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**A Man of Honor: The Autobiography of Joseph Bonanno**

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno offers a rare and compelling glimpse into
the life of one of the most notorious figures in American organized crime history. Joseph Bonanno,
also known as "Joe Bananas," was a prominent Mafia boss whose story intertwines with the complex,
shadowy world of the Italian-American Mafia. His autobiography is not just a recounting of criminal
exploits; it is a candid reflection on loyalty, family, power, and survival within a secretive underworld.
For readers fascinated by true crime, Mafia history, or the dynamics of organized crime, this book
provides invaluable insights.

The Life Behind the Legend: Joseph Bonanno’s Early
Years

Before Joseph Bonanno became a household name linked to the Mafia, he was a young man from
Castellammare del Golfo, a small town in Sicily. His autobiography traces his roots in this tight-knit
community, where family honor and loyalty were paramount values. Understanding Bonanno's
upbringing is crucial to grasping why he lived by a strict code of conduct that he termed “a man of
honor.”

From Sicily to America

The immigration journey of Bonanno’s family to the United States during the early 20th century was a
defining moment. Like many Italian immigrants, they sought better opportunities but also found
themselves navigating a new world with unfamiliar challenges. Joseph Bonanno’s narrative reveals
how the immigrant experience shaped his identity and his eventual rise in the criminal underworld.

Inside the Mafia: The Rise of a Boss

A key element of *a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno* is the detailed account of
the Mafia’s inner workings. Bonanno’s story sheds light on how Mafia families operated, the
importance of alliances, and the brutal consequences of betrayal.

Building a Criminal Empire

Bonanno explains how he built his influence through a combination of shrewd negotiation, strategic
marriages, and sometimes ruthless action. The book discusses the structure of the Mafia family, the
roles of capos, soldiers, and associates, and the unwritten rules that maintained order within this



clandestine society.

The Code of Omerta

Central to Bonanno's life was the code of silence known as *Omerta*. This unwritten law forbids
cooperation with authorities and serves as the backbone of Mafia loyalty. Bonanno’s reflections on
Omerta highlight the complexities of maintaining secrecy and trust in a world rife with paranoia and
danger.

The Bonanno Crime Family and Mafia Wars

Joseph Bonanno’s autobiography is not only a personal memoir but also a historical document
chronicling Mafia wars and power struggles, especially within the Bonanno crime family.

The Mafia Commission and Power Dynamics

Bonanno was a member of the Mafia Commission, the governing body that mediated disputes among
families. His book provides a firsthand perspective on the political maneuvering and violent
confrontations that defined the Mafia landscape during the mid-20th century.

The “Banana War” and Its Aftermath

One of the most turbulent periods in Bonanno’s life was the "Banana War," an internal conflict within
the family that almost led to its destruction. The autobiography captures the tension, betrayals, and
near-fatal consequences of this violent feud, offering readers a gripping narrative of survival and
resilience.

Lessons on Loyalty and Leadership from a Man of
Honor

Beyond the criminal activities, Bonanno’s autobiography offers lessons on leadership and loyalty that
transcend the Mafia context.

Family First: The Bonanno Philosophy

Bonanno often emphasized the importance of family — not only biological but the Mafia family as
well. His reflections suggest that loyalty and honor, while sometimes expressed through harsh means,
were guiding principles in his decisions.



The Duality of Power and Responsibility

Leading a criminal organization required balancing power with responsibility to protect one’s people.
Bonanno’s candid recounting reveals the burdens and moral dilemmas faced by those at the top of
the Mafia hierarchy.

The Cultural Impact of Joseph Bonanno’s Story

The autobiography has had a profound influence on popular culture and our understanding of the
Mafia.

Shaping Public Perception of the Mafia

Before the proliferation of Mafia-themed movies and TV shows, Bonanno’s autobiography helped
humanize the figures behind the headlines. His personal narrative added depth to a world often
sensationalized or stereotyped.

Inspiration for Crime Literature and Media

Many crime novels, films, and documentaries have drawn inspiration from Bonanno’s life story. The
themes of honor, betrayal, and family loyalty resonate deeply, influencing portrayals of organized
crime for decades.

Why “A Man of Honor” Remains Relevant Today

Even decades after its publication, *a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno* continues
to captivate readers interested in crime history and human psychology.

Insights into the Human Side of Crime

Bonanno's narrative transcends the usual crime story by revealing the human emotions and
motivations behind criminal acts. His reflections on trust, fear, and survival make the book a
compelling study of character.

Understanding Organized Crime’s Enduring Legacy

The book offers critical insights into how organized crime families operate and adapt over time. For
researchers, law enforcement, and enthusiasts alike, Bonanno’s account provides valuable context for



understanding the ongoing challenges posed by such organizations.

Tips for Readers Approaching the Autobiography

For those new to Mafia literature or Joseph Bonanno's story, here are some tips to enhance the
reading experience:

Keep historical context in mind: Understanding the era in which Bonanno lived adds depth
to his experiences.

central to the narrative.

Don’t expect glamorization: The book presents a raw and sometimes uncomfortable look at
Mafia life, avoiding romanticized portrayals.

Use supplementary materials: Reading about Mafia history and the Bonanno crime family
can provide additional background and clarity.

Exploring *a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno* is not only an engaging literary
journey but also a window into a secretive world that has fascinated and terrified the public for
generations. Joseph Bonanno’s story remains a powerful testament to the complexities of human
nature and the consequences of living by a code that places honor above all else.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Man of Honor: The Autobiography of Joseph
Bonanno' about?

It is the autobiography of Joseph Bonanno, a prominent Mafia boss, detailing his life, rise to power,
and experiences within organized crime.

Who is Joseph Bonanno?

Joseph Bonanno was a notorious Mafia boss who led the Bonanno crime family, one of the Five
Families that dominate organized crime activities in New York City.

When was 'A Man of Honor' published?

'A Man of Honor' was first published in 1983.

Focus on the themes: Pay attention to recurring ideas of honor, loyalty, and family, which are



What themes are explored in Joseph Bonanno's
autobiography?

The autobiography explores themes such as loyalty, power, family, crime, honor among thieves, and
the inner workings of the Mafia.

How does Joseph Bonanno portray himself in his
autobiography?

Bonanno portrays himself as a man of principle and honor who was deeply committed to his family
and his code of ethics, despite his involvement in criminal activities.

What significant events in Mafia history does the book cover?

The book covers significant events like the Castellammarese War, the formation of the Mafia
Commission, and Bonanno's own kidnapping and internal family conflicts.

Why is 'A Man of Honor' considered an important book in true
crime literature?

‘A Man of Honor' offers an insider's perspective on the Mafia from one of its most influential figures,
providing rare firsthand accounts and insights into organized crime's structure and culture.

Additional Resources

**A Man of Honor: The Autobiography of Joseph Bonanno - An Investigative Review**

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno offers an extraordinary glimpse into the
life of one of the most notorious figures in American organized crime history. Joseph Bonanno, a
former mafia boss, provides a firsthand account of his rise to power, his personal philosophy, and the
complex dynamics within the Mafia. This book is not only a memoir but also a critical document for
understanding the internal workings and cultural codes of the Italian-American underworld. As an
autobiography, it stands apart by presenting a narrative crafted by a man often depicted through the
lens of law enforcement and popular media, thus adding a vital perspective rarely available to the
public.

The book’s title itself, *A Man of Honor*, encapsulates the central theme that Bonanno repeatedly
emphasizes: the concept of "honor" as perceived within the Mafia framework. Unlike sensationalized
portrayals of mobsters as mere criminals, Bonanno attempts to humanize himself and his associates,
portraying them as men bound by loyalty, respect, and a strict code of conduct. This narrative
approach challenges readers to reconsider preconceived notions about organized crime figures and
their motivations.

Contextualizing Joseph Bonanno’s Life and Legacy



Joseph Bonanno's life story is inseparable from the broader history of the American Mafia, particularly
the Bonanno crime family, one of the infamous Five Families of New York. His autobiography sheds
light on the evolution of organized crime throughout the 20th century, from its immigrant roots to its
entrenchment in American society. Bonanno’s reflections provide valuable insights into the alliances,
betrayals, and power struggles that characterized Mafia operations in the post-Prohibition era.

Unlike many crime autobiographies that glamorize illicit activities, *A Man of Honor* offers a more
nuanced portrayal of the costs and consequences of a life in the Mafia. Bonanno narrates episodes of
violence, internal family disputes, and the constant threat of law enforcement scrutiny. His account
includes both triumphs and setbacks, painting a complex picture of resilience and vulnerability.

Thematic Exploration: Honor and Loyalty in the Mafia

At the heart of *A Man of Honor* lies Bonanno’s exploration of the Mafia’s code of honor, which serves
as a binding force among its members. This code includes obligations such as secrecy (omerta),
loyalty to the family, and a strict hierarchy. Bonanno presents these values not merely as rules but as
a cultural identity that shaped his worldview from childhood through adulthood.

The autobiography delves into several key incidents that illustrate how honor dictated decisions and
actions. For instance, Bonanno recounts his efforts to maintain peace within the Five Families, even
when personal interests were at stake. He also discusses his eventual fall from grace, which stemmed
partly from internal conflicts and challenges to his authority, highlighting the fragile nature of respect
and power in organized crime.

Literary Style and Authenticity

One notable feature of *A Man of Honor the autobiography of Joseph Bonanno* is its straightforward,
unembellished prose. Bonanno writes with the pragmatism of a man who has lived through decades
of upheaval. The narrative avoids excessive dramatization, focusing instead on factual recounting and
personal reflection. This style enhances the book’s credibility, distinguishing it from sensational crime
memoirs.

The autobiography is also supplemented by contextual details that enrich the reader’s understanding
of Mafia culture. Bonanno offers descriptions of rituals, meetings, and the everyday operations of his
crime family. This ethnographic quality makes the book a valuable resource not only for readers
interested in crime history but also for scholars studying organized crime as a social phenomenon.

Comparisons with Other Mafia Memoirs

When compared to other mafia autobiographies, such as those by Sammy Gravano or Henry Hill,
Bonanno’s memoir stands out for its emphasis on tradition and the philosophical underpinnings of the
Mafia lifestyle. While other accounts often focus on betrayal and cooperation with law enforcement,
Bonanno's narrative resists such themes, maintaining a tone of dignity and self-justification.

This difference highlights the diversity within mafia literature and reflects varied personal



experiences. Bonanno’s status as a long-term boss provides a perspective from the top of the
hierarchy, contrasting with memoirs by lower-ranking members. For readers seeking a comprehensive
understanding of the Mafia’s inner workings, *A Man of Honor* is a crucial piece of the puzzle.

Key Features and Takeaways from the Autobiography

* First-Person Perspective: Offers an insider’s view from one of the original Mafia bosses in
America.

¢ Historical Context: Covers mafia history spanning the early 1900s through the mid-century
gangland wars.

e Cultural Insights: Explores Sicilian traditions and values that influenced Mafia codes.

¢ Personal Reflections: Reveals Bonanno’s thoughts on morality, loyalty, and the consequences
of his life choices.

» Detailed Accounts: Includes descriptions of key Mafia events, family dynamics, and power
struggles.

These features make the book a multidimensional work, blending autobiography with historical
narrative and cultural analysis. Readers gain a deeper appreciation of the Mafia not just as a criminal
entity but as a social institution shaped by complex human interactions.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite its strengths, *A Man of Honor* has faced criticism for potentially romanticizing mafia life and
omitting certain criminal activities or their victims. Skeptics argue that Bonanno’s portrayal may be
biased, aiming to justify or soften the harsh realities of organized crime. Additionally, some factual
discrepancies have been pointed out by historians and law enforcement accounts, raising questions
about the reliability of certain anecdotes.

Nevertheless, this does not diminish the book’s value as a primary source. Instead, it highlights the
importance of critical reading and cross-referencing with other materials to form a balanced
understanding of Joseph Bonanno’s life and legacy.

SEO Considerations and Relevance in Crime Literature

*a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno* remains highly relevant in the domain of true
crime literature and mafia studies. Its unique combination of personal narrative and cultural
exposition makes it a sought-after title for researchers, students, and crime enthusiasts. Incorporating
LSI keywords such as “Joseph Bonanno mafia boss,” “Bonanno crime family history,” “mafia



n ou

autobiography,” “organized crime memoir,” and “Mafia code of honor” ensures that this article meets
SEO best practices while maintaining reader engagement.

The book’s prominence is also reflected in its frequent citation in scholarly works and crime
documentaries, further solidifying its place as an authoritative source on Mafia history. Its influence
extends beyond literary circles into popular culture, where the Bonanno family remains a symbol of
the complex interplay between crime, family, and identity.

In conclusion, *A Man of Honor: The Autobiography of Joseph Bonanno* provides an invaluable, if
sometimes contentious, window into the life of one of the Mafia’s most significant figures. Through its
detailed recounting and philosophical insights, the book enriches our understanding of organized
crime’s human dimensions, challenging readers to look beyond stereotypes and consider the intricate
social fabric that binds such clandestine organizations.

A Man Of Honor The Autobiography Of Joseph Bonanno

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: A Man of Honor Joseph Bonanno,
Sergio Lalli, 1984 Friendships, connections, family ties, trust, loyalty, obedience-this was the 'glue’
that held us together. These were the principles that the greatest Mafia Boss if Bosses, Joseph
Bonnano, lived by. Born in Castellammare del Golfo, Sicily, Bonnano found his future amid the
whiskey-running, riotous streets of Prohibition America in 1924, when he illegally entered the
United States to pursue his dreams. By the age of only twenty-six, Bonnano became a Don. He would
eventually take over the New York underworld, igniting the Castellammarese War, one of the
bloodiest Family battles ever to hit New York City... Now, in this candid and stunning memoir, Joe
Bonanno-likely a model for Don Corleone in the blockbuster movie The Godfather-takes readers
inside the world of the real Mafia. He reveals the inner workings of New York's Five
Families-Bonanno, Gambino, Profaci, Lucchese, and Genovese-and uncovers how the Mafia not only
dominated local businesses, but also influenced national politics. A fascinating glimpse into the
world of crime, A Man of Honor is an unforgettable account of one of the most powerful crime
figures in America's history.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: A Man of Honor Joseph Bonanno,
1987

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Corrupt Histories Emmanuel Kreike,
William C. Jordan, 2004 Corruption is a preoccupation of governments and societies across place
and time, from the 18th-19th Century British, Chinese, and Iberian empires to 20th Century Nazi
Germany, Russia, the United States, and India. This study offers three different perspectives on
corruption. The first chapters highlight corrupt practices, taking as a point of departure a
technocratic definition of corruption. The second part of the book views corruption through the lens
of discourses of corruption, revealing that accusations of corruption have been employed as tools,
often in the context of contestations of power. The essays in the third part of the book treat
corruption as a process, taking into account its causes and effects and their impact on society,
economics, and politics. Contributors: Jeremy Adelman, Virginie Coulloudon, William Doyle, Diego
Gambetta, Norman ]J. W. Goda, Robert Gregg, Michael Johnston, William Chester Jordan, Emmanuel
Kreike, Vinod Pavarala, Dilip Simeon, Pierre-Etienne Will, David Witwer, Philip Woodfine William
Chester Jordan is Professor of History at Princeton University; Emmanuel Kreike is Assistant
Professor of African History and Director of the African Studies Program at Princeton University

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: A Man of Honor Joseph Bonanno,
Sergio Lalli, 1983
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a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: G. T. Harrell, 2008-09 Seldom, if
ever, has a writer been given access to a former major drug dealer in the Mafia underworld and
three generations of family members that followed. After nearly two years of interviews and
subsequent research, it has been discovered that a close relative of the family was one of the most
powerful figures in the Mafia from the 1940s to the mid 1990s, yet his identity until now has never
been revealed. He was the consigliere for all of the American Mafia. The book tells in detail the life
and times of a family who escaped the threat of Fascism in Sicily at the turn of the century and the
rise of one of the children to a major figure in the Mob. Another sibling returned from a tragic life in
an orphanage only to become an adept criminal. He ultimately spent twenty years off and on in
prison with the Whos Who of the Mafia, men who became friends and had secret stories to tell. After
prison, he became one of the pioneers of Off Off Broadway in NYC and later was responsible for the
regeneration of Little Italy in the Lower East Side of NYC. The book details the influence and
protection afforded later generations of the family to this day. It offers a unique insight into the real
life of people during this 100 year period. Myths about the Mob are disclosed and inaccuracies in the
history of the Mafia are corrected. It is a very compelling epic true story. It is a book you will not be
able to put down. Look on www.mafiasecretjudge.com for further details.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Borgata Louis Ferrante, 2024-01-02
A riveting history of the Mafia from 1860s Sicily to 1960s America—as narrated by a former heist
expert and Gambino family mobster. The mafia has long held a powerful sway over our collective
cultural imagination. But how many of us truly understand how a clandestine Sicilian criminal
organization came to exert its influence over nearly every level of American society? In Borgata: Rise
of Empire, former mobster Louis Ferrante pulls back the curtain on the criminal organization that
transformed America. From the potent political cauldron of nineteenth-century Sicily to New
Orleans, New York and the gangster paradise of Las Vegas, Ferrante traces the social, economic,
and political forces that powered the mafia’s unstoppable rise. Ferrante’s vivid portrayal of early
American mobsters—Lucky Luciano, Vito Genovese, Frank Costello, and Meyer Lansky—fills in
crucial gaps of the mafia narrative to deliver the most comprehensive account yet of the world’s
most famous criminal fraternity. Borgata: Rise of Empire—the first in a three-volume epic history—is
a groundbreaking achievement from a man who has seen it all from the inside. In this masterful
accomplishment, Ferrante takes the reader from the mafia’s inauspicious beginnings to the height of
their power as the most influential criminal network in the country.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Italian Rebels Raymond Angelo
Belliotti, 2022-12-13 This interdisciplinary work philosophically analyzes the role of positive duties in
moral theory, the efficacy of theocratic republicanism, viable strategies for political revolutions, the
implications of an enduring Sicilian ethos, and the profits and perils of the individual-community
continuum, in service of distinctive interpretations of the lives and ideologies of Giuseppe Mazzini,
Antonio Gramsci, and Salvatore Giuliano. Il Risorgimento Italiano, the national unification
movement, refers to the period from 1821, the initial unsuccessful Milanese and Piedmontese
insurrections against Austria, to 1870, the annexing of Rome into the Kingdom of Italy, which itself
was established in 1861. The movement and its aftermath hovered over the lives of the Genoese
republican prophet of Italian liberation and unification, the Sardinian communist political theorist
imprisoned by The Black Shirts, and the Sicilian separatist murdering and fighting for his life and
the honor of his island. By dissecting the lives and philosophies of Mazzini, Gramsci, and Giuliano, by
extracting moral, political, and existential lessons from their aspirations and enterprises, by
reflecting on their ideals from our divergent social context, by evaluating their virtues and vices
from a wider perspective, we may confront the people that we are and reimagine the people we
might become.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: American Mafia Thomas Reppetto,
2024-03-26 Reppetto's book earns its place among the best . . . he brings fresh context to a familiar
story worth retelling. — The New York Times Book Review Organized crime—the Italian American
kind—has long been a source of popular entertainment and legend. Now Thomas Reppetto provides



a balanced history of the Mafia's rise—from the 1880s to the post-WWII era—that is as exciting and
readable as it is authoritative. Structuring his narrative around a series of case histories featuring
such infamous characters as Lucky Luciano and Al Capone, Reppetto draws on a lifetime of field
experience and access to unseen documents to show us a locally grown Mafia. It wasn't until the
1920s, thanks to Prohibition, that the Mafia assumed what we now consider its defining
characteristics, especially its octopuslike tendency to infiltrate industry and government. At
mid-century the Kefauver Commission declared the Mafia synonymous with Union Siciliana; in the
1960s the FBI finally admitted the Mafia's existence under the name La Cosa Nostra. American
Mafia is a fascinating look at America's most compelling criminal subculture from an author who is
intimately acquainted with both sides of the street.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Mob Star: The Story of John Gotti
Gene Mustain, Jerry Capeci, 2002-07-01 He was a little-known wiseguy out of Howard Beach,
Queens, who blasted his way into the public eye with the assassination of Gambino Family boss Paul
Castellano in December 1985, a rubout that’s the stuff of Mafia legend. Ruthless, cunning, and
tougher than the streets that produced him, John Gotti seized control of the nation’s most powerful
crime family, beat the law on rap after rap, and became an American legend. First published in 1988
and fully revised and updated for this edition, Mob Star traced John Gotti’s spectacular rise and
eventual downfall after the betrayal of his closest ally, Salvatore “Sammy Bull” Gravano. At his
death, ten years after he was jailed for life and four years after he began battling cancer, John Gotti
was still the biggest name in today’s Mafia.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Rogues' Gallery John Oller,
2022-09-20 From the beginnings of big-city police work to the rise of the Mafia, Rogues' Gallery is a
colorful and captivating history of crime and punishment in the bustling streets of Old New York.
Rogues' Gallery is a sweeping, epic tale of two revolutions, one feeding off the other, that played out
on the streets of New York City during an era known as the Gilded Age. For centuries, New York had
been a haven of crime. A thief or murderer not caught in the act nearly always got away. But in the
early 1870s, an Irish cop by the name of Thomas Byrnes developed new ways to catch criminals.
Mug shots and daily lineups helped witnesses point out culprits; the famed rogues' gallery allowed
police to track repeat offenders; and the third-degree interrogation method induced recalcitrant
crooks to confess. Byrnes worked cases methodically, interviewing witnesses, analyzing crime
scenes, and developing theories that helped close the books on previously unsolvable crimes. Yet as
policing became ever more specialized and efficient, crime itself began to change. Robberies became
bolder and more elaborate, murders grew more ruthless and macabre, and the street gangs of old
transformed into hierarchal criminal enterprises, giving birth to organized crime, including the
Mafia. As the decades unfolded, corrupt cops and clever criminals at times blurred together, giving
way to waves of police reform at the hands of men like Theodore Roosevelt. This is a tale of
unforgettable characters: Marm Mandelbaum, a matronly German-immigrant woman who paid off
cops and politicians to protect her empire of fencing stolen goods; Clubber Williams, a sadistic
policeman who wielded a twenty-six-inch club against suspects, whether they were guilty or not;
Danny Driscoll, the murderous leader of the Irish Whyos Gang and perhaps the first crime boss of
New York; Big Tim Sullivan, the corrupt Tammany Hall politician who shielded the Whyos from the
law; the suave Italian Paul Kelly and the thuggish Jewish gang leader Monk Eastman, whose rival
crews engaged in brawls and gunfights all over the Lower East Side; and Joe Petrosino, a
Sicilian-born detective who brilliantly pursued early Mafioso and Black Hand extortionists until a
fateful trip back to his native Italy. Set against the backdrop of New York's Gilded Age, with its
extremes of plutocratic wealth, tenement poverty, and rising social unrest, Rogues' Gallery is a
fascinating story of the origins of modern policing and organized crime in an eventful era with
echoes for our own time.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: A History of Leadership Morgen
Witzel, 2019-12-06 The evolution of leadership into a widely accepted concept occurred without any
shared understanding and acceptance of its meaning and relevance in contemporary society. Why do




some people become leaders? What is the source and legitimacy of leadership power? This book
journeys into the heart of the relationship between leaders and followers, the social space and the
arena where both contest and collaboration take place and leadership itself is played out. In the
book, Morgen Witzel moves beyond traditional traits and skills framing, offering a fresh, historical
analysis that involves many different actors with different motives and needs. By analysing the
evolution of power relationships, the book analyses the interactions around how power is used and
control is bargained for to illuminate the centrepiece of leadership. A wide-ranging history of a
slippery subject, this book provides students, scholars and reflective practitioners with an empirical,
historical base on which to test their own ideas and experiences.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Second String Red Albert Vetere
Lannon, 1999-01-01 In this fascinating biography, Albert Lannon, son of Al Lannon, offers a
scholarly look at his father's life and development as an American Communist. Beginning with Al
Lannon's days as a teenage runaway and following his career in the Party, the author utilizes
primary and secondary sources to document this extraordinary life in depth. Concluding the book
with his own perspectives on his father's life, Lannon presents a unique and personal view of this
important figure in American labor history. Second String Red will be of great interest to scholars of
American trade unionism and communism.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Borgata: Clash of Titans Louis
Ferrante, 2025-01-07 This epic three-volume history of the mafia continues with Borgata: Clash of
Titans, covering 1960 to 1985, as the mob comes into conflict with the American political elite—and
confronts internal wars that will shake the organization to its foundations. The first serious external
threat to the mafia’s existence in America comes from U.S. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,
who repeatedly expresses his desire to eradicate organized crime in America. Kennedy unleashes
the full force of the U.S. Justice Department, including a slumbering FBI that Kennedy will drag into
the fray, to the apparent dismay of long-time FBI Director ]J. Edgar Hoover. The mafia’s unforgiving
response is executed by Louisiana don Carlos Marcello along with Florida don Santo Trafficante,
who together take aim at the attorney general’s brother, the president of the United States. With the
president dead and the attorney general out of office, things return to normal for the mob—but
internal problems begin to appear within a number of borgatas, shaking the mafia to its core.
Mobster Joe Valachi becomes the first-ever public informant when he testifies before a senate
sub-committee, while Brooklyn mobsters Larry, Albert, and Crazy Joe Gallo launch an insurrection
against the founder and leader of their borgata, Joe Profaci. While the Gallo-Profaci civil war is
winding down, don Joe Bonanno challenges the mafia’s ruling body, the Commission, in a situation
that decides if the Commission’s central authority can overpower the autonomy of each individual
boss. As he did in the first volume of this epic history, Louis Ferrante continues to debunk myths
while adding new insights into other mafia mysteries, such as the feud between mafia capo Anthony
“Tony Pro” Provenzano and union leader Jimmy Hoffa, revealing the most plausible scenario of why
Hoffa died, how he was killed, and what happened to his body.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: The Money Trail Robert G. Folsom,
2010 The untold story of the man who followed the money to bust Al Capone and clean up America's
first great crime wave.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Mob Girl Teresa Carpenter,
2016-12-13 From the Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter and author of Missing Beauty comes a
fascinating inside look at the mafia. Growing up among racketeers on the Lower East Side of New
York City, Arlyne Brickman associated with mobsters. Drawn to the glamorous and flashy lifestyle,
she was soon dating wiseguys and running errands for them; but after years as a mob girlfriend,
Arlyne began to get in on the action herself—eventually becoming a police informant and major
witness in the government's case against the Colombo crime family.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Benjamin “"Bugsy" Siegel Larry D.
Gragg, 2015-01-16 This intriguing biography recounts the life of the legendary Benjamin Bugsy
Siegel, revealing his true role in the development of Las Vegas and debunking some of the common



myths about his notoriety. This account of the life of Benjamin Bugsy Siegel follows his beginnings in
the Lower East Side of New York to his role in the development of the famous Flamingo Hotel and
Casino. Larry D. Gragg examines Siegel's image as portrayed in popular culture, dispels the myths
about Siegel's contribution to the founding of Las Vegas, and reveals some of the more lurid details
about his life. Unlike previous biographies, this book is the first to make use of more than 2,400
pages of FBI files on Siegel, referencing documents about the reputed gangster in the New York City
Municipal Archives and reviewing the 1950-51 testimony before the Senate Committee on organized
crime. Chapters cover his early involvement with gangs in New York, his emergence as a favorite
among the Hollywood elite in the late 1930s, his lucrative exploits in illegal gambling and horse
racing, and his opening of the fabulous Flamingo in 1946. The author also draws upon the
recollections of Siegel's eldest daughter to reveal a side of the mobster never before studied—the
nature of his family life.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Prohibition Gangsters Marc
Mappen, 2013-06-06 Master story teller Marc Mappen applies a generational perspective to the
gangsters of the Prohibition era—men born in the quarter century span from 1880 to 1905—who
came to power with the Eighteenth Amendment. On January 16, 1920, the Eighteenth Amendment to
the Constitution went into effect in the United States, “outlawing the manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating liquors.” A group of young criminals from immigrant backgrounds in
cities around the nation stepped forward to disobey the law of the land in order to provide alcohol to
thirsty Americans. Today the names of these young men—Al Capone, Lucky Luciano, Dutch Schultz,
Legs Diamond, Nucky Johnson—are more familiar than ever, thanks in part to such cable programs
as Boardwalk Empire. Here, Mappen strips way the many myths and legends from television and
movies to describe the lives these gangsters lived and the battles they fought. Placing their criminal
activities within the context of the issues facing the nation, from the Great Depression, government
crackdowns, and politics to sexual morality, immigration, and ethnicity, he also recounts what befell
this villainous group as the decades unwound. Making use of FBI and other government files, trial
transcripts, and the latest scholarship, the book provides a lively narrative of shootouts, car chases,
courtroom clashes, wire tapping, and rub-outs in the roaring 1920s, the Depression of the 1930s,
and beyond. Mappen asserts that Prohibition changed organized crime in America. Although their
activities were mercenary and violent, and they often sought to kill one another, the Prohibition
generation built partnerships, assigned territories, and negotiated treaties, however short lived.
They were able to transform the loosely associated gangs of the pre-Prohibition era into
sophisticated, complex syndicates. In doing so, they inspired an enduring icon—the gangster—in
American popular culture and demonstrated the nation’s ideals of innovation and initiative. View a
three minute video of Marc Mappen speaking about Prohibition Gangsters.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: The Two Mafias Salvatore Lupo,
2015-08-05 A realistic understanding of the mafia must avoid depictions both of a monolithic
organization and of localized, isolated groups. Here, renowned historian Salvatore Lupo analyzes the
mafia as a network of varied relationships and institutions, the result of a complex cultural and
social encounter that was shaped by multiple, diverse environments.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: Creole Italian Justin A. Nystrom,
2018-08 In Creole Italian, Justin A. Nystrom explores the influence Sicilian immigrants have had on
New Orleans foodways. His culinary journey follows these immigrants from their first impressions on
Louisiana food culture in the mid-1830s and along their path until the 1970s. Each chapter touches
on events that involved Sicilian immigrants and the relevancy of their lives and impact on New
Orleans. Sicilian immigrants cut sugarcane, sold groceries, ran truck farms, operated bars and
restaurants, and manufactured pasta. Citing these cultural confluences, Nystrom posits that the
significance of Sicilian influence on New Orleans foodways traditionally has been undervalued and
instead should be included, along with African, French, and Spanish cuisine, in the broad definition
of “creole.” Creole Italian chronicles how the business of food, broadly conceived, dictated the
reasoning, means, and outcomes for a large portion of the nearly forty thousand Sicilian immigrants



who entered America through the port of New Orleans in the nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries and how their actions and those of their descendants helped shape the food town we know
today.

a man of honor the autobiography of joseph bonanno: The Oxford Handbook of American
Immigration and Ethnicity Ronald H. Bayor, 2016 What is the state of the field of immigration and
ethnic history; what have scholars learned about previous immigration waves; and where is the field
heading? These are the main questions as historians, linguists, sociologists, and political scientists in
this book look at past and contemporary immigration and ethnicity--Provided by publisher.
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