
the fall of the house of usher short story
The Fall of the House of Usher: Exploring Poe’s Haunting Classic

the fall of the house of usher short story is a timeless piece by Edgar Allan Poe that continues to
captivate readers with its dark atmosphere, psychological depth, and gothic elements. Since its
publication in 1839, this story has stood as a quintessential example of American gothic literature,
blending themes of madness, family decay, and supernatural dread. If you’ve ever wondered what
makes this story so enduring or wanted to dive deeper into its symbolism and narrative techniques,
you’re in the right place.

Understanding the Plot of The Fall of the House of
Usher Short Story

At its core, the story follows an unnamed narrator who visits his childhood friend, Roderick Usher, at
the eerie and crumbling Usher family mansion. Roderick has sent a letter pleading for companionship
as he suffers from a mysterious illness that affects both his body and mind. Upon arrival, the narrator
finds the mansion shrouded in gloom, mirroring the deteriorating mental state of its inhabitants.

Throughout the story, the narrator observes the physical and psychological decay of the Usher family,
including Roderick’s twin sister, Madeline, who is also gravely ill. The climax unfolds with supernatural
and symbolic elements, culminating in the literal collapse of the house, signaling the end of the Usher
bloodline.

The Plot’s Central Themes

One of the most fascinating aspects of the fall of the house of usher short story is its exploration of
themes such as:

- **Madness and Psychological Horror:** Roderick’s mental instability is portrayed with haunting
intensity, reflecting Poe’s interest in the fragility of the human mind.
- **Family Decay and Isolation:** The Usher family’s decline symbolizes hereditary doom and the
consequences of isolation from society.
- **The Supernatural and Gothic Atmosphere:** The eerie mansion itself almost acts as a character,
embodying the haunting legacy of the Ushers.

The Symbolism Embedded in The Fall of the House of
Usher Short Story

Poe’s story is rich in symbolism, which adds layers of meaning to the narrative and invites multiple
interpretations.



The House as a Symbol

The Usher mansion represents more than just a physical dwelling—it symbolizes the deterioration of
the Usher family and their ancestral lineage. The cracks in the building’s structure parallel the cracks
in the family’s stability and sanity. When the house finally collapses, it signifies the ultimate
destruction of both the physical and psychological realms tied to the Ushers.

Duality and Twins

The story features Roderick and Madeline Usher, twins who embody themes of duality and
interconnected fate. Their shared condition and mysterious bond hint at the inescapable nature of
family curses or inherited madness. This twin motif enhances the eerie and uncanny atmosphere that
permeates the story.

Nature and the Supernatural

Poe uses the bleak and decaying landscape surrounding the Usher mansion to mirror the story’s
mood. The dark, stagnant waters and lifeless trees create an environment that feels suspended in
time and imbued with supernatural dread. This interplay between setting and mood is a hallmark of
gothic fiction and is masterfully employed in this short story.

Why The Fall of the House of Usher Short Story
Remains Relevant Today

More than a century after its publication, the fall of the house of usher short story continues to
resonate with readers and scholars alike. Its exploration of mental illness, family trauma, and
existential fear taps into universal human experiences. Additionally, its richly atmospheric writing and
psychological complexity make it a favorite in literary studies and adaptations.

Psychological Horror and Modern Interpretations

Today’s readers often view the story through the lens of psychological horror rather than supernatural
terror alone. Roderick’s descent into madness and the narrator’s increasing anxiety can be
interpreted as metaphors for mental health struggles. This approach provides a fresh way to
appreciate Poe’s work beyond its gothic trappings.

Influence on Popular Culture

The fall of the house of usher short story has inspired countless adaptations across various media,
including film, theater, and graphic novels. Its themes have influenced modern horror and thriller



genres, highlighting Poe’s lasting impact on storytelling. Recognizing these cultural echoes can enrich
your understanding and enjoyment of the story.

Tips for Reading and Analyzing The Fall of the House of
Usher Short Story

If you’re diving into Poe’s tale for the first time or revisiting it, here are some tips to enhance your
reading experience:

Pay attention to the setting: Notice how Poe uses detailed descriptions of the mansion and
surroundings to build mood and foreshadow events.

Consider the narrator’s reliability: The unnamed narrator’s perceptions might be influenced
by his own fears and biases, adding layers of ambiguity.

Explore the symbolism: Reflect on how physical elements like the house and the twins relate
to broader themes of decay and duality.

Take note of the language: Poe’s use of rhythm, repetition, and vivid imagery intensifies the
story’s eerie atmosphere.

Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations with fellow readers can reveal new insights and
deepen your appreciation.

The Fall of the House of Usher in the Context of Edgar
Allan Poe’s Works

This short story exemplifies many features that define Poe’s writing style and thematic interests.
Known for his mastery of macabre and gothic tales, Poe often explored psychological torment, death,
and the supernatural. The fall of the house of usher short story encapsulates these elements while
highlighting Poe’s skill in creating immersive, unsettling narratives.

Connection to Poe’s Other Stories

Themes of madness and decay also appear in stories like “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Masque of
the Red Death,” making the fall of the house of usher part of a larger conversation within Poe’s
oeuvre. Understanding these connections can shed light on recurring motifs and Poe’s philosophical
preoccupations.



Literary Techniques Poe Employs

Poe’s use of first-person narration, unreliable narrators, and detailed sensory descriptions heightens
suspense and ambiguity. In this story, the confined setting and claustrophobic atmosphere trap both
characters and readers in a world where reality and nightmare blur.

Reading the fall of the house of usher short story offers a glimpse into the depths of human fear and
the fragility of the mind, all wrapped in Poe’s signature gothic style. Whether you’re a literature
enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about classic horror, this story provides a rich and haunting
experience that lingers long after you’ve turned the last page.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Fall of the House of Usher'?
The main theme of 'The Fall of the House of Usher' is the decay of a family lineage and the
psychological effects of isolation and madness.

How does Edgar Allan Poe create a gothic atmosphere in the
story?
Poe creates a gothic atmosphere through his use of dark, eerie settings, detailed descriptions of the
decaying mansion, and the mood of suspense and horror surrounding the Usher family.

What is the significance of the house in 'The Fall of the House
of Usher'?
The house symbolizes the Usher family itself, representing both their physical decay and their mental
and moral decline. Its eventual collapse parallels the fall of the family line.

Who are the main characters in 'The Fall of the House of
Usher' and what roles do they play?
The main characters are the unnamed narrator, Roderick Usher, and Madeline Usher. Roderick is the
troubled owner of the house, Madeline is his twin sister who suffers from a mysterious illness, and the
narrator is Roderick’s friend who witnesses the events.

What is the significance of Madeline Usher's character in the
story?
Madeline represents the physical and symbolic decline of the Usher family. Her illness and eventual
death contribute to the story's themes of death, decay, and the supernatural, culminating in the
collapse of the house.



Additional Resources
The Enduring Allure of The Fall of the House of Usher: A Literary Examination

the fall of the house of usher short story remains one of Edgar Allan Poe’s most haunting and
celebrated works, encapsulating themes of decay, madness, and the uncanny. Since its first
publication in 1839, the narrative has captivated readers and critics alike, continuing to inspire
countless adaptations and scholarly interpretations. This article delves into the complex layers of the
story, offering a thorough analysis while integrating relevant keywords such as Gothic literature,
psychological horror, and Poe’s narrative style to enhance search visibility and reader engagement.

An In-Depth Analysis of The Fall of the House of Usher

Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher” stands as a quintessential example of Gothic
literature, a genre characterized by its eerie settings, supernatural elements, and exploration of
human fears. The story’s atmosphere is meticulously crafted, with the decaying mansion—both a
physical and symbolic entity—serving as a central motif. The house itself mirrors the deteriorating
mental states of its inhabitants, Roderick and Madeline Usher, thereby intertwining setting and
character in a manner that is both innovative and unsettling.

At its core, the narrative explores themes of isolation, hereditary madness, and mortality. Poe’s use of
first-person narration offers an intimate glimpse into the psyche of the unnamed visitor, whose
observations and reactions provide a grounding perspective amidst the story’s surreal events. The
interplay between reality and the supernatural is deliberately ambiguous, inviting readers to question
the reliability of perception and the boundaries between life and death.

Symbolism and Setting: The Usher Mansion as a Living Entity

The mansion in “The Fall of the House of Usher” transcends its role as a mere backdrop; it functions
almost as a living organism, reflecting the decline of the Usher family line. Poe describes the house
with vivid, unsettling imagery—the “vacant eye-like windows,” the “crumbling stones,” and the
oppressive atmosphere contribute to a sense of impending doom. This architectural decay parallels
the physical and mental disintegration of Roderick Usher, suggesting a profound connection between
place and person.

The story’s setting aligns with common Gothic tropes but is distinct in its psychological depth. Unlike
traditional haunted houses inhabited by external ghosts, the house here seems haunted by the
internal ghosts of its own lineage, particularly the hereditary illness that plagues the Ushers. This
fusion of setting and theme reinforces the story’s exploration of inherited trauma and the
inescapability of fate.

Psychological Horror and Narrative Technique

Poe’s mastery of psychological horror is evident through his intricate portrayal of Roderick Usher’s
mental decline and the eerie atmosphere that permeates the story. The narrative’s slow pacing and



detailed descriptions build a tension that culminates in the climactic collapse of both the family and
their ancestral home. The use of an unreliable narrator adds to the unsettling tone, as the reader is
left to decipher the truth amid subjective impressions and possible hallucinations.

The story’s exploration of fear operates on multiple levels—fear of death, fear of madness, and fear of
the unknown. Poe’s language is deliberately ambiguous, blurring the lines between reality and
imagination. This ambiguity enhances the story’s psychological complexity and its lasting appeal in
the horror genre.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary Influence

When examining “The Fall of the House of Usher” within the broader context of American literature, it
is notable for its early integration of psychological and supernatural elements. Compared to other
Gothic works of the 19th century, Poe’s story is distinguished by its intense focus on mental states
rather than external threats. This focus influenced later authors who sought to explore the human
mind’s darker recesses through fiction.

Moreover, the short story’s influence extends beyond literature into film, theater, and visual arts.
Adaptations often emphasize the story’s atmospheric tension and symbolic imagery, underscoring its
versatility and enduring relevance. The tale’s exploration of decay and doom resonates with
contemporary audiences, reflecting universal anxieties about mortality and identity.

Pros and Cons of Different Interpretations

Pros: Many critics praise the story for its rich symbolism and psychological depth, which allow
for diverse readings ranging from literal Gothic horror to allegories of mental illness.

Cons: Some argue that the story’s dense prose and ambiguous narrative may alienate readers
seeking straightforward plots, potentially limiting its accessibility.

These varied perspectives contribute to the ongoing scholarly discourse surrounding the story,
demonstrating its complexity and capacity to engage different audiences.

Key Features of The Fall of the House of Usher Short Story

Atmospheric Description: Poe’s detailed and evocative descriptions create a palpable sense1.
of dread that permeates the narrative.

Symbolic Architecture: The Usher mansion symbolizes the decay of the family line and2.
serves as a metaphor for mental deterioration.



Psychological Complexity: The story delves into themes of madness, fear, and mortality3.
through nuanced character portrayal.

Unreliable Narration: The narrator’s subjective viewpoint introduces ambiguity and heightens4.
the story’s mysterious qualities.

Integration of Gothic Elements: Classic Gothic motifs such as isolation, supernatural5.
undertones, and ancestral curses are skillfully woven into the plot.

These elements collectively contribute to the story’s status as a masterpiece of Gothic fiction and a
foundational work in the development of psychological horror.

The enduring fascination with “The Fall of the House of Usher” lies in its ability to evoke profound
unease through a combination of atmosphere, symbolism, and narrative innovation. Poe’s exploration
of the human psyche and the inevitable decay of both body and legacy continues to resonate,
confirming the story’s place as a pivotal work in American literary history.

The Fall Of The House Of Usher Short Story

  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Gip Hoppe, 1991 A
comfortable, suburban family man receives a desperate call from a forgotten childhood
acquaintance. Thus starts a journey into madness that takes Ed Allen to the House of Usher and its
terrible secrets and temptations. This modern adaptation of the classic short story by Edgar Allen
Poe transports Gothic horror into the 90s, questioning the definition of sanity in the same way Poe
did. This is an exhilarating theatrical adventure with an apocalyptic ending. Actors and designers
will be challenged in new ways in this unpredictable and wildly entertaining play. Use of the music is
not mandatory but will enhance productions.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2017-02-23 -The Fall of the House of Usher- shows Poe's ability to create an emotional tone in his
work, specifically feelings of fear, doom, and guilt. These emotions center on Roderick Usher, who,
like many Poe characters, suffers from an unnamed disease. Like the narrator in -The Tell-Tale
Heart-, his disease inflames his hyperactive senses. The illness manifests physically but is based in
Roderick's mental or even moral state. He is sick, it is suggested, because he expects to be sick
based on his family's history of illness and is, therefore, essentially a hypochondriac. Similarly, he
buries his sister alive because he expects to bury her alive, creating his own self-fulfilling prophecy.
The House of Usher, itself doubly referring both to the actual structure and the family, plays a
significant role in the story. It is the first -character- that the narrator introduces to the reader,
presented with a humanized description: its windows are described as -eye-like- twice in the first
paragraph. The fissure that develops in its side is symbolic of the decay of the Usher family and the
house -dies- along with the two Usher siblings. This connection was emphasized in Roderick's poem
-The Haunted Palace- which seems to be a direct reference to the house that foreshadows doom.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall Of The House Of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2013-01-29 Roderick Usher’s fate is inextricably intertwined with that of his sister, Madeline, and
that of their estate. As one falls, so do they all. “The Fall of the House of Usher” is considered Edgar
Allan Poe’s greatest work, and a masterpiece of Gothic horror. A pioneer of the short story genre,
Poe’s stories typically captured themes of the macabre and included elements of the mysterious. His

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/the-fall-of-the-house-of-usher-short-story.pdf


better-known stories include “The Fall of the House of Usher”, “The Pit and the Pendulum”, “The
Murders in the Rue Morgue”, “The Masque of the Red Death” and “The Tell-Tale Heart”.
HarperCollins brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest
standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the
HarperCollins short-stories collection to build your digital library.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2015-11-24 The fate of the Usher ancestral home rests on the heads of Roderick and Madeline
Usher—siblings afflicted with psychological illnesses that will prove to be their undoing. A master of
the mysterious and the macabre, Edgar Allan Poe's short stories explore the human psyche. The Fall
of the House of Usher is considered to be one of the author's most famous works, and is a
masterpiece of American Gothic literature. Be it mystery, romance, drama, comedy, politics, or
history, great literature stands the test of time. ClassicJoe proudly brings literary classics to today's
digital readers, connecting those who love to read with authors whose work continues to get people
talking. Look for other fiction and non-fiction classics from ClassicJoe.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher by Edgar Allan
Poe Edgar Allen Poe, 2017-11-28 The Fall of the House of Usher is a short story by American writer
Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1839.Author Edgar Allan PoeCountry United StatesLanguage
EnglishGenre(s) Horror, GothicPublished in Burton's Gentleman's MagazinePublication date
September 1839The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his friend,
Roderick Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country complaining of an
illness and asking for his help. As he arrives, the narrator notes a thin crack extending from the roof,
down the front of the building and into the adjacent lake.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
Alicar Regges, 2016-07-26 The Fall of the House of Usher is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe first
published in 1839. The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his friend,
Roderick Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country complaining of an
illness and asking for his help. As he arrives, the narrator notes a thin crack extending from the roof,
down the front of the building and into the adjacent lake. Although Poe wrote this short story before
the invention of modern psychological science, Roderick's condition can be described according to
its terminology. It includes a form of sensory overload known as hyperesthesia (hypersensitivity to
textures, light, sounds, smells and tastes), hypochondria (an excessive preoccupation or worry about
having a serious illness) and acute anxiety. It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister, Madeline, is
also ill and falls into cataleptic, deathlike trances. The narrator is impressed with Roderick's
paintings, and attempts to cheer him by reading with him and listening to his improvised musical
compositions on the guitar. Roderick sings The Haunted Palace, then tells the narrator that he
believes the house he lives in to be alive, and that this sentience arises from the arrangement of the
masonry and vegetation surrounding it. Roderick later informs the narrator that his sister has died
and insists that she be entombed for two weeks in the family tomb located in the house before being
permanently buried. The narrator helps Roderick put the body in the tomb, and he notes that
Madeline has rosy cheeks, as some do after death. They inter her, but over the next week both
Roderick and the narrator find themselves becoming increasingly agitated for no apparent reason. A
storm begins. Roderick comes to the narrator's bedroom, which is situated directly above the vault,
and throws open his window to the storm. He notices that the tarn surrounding the house seems to
glow in the dark, as it glowed in Roderick Usher's paintings, although there is no lightning. The
narrator attempts to calm Roderick by reading aloud The Mad Tryst, a novel involving a knight
named Ethelred who breaks into a hermit's dwelling in an attempt to escape an approaching storm,
only to find a palace of gold guarded by a dragon. He also finds, hanging on the wall, a shield of
shining brass on which is written a legend: Who entereth herein, a conqueror hath bin; Who slayeth
the dragon, the shield he shall win;[1] With a stroke of his mace, Ethelred kills the dragon, who dies
with a piercing shriek, and proceeds to take the shield, which falls to the floor with an unnerving
clatter. As the narrator reads of the knight's forcible entry into the dwelling, cracking and ripping



sounds are heard somewhere in the house. When the dragon is described as shrieking as it dies, a
shriek is heard, again within the house. As he relates the shield falling from off the wall, a
reverberation, metallic and hollow, can be heard. Roderick becomes increasingly hysterical, and
eventually exclaims that these sounds are being made by his sister, who was in fact alive when she
was entombed. Additionally, Roderick somehow knew that she was alive. The bedroom door is then
blown open to reveal Madeline standing there. She falls on her brother, and both land on the floor as
corpses. The narrator then flees the house, and, as he does so, notices a flash of moonlight behind
him which causes him to turn back, in time to see the moon shining through the suddenly widened
crack. As he watches, the House of Usher splits in two and the fragments sink into the tarn.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall Of The House Of Usher Edgar Allan
Poe, 2020-04-15 The Fall Of The House Of Usher By Edgar Allan Poe The Fall of the House of Usher
is a short story by American writer Edgar Allan Poe, first published in 1839 in Burton's Gentleman's
Magazine, then included in the collection Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque in 1840. The short
story, a work of Gothic fiction, includes themes of madness, family, isolation, and metaphysical
identities. The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his friend, Roderick
Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country complaining of an illness
and asking for his help. As he arrives, the narrator notes a thin crack extending from the roof, down
the front of the building and into the adjacent lake. It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister,
Madeline, is also ill and falls into cataleptic, deathlike trances. Roderick and Madeline are the only
remaining members of the Usher family. The narrator is impressed with Roderick's paintings and
attempts to cheer him by reading with him and listening to his improvised musical compositions on
the guitar. Roderick sings The Haunted Palace, then tells the narrator that he believes the house he
lives in to be alive, and that this sentience arises from the arrangement of the masonry and
vegetation surrounding it. Further, Roderick believes that his fate is connected to the family
mansion. Roderick later informs the narrator that his sister has died and insists that she be
entombed for two weeks in the family tomb located in the house before being permanently buried.
The narrator helps Roderick put the body in the tomb, and notes that Madeline has rosy cheeks, as
some do after death. They inter her, but over the next week both Roderick and the narrator find
themselves becoming increasingly agitated for no apparent reason. A storm begins. Roderick comes
to the narrator's bedroom, which is situated directly above the vault, and throws open his window to
the storm. He notices that the tarn surrounding the house seems to glow in the dark as it glowed in
Roderick Usher's paintings, but there is no lightning. The narrator attempts to calm Roderick by
reading aloud The Mad Trist, a novel involving a knight named Ethelred who breaks into a hermit's
dwelling in an attempt to escape an approaching storm, only to find a palace of gold guarded by a
dragon. He also finds, hanging on the wall, a shield of shining brass on which is written a legend:
Who entereth herein, a conqueror hath bin; Who slayeth the dragon, the shield he shall win; With a
stroke of his mace, Ethelred kills the dragon, who dies with a piercing shriek, and proceeds to take
the shield, which falls to the floor with an unnerving clatter.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2017-02-25 The short story The Fall of the House of Usher opens with the unnamed narrator arriving
at the house of his boyhood friend Roderick Usher. Having received a letter from him complaining of
an illness and asking for his help. Roderick's symptoms include hypersensitivity and an excessive
preoccupation about having a serious illness. It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister, Madeline, is
also ill and falls into death-like trances. Roderick tells the narrator that he believes the house he
lives in to be sentient, and that this sentience arises from the arrangement of the masonry and
vegetation surrounding it ...
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of The House of Usher by Edgar Allan Poe
Edgar Allan Poe, 2023-10-01 A truly spine-tingling story, told in Edgar Allan Poe's unmistakable
atmospheric style. The Fall of the House of Usher describes the final hours of a family tormented by
tragedy and the legacy of the past. A nameless narrator is summoned to the home of his childhood
friend, Roderick Usher, who is plagued with crippling anxiety and believes his house is sentient.



When his sister Madeline--prone to death-like trances--eventually dies, Roderick asks the narrator to
help entomb her in the family vault. Edgar Allan Poe was a master of short fiction, and this is
frequently cited as the crown jewel of his prose writing.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe
Edgar Allen Poe, 2016-12-22 The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his
friend, Roderick Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country
complaining of an illness and asking for his help. As he arrives, the narrator notes a thin crack
extending from the roof, down the front of the building and into the adjacent lake.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
1997 A visitor to a gloomy mansion finds a childhood friend dying under the spell of a family curse.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: "The Fall of the House of Usher" - More than
fiction André Düser, 2008-03-26 Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies
- Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Duisburg-Essen, language: English, abstract: The short story
“The Fall of the House of Usher”, written by Edgar Allen Poe, was published the first time in the
year 1839 in the September issue of Burton’s Gentleman’s Magazine; it was and still is considered
one of Poe’s most popular stories. Many critics and interpreters have brought to attention, that this
story, more than any other of Poe’s works, contain information and hints about the life of Edgar
Allen Poe himself. While the character of Roderick Usher seems to be an image of Poe himself, the
character of Roderick’s twin sister Madeline Usher can be seen as an image of Virginia Clemm, who
was actually Poe’s first cousin as well as his child bride. Virginia died on January 30, 1847, on behalf
of tuberculosis. “Certainly, the wasting away of Madeline Usher strongly calls to mind the suffering
of [...] Virginia Clemm.” In this term paper I am going to point out the parallels and similarities
between Edgar Allen Poe and Roderick Usher, as well as those between Virginia Clemm and
Madeline Usher. I too, like many others, believe that Poe was inspired to write “The Fall of the
House of Usher” by his own life as well as the life of his child-bride Virginia, especially the events of
Virginia’s death, which had sent Poe into deep depression and inspired many of his tales and poems.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2014-04-21 The Fall of the House of Usher – By Edgar Allan Poe. The Fall of the House of Usher is a
short story by Edgar Allan Poe first published in 1839. The story begins with the unnamed narrator
arriving at the house of his friend, Roderick Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant
part of the country complaining of an illness and asking for his help. Although Poe wrote this short
story before the invention of modern psychological science, Roderick's condition can be described
according to its terminology. It includes a form of sensory overload known as hyperesthesia
(hypersensitivity to light, sounds, smells, and tastes), hypochondria (an excessive preoccupation or
worry about having a serious illness), and acute anxiety. It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister,
Madeline, is also ill and falls into cataleptic, deathlike trances. The narrator is impressed with
Roderick's paintings, and attempts to cheer him by reading with him and listening to his improvised
musical compositions on the guitar. Roderick sings The Haunted Palace, then tells the narrator that
he believes the house he lives in to be alive, and that this sentience arises from the arrangement of
the masonry and vegetation surrounding it. Roderick later informs the narrator that his sister has
died and insists that she be entombed for two weeks in a vault (family tomb) in the house before
being permanently buried. The narrator helps Roderick put the body in the tomb, and he notes that
Madeline has rosy cheeks, as some do after death. They inter her, but over the next week both
Roderick and the narrator find themselves becoming increasingly agitated for no apparent reason. A
storm begins. Roderick comes to the narrator's bedroom, which is situated directly above the vault,
and throws open his window to the storm. He notices that the tarn surrounding the house seems to
glow in the dark, as it glowed in Roderick Usher's paintings, although there is no lightning.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Edgar Allan Poe,
2018-09-19 The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his friend, Roderick
Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country complaining of an illness
and asking for his help. As he arrives, the narrator notes a thin crack extending from the roof, down



the front of the building and into the adjacent lake.Although Poe wrote this short story before the
invention of modern psychological science, Roderick's condition can be described according to its
terminology. It includes a form of sensory overload known as hyperesthesia (hypersensitivity to
textures, light, sounds, smells and tastes), hypochondria (an excessive preoccupation or worry about
having a serious illness) and acute anxiety.[citation needed] It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister,
Madeline, is also ill and falls into cataleptic, deathlike trances. Roderick and Madeline are the only
remaining members of the Usher family.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher (Illustrated and
Annotated) Edgar Allan Poe, 2017-11-20 This is an annotated and illustrated version of the
book1.contains an updated biography of the author at the end of the book for a better understanding
of the text.2.It also contains new and unique illustrations to give a better documentation and realism
to the book3.This book has been checked and corrected for spelling errorsDuring the whole of a dull,
dark, and soundless day in theautumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in
theheavens, I had been passing alone, on horseback, through asingularly dreary tract of country;
and at length found myself, as the shades of the evening drew on, within view of themelancholy
House of Usher. I know not how it was--but, with thefirst glimpse of the building, a sense of
insufferable gloompervaded my spirit. I say insufferable; for the feeling wasunrelieved by any of that
half-pleasureable, because poetic, sentiment, with which the mind usually receives even the
sternestnatural images of the desolate or terrible. I looked upon thescene before me--upon the mere
house, and the simple landscapefeatures of the domain--upon the bleak walls--upon the
vacanteye-like windows--upon a few rank sedges--and upon a few whitetrunks of decayed trees--with
an utter depression of soul which Ican compare to no earthly sensation more properly than to
theafter-dream of the reveller upon opium--the bitter lapse intoeveryday life--the hideous dropping
off of the veil. There wasan iciness, a sinking, a sickening of the heart--an unredeemeddreariness of
thought which no goading of the imagination couldtorture into aught of the sublime. What was it--I
paused tothink--what was it that so unnerved me in the contemplation ofthe House of Usher? It was
a mystery all insoluble; nor could Igrapple with the shadowy fancies that crowded upon me as
Ipondered. I was forced to fall back upon the unsatisfactoryconclusion, that while, beyond doubt,
there are combinationsof very simple natural objects which have the power of thusaffecting us, still
the analysis of this power lies amongconsiderations beyond our depth. It was possible, I reflected,
that a mere different arrangement of the particulars of thescene, of the details of the picture, would
be sufficient tomodify, or perhaps to annihilate its capacity for sorrowfulimpression; and, acting
upon this idea, I reined my horseto the precipitous brink of a black and lurid tarn that lay inunruffled
lustre by the dwelling, and gazed down--but with ashudder even more thrilling than before--upon the
remodelled andinverted images of the grey sedge, and the ghastly tree-stems, and the vacant and
eye-like windows.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: Speaking of the short story Farhat
Iftekharuddin, 1997 Here twenty-one interviews (eighteen with contemporary writers and three with
scholars of the short story) reveal the demanding and exhilarating requirements the short story
imposes upon its practitioners. Although amateurs delight in writing stories, form proves to demand
a master touch, like that of the interviewees.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher 1839 Edgar
Allan Poe, 2014-12-29 The story begins with the unnamed narrator arriving at the house of his
friend, Roderick Usher, having received a letter from him in a distant part of the country
complaining of an illness and asking for his help. Although Poe wrote this short story before the
invention of modern psychological science, Roderick's condition can be described according to its
terminology. It includes a form of sensory overload known as hyperesthesia (hypersensitivity to
textures, light, sounds, smells, and tastes), hypochondria (an excessive preoccupation or worry
about having a serious illness), and acute anxiety. It is revealed that Roderick's twin sister,
Madeline, is also ill and falls into cataleptic, deathlike trances. The narrator is impressed with
Roderick's paintings, and attempts to cheer him by reading with him and listening to his improvised



musical compositions on the guitar. Roderick sings The Haunted Palace, then tells the narrator that
he believes the house he lives in to be alive, and that this sentience arises from the arrangement of
the masonry and vegetation surrounding it.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Short Story Charles May, 2013-10-14 The
short story is one of the most difficult types of prose to write and one of the most pleasurable to
read. From Boccaccio's Decameron to The Collected Stories ofReynolds Price, Charles May gives us
an understanding of the history and structure of this demanding form of fiction. Beginning with a
general history of the genre, he moves on to focus on the nineteenth-century when the modern short
story began to come into focus. From there he moves on to later nineteenth-century realism and
early twentieth-century formalism and finally to the modern renaissance of the form that shows no
signs of abating. A chronology of significant events, works and figures from the genre's history,
notes and references and an extensive bibliographic essay with recommended reading round out the
volume.
  the fall of the house of usher short story: The Fall of the House of Usher Illustrated Edgar
Allan Poe, 2018-10-16 The Fall of the House of Usher is a short story by American writer Edgar Allan
Poe, first published in 1839
  the fall of the house of usher short story: A Companion to the American Short Story Alfred
Bendixen, James Nagel, 2020-08-24 A COMPANION TO THE AMERICAN SHORT STORY A
Companion to the American Short Story traces the development of this versatile literary genre over
the past two centuries. Written by leading critics in the field, and edited by two major scholars, it
explores a wide range of writers, from Edgar Allen Poe and Edith Wharton, at the end of the
nineteenth century to important modern writers such as Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner, F.
Scott Fitzgerald, and Richard Wright. Contributions with a broader focus address groups of
multiethnic, Asian, and Jewish writers. Each chapter places the short story into context, focusing on
the interaction of cultural forces and aesthetic principles. The Companion takes account of cutting
edge approaches to literary studies and contributes to the ongoing redefinition of the American
canon, embracing genres such as ghost and detective fiction, cycles of interrelated short fiction, and
comic, social and political stories. The volume also reflects the diverse communities that have
adopted this literary form and made it their own, featuring entries on a variety of feminist and
multicultural traditions. This volume presents an important new consideration of the role of the
short story in the literary history of American literature.
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