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The Problem of Pain CS Lewis: Exploring Suffering Through a Theological Lens

the problem of pain cs lewis is a phrase that instantly connects readers to one of the most profound

and enduring questions in philosophy and theology: Why does pain exist if a benevolent God governs

the universe? C.S. Lewis, renowned for his imaginative storytelling and deep Christian apologetics,

tackled this complex issue head-on in his 1940 work, *The Problem of Pain*. Unlike many abstract

theological treatises, Lewis’s approach is conversational, accessible, and deeply reflective, making his

insights resonate with both believers and skeptics alike.

Understanding Lewis’s perspective on pain involves diving into his unique blend of logic, empathy, and

faith. In this article, we’ll explore key themes from *The Problem of Pain*, unpack Lewis’s arguments,

and see how his thoughts continue to influence contemporary discussions on suffering, divine justice,

and human experience.

Why Did C.S. Lewis Write The Problem of Pain?

At the heart of Lewis’s motivation was a desire to bridge the gap between faith and reason. Living

through the turmoil of the early 20th century, including the horrors of World War I and the outbreak of

World War II, Lewis witnessed immense human suffering. This backdrop fueled questions about the

nature of God in a world filled with pain and tragedy.

Lewis himself was not immune to personal grief and struggle. His journey from atheism to Christianity

gave him a unique vantage point to address doubts and objections about God’s goodness. *The

Problem of Pain* was his way of offering a rational explanation for suffering that aligned with Christian

theology, aiming to reassure those wrestling with similar doubts.



The Context of the Book’s Publication

Published in 1940, *The Problem of Pain* arrived at a time when many people were grappling with

existential uncertainties brought on by war and global instability. Lewis’s clear, empathetic voice

provided comfort and intellectual clarity. While not claiming to have all the answers, his work invites

readers to consider suffering not as meaningless or arbitrary, but as part of a larger, divine narrative.

Key Themes in The Problem of Pain CS Lewis Explores

Lewis’s exploration of pain is multifaceted, touching on philosophical, theological, and experiential

dimensions. Here are some of the central themes that shape his argument:

The Nature of God and Goodness

Lewis begins by affirming the traditional Christian view of God as omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient

(all-knowing), and perfectly good. He insists that genuine goodness must involve justice and love, and

that God’s nature is fundamentally benevolent. However, this raises the question: how can a good God

allow pain?

Lewis argues that pain is not evidence against God’s goodness, but rather a necessary component of

a world where free will and moral growth exist. The presence of pain, in his view, enables humans to

develop virtues such as courage, patience, and empathy.

Human Free Will and the Problem of Evil

One of Lewis’s most compelling arguments centers on free will. He suggests that much of the pain

and suffering in the world stems from human choices rather than God’s direct causation. Free will,



Lewis claims, is essential for genuine love and relationship; without it, humans would be mere puppets.

This freedom allows for moral evil, but also opens the door for genuine goodness. Lewis

acknowledges that this freedom entails the risk of suffering, but he views it as a necessary condition

for a meaningful life.

Pain as a “Megaphone” from God

Perhaps one of Lewis’s most memorable metaphors is that pain acts as a “megaphone” to rouse a

deaf world. He suggests that suffering can serve as a wake-up call, forcing individuals to confront their

limitations, acknowledge their dependence on God, and seek spiritual growth.

In this sense, pain is not pointless but purposeful—it can lead to transformation and deeper

understanding. Lewis does not minimize the intensity of suffering but instead invites readers to see it

within a divine framework that ultimately aims for redemption.

The Limitations of Human Understanding

Lewis openly admits that human beings cannot fully grasp God’s purposes or the reasons behind

every instance of pain. He highlights the limitations of human perspective, comparing it to a tiny child

trying to understand a vast machine.

This humility in the face of mystery is a recurring theme in *The Problem of Pain*. Lewis encourages

readers to trust in God’s wisdom even when circumstances seem unjust or incomprehensible,

reminding us that our knowledge is finite while God’s is infinite.



How The Problem of Pain CS Lewis Stands Out Among Other

Theodicies

Theodicy—the attempt to justify God’s goodness despite the existence of evil—has been a central

concern for theologians for centuries. What sets Lewis’s treatment apart is his combination of

intellectual rigor and pastoral sensitivity.

A Balanced Approach to Logic and Emotion

Unlike some philosophical texts that lean heavily on abstract reasoning, Lewis writes with warmth and

empathy. He addresses the emotional realities of pain and suffering, acknowledging their seriousness

without resorting to simplistic answers.

His writing style makes *The Problem of Pain* approachable for readers who may be grappling with

personal loss or spiritual doubt, offering solace alongside intellectual insight.

Integration of Christian Doctrine with Personal Experience

Lewis’s arguments are deeply rooted in Christian theology, yet he draws heavily on his own life

experiences and observations. This integration gives his work an authenticity that resonates with

readers seeking more than just theoretical explanations.

He openly shares his struggles and reflections, which helps demystify the often intimidating subject of

suffering in religious contexts.



Practical Insights from The Problem of Pain CS Lewis Offers

Today

Though written over eighty years ago, Lewis’s reflections continue to offer valuable guidance for

anyone wrestling with pain and suffering in the modern world.

Embracing Suffering as a Path to Growth

Lewis encourages readers to view pain not merely as a negative experience but as an opportunity for

growth. By facing suffering with courage and faith, individuals can cultivate resilience and deepen their

understanding of life’s deeper meanings.

This perspective can transform how people cope with adversity, shifting the focus from despair to

potential spiritual and personal development.

Recognizing the Role of Free Will in Human Experience

Understanding the concept of free will helps contextualize much of the pain caused by human actions.

This insight can foster forgiveness and compassion, as it reminds us that everyone operates within a

shared framework of freedom and responsibility.

It also challenges people to consider how their own choices impact others and encourages a more

ethical approach to life.



Finding Comfort in the Mystery

Lewis’s honest acknowledgment of life’s mysteries offers comfort to those who feel overwhelmed by

unanswered questions. Accepting that some aspects of suffering are beyond human comprehension

can reduce the pressure to find immediate explanations and allow space for faith and hope.

Lasting Influence of The Problem of Pain CS Lewis on

Literature and Theology

Beyond its immediate audience, *The Problem of Pain* has left a significant mark on both theological

discourse and popular culture.

Shaping Christian Apologetics

Lewis’s clear articulation of complex theological concepts has helped shape modern Christian

apologetics. His ability to engage skeptics and believers alike has inspired countless writers and

speakers to address the problem of suffering with similar clarity and grace.

Impact on Literature and Popular Thought

As the author of *The Chronicles of Narnia*, Lewis’s theological ideas often permeate his fiction.

Themes of sacrifice, redemption, and suffering are woven throughout his stories, subtly echoing his

reflections from *The Problem of Pain*.

His influence extends beyond religious circles, informing broader conversations about the human

condition and our responses to suffering.



Exploring the problem of pain through C.S. Lewis’s perspective offers a thoughtful and compassionate

framework for understanding one of life’s most challenging realities. His blend of reason, faith, and

empathy invites readers to reconsider suffering not as a senseless evil but as a profound part of the

human journey—one that can lead to greater love, growth, and ultimately, hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of C.S. Lewis's 'The Problem of Pain'?

The main theme of 'The Problem of Pain' by C.S. Lewis is exploring why a benevolent and omnipotent

God allows suffering and pain in the world, addressing the philosophical and theological challenges

pain presents to belief in God.

How does C.S. Lewis explain the existence of pain in a world created

by a good God?

C.S. Lewis argues that pain is a necessary part of the human experience that serves as a tool for

spiritual growth, moral development, and ultimately bringing humans closer to God. He suggests that

pain can awaken people to their true condition and dependence on God.

Does 'The Problem of Pain' provide a solution to the logical problem of

evil?

In 'The Problem of Pain,' Lewis does not claim to solve the logical problem of evil completely but offers

a theodicy that pain has a purpose within God's plan, emphasizing free will, the fallen state of the

world, and the transformative role of suffering.

What role does free will play in Lewis's explanation of suffering in 'The



Problem of Pain'?

Lewis highlights free will as a crucial factor, stating that much suffering results from human misuse of

freedom, which leads to moral evil. God permits free will because it allows genuine love and

goodness, even though it also allows for pain and suffering.

How does 'The Problem of Pain' relate to C.S. Lewis's other works?

'The Problem of Pain' complements Lewis's broader Christian apologetics found in works like 'Mere

Christianity' by tackling one of the toughest questions about faith. It also provides background to

themes of suffering and redemption explored in his fictional works such as 'The Chronicles of Narnia.'

Additional Resources

The Problem of Pain CS Lewis: An Analytical Review of Suffering and Faith

the problem of pain cs lewis stands as one of the most enduring and profound explorations into the

age-old question of why suffering exists in a world governed by a benevolent deity. Originating from

the mind of C.S. Lewis, a renowned Christian apologist and author, this seminal work delves into the

paradox of pain and its theological, philosophical, and emotional implications. Lewis’s approach,

articulated in his 1940 book *The Problem of Pain*, continues to resonate across religious and secular

discussions, offering a unique blend of intellectual rigor and heartfelt reflection.

In this article, we undertake a comprehensive analysis of *The Problem of Pain* by C.S. Lewis,

examining its core arguments, thematic nuances, and its relevance in contemporary discourse.

Through this exploration, we aim to understand how Lewis’s insights contribute to ongoing debates

around suffering, divine justice, and human morality, while naturally weaving in relevant keywords such

as “Christian apologetics,” “theodicy,” “suffering in Christianity,” and “C.S. Lewis pain philosophy.”



Understanding the Core Premise of The Problem of Pain CS

Lewis

At its essence, *The Problem of Pain* grapples with the theological dilemma known as theodicy:

reconciling the existence of an omnipotent, all-good God with the reality of pain and suffering in the

world. Lewis opens his discourse by acknowledging the universality and inevitability of pain, noting that

it is a phenomenon that challenges human understanding and faith alike.

Lewis’s argument pivots on the idea that pain, while often perceived as malevolent, serves a higher

purpose within the divine framework. He posits that suffering is not gratuitous but a necessary element

in a world where free will exists and moral growth is possible. This perspective aligns with classical

Christian apologetics, which argue that evil and pain are consequences of human freedom and the

fallen state of creation.

Lewis writes with a clarity that bridges lay readers and theological scholars, making the complex

subject of suffering accessible without oversimplification. His methodical unpacking of pain’s role in

spiritual development and moral refinement is a hallmark of the book, positioning it as both an

intellectual and pastoral resource.

Theodicy and Free Will: Lewis’s Philosophical Foundations

One of the most significant contributions of *The Problem of Pain* is Lewis’s treatment of free will as a

crucial factor in understanding suffering. He asserts that God’s gift of free will to humanity inherently

allows for the possibility of pain because it permits the existence of moral evil.

Lewis argues that a world devoid of free will would be a world without genuine love, goodness, or

growth—qualities that require choice and effort. In this context, pain becomes a mechanism through

which individuals confront and overcome moral failings, thereby progressing toward spiritual maturity.



This stance places Lewis within a classical theistic tradition but distinguishes his narrative by

emphasizing the redemptive potential of pain rather than merely its inevitability. It challenges readers

to reconsider their perceptions of suffering, not as a meaningless punishment, but as an instrument of

divine pedagogy.

Exploring the Emotional and Psychological Dimensions of Pain

Beyond the philosophical and theological frameworks, Lewis’s work is notable for its empathetic

engagement with the emotional realities of suffering. He does not dismiss the anguish that pain inflicts

but rather validates it as a profound human experience.

Lewis’s background in literature and personal struggles, including the loss of his mother and his own

bouts with illness, inform his nuanced portrayal of pain’s psychological impact. He acknowledges that

pain can lead to despair and doubt, which are critical obstacles on the spiritual journey.

This empathetic approach contributes to the book’s enduring appeal, as it speaks to those wrestling

with doubt and grief. It also highlights the complexity of pain, which cannot be fully explained by logic

alone but must be felt and processed within the human heart.

Comparative Analysis: The Problem of Pain in the Context of

Other Theodicies

When juxtaposed with other classical and contemporary theodicies, Lewis’s *The Problem of Pain*

offers a distinctive blend of intellectual accessibility and theological depth. Unlike the “soul-making”

theodicy proposed by thinkers such as John Hick, which emphasizes the developmental purpose of

suffering, Lewis’s narrative intertwines this concept with a robust Christian doctrinal framework.

While Hick’s approach tends to secularize the process of soul formation, Lewis firmly grounds his



explanation in the Christian creed, invoking the nature of God, the fall of man, and the promise of

redemption. This theological anchoring appeals to readers seeking faith-based answers rather than

philosophical abstractions.

Additionally, Lewis’s reflections contrast with more skeptical or atheistic interpretations of pain, which

often view suffering as evidence against the existence of a benevolent God. By confronting these

objections head-on, Lewis strengthens the apologetic utility of his work for believers facing doubts

amid hardship.

Strengths and Criticisms of Lewis’s Approach

A balanced analysis of *The Problem of Pain* must acknowledge both its strengths and limitations:

Strengths: Lewis’s lucid prose and empathetic tone make complex theological concepts

accessible. His integration of personal experience lends authenticity, while his philosophical

arguments provide a coherent framework for understanding pain within Christian theology.

Criticisms: Some readers argue that Lewis’s explanations may oversimplify the depth of

suffering, particularly in cases of extreme or seemingly unjust pain. Others critique the reliance

on free will as a comprehensive answer, suggesting it does not fully address natural evil or

suffering caused by non-human factors.

Despite these critiques, *The Problem of Pain* remains a cornerstone in Christian apologetics and

philosophical literature on suffering, frequently cited in academic and faith-based circles alike.



The Problem of Pain CS Lewis in Modern Contexts

The relevance of Lewis’s *The Problem of Pain* extends far beyond its mid-20th century origins. In an

era marked by global crises—pandemics, natural disasters, and social upheaval—the questions Lewis

wrestled with remain urgent.

Modern readers often turn to his work for solace and understanding amid personal and collective

suffering. The book’s emphasis on the redemptive potential of pain resonates with contemporary

movements that seek meaning in adversity, including psychological resilience studies and spiritual

formation programs.

Moreover, Lewis’s work has influenced popular culture and interfaith dialogues, bridging gaps between

skepticism and belief. His thoughtful reflections encourage ongoing conversation about how faith

communities navigate the realities of pain without resorting to simplistic platitudes.

Integrating The Problem of Pain into Contemporary Faith Practices

Faith leaders and counselors frequently incorporate insights from Lewis’s *The Problem of Pain* to aid

individuals coping with grief and hardship. The book’s balanced approach—affirming the reality of pain

while pointing toward hope—serves as a valuable tool in pastoral care.

In educational settings, *The Problem of Pain* stimulates critical thinking among theology students and

laypersons alike, fostering a nuanced grasp of suffering that respects both intellectual inquiry and

spiritual sensitivity.

Final Reflections on The Problem of Pain CS Lewis

In summary, *The Problem of Pain* by C.S. Lewis remains a vital work that thoughtfully addresses the



paradox of suffering within a Christian worldview. Its enduring popularity owes much to Lewis’s ability

to blend reason, empathy, and faith into a coherent narrative that challenges and comforts.

By engaging with the problem of pain through multiple lenses—philosophical, theological, and

emotional—Lewis invites readers to wrestle honestly with their doubts and to consider suffering not

merely as a source of despair but as a potential catalyst for growth and deeper understanding. This

balanced exploration ensures that *The Problem of Pain* continues to be a touchstone for anyone

seeking meaningful answers to one of life’s most perplexing questions.
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  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Problem of Pain C. S. Lewis, 2001-02-06 Why must
humanity suffer? In this elegant and thoughtful work, C. S. Lewis questions the pain and suffering
that occur everyday and how this contrasts with the notion of a God that is both omnipotent and
good. An answer to this critical theological problem is found within these pages.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Problem of Pain C. S. Lewis, 2020-05-26 In The Problem of
Pain, C.S. Lewis, one of the most renowned Christian authors and thinkers, examines a universally
applicable question within the human condition: If God is good and all-powerful, why does he allow
his creatures to suffer pain? With his signature wealth of compassion and insight, C.S. Lewis offers
answers to these crucial questions and shares his hope and wisdom to help heal a world hungering
for a true understanding of human nature.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Problem of Pain Clive Staples Lewis, 1977 For centuries
Christians have been perplexed by the problem -- If God is good and all-powerful, why does he allow
his creatures to suffer pain? In this book C.S. Lewis gives his view as a layman on the Christian
doctrine relating to all aspects of the problem of pain and explains the existence of pain in a
Christian world.--Cover
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Summary of C.S. Lewis's The Problem of Pain Milkyway Media,
2021-10-06 Buy now to get the main key ideas from C.S. Lewis's The Problem of Pain Throughout
history, humanity has assumed that if God indeed was good and merciful, he would eradicate pain.
In The Problem of Pain (1940), C.S. Lewis aims to disprove this belief and explain that evil, wars,
and hunger do not refute the existence of a good, loving God. The Problem of Pain is a mix of
religion, wisdom, spirituality, and compassion. It tackles arguments most commonly used to deny the
presence of God and broadly compares the worldly understanding of goodness to the divine one.
Some of the major topics it discusses include suffering, sinning, heaven, agony, omnipotence, and
redemption.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Problem of Pain Study Guide Alan Vermilye, 2018-05-27 The
Most Trusted Study Guide to Understanding The Problem of Pain! Why must humanity suffer? Why
doesn’t God alleviate our pain, even some? In his book The Problem of Pain, C.S. Lewis’s
philosophical approach to why we experience pain can be confusing at times. The Problem of Pain
Study Guide breaks down each chapter into easy-to-understand questions and commentary to help
you find meaning and hope amid the pain. The Problem of Pain Study Guide expands upon Lewis'
elegant and thoughtful work where he seeks to understand how a loving, good, and powerful God
can possibly coexist with the pain and suffering that is so pervasive in the world and in our lives. As

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/the-problem-of-pain-cs-lewis.pdf


Christ-followers we might expect the world to be just, fair, and less painful, but it is not. This is the
problem of pain. In addition to Scripture references, discussion questions, and related commentary,
The Problem of Pain Study Guide also provides easy-to-read chapter summaries highlighting
overarching themes, definitions, and references. To help with those more difficult discussion
questions, a complete Answer Guide and Scripture Reference Guide is available for free online. This
complete Bible study experience is perfect for book clubs, church groups, and independent study.
The Problem of Pain Study Guide includes: - Eleven sessions of study with multi-week options
included - Comprehensive Bible study workbook with studies for each week - Complete chapter
summaries to go deeper - Bible study questions that are ideal for group discussion - Answer Guide
for all questions and Scripture - Reference Guide available for free online - Perfect for book clubs,
small groups, or individual Bible study - Available in print or e-book formats The problem of pain is
inescapable and its effects profound. The Problem of Pain Study Guide combines the wisdom of C.S.
Lewis with the authority of Scripture to help you battle the issues and difficulties that lie ahead.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: C.S. Lewis and The Problem of Pain Robert Bender, 1999
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Shepherd's Notes: C.S. Lewis's the Problem of Pain C. S.
Lewis, 2017-10 Shepherd's notes helps readers better learn the books of the Bible and Christian
classic writings in a concise and easy-to-understand format.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: C.S. Lewis and the Problem of Pain Benjamin Johnson Wines,
2011
  the problem of pain cs lewis: C. S. Lewis's the Problem of Pain/a Grief Observed C. S. Lewis,
Terry L. Miethe, 1999 A volume comparable in style to Cliff's Notes, here highlighting the key points
from C. S. Lewis's' The Problem of Pain and A Grief Observed.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: THE PROBLEM OF PAIN C. S. Lewis, 2016-05-02 This carefully
crafted ebook: THE PROBLEM OF PAIN is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed
table of contents. The Problem of Pain is a book concerned, to one degree or another, with refuting
popular objections to Christianity, such as the question, How could a good God allow pain to exist in
the world? The book addresses an important aspect of theodicy, an attempt by one Christian layman
to reconcile orthodox Christian belief in a just, loving and omnipotent God with pain and suffering.
Some have felt that it is useful to read it together with A Grief Observed, Lewis' reflections on his
own experiences of grief and anguish upon the death of his wife. In addition to dealing with human
pain, however, the book also contains a chapter entitled Animal Pain, demonstrating not only the
fact that Lewis cast his net wider than human suffering, but also a reflection on a lifelong love of
animals. Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was a British novelist, poet, academic, medievalist, lay
theologian and Christian apologist. He is best known for his fictional work, especially The Screwtape
Letters, The Chronicles of Narnia, and The Space Trilogy, and for his non-fiction Christian
apologetics, such as Mere Christianity, Miracles, and The Problem of Pain.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal Bruce R. Johnson,
2019-01-11 Sehnsucht: The C. S. Lewis Journal, established by the Arizona C. S. Lewis Society in
2007, is the only peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of C. S. Lewis and his writings
published anywhere in the world. It exists to promote literary, theological, historical, biographical,
philosophical, bibliographical and cultural interest (broadly defined) in Lewis and his writings. The
journal includes articles, review essays, book reviews, film reviews and play reviews, bibliographical
material, poetry, interviews, editorials, and announcements of Lewis-related conferences, events and
publications. Its readership is aimed at academic scholars from a wide variety of disciplines, as well
as learned non-scholars and Lewis enthusiasts. At this time, Sehnsucht is published once a year.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: My Essays on C.S. Lewis Shawn Armstrong, 2025-02-19
Embark on a profound exploration of faith, doubt, and moral clarity with My Essays on C.S. Lewis:
From Doubt to Faith. This compelling collection delves into the transformative journey of one of the
20th century's most influential thinkers, offering readers an intimate glimpse into C.S. Lewis's quest
for truth and spiritual certainty. - In-depth Analysis: Each essay meticulously examines key themes in
Lewis’s works, providing insightful commentary on his philosophical evolution. - Personal



Reflections: Engage with the author’s personal interpretations and reflections that resonate with
contemporary struggles in faith and morality. - Comprehensive Coverage: Explore a wide range of
topics including the nature of belief, the problem of suffering, and the importance of moral values in
everyday life. - Scholarly Yet Accessible: Written in a professional yet approachable style, this book
is perfect for both scholars and general readers seeking to deepen their understanding of Lewis's
legacy. My Essays on C.S. Lewis is ideal for students of philosophy, theology enthusiasts, literary
scholars, and anyone intrigued by the intersection of faith and reason. Whether you are a long-time
admirer of Lewis or new to his works, this collection will enrich your understanding and
appreciation of his contributions to literature and spirituality. - Thought-Provoking Content: Each
essay encourages readers to reflect on their own beliefs and ethical frameworks, fostering a deeper
engagement with the material. - Rich Historical Context: Gain insights into the societal and personal
influences that shaped Lewis’s thoughts during pivotal moments in history. - Practical Applications:
Discover how Lewis’s insights can be applied to modern-day dilemmas, enhancing your own journey
toward moral certainty. Join countless others who have found inspiration in C.S. Lewis’s writings.
My Essays on C.S. Lewis: From Doubt to Faith is more than just a collection of essays; it is an
invitation to embark on your own transformative journey. Don’t miss out—order your copy today and
unlock the profound wisdom of one of history’s greatest minds!
  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Problem of Pain C. Lewis, 2016-07-02 When Mr. Ashley
Sampson suggested to me the writing of this book, I asked leave to be allowed to write it
anonymously, since, if I were to say what I really thought about pain, I should be forced to make
statements of such apparent fortitude that they would become ridiculous if anyone knew who made
them. Anonymity was rejected as inconsistent with the series; but Mr. Sampson pointed out that I
could write a preface explaining that I did not live up to my own principles! This exhilarating
programme I am now carrying out. Let me confess at once, in the words of good Walter Hilton, that
throughout this book I feel myself so far from true feeling of that I speak, that I can naught else but
cry mercy and desire after it as I may. Yet for that very reason there is one criticism which cannot be
brought against me. No one can say He jests at scars who never felt a wound, for I have never for
one moment been in a state of mind to which even the imagination of serious pain was less than
intolerable. If any man is safe from the danger of under-estimating this adversary, I am that man. I
must add, too, that the only purpose of the book is to solve the intellectual problem raised by
suffering; for the far higher task of teaching fortitude and patience I was never fool enough to
suppose myself qualified, nor have I anything to offer my readers except my conviction that when
pain is to be borne, a little courage helps more than much knowledge, a little human sympathy more
than much courage, and the least tincture of the love of God more than all. If any real theologian
reads these pages he will very easily see that they are the work of a layman and an amateur. Except
in the last two chapters, parts of which are admittedly speculative, I have believed myself to be
re-stating ancient and orthodox doctrines. If any parts of the book are original, in the sense of being
novel or unorthodox, they are so against my will and as a result of my ignorance. I write, of course,
as a layman of the Church of England: but I have tried to assume nothing that is not professed by all
baptised and communicating Christians. As this is not a work of erudition I have taken little pains to
trace ideas or quotations to their sources when they were not easily recoverable. Any theologian will
see easily enough what, and how little, I have read. C. S. LEWIS. MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD.
1940.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Pain in C. S. Lewis David Barshinger, 2006
  the problem of pain cs lewis: S Lewis vs the New Atheists Peter S Williams, 2013-02-01 The
book will counter the 'new atheist' movement using the arguments of C.S. Lewis, thereby appealing
to readers interested in both loci and showing that there is nothing especially 'new' about the new
atheism. How might C.S. Lewis, the greatest Christian apologist of the twentieth century, respond to
the twenty-first century 'new atheism' of Richard Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens and company?
Might Lewis' own journey from atheism to Christian belief illuminate and undercut the objections of
the new atheists? Christian philosopher Peter S. Williams takes us on an intellectual journey through



Lewis' conversion in conversation with today's anti-theists. 'This book shows the breadth, depth, and
durability of Lewis's Christian apologetics.' Michael Ward, chaplain at St Peter's College, Oxford
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Thomism and the Problem of Animal Suffering B. Kyle Keltz,
2020-06-12 The problem of animal suffering is the atheistic argument that an all-knowing,
all-powerful, and all-good God would not use millions of years of animal suffering, disease, and death
to form a planet for human beings. This argument has not received as much attention in the
philosophical literature as other forms of the problem of evil, yet it has been increasingly touted by
atheists since Charles Darwin. While several theists have attempted to provide answers to the
problem, they disagree with each other as to which answer is correct. Also, some of these theists
have given in to the problem and believe it entails that God is limited in certain ways. B. Kyle Keltz
seeks to provide a classical answer to the problem of animal suffering inspired by the medieval
philosopher/theologian Thomas Aquinas. In doing so, Keltz not only utilizes the wisdom of Aquinas,
but also contemporary insights into non-human animal minds from contemporary philosophy and
science. Keltz provides a compelling neo-Thomistic answer to the problem of animal suffering and
explains why the classical God of theism would create a world that includes animal death.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: Christian Counseling Ethics Randolph K. Sanders, 1997-06-09 A
client raises spiritual questions. Can a Christian therapist working in a government agency talk with
a client about faith? A young couple with two children asks a Christian counselor to help them
negotiate an end to their marriage. What responsibility does the counselor have to try to repair the
relationship? A youth group member confidentially reveals to the pastor that he is taking drugs.
Should the pastor tell the boy's parents? A counselor who teaches a college course has a client show
up for class. What should she do? These are just a few of the complex dilemmas that therapists,
counselors and pastors face nearly every day. Handling these situations appropriately is critical for
both the client's progress and the professional's personal credibility and protection from liability.
State and federal codes, professional association statements and denominational guidelines have
been drawn up to address ethical issues like competence, confidentiality, multiple relationships,
public statements, third parties and documentation. In this book you'll find them all compiled and
interpreted in light of Christian faith and practice. Written by qualified professional counselors and
respected academic instructors, this book is an indispensable resource for understanding and
applying ethics in Christian counseling today.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: C.S. Lewis's The Problem of Pain & A Grief Observed Terry L.
Miethe, 1999
  the problem of pain cs lewis: God and Human Suffering Douglas John Hall, 1986 Professor
Hall has written a major work on an agonizing subject, at once brilliant, comprehensive, and thought
provoking.In contrast to many writers who gloss over one or the other, Dr. Hall is true both to the
reality of suffering and to the affirmation that God creates, sustains, and redeems.Creative is his
view that certain aspects of what we call suffering -- loneliness, experience of limits, temptation,
anxiety -- are necessary parts of God's good creation. These he distinguishes from suffering after the
fall, the tragic dimension of life.Unique is his structure: creation-suffering as becomingthe
fall--suffering as a burdenredemption--conquest from within.Professor Hall succeeds in moving the
reader beyond the customary way of stating the problem: How can undeserved suffering coexist with
a just and almighty God? He also evaluates five popular, leading thinkers on suffering: Harold
Kushner, C.S. Lewis, Diogenes Allen, George Buttrick, and Leslie Weatherhead.
  the problem of pain cs lewis: The Good News of the Return of the King Michael T. Jahosky,
2020 Although many people today reject Christianity for intellectual reasons, greater numbers of
people are rejecting Christianity because it does not engage their imagination. Christians must not
only demosntrate that the Christian worldview is true, but that it is also good, beautiful, and
relevant. The Good News of the Return of the King: The Gospel in Middle-earth is a book that
endeavors to show the truth, goodness, and beauty of Jesus Christ, the gospel, and the biblical
metanarrative by engaging the imagination through J .R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, as well
as The Hobbit and the Silmarillion. In this book, I propose that J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings



is a story about what Jesus' parables are about: the good news about the return of the king. As a
work of imaginative fiction similar to Jesus' parables, The Lord of the Rings can bypass both
intellectual and imaginative objections to the gospel and pullk back the 'veil of familiarity' that
obscures the gospel for many--
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