the heart of darkness by joseph conrad

The Enduring Power of The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad is a profound and haunting novella that has captivated
readers and scholars alike for over a century. First published in 1899, this work delves deep into the
complexities of imperialism, human nature, and the fine line between civilization and savagery. Its
narrative, rich with symbolism and moral ambiguity, continues to resonate in modern literary
discussions, making it a staple in the study of English literature and postcolonial critique.

Exploring the Plot and Setting of The Heart of
Darkness by Joseph Conrad

At its core, The Heart of Darkness follows the journey of Charles Marlow, a seaman and narrator, who
ventures into the African Congo to find Kurtz, an enigmatic ivory trader whose reputation precedes
him. Marlow’s expedition up the Congo River is not just a physical voyage but a metaphorical descent
into the darker aspects of humanity and colonial exploitation.

The setting plays a crucial role in shaping the novella’s tone and themes. The Congo, depicted as a
mysterious and untamed wilderness, symbolizes the unknown and the primal forces lurking within the
human psyche. Conrad’s vivid descriptions of the jungle, the river, and the colonial outposts create an
atmosphere thick with suspense and foreboding, inviting readers to question the veneer of civilization
imposed by European imperial powers.

The Narrative Technique: Frame Story and Unreliable
Narration

One of the fascinating aspects of The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad is its narrative structure.
The story is framed as a tale told by Marlow aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, where a
group of men listen to his account. This framing device adds layers to the storytelling, emphasizing
the distance between the “civilized” world and the “darkness” Marlow encounters.

Marlow’s narration is subjective and sometimes ambiguous, which encourages readers to interpret
events and characters critically. This unreliable narration highlights the complexities of truth and
perspective, particularly in the context of colonialism, where official narratives often mask brutal
realities.

Themes and Symbolism in The Heart of Darkness by
Joseph Conrad

Delving into the heart of this novella reveals a rich tapestry of themes and symbols that explore the



darkness not only in the jungle but within human souls.

Imperialism and Colonial Critique

Conrad’s work is often regarded as a scathing critique of European imperialism. Through Marlow’s
journey, readers witness the exploitation, greed, and violence that underpin the so-called “civilizing
mission.” The portrayal of colonial agents, who are often more savage than the indigenous people
they claim to govern, exposes the hypocrisy and moral corruption inherent in imperialist ventures.

The Duality of Human Nature

The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad delves into the duality of mankind—the conflict between the
civilized self and the primal instincts lurking beneath. Kurtz embodies this tension; once idealistic and
enlightened, he succumbs to the wilderness’s lawlessness and his own unchecked desires, becoming
a symbol of the darkness within us all.

The River as a Symbol

The Congo River is more than just a setting—it’s a powerful symbol of journey and transformation. It
represents a boundary between the known and unknown, order and chaos, life and death. As Marlow
travels deeper into the jungle, the river’s winding path mirrors his psychological descent into the
heart of darkness.

The Impact and Legacy of The Heart of Darkness by
Joseph Conrad

Since its publication, The Heart of Darkness has sparked extensive debate and analysis, influencing a
wide range of cultural and academic fields.

Influence on Literature and Film

The novella’s atmospheric storytelling and exploration of complex themes have inspired numerous
adaptations and reinterpretations. Most notably, Francis Ford Coppola’s 1979 film Apocalypse Now
transplants the story to the Vietham War, highlighting the timeless nature of Conrad’s examination of
human savagery and moral ambiguity.

Postcolonial Perspectives

While Conrad’s work critiques imperialism, it has also faced criticism for its portrayal of African people



and cultures, which some argue perpetuates stereotypes. Modern postcolonial scholars use The Heart
of Darkness as a starting point to discuss how literature reflects and shapes attitudes toward race,
power, and identity.

Understanding the Psychological Depth

Beyond its political commentary, The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad offers a profound look into
psychological complexity. It anticipates later developments in psychoanalytic and existential thought,
exploring themes like alienation, obsession, and the search for meaning in a chaotic world.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing The Heart of Darkness
by Joseph Conrad

Approaching this dense and layered novella can be challenging but rewarding. Here are some
pointers to enhance your reading experience:

e Pay attention to narrative perspective: Notice how Marlow’s storytelling shapes your
understanding and consider what might be left unsaid.

* Look for symbolism: Objects like the river, darkness, and Kurtz's ivory have deeper meanings
beyond their literal presence.

e Contextualize historically: Understanding the era of European imperialism helps clarify the
novella’s critique and setting.

* Engage with critical interpretations: Reading various analyses can open new pathways to
appreciating the text’s complexity.

Why The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad Remains
Relevant Today

Even after more than a century, this novella continues to resonate because it confronts universal
questions about morality, identity, and the human condition. In a world still grappling with issues of
power, exploitation, and cultural misunderstanding, Conrad’s narrative challenges readers to reflect
on how darkness manifests both externally in society and internally within ourselves.

The heart of darkness by Joseph conrad is not just a story about a journey through the African jungle;
it's an exploration of the shadows that lie within and the consequences of denying our own capacity
for evil. Its enduring power lies in its unsettling ability to hold a mirror up to human nature, compelling
us to look deeper and question what lies beneath the surface of civilization.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Heart of Darkness' by Joseph
Conrad?

The central theme of 'Heart of Darkness' is the exploration of the darkness within human nature and
the effects of imperialism and colonialism on both the colonizers and the colonized.

Who is the protagonist of 'Heart of Darkness' and what is his
journey?

The protagonist is Charles Marlow, a seaman who travels up the Congo River into the African interior
to find Kurtz, an ivory trader who has become unhinged by his isolation and power.

How does Joseph Conrad portray imperialism in 'Heart of
Darkness'?

Conrad portrays imperialism as a brutal and exploitative system that leads to moral corruption and
dehumanization, revealing the hypocrisy and darkness behind the so-called 'civilizing mission.'

What is the significance of the Congo River in the novel?

The Congo River symbolizes a journey into the unknown and the subconscious, representing the path
into the darkest parts of the human soul and the horrors of colonial exploitation.

How does 'Heart of Darkness' address the theme of
civilization versus savagery?

The novel blurs the line between civilization and savagery, showing that the veneer of civilization can
quickly dissolve to reveal primal instincts and moral darkness within all humans.

What role does the character Kurtz play in 'Heart of
Darkness'?

Kurtz represents the extreme consequences of unchecked power and moral decay, embodying the
darkness at the heart of imperialism and the human psyche.

How is the narrative structure of 'Heart of Darkness' unique?

The story is framed as a tale within a tale, with Marlow narrating his journey to other characters on a
boat, creating layers of storytelling that emphasize the themes of ambiguity and uncertainty.

What criticisms has 'Heart of Darkness' faced regarding its



depiction of Africa and Africans?

The novel has been criticized for its Eurocentric perspective and portrayal of Africans as primitive or
voiceless, which some argue perpetuates colonial stereotypes and racism.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Complexity of The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad stands as one of the most influential and studied works in
English literature, a novella that continues to provoke debate and analysis more than a century after
its publication. Written in 1899, this narrative intricately weaves themes of imperialism, human
nature, and psychological exploration, challenging readers to confront the darker facets of civilization
and the human psyche. Its layered storytelling and ambiguous moral questions have made it a staple
in academic discussions, literary criticism, and cultural studies.

An In-Depth Analysis of The Heart of Darkness by
Joseph Conrad

At its core, the heart of darkness by joseph conrad is a voyage into the unknown, both geographically
and metaphorically. The story follows Charles Marlow, a seaman who embarks on a journey up the
Congo River into the African interior, tasked with retrieving Kurtz, an ivory trader whose reputation
has become legendary. Conrad’s narrative structure—stories within stories—creates a frame that
distances readers from the direct experience while immersing them in Marlow’s introspective
observations.

The novella’s exploration of imperialism is one of its most significant aspects. Set against the
backdrop of European colonial expansion, it critiques the so-called “civilizing mission” by exposing the
brutal exploitation and dehumanization inherent in colonial enterprises. Conrad’s depiction of the
Congo is deliberately murky and oppressive, symbolizing the moral ambiguity and darkness at the
heart of colonialism. This portrayal invites readers to question the righteousness of empire-building
and consider the ethical ramifications of domination and greed.

The Psychological Depth and Symbolism

Conrad’s work is often celebrated for its psychological complexity. The journey into the Congo
becomes a metaphor for a deeper exploration into the human subconscious and the capacity for evil.
Kurtz, the enigmatic figure Marlow seeks, represents both the pinnacle of European imperialistic
ambition and its ultimate moral decay. His descent into madness and moral collapse embodies the
theme of the thin veneer of civilization masking the primal instincts beneath.

The symbolism in the heart of darkness by joseph conrad is rich and multi-layered. The river itself is a
powerful symbol, representing a path to the unknown and the unconscious mind. Darkness is not
merely a physical characteristic of the African jungle but an emblem of ignorance, savagery, and the
unknown facets of human nature. Light and darkness interplay throughout the narrative, challenging



simplistic binaries and instead presenting a world where moral clarity is elusive.

Controversies and Critiques Surrounding the Novel

The heart of darkness by joseph conrad has not escaped criticism, particularly from postcolonial
perspectives. Scholars like Chinua Achebe have argued that the novella perpetuates racist
stereotypes, depicting Africa and its people as backward and inscrutable. Achebe’s critique highlights
the importance of contextualizing Conrad’s work within its historical milieu and recognizing its
limitations and biases.

Despite these critiques, the novella remains a profound literary work that exposes the complexities of
imperialism and human nature. Its ambiguity and layered narrative invite diverse interpretations and
ongoing scholarly debate, making it a dynamic text in literary and cultural studies.

Key Features and Literary Techniques in The Heart of
Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Joseph Conrad’s narrative style in the heart of darkness is notable for its use of framed narration,
unreliable narrators, and dense, evocative prose. The story is recounted by Marlow to an unnamed
audience aboard a boat on the River Thames, a choice that emphasizes the distance between the
familiar Western world and the mysterious African continent. This framing device enhances the
themes of alienation and the elusiveness of truth.

Conrad’s prose is marked by its atmospheric descriptions and psychological insight. His use of
imagery—darkness, shadows, the jungle—creates a mood of foreboding and uncertainty. The
novella’s pacing is deliberate, building tension as Marlow progresses deeper into the Congo and the
narrative delves into existential questions.

Framed Narrative: The story within a story structure adds layers of perspective and questions
the reliability of storytelling.

Symbolism: Objects and settings often symbolize broader themes, such as the river
representing a journey into the subconscious.

Ambiguity: The novella resists clear moral judgments, reflecting the complexity of its themes.

Psychological Exploration: Characters' inner conflicts mirror larger societal and philosophical
issues.

Comparisons with Contemporary Works

When compared to other works from the same era, the heart of darkness by joseph conrad



distinguishes itself through its introspective and critical stance on imperialism. Unlike many colonial
narratives that glorify exploration and conquest, Conrad offers a more nuanced and often bleak
perspective. Its psychological depth aligns it with modernist literature, prefiguring the works of later
authors who explored fragmented identities and moral ambiguity.

The Legacy of The Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
in Modern Literature and Culture

The influence of the heart of darkness extends beyond literature into film, psychology, and cultural
discourse. Its themes resonate in modern examinations of power, race, and morality. Notably, the
novella inspired Francis Ford Coppola’s film Apocalypse Now, which transposes the narrative to the
Vietnam War, underscoring the universality of Conrad’s exploration of darkness within human nature.

In academic circles, the heart of darkness continues to be a subject of rich analysis, from postcolonial
critiques to psychoanalytic readings. Its enduring relevance speaks to Conrad’s ability to capture the
complexities of the human condition and the historical realities of his time.

In sum, the heart of darkness by joseph conrad remains a pivotal work for understanding not only the
literary portrayal of imperialism but also the broader questions about civilization, morality, and the
human soul. Its layered narrative and evocative style invite readers and scholars alike to grapple with
uncomfortable truths and the ambiguities that define human experience.

The Heart Of Darkness By Joseph Conrad

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 1990 Dark
allegory describes the narrator's journey up the Congo River and his meeting with, and fascination
by, Mr. Kurtz, a mysterious personage who dominates the unruly inhabitants of the region. Masterly
blend of adventure, character development, psychological penetration. Considered by many
Conrad's finest, most enigmatic story.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of darkness Joseph Conrad, 2023-11-14
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad is a gripping exploration of the human soul set against the
mysterious backdrop of the African Congo. This novella takes readers on a haunting journey into the
depths of human darkness, both in the heart of the African wilderness and within the hearts of its
characters. The story follows Marlow, a sailor who embarks on a voyage up the Congo River in
search of Kurtz, an enigmatic ivory trader. As Marlow travels deeper into the jungle, he encounters
the brutal realities of colonialism, witnessing the cruelty inflicted upon the native population.
Conrad's prose is rich and atmospheric, painting a vivid picture of the oppressive and surreal
landscape. The narrative delves into themes of imperialism, the corrupting influence of power, and
the blurred line between civilization and savagery. Heart of Darkness is a profound and
thought-provoking work that challenges readers to confront the darkness that can reside within us
all. It's a literary journey that will leave you questioning the depths of human nature and the
consequences of unchecked ambition. This classic novella is a must-read for those who appreciate
literature that probes the human psyche and explores the moral complexities of our world. ABOUT
THE AUTHOR Joseph Conrad, a master of English literature, was born on December 3, 1857, in
Berdichev, Ukraine, which was then part of the Russian Empire. His birth name was Jézef Teodor
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Konrad Korzeniowski. His early life was marked by tragedy when his parents, ardent Polish
nationalists, were exiled to Russia. Conrad began his seafaring career at a young age, which
provided him with the experiences that would later influence his writing. He became a British
subject in 1886 and adopted the name Joseph Conrad. He sailed to various parts of the world,
including Africa and Southeast Asia, as a merchant mariner. Conrad's literary career began later in
life, and English was his third language after Polish and French. Despite this, he is renowned for his
command of the English language. Some of his most famous works include Heart of Darkness, Lord
Jim, and Nostromo. These novels often explore themes of human nature, imperialism, and moral
ambiguity. Heart of Darkness is particularly celebrated for its exploration of the dark heart of
colonialism in Africa. It continues to be studied and adapted into various forms of media. Joseph
Conrad passed away on August 3, 1924, in England. His writing legacy endures, with his novels
regarded as classics of English literature, and his profound exploration of the human psyche and the
consequences of imperialism continue to captivate readers worldwide.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness Harold
Bloom, 2008 Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness is not simply a critique of colonialism in the Congo;
it is an examination of the human tendency toward self-endangering corruptibility. In this updated
collection of critical essays, master literary scholar Harold Bloom suggests that this resonant work
has taken on the power of myth. Book jacket.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness (Fifth Edition) (Norton
Critical Editions) Joseph Conrad, 2016-08-29 “This is the best Norton Critical Edition yet! All my
students have become intensely interested in reading Conrad—largely because of this excellent
work.” —Elise F. Knapp, Western Connecticut State University This Norton Critical Edition includes:
- A newly edited text based on the first English book edition (1902), the last version to which Conrad
is known to have actively contributed. “Textual History and Editing Principles” provides an overview
of the textual controversies and ambiguities perpetually surrounding Heart of Darkness. -
Background and source materials on colonialism and the Congo, nineteenth-century attitudes toward
race, Conrad in the Congo, and Conrad on art and literature. - Fifteen illustrations. - Seven
contemporary responses to the novella along with eighteen essays in criticism—ten of them new to
the Fifth Edition, including an entirely new subsection on film adaptations of Heart of Darkness. - A
Chronology and an updated Selected Bibliography.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2012-08-28 In a
novella which remains highly controversial to this day, Conrad explores the relations between Africa
and Europe. On the surface, this is a horrifying tale of colonial exploitation. The narrator, Marlowe
journeys on business deep into the heart of Africa. But there he encounters Kurtz, an idealist
apparently crazed and depraved by his power over the natives, and the meeting prompts Marlowe to
reflect on the darkness at the heart of all men. This short but complex and often ambiguous story,
which has been the basis of several films and plays, continues to provoke interpretation and
discussion. Heart of Darkness grew out of a journey Joseph Conrad took up the Congo River; the
verisimilitude that the great novelist thereby brought to his most famous tale everywhere enhances
its dense and shattering power. Apparently a sailor’s yarn, it is in fact a grim parody of the
adventure story, in which the narrator, Marlow, travels deep into the heart of the Congo where he
encounters the crazed idealist Kurtz and discovers that the relative values of the civilized and the
primitive are not what they seem. Heart of Darkness is a model of economic storytelling, an
indictment of the inner and outer turmoil caused by the European imperial misadventure, and a
piercing account of the fragility of the human soul.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2017-07-21 How
is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100% Original content)
[lustrated About Heart Of Darkness by Joseph Conrad Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by
Polish-British novelist Joseph Conrad, about a voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State,
in the heart of Africa, by the story's narrator Marlow. Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat
anchored on the River Thames, London, England. This setting provides the frame for Marlow's story



of his obsession with the ivory trader Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between
London and Africa as places of darkness. Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little
difference between so-called civilised people and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness
raises important questions about imperialism and racism.Originally published as a three-part serial
story in Blackwood's Magazine, the novella Heart of Darkness has been variously published and
translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern Library ranked Heart of Darkness as the
sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in English of the twentieth century.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: HEART OF DARKNESS by Joseph Conrad Joseph
Conrad, 2019-12-21 Although Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) is regarded as one of the
greatest writers in English, and Heart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by many
his most famous, finest, and most enigmatic story. - Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale concerns the
journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far
upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike sway
over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is brought face
to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human existence. In its
combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study and acute psychological
penetration, Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It is a book no serious student
of literature can afford to miss. title: HEART OF DARKNESS by Joseph Conrad

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart Of Darkness (Annotated Classic Edition) With
Summaries Joseph Conrad, 2020-04-02 Heart of Darkness, a novel by Joseph Conrad, was originally
a three-part series in Blackwood's Magazine in 1899. It is a story within a story, following a
character named Charlie Marlow, who recounts his adventure to a group of men onboard an
anchored ship. The story told is of his early life as a ferry boat captain. Although his job was to
transport ivory downriver, Charlie develops an interest in investing an ivory procurement agent,
Kurtz, who is employed by the government. Preceded by his reputation as a brilliant emissary of
progress, Kurtz has now established himself as a god among the natives in one of the darkest places
on earth. Marlow suspects something else of Kurtz: he has gone mad.A reflection on corruptive
European colonialism and a journey into the nightmare psyche of one of the corrupted, Heart of
Darkness is considered one of the most influential works ever written.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness - Joseph Conrad Joseph
Conrad, 2019-12-21 Although Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) is regarded as one of the
greatest writers in English, and Heart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by many
his most famous, finest, and most enigmatic story. - Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale concerns the
journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far
upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike sway
over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is brought face
to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human existence. In its
combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study and acute psychological
penetration, Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It is a book no serious student
of literature can afford to miss. title: Heart of Darkness - Joseph Conra

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2015-01-14 Heart
of Darkness by Joseph Conrad Joseph Conrad (1857-1924)]Joseph Conrad was among the most
famous authors of his time in the British empire. He was known for his classic contribution to the
literature, especially to the modernist movement. However some of his works were embedding with
the fine romanticism tunes he is known as a modernist author rather than a romanticist.Joseph
Conrad was born in the Polish family in Kiev region of Russian empire. His town's name was
Terekhove. He regarded himself as a pole or polish throughout his life even after getting British
nationality.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness : Large Print Joseph Conrad,
2018-11-03 Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad . In Conrad's haunting tale, Marlow, a seaman and
wanderer, recounts his physical and psychological journey in search of the enigmatic Kurtz.




Travelling to the heart of the African continent, he discovers how Kurtz has gained his position of
power and influence over the local people. Marlow's struggle to fathom his experience involves him
in a radical questioning of not only his own nature and values but the nature and values of his
society.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: The Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2010-05-27

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: The Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 1995-02-02
Did he live his life through in every detail of desire, temptation and surrender during that supreme
moment of complete knowledge? He cried whisperingly at some image at some vision,-he cried
twice, with a cry that was no more than a breath- The horror! The Horror! Charles Marlow's journey
into the heart of Africa is odyssey into corruption, absurdity the Africans and conspiring against
each other; he voyages upstream on a paddle-steamer that comes under lethal attack; and he
encounters the great idealist, Mr. Kurtz, the genius who seemed to represent the best Europe. But
Mr. Kurtz has 'taken a high seat among the devils of the land,' and Marlow returns to Europe
bearing the burden of appalling knowledge, forced to make his 'choice of nightmares.' Conrad's
critical tale of self inspired the far-reaching film Apocalypse Now as well as generations of critical
discussion. A comprehensive paperback edition, with introduction notes, selected criticism, text
summary and chronology of Conrad's life and times

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness (1902) Novel by Joseph
Conrad, 2017-01-22 Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-British novelist Joseph Conrad,
about a voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the story's
narrator Marlow. Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames,
London, England. This setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory
trader Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa as places of
darkness. Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called
civilised people and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about
imperialism and racism

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2021-01-15
Although Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) is regarded as one of the greatest writers in
English, and Heart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by many his most famous,
finest, and most enigmatic story. - Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale concerns the journey of the
narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far upriver, he
encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike sway over the
inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is brought face to face
with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human existence.In its combination
of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study and acute psychological penetration,
Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It is a book no serious student of literature
can afford to miss.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness (1902). By: Joseph Conrad
Joseph Conrad, 2017-01-24 Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-British novelist Joseph
Conrad, about a voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the
story's narrator Marlow.Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River
Thames, London, England. This setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with
the ivory trader Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa as
places of darkness. Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between
so-called civilised people and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about
imperialism and racism.Originally published as a three-part serial story in Blackwood's Magazine,
Heart of Darkness has been variously published and translated into many languages. In 1998, the
Modern Library ranked Heart of Darkness as the sixty-seventh of the hundred best novels in English
of the twentieth century. Plot: Aboard the Nellie, anchored in the River Thames near Gravesend,
England, Charles Marlow tells his fellow sailors about the events that led to his appointment as
captain of a river steamboat for an ivory trading company. As a child, Marlow had been fascinated



by the blank spaces on maps, particularly by the biggest, which by the time he had grown up was no
longer blank but turned into a place of darkness (Conrad 10). Yet there remained a big river,
resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a
vast country and its tail lost in the depths of the land (Conrad 10). The image of this river on the map
fascinated Marlow as a snake would a bird (Conrad 10). Feeling as though instead of going to the
centre of a continent I were about to set off for the centre of the earth, Marlow takes passage on a
French steamer bound for the African coast and then into the interior (Conrad 18). After more than
thirty days the ship anchors off the seat of the government near the mouth of the big river. Marlow,
still some two hundred miles to go, now takes passage on a little sea-going steamer captained by a
Swede. He departs some thirty miles up the river where his Company's station is. Work on the
railway is going on, involving removal of rocks with explosives. Marlow enters a narrow ravine to
stroll in the shade under the trees, and finds himself in the gloomy circle of some Inferno: the place
is full of diseased Africans who worked on the railroad and now await their deaths, their sickened
bodies already as thin as air (Conrad 24-25). Marlow witnesses the scene horror-struck (Conrad 26).
Marlow has to wait for ten days in the Company's Outer Station, where he sleeps in a hut. At this
station, which strikes Marlow as a scene of devastation, he meets the Company's impeccably dressed
chief accountant who tells him of a Mr. Kurtz, who is in charge of a very important trading-post, and
a widely respected, first-class agent, a 'very remarkable person' who 'Sends in as much ivory as all
the others put together' (Conrad 28). The agent predicts that Kurtz will go very far: 'He will be a
somebody in the Administration before long. They, above-the Council in Europe, you know-mean him
to be' (Conrad 29)....... Joseph Conrad (Polish pronunciation: [born Jozef Teodor Konrad
Korzeniowski; 3 December 1857 - 3 August 1924) was a Polish-British writer regarded as one of the
greatest novelists to write in the English language. He joined the British merchant marine in 1878,
and was granted British nationality in 1886. Though he did not speak English fluently until his
twenties, he was a master prose stylist who brought a non-English sensibility into English
literature.He wrote stories and novels, many with a nautical setting, that depict trials of the human
spirit in the midst of an impassive, inscrutable universe....

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness:(Annotated Edition) Joseph
Conrad, 2021-07-25 Although Polish by birth, Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) is regarded as one of the
greatest writers in English, and Heart of Darkness, first published in 1902, is considered by many
his most famous, finest, and most enigmatic story. -- Encyclopaedia Britannica. The tale concerns the
journey of the narrator (Marlow) up the Congo River on behalf of a Belgian trading company. Far
upriver, he encounters the mysterious Kurtz, an ivory trader who exercises an almost godlike sway
over the inhabitants of the region. Both repelled and fascinated by the man, Marlow is brought face
to face with the corruption and despair that Conrad saw at the heart of human existence. In its
combination of narrative and symbolic power, masterly character study and acute psychological
penetration, Heart of Darkness ranks as a landmark of modern fiction. It is a book no serious student
of literature can afford to miss.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness (Global Classics) Joseph Conrad,
2018-08 Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-English novelist Joseph Conrad, about a
voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the story's narrator
Charles Marlow. Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames. This
setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory trader Kurtz, which
enables Conrad to create a parallel between the greatest town on earth and Africa as places of
darkness. Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called
civilised people and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about
imperialism and racism. Originally issued as a three-part serial story in Blackwood's Magazine to
celebrate the thousandth edition of the magazine, Heart of Darkness has been widely re-published
and translated into many languages. In 1998, the Modern Library ranked Heart of Darkness 67th on
their list of the 100 best novels in English of the twentieth century.
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2020-11-22 Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-English novelist Joseph Conrad about a
narrated voyage up the Congo River into the Congo Free State in the Heart of Africa. Charles
Marlow, the narrator, tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames. This
setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the successful ivory trader Kurtz.
Conrad offers parallels between London (the greatest town on earth) and Africa as places of
darkness.Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between civilised people
and those described as savages. Heart of Darkness implicitly comments on imperialism and racism.

the heart of darkness by joseph conrad: Heart of Darkness Joseph Conrad, 2017-05-03
Heart of Darkness is a novel by Joseph Conrad published in 1899...About a voyage up the Congo
River into the Congo Free State, in the heart of Africa, by the story's narrator Marlow. Marlow tells
his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames, London, England. This setting
provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory trader Kurtz, which enables
Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa as places of darkness.. Central to Conrad's
work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called civilised people and those described
as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions about imperialism and racism...Summary : Aboard
the Nellie, anchored in the River Thames near Gravesend, England, Charles Marlow tells his fellow
sailors about the events that led to his appointment as captain of a river steamboat for an ivory
trading company. As a child, Marlow had been fascinated by the blank spaces on maps, particularly
by the biggest, which by the time he had grown up was no longer blank but turned into a place of
darkness (Conrad 10). Yet there remained a big river, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with
its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country and its tail lost in the depths of
the land (Conrad 10). The image of this river on the map fascinated Marlow as a snake would a bird
(Conrad 10). Feeling as though instead of going to the centre of a continent I were about to set off
for the centre of the earth, Marlow takes passage on a French steamer bound for the African coast
and then into the interior...Extrait : 'l flew around like mad to get ready, and before forty-eight hours
I was crossing the Channel to show myself to my employers, and sign the contract. In a very few
hours I arrived in a city that always makes me think of a whited sepulchre. Prejudice no doubt. I had
no difficulty in finding the Company's offices. It was the biggest thing in the town, and everybody I
met was full of it. They were going to run an over-sea empire, and make no end of coin by trade.'A
narrow and deserted street in deep shadow, high houses, innumerable windows with venetian
blinds, a dead silence, grass sprouting right and left, immense double doors standing ponderously
ajar. I slipped through one of these cracks, went up a swept and ungarnished staircase, as arid as a
desert, and opened the first door I came to. Two women, one fat and the other slim, sat on
straw-bottomed chairs, knitting black wool. The slim one got up and walked straight at me-- still
knitting with downcast eyes--and only just as I began to think of getting out of her way, as you would
for a somnambulist, stood still, and looked up. Her dress was as plain as an umbrella-cover, and she
turned round without a word and preceded me into a waiting-room. I gave my name, and looked
about. Deal table in the middle, plain chairs all round the walls, on one end a large shining map,
marked with all the colours of a rainbow...Biography : Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) was a
Polish-British writer regarded as one of the greatest novelists to write in the English language. He
joined the British merchant marine in 1878, and was granted British nationality in 1886. Though he
did not speak English fluently until his twenties, he was a master prose stylist who brought a
non-English sensibility into English literature.He wrote stories and novels, many with a nautical
setting, that depict trials of the human spirit in the midst of an impassive, inscrutable
universe.Conrad is considered an early modernist, though his works still contain elements of
19th-century realism.His narrative style and anti-heroic charactershave influenced many authors,
including F. Scott Fitzgerald...
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