modern audio entertainment.
Moreover, the show’s commitment to preserving rural and folk culture through humor has contributed to

a broader understanding and appreciation of these communities in mainstream media. Its ability to blend

nostalgia with incisive social commentary remains a benchmark for quality in radio comedy.

Audience Reception and Critical Acclaim

Throughout its tenure, the program has garnered critical praise for its originality and cultural resonance.

Listeners often commend the show for its warmth and clever writing, noting that the jokes feel authentic



rather than forced. This authenticity is a key factor in the program’s enduring popularity.

Nevertheless, some critics argue that the show occasionally leans too heavily on nostalgia, potentially
alienating younger or more urban listeners. Despite this, the majority opinion remains positive, with many

appreciating the show’s role as a comforting respite from fast-paced, edgy comedy.

A Prairie Home Companion joke show exemplifies a distinctive approach to humor that merges
storytelling, music, and cultural reflection. Its legacy endures as a testament to the power of gentle,
character-driven comedy in an increasingly fragmented media environment. Through its trademark blend
of laughter and lore, the show continues to resonate with audiences seeking both entertainment and a

deeper connection to American cultural roots.

A Prairie Home Companion Joke Show

a prairie home companion joke show: A Prairie Home Companion Pretty Good Joke
Book Garrison Keillor, 2015-08-11 For use in schools and libraries only. Gathers the best jokes from
the radio show's annual joke shows, in such categories as bar jokes, one-liners, lawyer jokes,
Minnesota jokes, and puns.

a prairie home companion joke show: Pretty Good Joke Book Garrison Keillor, 2021-08-10
Over 2,200 Jokes from America’s favorite live radio show A treasury of hilarity from Garrison Keillor
and the cast of public radio’s A Prairie Home Companion. A guy walks into a bar. Eight Canada
Geese walk into a bar. A termite jumps up on the bar and asks, “Where is the bar tender?” Drum
roll. The Sixth Edition of the perennially popular Pretty Good Joke Book is everything the first five
were and more. More puns, one-liners, light bulb jokes, knock-knock jokes, and third-grader jokes
(have you heard the one about Elvis Parsley?). More religion jokes, political jokes, lawyer jokes,
blonde jokes, and jokes in questionable taste (Why did the urologist lose his license? He got in
trouble with his peers). More jokes about chickens, relationships, and senior moments (the nice
thing about Alzheimer’s is you can enjoy the same jokes again and again). It all started back in 1996,
when A Prairie Home Companion fans laughed themselves silly during the first Joke Show. The
broadcast was such a hit that it became an almost-annual gagfest. Then fans wanted to read the
jokes, share them, and pass them around, and the first Pretty Good Joke Book was born. With over
200 new and updated jokes, the latest edition promises countless giggles, chortles, and guffaws
anyone—fans of the radio show or not—will enjoy.

a prairie home companion joke show: Reading Mystery Science Theater 3000 Shelley S.
Rees, 2013-05-09 First broadcast in the not too distant past on a television station in Minnesota,
Mystery Science Theater 3000 soon grew out of its humble beginnings and found a new home on
cable television. This simple show about a man and two robots forced to watch bad movies became a
cult classic, and episodes of the series continue to be packaged in DVD collections to this day. Before
its final run, the show received Emmy nominations and a Peabody award for Television excellence,
and in 2007, Time magazine declared MST3K one of “The 100 Best Shows of All-Time.” In Reading
Mystery Science Theater 3000: Critical Approaches, Shelley S. Rees presents a collection of essays
that examines the complex relationship between narrative and audience constructed by this baffling
but beloved television show. Invoking literary theory, cultural criticism, pedagogy, feminist criticism,
humor theory, rhetorical analysis, and film and media studies, these essays affirm the show’s


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-190/a-prairie-home-companion-joke-show.pdf

narrative and rhetorical intricacy. The first section, “Rhetoric and the Empowered Audience,”
addresses MST3K’s function as an exercise in rhetorical resistance. Part Two, “Mystery Science
Theater 3000 and Genre,” analyzes MST3K through distinct generic traditions, including humor
studies, traditional science fiction tropes, and the B-movie. Finally, the third section addresses
postmodern and intertextual readings of the show. By providing an academic treatment of an iconic
television phenomenon, these essays argue that Mystery Science Theater 3000 is worthy of serious
scholarly attention. Though aimed at a discerning readership of academics, this collection will also
appeal to the intellectual nature of the show’s well-educated audience.

a prairie home companion joke show: A Prairie Home Companion Garrison Keillor,
2006-05-18 The screenplay of iconic radio host Garrison Keillor’s Robert Altman-directed major
motion picture, A Prairie Home Companion, starring Meryl Streep and Lily Tomlin. The day of
reckoning has come to the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul, home of A Prairie Home Companion. The
show is closing, the theater is going dark. Station WLT has been sold to a broadcast conglomerate in
Texas. The wrecking ball is poised to swing as the regulars—the Johnson Girls, Yolanda and Rhonda,
and the singing cowboys, Dusty and Lefty, crooner Chuck Akers, and announcer Garrison
Keillor—arrive for the last broadcast in a state of disbelief. But when the Dangerous Woman appears
with her Botticellian hair and dazzling white trench coat, the final curtain catches them all by
surprise. * Features a foreword by director Robert Altman and an introduction by Garrison Keillor ¢
Contains an eight-page insert of photos from the movie set

a prairie home companion joke show: Pretty Good Joke Book Garrison Keillor, 2000 A
compilation of all the jokes from the past four Prairie Home Joke Shows, this mini-volume lets humor
buffs return again and again to all the parodies, puns, jokes, and humorous insights that have made
the show so popular.

a prairie home companion joke show: Performing Marginality Joanne R. Gilbert, 2004 An
academic study of stand-up comedy performed by females. This will aid in the understanding of
power structures in our society.

a prairie home companion joke show: Taking a Shower Lake Nofer, 2014-04-09 Lake Nofer
was born in Columbus, Ohio, but moved to the LA area as a baby and grew up in the San Fernando
Valley. She attended California State University, Northridge, studying music, then switching to
theater and getting her degree in Theater. She was a tour guide at Universal Studios and then went
to work in the box offi ce of the, now defunct, Los Angeles Theater Center. While still at the tour she
was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. Finally, after working at the theater for less than a year she
had to quit, due to the fatigue of MS. Today she lives in an apartment that was built for disabled
people who can live independently. Once a week she volunteers at Learning Allies, reading for
textbooks on tape. She enjoys cooking, reading, writing and having adventures.

a prairie home companion joke show: Laughter, The Best Medicine: Those Lovable Pets
Editors of Reader's Digest, 2012-02-02 People are funny, but so are the animals we love-and our
day-to-day relationships with them can be even more entertaining. Dogs and cats obviously rule the
comedic roost, but parrots, parakeets, and other talking birds are often an endless source of
amusement as well. Even our connection to bunnies, hamsters, and the occasional white rat can
evoke a good laugh. The 500-plus pet anecdotes, cartoons, and quotes in Laughter Is The Best
Medicine: Those Lovable Pets have been collected from more than eight decades' worth of Reader's
Digest magazines and are guaranteed to cheer up your day. You'll meet the woman whose dog
trembled at the Beware of Dog sign in their front yard until she told him, Relax! It's you!; the vet
whose advice to a woman whose cat had swallowed lots of unpopped popcorn was, first, keep him
out of the sun; the mother-in-law who concealed her way-too-plump piglet's weight loss pills in ice
cream; and much more. Our furry or fine feathered friends not only warm our hearts but also amuse
us (and our joke writers, too) with their antics-one reason, no doubt, the market for this book is so
vast: At the minimum, 40 percent of American households own at least one pet.

a prairie home companion joke show: Nature Wars Jim Sterba, 2013-11-12 For four
hundred years, explorers, traders, and settlers plundered North American wildlife in an escalating



rampage, but in the twentieth century an incredible turnaround took place. Conservationists created
wildlife sanctuaries, restored habitats, and imposed regulations on hunters and trappers. Over
decades, they nursed many wild populations back to health. Then, after World War II, something
happened that conservationists hadn’t foreseen: sprawl. People moved into suburbs, and then kept
moving outward. All the while, well-meaning efforts to protect animals allowed wild populations to
burgeon out of control, causing damage costing billions, degrading ecosystems, and touching off
disputes that polarized communities. The result is a mix of people and wildlife that should be an
animal-lover’s dream, but often turns into a sprawl-dweller’s nightmare. Deeply researched,
eloquently written, and perceptively humorous, Nature Wars expresses the need for organic
reconnection with our natural ecosystem by offering a provocative look at how Americans created an
inadvertent mess.

a prairie home companion joke show: The Learner Thomas Franklin Warren, 2018-05-02 The
ministry is difficult. So much is asked of you, and expectations are high. It’s hard to please everyone,
and hurt can fester and grow, especially when matters stay unresolved. In The Learner, young
pastor Christopher Ek confronts the challenges of leading his church, while trying to become a
better golfer. Golf—when taken seriously—is hard. Some say it’s a metaphor for life: just when
players think they have discovered its secrets, the game turns on them. Nothing works. But a
gorgeous shot on the last hole of a disappointing day will bring them back for more, and suggest that
there is hope. And there is, for a while, but the Sisyphean cycle continues, no matter the skill of the
player. Like life and church, golf is a game full of hope and frustration. Grappling with these
matters, Pastor Ek confronts the forcefulness of the youth of his church, who are learning about
homelessness in their midst. Before long, they develop big ideas and seem to be taking over the
congregation. Out in the pews members are asking: “What are our children up to? Are we a place of
G-0-d or g-o-1-f?” and “who is this foxy new liturgist?”

a prairie home companion joke show: Country Music Humorists and Comedians Loyal Jones,
2008-10-08 An exhaustive reference detailing the mirth and music of country music humorists and
comedians

a prairie home companion joke show: Voices Against Silence Holder, Alan, 2015-03 Voices
Against Silence: employs a variety of tones, ranging from the deadly serious to the humorous, as,
celebrating language, it addresses materials drawn from both the human and natural worlds. In
poems that are always accessible, its focus is sometimes on the specific and near at hand, sometimes
on large questions arising from the human condition. In accordance with this, it stands ready, at one
moment, to contemplate a pet cat, at another, the cosmos.

a prairie home companion joke show: Garrison Keillor Judith Yaross Lee, 1991

a prairie home companion joke show: Pretty Good Joke Book , 2005 The Pretty Good Joke
Book includes all of the jokes from the first nine Prairie Home Companion Joke Shows'hundreds of
jokes about every subject from blondes to lawyers to chickens to relationships. From one-liners and
puns to jokes about the headlines, this book covers the field. Guys walk into bars, light bulbs get
changed, doors are knocked on, and insults fly in this treasury of hilarity from one of America's
favorite radio shows, audience-tested and certified Pretty Good.

a prairie home companion joke show: Tuscan Intrigue Rosalind Burgundy, 2005-05
Searching for the elusive criminals who left her famous father comatose after a bomb blast, cultural
arts historian and quasi-archeologist, Amanda Oliver stumbles into a world of thugs, tomb robbers,
obsessed archeologists and greedy collectors seeking a priceless Etruscan sarcophagus. Putty Face's
footsteps crunched on the gravel behind me. His erratic breathing, panting like a thirsty animal,
paralyzed me. I opened my mouth to protest but no sound came. In a split second, the pressure of
his hands on my back told his intentions. He shoved hard. I pitched forward and the ground under
my feet disappeared. My arms flailed clumsily when I grabbed out for something to stop my fall but
met only air. His fierce thrust sped my descent and I tumbled uncontrollably, bouncing off bare rock
outcroppings, each slam increasing my dizziness, bruising and weakening me. Mercifully, I blacked
out.



a prairie home companion joke show: 1001 Illustrations That Connect Craig Brian
Larson, Phyllis Ten Elshof, 2009-01-06 Every preacher, teacher, or writer knows the value of a good
illustration in helping connect the truth of the passage with the congregation or class—and how hard
it is to come up with good illustrations week after week. This book contains the cream of the crop:
1001 illustrations carefully selected from among thousands on Christianity Today International’s
popular website PreachingToday.com. These illustrations are proven, memorable, and illuminating.
As the saying goes, they will preach! And they’re fresh, all written within the past seven years. Of
course the best illustrations are no good if you can't find the right one. These illustrations have been
arranged according to twelve master topics, each divided into several subtopics. Further, they’ve
been indexed according both to Bible references and to 500 keywords. A searchable CD-ROM is
included, allowing you to get the illustration into your lesson or sermon with ease.

a prairie home companion joke show: Mennonites and Media: Mentioned in It, Maligned by
It, and Makers of It Steven P. Carpenter, 2014-12-31 Anabaptists and Mennonites have often been
the subject of media scrutiny: sometimes admired, at other times maligned. Luther called them
schwarmar, a German word meaning fanatics that alludes to a swarm of bees. In contrast, American
independent film producer John Sayles drew inspiration from Mennonite conscientious objectors for
his 1987 award-winning film, Matewan. Voltaire's Candide features a virtuous Anabaptist. Oscar
Wilde's play The Importance of Being Earnest contains an Anabaptist reference. An Anabaptist
chaplain is central to Joseph Heller's antiwar classic, Catch-22. President Lincoln and General
Stonewall Jackson both had something to say about Mennonites. Garrison Keillor tells Mennonite
jokes. These are just a few of the dozens of fascinating media references, dating from the early
1500s through the present, which are chronicled and analyzed here. Mennonites, although often
considered media-shy, have in fact used media to great advantage in shaping their faith and identity.
Beginning with the Martyrs Mirror, this book examines the writings of Mennonite authors John
Howard Yoder, Donald Kraybill, Rudy Wiebe, Rhoda Janzen, and Malcolm Gladwell. Citing books,
film, art, theater, and Ngram, the online culturomic tool developed by Harvard University and
Google, the author demonstrates that Mennonites punch above their weight class in the media, and
especially in print.

a prairie home companion joke show: Essentials of Christian Theology William C. Placher,
2003-10-31 This splendid introductory textbook for Christian theology presents two essays by
leading scholars on each of the major theological questions. William Placher provides an excellent
discussion of the history and current state of each doctrine while the essays explore the key
elements and contemporary issues relating to these important theological concepts.

a prairie home companion joke show: Wild Things Sidney I. Dobrin, Kenneth B. Kidd, 2004
Today's children are occupied with activities taking place in settings that are isolated from nature or
are simulations of the earth's natural environment. This text examines the ways in which literature,
media, and other cultural forms for young people address nature, place, and ecology.

a prairie home companion joke show: A Prairie Home Companion Pretty Good Joke
Book , 2009 The Pretty Good Joke Book includes all of the jokes from the first nine Prairie Home
Companion Joke Shows.
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