what is the history of hew mexico

The Rich and Complex History of New Mexico

what is the history of new mexico is a question that opens a window into one of the most
culturally diverse and historically rich regions in the United States. From ancient Native American
civilizations to European exploration, colonial struggles, and modern developments, New Mexico’s
past is a tapestry woven with stories of resilience, adaptation, and cultural fusion. Let’s embark on a
journey through time to understand how this unique state came to be.

Ancient Beginnings: The Indigenous Peoples of New
Mexico

Long before European explorers set foot in the region, New Mexico was home to numerous Native
American tribes with deep-rooted histories. The earliest inhabitants date back thousands of years,
with archaeological evidence showing that Paleo-Indians hunted and gathered in the area as far back
as 10,000 years ago.

The Pueblo Peoples and Their Legacy

One of the most significant groups in New Mexico’s history are the Pueblo peoples, who are renowned
for their distinctive adobe dwellings and complex societies. The Ancestral Puebloans, sometimes
called Anasazi, built impressive cliff dwellings and multistoried villages in places like Chaco Canyon
and Mesa Verde. Their architectural and agricultural innovations laid a foundation for the modern
Pueblo tribes such as the Taos, Zuni, and Acoma.

Other Native Tribes: Navajo and Apache

Alongside the Pueblo peoples, the Navajo and Apache tribes have played crucial roles in New Mexico’s
history. The Navajo Nation, known for their weaving and silverwork, settled in the region around the
15th century. The Apache, with their fierce warrior reputation, occupied much of southern and
western New Mexico. Understanding these indigenous cultures is essential when exploring what is the
history of New Mexico, as their influence continues to be felt today.

European Exploration and Spanish Colonization

The history of New Mexico took a dramatic turn in the late 16th century when European explorers
arrived. In 1540, Spanish conquistador Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led an expedition through the
region, searching for the legendary Seven Cities of Gold. Though the cities were mythical, this journey
marked the beginning of European interest in what would become New Mexico.



Establishment of Santa Fe

In 1598, Juan de Ofate established the first Spanish capital at San Juan de los Caballeros, but it was in
1610 that Santa Fe was founded as the permanent capital of the Spanish province of Nuevo México.
Santa Fe remains one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the United States and became a
center of Spanish colonial administration, culture, and religion.

Spanish Missions and Cultural Impact

The Spanish introduced Catholic missions throughout New Mexico, aiming to convert Native
Americans. These missions, such as the famous San Miguel Mission in Santa Fe, became focal points
for cultural exchange, but also sites of conflict and resistance. The blending of Native and Spanish
traditions during this period is a hallmark of New Mexico’s cultural identity.

Revolts and Changing Hands: The Struggle for Control

The colonial period was marked by tension between Spanish authorities and indigenous populations.
The most notable uprising was the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, where Pueblo warriors successfully expelled
the Spanish for over a decade. This event is a powerful testament to Native American resistance and
significantly altered the course of New Mexico’s history.

From Spanish to Mexican Rule

After nearly three centuries under Spanish rule, New Mexico became part of the newly independent
nation of Mexico in 1821. This transition brought new political dynamics and challenges, as Mexico
struggled to maintain control over its northern territories.

American Expansion and the Mexican-American War

The mid-19th century saw the United States push westward, leading to the Mexican-American War
(1846-1848). The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the war, ceding New Mexico to the United
States. This moment was pivotal, marking New Mexico’s entry into American governance but also
introducing new cultural and political complexities.

Territorial Era and Path to Statehood

Following the treaty, New Mexico became a U.S. territory. The period was characterized by rapid
growth, conflict, and the blending of cultures. Railroads expanded, bringing settlers and economic
opportunities, yet tensions remained between Native Americans, Hispanic residents, and Anglo
newcomers.



Native American Relations and Land Issues

Throughout the 19th century, Native American tribes faced forced relocations, loss of lands, and
military conflicts. The Navajo Long Walk, a forced march to an internment camp in the 1860s, is one
of the most tragic chapters in this era. Understanding these struggles is essential when exploring
what is the history of New Mexico because they shaped the social fabric of the state.

Statehood Achieved in 1912

After decades as a territory, New Mexico was admitted as the 47th state of the United States on
January 6, 1912. Statehood brought new political representation and opportunities, but the blending
of Native American, Hispanic, and Anglo cultures remained a defining characteristic.

Cultural Renaissance and Modern Developments

In the 20th century, New Mexico became a hub for artists, writers, and intellectuals drawn to its
unique landscape and cultural heritage. Figures like Georgia O’Keeffe and D.H. Lawrence found
inspiration here, contributing to a cultural renaissance that highlighted indigenous and Hispanic
traditions.

The Manhattan Project and World War Il

During World War Il, New Mexico played a critical role with the establishment of Los Alamos National
Laboratory, where the atomic bomb was developed. This scientific breakthrough had profound global
implications and placed New Mexico at the center of 20th-century history.

Tourism, Preservation, and Economic Growth

Today, New Mexico balances its historical legacy with economic development. Tourism thrives on
attractions like Santa Fe’s historic plaza, Carlsbad Caverns, and the annual Albuguerque International
Balloon Fiesta. Efforts to preserve Native American and Hispanic heritage sites continue to enrich the
state’s identity and appeal.

Exploring New Mexico’s History: Tips for Enthusiasts

For those eager to dive deeper into New Mexico’s past, here are some tips:

e Visit museums such as the New Mexico History Museum in Santa Fe to gain detailed insights.



e Explore Native American pueblos to experience living cultures firsthand.
e Take guided tours of historic Spanish missions and colonial sites.

e Attend cultural festivals to witness the vibrant mix of traditions.

These experiences provide a richer understanding of what is the history of New Mexico beyond
textbooks.

New Mexico’s history is a fascinating blend of ancient civilizations, colonial struggles, cultural fusion,
and modern innovation. Its story continues to evolve, reflecting the resilience and diversity of the
people who call it home. Whether you're a history buff or a curious traveler, delving into New Mexico’s
past offers endless discoveries and a deeper appreciation for this remarkable state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the origins of New Mexico before European contact?

Before European contact, New Mexico was inhabited by Indigenous peoples such as the Puebloans,
Navajo, and Apache, who had rich cultures and established settlements for thousands of years.

When did New Mexico become a part of Spain's territory?

New Mexico became part of Spain's territory in the late 16th century when Spanish explorers, led by
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, arrived in the region around 1540 and later established the province
of Santa Fe de Nuevo México in 1598.

How did New Mexico transition from Spanish to Mexican
control?

New Mexico transitioned from Spanish to Mexican control in 1821 when Mexico gained independence
from Spain, making New Mexico a Mexican territory.

When and how did New Mexico become a U.S. state?

New Mexico became a U.S. territory after the Mexican-American War in 1848 through the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo and was admitted as the 47th state of the United States on January 6, 1912.

What role did New Mexico play during the Manhattan Project
in World War II?

During World War Il, New Mexico was a key site for the Manhattan Project, the secret U.S. project to
develop the atomic bomb, with significant activities centered at Los Alamos National Laboratory.



Additional Resources
The Rich History of New Mexico: A Deep Dive into Its Past

what is the history of new mexico is a question that invites an exploration into one of the most
culturally diverse and historically significant regions in the United States. From its ancient indigenous
roots to its pivotal role in Spanish colonization, Mexican governance, and eventual American
statehood, New Mexico’s history is a tapestry of cultural encounters, conflict, and transformation.
Understanding the history of New Mexico not only sheds light on the state’s unique identity but also
provides insight into broader themes of colonization, migration, and cultural preservation in the
American Southwest.

Early Inhabitants and Indigenous Cultures

Long before European explorers set foot on what is now New Mexico, the area was inhabited by
Native American peoples whose presence dates back thousands of years. The region is home to some
of the oldest continuous cultures in North America, including the Ancestral Puebloans, Mogollon, and
Jornada Mogollon cultures. These groups developed sophisticated agricultural practices, intricate
pottery, and complex social structures.

The Ancestral Puebloans and Their Legacy

The Ancestral Puebloans, often referred to as the Anasazi, are renowned for their cliff dwellings and
pueblos, such as those found at Chaco Canyon and Mesa Verde. These structures, built between 900
and 1300 AD, reveal advanced architectural skills and a rich ceremonial life. The decline of these
early inhabitants around the 13th century remains a topic of scholarly debate, with theories ranging
from drought and resource depletion to social upheaval.

Modern Pueblo Peoples

Today, descendants of these early peoples include the 19 Pueblo tribes that still inhabit New Mexico,
preserving languages, traditions, and ceremonies that date back centuries. Their resilience and
cultural continuity are critical components of the state’s identity and contribute to New Mexico’s
reputation as a cultural crossroads.

Spanish Exploration and Colonization

The history of New Mexico took a significant turn in the late 16th century with the arrival of Spanish
explorers. In 1540, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led an expedition through the region in search of
the mythical Seven Cities of Gold, sparking European interest in the Southwest.



Establishment of the Province of Santa Fe de Nuevo México

In 1598, Juan de Ofate established the first Spanish capital near present-day San Juan Pueblo,
marking the beginning of the Province of Santa Fe de Nuevo México. Spanish colonization introduced
new governance, Christianity through Catholic missions, and a complex socio-economic system based
on encomiendas and ranching.

Conflicts and Cultural Interactions

Spanish rule was marked by tension and conflict with indigenous populations. The Pueblo Revolt of
1680 stands out as a significant event in New Mexico’s history when Pueblo peoples successfully
expelled Spanish settlers for over a decade. This revolt was a rare and powerful indigenous uprising
that reshaped colonial policies and relations.

Mexican Era and Transition to American Territory

Following Mexico’s independence from Spain in 1821, New Mexico became a Mexican territory. This
era introduced new administrative structures and opened the region to increased trade, particularly
along the Santa Fe Trail, which connected New Mexico to the United States.

Economic and Social Developments

Under Mexican rule, land grants were issued to settlers, fostering the growth of ranching and
agriculture. However, the territory remained sparsely populated, with a diverse mix of Native
Americans, Hispanics, and Anglo traders.

American Acquisition

The Mexican-American War (1846-1848) culminated in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ceded
New Mexico to the United States. This transition brought significant changes in governance, law, and
demographics, setting the stage for New Mexico’s incorporation into the expanding American frontier.

New Mexico as a U.S. Territory and Statehood

After becoming a U.S. territory, New Mexico experienced waves of migration, economic development,
and political evolution. The construction of railroads in the late 19th century facilitated commerce and
settlement but also intensified conflicts over land and cultural identity.



The Quest for Statehood

Unlike many other territories, New Mexico’s path to statehood was prolonged and complicated by
ethnic tensions, questions of loyalty during the Civil War, and concerns over cultural differences.
Finally, New Mexico was admitted as the 47th state in 1912, a milestone that symbolized its
integration into the United States while maintaining its distinct heritage.

20th Century Cultural and Scientific Milestones

The 20th century brought both challenges and opportunities. New Mexico became a center for
scientific innovation, notably as the site of the Manhattan Project during World War Il. Additionally, the
state’s rich artistic traditions flourished, attracting writers, painters, and performers who were
inspired by its landscapes and cultural diversity.

Impact of Geography and Culture on New Mexico’s
History

New Mexico’s history cannot be fully understood without considering its geography and multicultural
fabric. The state’s varied landscapes—from deserts to mountains—have influenced settlement
patterns, economic activities, and cultural expressions.

* Geographic Isolation: The remote location contributed to slower economic development but
also helped preserve indigenous and Hispanic cultures.

e Cultural Fusion: The blending of Native American, Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-American
traditions created a unique cultural mosaic visible in language, cuisine, and festivals.

e Economic Shifts: From traditional agriculture and mining to tourism and technology, New
Mexico’'s economy reflects its historical transitions.

Contemporary Reflections on New Mexico’s History

The question of what is the history of new mexico remains relevant as the state continues to
navigate issues related to cultural preservation, economic development, and social justice. Efforts to
honor Native American sovereignty, celebrate Hispanic heritage, and address historical inequalities
are integral to New Mexico’s ongoing story.

Exploring New Mexico’s history reveals a dynamic interplay of resilience, adaptation, and identity
formation. Its past is not merely a chronicle of events but a living narrative that informs present-day
policies and community relations. This complex history underscores the importance of understanding
regional histories in the broader context of American development and multicultural interaction.
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what is the history of new mexico: History of New Mexico , 1907

what is the history of new mexico: A History of New Mexico Calvin A. Roberts, Susan A.
Roberts, 2004-05 A textbook tracing the history of New Mexico's land and people from the Ice Age to
the present.

what is the history of new mexico: Telling New Mexico Marta Weigle, Frances Levine, Louise
Stiver, 2009-02-16 This extensive volume presents New Mexico history from its prehistoric
beginnings to the present in essays and articles by fifty prominent historians and scholars
representing various disciplines including history, anthropology, Native American studies, and
Chicano studies. Contributors include Rick Hendricks, John L. Kessell, Peter Iverson, Rina Swentzell,
Sylvia Rodriguez, William deBuys, Robert J. Térrez, Malcolm Ebright, Herman Agoyo, and Paula
Gunn Allen, among many others.

what is the history of new mexico: The Leading Facts of New Mexican History Ralph
Emerson Twitchell, 1912 Later appointed judge advocate of the Territorial Militia, he attained the
rank of colonel, a title he was proud to use for the rest of his life. By 1893 he was elected the mayor
of Santa Fe and, thereafter, district attorney of Santa Fe County. Twitchell probably promoted New
Mexico as much as any single New Mexican of his generation. An avid supporter of New Mexico
statehood, he argued the territory's case for elevated political status, celebrated its final victory in
1912, and even designed New Mexico's first state flag in 1915. Just as Twitchell's first edition in
1911 helped celebrate New Mexico's entry into statehood in 1912, the newest edition of the text and
illustrations, including the Subscriber's Edition page of Number 1,156 of 1,500, serves as a tribute
to the state's centennial celebration of 2012.7

what is the history of new mexico: New Mexico Calvin A. Roberts, Susan A. Roberts,
2006-04-16 New Mexico is a single volume presentation of the fascinating succession of events and
characters that make up the state's past.

what is the history of new mexico: New Mexico Joseph P. Sdnchez, Robert L. Spude, Art
Gomez, 2013-09-26 Since the earliest days of Spanish exploration and settlement, New Mexico has
been known for lying off the beaten track. But this new history reminds readers that the world has
been beating paths to New Mexico for hundreds of years, via the Camino Real, the Santa Fe Trail,
several railroads, Route 66, the interstate highway system, and now the Internet. This first complete
history of New Mexico in more than thirty years begins with the prehistoric cultures of the earliest
inhabitants. The authors then trace the state’s growth from the arrival of Spanish explorers and
colonizers in the sixteenth century to the centennial of statehood in 2012. Most historians have
made the territory’s admission to the Union in 1912 as the starting point for the state’s
modernization. As this book shows, however, the transformation from frontier province to modern
state began with World War II. The technological advancements of the Atomic Era, spawned during
wartime, propelled New Mexico to the forefront of scientific research and pointed it toward the
twenty-first century. The authors discuss the state’s historical and cultural geography, the
economics of mining and ranching, irrigation’s crucial role in agriculture, and the impact of Native
political activism and tribe-owned gambling casinos. New Mexico: A History will be a vital source for
anyone seeking to understand the complex interactions of the indigenous inhabitants, Spanish
settlers, immigrants, and their descendants who have created New Mexico and who shape its future.

what is the history of new mexico: Popular Elementary History of New Mexico Benjamin
Maurice Read, 1914

what is the history of new mexico: A Brief History of New Mexico Myra Ellen Jenkins, Albert
H. Schroeder, 1974 Detailed information on every aspect of New Mexico's past.

what is the history of new mexico: A History of New Mexico Charles Florus Coan, 1925



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/what-is-the-history-of-new-mexico.pdf

what is the history of new mexico: River of Spirits: A Natural History of New Mexico’s
Las Animas Creek Edited by Harley G. Shaw, Photographs by Matilde Holzwarth, Foreword by
Todd Wilkinson, 2017 Originating high in New Mexico's mysterious Black Range and flowing to the
Rio Grande amid contorted, ghost-like sycamores, Las Animas Creek remains one of the least
accessible landscapes in the nation. The watershed is best known as the site of Apache chief
Victorio's last major battle with the U.S. Cavalry before his retreat and ultimate defeat by the
Mexican army. Despite its geographic isolation, the watershed remains closely linked with the
history of nearby Kingston, Hillsboro and Caballo. Once home to New Mexico's last grizzly, Las
Animas sustains a diverse range of native plants and wild animals, including bison, prairie dogs and
mountain lions, as well as a host of endangered species. Aldo Leopold Wilderness and Ted Turner's
Ladder Ranch ensure it remains Rio de las Animas, the River of Spirits. Wildlife research biologist
Harley G. Shaw compiles a human and natural history of this remote ecosystem.

what is the history of new mexico: Tres Ritos Gary Cozzens, 2015-03-02 Tres Ritos was first
settled by the Jornada Mogollon in AD 900, and these ancient farmers left their presence in the form
of more than twenty-one thousand petroglyphs along a mile-long ridge. The valley was visited by
Spanish explorers in the 1600s and became the homeland of the Mescalero Apaches about that same
time. Patrick Coghlan, the Cattle King of Tularosa, built a major ranch here with his cattle being
rustled and sold to him by none other than Billy the Kid. Susan McSween Barber, the widow of
Alexander McSween of Lincoln County War fame, prospered here as the Cattle Queen of New
Mexico. Albert Fall, infamous for his participation in the Teapot Dome Scandal, owned Coghlan's
ranch and much more. Join local historian Gary Cozzens as he tells the story of Tres Ritos--a small
but intriguing place in New Mexico history.

what is the history of new mexico: New Mexico: A History Marc Simmons, 1977-06-17
Today, as much as ever before, the red-rock, pinon-covered state of New Mexico remains tierra
encantada, the land of enchantment, to Indians, Anglos, and descendants of the conquistadores.
New Mexico's long history of intermingling peoples and of efforts to balance human needs with
nature's resources can instruct a nation facing similar hard decisions in the late twentieth century. It
is a story, believes author Marc Simmons, that contains within it a perpetual declaration of
independence.

what is the history of new mexico: African American History in New Mexico Bruce A.
Glasrud, 2013-02-15 Although their total numbers in New Mexico were never large, blacks arrived
with Spanish explorers and settlers and played active roles in the history of the territory and state.
Here, Bruce Glasrud assembles the best information available on the themes, events, and
personages of black New Mexico history. The contributors portray the blacks who accompanied
Cabeza de Vaca, Coronado and de Vargas and recount their interactions with Native Americans in
colonial New Mexico. Chapters on the territorial period examine black trappers and traders as well
as review the issue of slavery in the territory and the blacks who accompanied Confederate troops
and fought in the Union army during the Civil War in New Mexico. Eventually blacks worked on
farms and ranches, in mines, and on railroads as well as in the military, seeking freedom and
opportunity in New Mexico’s wide open spaces. A number of black towns were established in rural
areas. Lacking political power because they represented such a small percentage of New Mexico’s
population, blacks relied largely on their own resources and networks, particularly churches and
schools.

what is the history of new mexico: Buried Treasures Richard Melzer, 2007 Melzer offers an
impressive new book about famous New Mexico gravesites, usually the only monuments left to honor
the human treasures who helped shape state, national, and often international history.

what is the history of new mexico: Hidden History of Southeast New Mexico Donna Blake
Birchell & John LeMay, 2017-04-10 Outlaws, cattlemen and a plethora of quirky pioneers once
riddled southeastern New Mexico. In November 1892, E.W. Doll and ]J.B. Coates ignited rumors of an
eight-foot petrified man in McKittrick Cave. A massive fire and subsequent shootout led to the
demise of Phenix, one of the Old West's most scandalous towns. And in August 1932, Bonnie and



Clyde kidnapped Carlsbad's Deputy Sheriff Joe Johns. Authors Donna Blake Birchell and John LeMay
explore these little-known tales and more that have beguiled this region for centuries.

what is the history of new mexico: Hidden History of Spanish New Mexico Ray John de
Aragon, 2011-07-21 New Mexico's Spanish legacy has informed the cultural traditions of one of the
last states to join the union for more than four hundred years, or before the alluring capital of Santa
Fe was founded in 1610. The fame the region gained from artist Georgia O'Keefe, writers Lew
Wallace and D.H. Lawrence and pistolero Billy the Kid has made New Mexico an international
tourist destination. But the Spanish annals also have enriched the Land of Enchantment with the
factual stories of a superhero knight, the greatest queen in history, a saintly gent whose coffin
periodically rises from the depths of the earth and a mysterious ancient map. Join author Ray John
de Aragén as he reveals hidden treasure full of suspense and intrigue.

what is the history of new mexico: A Civil War History of the New Mexico Volunteers
and Militia Jerry D. Thompson, 2015-09-01 The Civil War in New Mexico began in 1861 with the
Confederate invasion and occupation of the Mesilla Valley. At the same time, small villages and
towns in New Mexico Territory faced raids from Navajos and Apaches. In response the commander
of the Department of New Mexico Colonel Edward Canby and Governor Henry Connelly recruited
what became the First and Second New Mexico Volunteer Infantry. In this book leading Civil War
historian Jerry Thompson tells their story for the first time, along with the history of a third regiment
of Mounted Infantry and several companies in a fourth regiment. Thompson’s focus is on the
Confederate invasion of 1861-1862 and its effects, especially the bloody Battle of Valverde. The
emphasis is on how the volunteer companies were raised; who led them; how they were organized,
armed, and equipped; what they endured off the battlefield; how they adapted to military life; and
their interactions with New Mexico citizens and various hostile Indian groups, including raiding by
deserters and outlaws. Thompson draws on service records and numerous other archival sources
that few earlier scholars have seen. His thorough accounting will be a gold mine for historians and
genealogists, especially the appendix, which lists the names of all volunteers and militia men.

what is the history of new mexico: A History of the Jews in New Mexico Henry Jack
Tobias, 1990 Ch. I (pp. 7-21) traces the Jewish presence in the state of New Mexico to the Spanish
period when the region was colonized, between 1598-1680. Persecuted by the Inquisition in colonial
Mexico in the 1590s and 1640s, many Portuguese Conversos fled north to New Leon and New
Mexico to seek refuge. States that, until recently, many New Mexican Hispanics have been unaware
that they observe Jewish traditions. Some have complained of being called killers of Christ. The
present Jewish population is composed mainly of descendants of German Jews who emigrated after
1846-48. In New Mexico there were almost no manifestations of antisemitism, apart from sporadic
attacks against Jews (e.g. in 1867) in the press, which showed that personal politics or Jewish
economic prominence could elicit latent antisemitism. In 1982 a controversy broke out about the use
of the swastika and Nazi-like uniforms in the State University's yearbook, and in 1967 Reies Tijerina,
a Christian fundamentalist, accused Jews of having stripped the Hispanics of their ancestral lands.

what is the history of new mexico: New Mexico Death Rituals: A History Ana Pacheco,
2019 New Mexico's harsh terrain, countless wars and epidemics were a challenging and fascinating
environment for the many cultures and peoples who settled there. When tragedy struck, their faith
and religious rituals allowed them to mourn, celebrate and commemorate their dead. From Pueblo
Indians and Spanish colonists to Jewish immigrants and American veterans, many old traditions have
endured and blended into modern society. The area is also home to many unique death sites,
including the graves of Smokey Bear and Billy the Kid, and the largest contemporary collection of
human bones in the world. Author Ana Pacheco guides you through the history of Christmas death
rituals, roadside descansos, communal smallpox graves, Civil War memorials and more.

what is the history of new mexico: Memoirs, Episodes in New Mexico History, 1892-1969
William A. Keleher, 2008-04-14 William A. Keleher always had an active curiosity and this made him
an outstanding newspaperman and an indefatigable researcher of historical events. It led him into
many intellectual adventures that resulted in a whole series of books of New Mexicana. In this




personal narrative, he gives readers a glimpse behind the scenes of his career not only as a writer
but as a lawyer. The pages of this last book are full of rich anecdotes and little-known episodes
involving such men as Governor Clyde Tingley, Senator Bronson Cutting, Elfego Baca, and Senator
Dennis Chavez. Here is the story of how a bank was saved, how political careers were initiated and
blocked, the story of an editor who wrote the editorials on both sides of an important question for
the competing newspapers, previously unpublished stories about Eugene Manlove Rhodes, and how
Elfego Baca collected an insurance settlement. There is also the account of Franz Huning, whose
“castle” was partly in New Albuquerque, partly in Old Albuquerque, and a story of visiting the Old
Town jail to see an Albuquerque editor serving a term for contempt. Like his other books, “Memoirs”
is essential for anyone interested in the history and culture of the American Southwest. WILLIAM A.
KELEHER (1886-1972) observed first hand the changing circumstances of people and places of New
Mexico. Born in Lawrence, Kansas, he arrived in Albuquerque two years later, with his parents and
two older brothers. The older brothers died of diphtheria within a few weeks of their arrival. As an
adult, Keleher worked for more than four years as a Morse operator, and later as a reporter on New
Mexico newspapers. Bidding a reluctant farewell to newspaper work, Keleher studied law at
Washington & Lee University and started practicing law in 1915. He was recognized as a successful
attorney, being honored by the New Mexico State Bar as one of the outstanding Attorneys of the
Twentieth Century. One quickly observes from his writings, and writings about him, that he lived a
fruitful and exemplary life. He is also the author of “Turmoil in New Mexico,” “Violence in Lincoln
County,” “Maxwell Land Grant,” and “The Fabulous Frontier,” all from Sunstone Press.
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