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The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico

the broken spears the aztec account of the conquest of mexico offers a profoundly unique perspective on one
of the most transformative and tragic events in the history of the Americas. Unlike the often Eurocentric
narratives that dominate history books, this account provides a voice to the indigenous peoples who
witnessed and endured the Spanish conquest firsthand. The Broken Spears, originally titled *"Las Verdaderas
Cr�nicas de la Conquista de M�xico"*, compiles various Aztec testimonies, codices, and oral histories to
paint a vivid and heartbreaking picture of the fall of the Aztec Empire.

The Importance of The Broken Spears in Understanding History

When we think about the conquest of Mexico, images of Hern�n Cort�s and his conquistadors often come to
mind, as well as the eventual collapse of the mighty Aztec Empire led by Moctezuma II. However, much of this
story has been told from the perspective of the Spanish conquerors or through European historians. The Broken
Spears the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico challenges this one-sided narrative, offering a window
into the emotional and cultural upheaval suffered by the indigenous people.

Unlike traditional Spanish chronicles, which often glorify the conquest as a heroic and divinely sanctioned
mission, The Broken Spears reveals the fear, confusion, and resistance experienced by the Aztecs. It documents
the destruction of their cities, the loss of their gods, and the irreversible changes to their society. This
account serves not only as a historical record but also as a testament to resilience and memory.

What Makes The Broken Spears Unique?

An Indigenous Perspective

One of the most striking features of The Broken Spears is its grounding in Aztec voices. The book is a
compilation of sources including Nahuatl-language testimonies recorded shortly after the conquest. These
narratives were often collected by Spanish friars sympathetic to the indigenous plight, but they retain the
authentic emotional tone and cultural context of the Aztec people.

The Aztec perspective reveals a world turned upside down. The arrival of the Spaniards was initially met with
curiosity and religious wonder, but it soon transformed into horror as alliances, betrayals, and violence
unfolded. The Broken Spears shows how the Aztecs understood and interpreted these events, often through
their own religious and mythological frameworks.

Rich Use of Nahuatl Symbolism and Imagery

The original accounts that form The Broken Spears are imbued with vivid imagery and symbolism, reflective of
Aztec worldview and art. The title itself, “Broken Spears,” symbolizes defeat and sorrow. Spears, as weapons,
represent the warriors’ strength and the shattering of their power.

The codices and pictorial manuscripts included in the narrative also offer a visual dimension, showing battles,
sacrifices, and rituals. These images complement the text and help readers grasp the depth of cultural loss and
trauma experienced during the conquest.



Key Themes in The Broken Spears the Aztec Account of the
Conquest of Mexico

The Encounter Between Two Worlds

One of the most compelling aspects of The Broken Spears is the portrayal of the initial encounter between the
Aztecs and the Spanish. The Aztecs reportedly believed that Cort�s might be the returning god Quetzalcoatl,
an idea that demonstrates how deeply intertwined their mythology was with their interpretation of real-
world events.

This misunderstanding contributed to the initial hospitality extended to the Spaniards and shaped the early
diplomatic exchanges. The Broken Spears captures this fragile and complex interaction, highlighting how
cultural differences and misinterpretations played a crucial role in the unfolding conquest.

Resistance and Suffering

Far from a simple story of defeat, The Broken Spears emphasizes the resistance mounted by the Aztec people. The
accounts describe battles, strategic alliances with other indigenous groups, and the resilience of the Aztec
people even in the face of overwhelming odds.

Moreover, the narrative does not shy away from the brutal realities of conquest: the massacres, enslavement,
and destruction of temples and cultural heritage. It documents the profound suffering endured by the Aztec
population, including the spread of diseases like smallpox, which devastated indigenous communities.

The Role of Religion and Sacrifice

Religion was central to Aztec life, and The Broken Spears details how the conquest disrupted their spiritual
world. The Spaniards’ destruction of temples and idols was not just a physical act but a symbolic
annihilation of Aztec identity and cosmology.

The narratives also reveal how the Aztecs interpreted these events through their religious beliefs, often seeing
the conquest as a form of divine punishment or cosmic upheaval. The book provides insight into the rituals,
sacrifices, and spiritual practices that were integral to Aztec society and how these were violently
interrupted.

How The Broken Spears Influences Modern Understanding of the
Conquest

The Broken Spears remains a cornerstone for historians, anthropologists, and anyone interested in
Mesoamerican history. It challenges readers to reconsider the conquest beyond the traditional heroic tales of
Spanish explorers and instead appreciate the complex human stories behind the event.

By integrating indigenous voices into the historical narrative, The Broken Spears encourages a more nuanced
and empathetic understanding of colonization and its long-lasting impacts. It also serves as a reminder of the
importance of preserving indigenous histories and respecting diverse perspectives in global history.



Tips for Exploring The Broken Spears Further

If you are interested in diving deeper into The Broken Spears the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico, here
are some tips to enhance your understanding:

Explore Nahuatl Language and Culture: Understanding basic Nahuatl words and Aztec cultural
practices can illuminate much of the symbolism in the text.

Compare with Spanish Chronicles: Reading Spanish accounts alongside The Broken Spears gives a more
balanced view of the conquest.

Study Aztec Codices: Visual materials like the Florentine Codex complement the text and provide
fascinating insights into Aztec life and artistry.

Contextualize the Conquest Globally: Consider the conquest within the broader context of European
colonization and indigenous resistance worldwide.

The Enduring Legacy of The Broken Spears

Today, The Broken Spears is more than just a historical document—it is a symbol of cultural survival. It
reminds us that history is not a single story told from one viewpoint but a mosaic of experiences and memories.
The Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico helps restore dignity to a people whose voices were nearly
silenced.

As contemporary societies grapple with the legacies of colonialism, works like The Broken Spears inspire
dialogue about reconciliation, cultural preservation, and justice. They also encourage us to listen carefully
to the stories of those who have been marginalized in mainstream history.

In revisiting this powerful Aztec narrative, readers gain a richer, more empathetic appreciation for the
complexity of the past and the resilience of human spirit in the face of profound loss.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of
Mexico'?

'The Broken Spears' is a historical account that presents the Aztec perspective on the Spanish conquest of
Mexico, compiled and translated by Miguel Le�n-Portilla. It offers indigenous narratives and testimonies about
the events of the conquest.

Who authored 'The Broken Spears'?

Miguel Le�n-Portilla, a Mexican anthropologist and historian, compiled and translated the indigenous
accounts that make up 'The Broken Spears.' The book is a collection of Aztec testimonies rather than a single
authored narrative.

Why is 'The Broken Spears' significant in the study of the conquest of



Mexico?

'The Broken Spears' is significant because it provides the perspective of the Aztecs themselves during the Spanish
conquest, offering insights into their experiences, culture, and the impact of the conquest from the indigenous
point of view, which had been largely overlooked in traditional Spanish accounts.

What sources does 'The Broken Spears' use to tell the Aztec side of the
story?

The book uses Nahuatl-language accounts, codices, and oral histories recorded shortly after the conquest.
These include testimonies from Aztec survivors and indigenous chronicles that were translated and compiled by
Le�n-Portilla.

How does 'The Broken Spears' portray Hern�n Cort�s and the Spanish
conquistadors?

'The Broken Spears' portrays Hern�n Cort�s and the Spanish conquistadors as both formidable and
destructive figures. The narratives describe the violence, betrayal, and devastation they brought to the Aztec
civilization, as well as the shock and suffering experienced by the indigenous people.

What themes are explored in 'The Broken Spears'?

Key themes include the clash of cultures, the devastation of war, the loss of Aztec sovereignty, religious and
cultural upheaval, and the resilience of indigenous peoples in the face of conquest and colonization.

How has 'The Broken Spears' influenced modern understanding of the Aztec
conquest?

'The Broken Spears' has broadened historical understanding by centering indigenous voices, challenging
Eurocentric narratives, and fostering a more nuanced and empathetic view of the conquest’s consequences on
native populations.

Is 'The Broken Spears' considered a primary or secondary source?

'The Broken Spears' is a secondary source because it is a compilation and translation of primary indigenous
accounts and testimonies from the time of the conquest, assembled by Miguel Le�n-Portilla.

What languages are represented in the original accounts featured in 'The
Broken Spears'?

The original accounts were primarily in Nahuatl, the language of the Aztecs. These were later translated into
Spanish and English for inclusion in 'The Broken Spears.'

Additional Resources
The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico

the broken spears the aztec account of the conquest of mexico offers a rare and invaluable perspective on one
of history’s most significant and dramatic episodes—the fall of the Aztec Empire to Spanish conquistadors.
Unlike the predominantly Eurocentric narratives that have long dominated historical discourse, this account
provides a deeply humanized and culturally rich viewpoint from the indigenous people themselves. As a primary
source, it reveals the trauma, resilience, and complexity experienced by the Aztecs during the early 16th



century, shedding light on the nuances of the conquest often overlooked in traditional histories.

This article delves into the significance of The Broken Spears, exploring its origins, content, and impact as both
a historical document and a cultural testimony. By analyzing the text in the context of the broader conquest
narrative, we aim to understand how this Aztec chronicle challenges prevailing narratives and enriches our
comprehension of the colonial encounter in Mexico.

Origins and Authorship of The Broken Spears

The Broken Spears, originally titled *“Visi�n de los vencidos”* in Spanish, is a compilation of Aztec accounts
of the Spanish conquest, translated and edited by Mexican historian Miguel Le�n-Portilla in the mid-20th
century. This work draws primarily on indigenous Nahuatl-language sources, including codices, testimonies, and
oral traditions recorded shortly after the fall of Tenochtitlan in 1521.

The original texts were created by Aztec nobles, priests, and commoners who witnessed the invasion led by
Hern�n Cort�s. These sources document not just military events but also the cultural and spiritual upheaval
experienced by the Aztec civilization. The Broken Spears thus stands out as a critical counter-narrative to the
Spanish conquistadors’ chronicles by Bernal D�az del Castillo and others, who often portrayed the conquest
as a divinely sanctioned and heroic conquest.

Historical Context of the Aztec Conquest

To fully appreciate The Broken Spears, it is essential to understand the context of the Aztec Empire during the
early 16th century. At its height, the Aztec Empire controlled a vast territory in central Mexico, with
Tenochtitlan as its vibrant capital. The empire was characterized by complex political structures, religious
practices, and a highly developed social system.

When Hern�n Cort�s arrived in 1519, his relatively small force exploited existing rivalries among indigenous
groups, particularly those who were subjugated by the Aztecs. The ensuing conquest was marked by warfare,
alliances, and devastating epidemics, culminating in the fall of Tenochtitlan in 1521. The Broken Spears
captures this multifaceted process from the perspective of those who suffered the collapse of their world.

Content and Themes in The Broken Spears

The Broken Spears is not merely a historical recount; it is a poignant narrative filled with vivid descriptions of
loss, betrayal, and cultural destruction. The text opens with omens and prophecies foretelling the arrival of
the Spaniards, which the Aztecs interpreted as signs of impending doom. These include natural phenomena such as
comets, strange lights, and earthquakes, which heightened the sense of fear and confusion.

Eyewitness Accounts and Indigenous Perspectives

One of the most striking features of The Broken Spears is its reliance on firsthand testimonies from Aztec
warriors, priests, and civilians. These accounts highlight the brutality of the conquest, describing massacres,
destruction of temples, and forced conversions to Christianity. The text also reveals the psychological
impact of the conquest, portraying the Aztecs’ struggle to comprehend the foreign invaders’ technology,
tactics, and intentions.

Unlike Spanish chronicles that often justify violence as a civilizing mission, The Broken Spears presents the
conquest as a tragic catastrophe that led to the dismantling of a sophisticated civilization. The narrative
conveys a sense of mourning for lost traditions, art, and religious practices, emphasizing the resilience of Aztec



identity despite colonial suppression.

Comparative Analysis: Spanish vs. Aztec Narratives

The Broken Spears serves as a vital corrective to the dominant Spanish narratives of the conquest. Where
Spanish accounts often celebrate the conquest as a triumph of Christianity and European civilization, the
Aztec account exposes the human cost and ethical ambiguities of these events.

For example, Bernal D�az del Castillo’s *The True History of the Conquest of New Spain* glorifies Cort�s
and his men, focusing on military prowess and divine providence. In contrast, The Broken Spears foregrounds the
experiences of indigenous victims, detailing the devastation wrought on communities and the erosion of cultural
heritage.

This juxtaposition is essential for modern historians and readers seeking a balanced understanding of the
conquest. It underscores how history is often shaped by the perspectives of the victors, making indigenous
accounts like The Broken Spears crucial for a fuller, more nuanced narrative.

Importance and Legacy of The Broken Spears

Since its publication, The Broken Spears has become a foundational text in Mesoamerican studies and
postcolonial literature. It has been widely used in academic settings to teach about the conquest from
indigenous viewpoints, helping to decolonize historical narratives and promote cultural empathy.

Educational and Cultural Impact

The Broken Spears plays a significant role in Mexican identity and indigenous rights movements by asserting the
validity and dignity of native histories. By giving voice to the Aztecs, it challenges stereotypes and
encourages recognition of indigenous contributions to Mexico’s cultural mosaic.

Moreover, the book has influenced literature, art, and media, inspiring reinterpretations of the conquest that
emphasize indigenous resilience rather than victimhood. Its impact extends beyond Mexico, contributing to global
discussions about colonialism, memory, and historical justice.

Limitations and Critiques

While The Broken Spears is invaluable, it is important to approach it critically. The text is a compilation and
translation, which means some nuances of the original Nahuatl language may be lost or altered. Additionally,
the sources come from a particular social stratum of Aztec society, mainly elites, which might not fully
represent the perspectives of all indigenous groups affected by the conquest.

Furthermore, the passage of time and the trauma of conquest inevitably color the narratives, blending history
with myth and symbolism. Scholars must therefore balance respect for indigenous voices with rigorous
historical analysis.

Conclusion: Revisiting the Conquest through Indigenous Eyes

The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico remains an essential resource for
understanding the complex dynamics of colonization in the Americas. It challenges readers to reconsider the



conquest not as a straightforward tale of European triumph but as a multifaceted encounter marked by
violence, cultural survival, and profound loss.

Incorporating this indigenous perspective enriches our historical knowledge and fosters a more inclusive
dialogue about the past. As Mexico and the world continue to grapple with the legacy of colonialism, The
Broken Spears stands as a powerful reminder of the enduring human stories behind historical events.
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almost $25 million to settle a lawsuit brought by President Trump for suspending his account —
most of which will support a planned White House ballroom
YouTube Settles Trump Lawsuit for $24.5 Million 2 days ago  Mr. Trump had sued Alphabet,
the parent of YouTube and Google, and other social media companies after the platforms suspended
his accounts following the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at
YouTube settles Trump’s Jan. 6 lawsuit for $24 million : NPR 3 days ago  YouTube is the latest
social media company to pay Trump tens of millions of dollars to resolve lawsuits brought before he
returned to power. The money will fund a new ballroom
Trump Posts Deranged AI Video of Chuck Schumer - Mediaite 2 days ago  President Donald
Trump posted a bizarre, AI-generated video of Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer calling
Democrats "a bunch of woke pieces of sh*t."
Download Microsoft Authenticator - Microsoft Support The Microsoft Authenticator app helps
you sign into your accounts when you're using two-step verification
Microsoft Authenticator - Apps on Google Play Use Microsoft Authenticator for easy, secure
sign-ins for all your online accounts using multi-factor authentication, passwordless, or password.
You also have additional account management
Microsoft Authenticator on the App Store Use Microsoft Authenticator for easy, secure sign-ins
for all your online accounts using multi-factor authentication, passwordless, or password autofill.
You also have additional account
The Best Authenticator Apps for 2025 - PCMag   Authenticator apps are a multi-factor
authentication (MFA) method for encrypting your online login credentials. Stay protected with the
best MFA apps we've tested
How To Use Microsoft Authenticator App On PC And Phone 1 day ago  Microsoft Authenticator
is a versatile app that enhances your security by providing two-factor authentication (2FA) for
various Microsoft services and other compatible apps. This
Sign in using Microsoft Authenticator - Microsoft Support Before you can use Authenticator as
a way to sign in, you need to download the app and have already added Authenticator to your
accounts. Starting July 2025, the autofill feature in



Google Authenticator - Apps on Google Play   Google Authenticator adds an extra layer of
security to your online accounts by adding a second step of verification when you sign in. This means
that in addition to your
How to Set Up Microsoft Authenticator: A Step-By-Step Guide   Microsoft Authenticator Setup:
Fast Facts Use Authenticator for two-step verification for Microsoft accounts (personal, work, and
school), as well as non-Microsoft
Authenticator ℠ on the App Store Authenticator is a two-factor authentication (2FA) tool designed
specifically for iPhone & iPad. It also serves as your personal security vault for centrally managing
accounts, passwords, and
Best Authenticator App for 2025: Features and Security Reviewed   Authenticator apps are
security tools that enhance the security of your online accounts. They work by enabling two-factor
authentication (2FA) or multi-factor authentication

Related to the broken spears the aztec account of the
conquest of mexico
The broken spears; the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico. English translation by
Lysander Kemp. Illus., adapted from original codices paintings, by Alberto Beltran
(insider.si.edu20d) Translation of Visión de los vencidos which was translated from Nȧhuati by Angel
Maria Garibay K. BROKEN SPEARS THE AZTEC ACCOUNT OF THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO
ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY LYSANDER KEMP ILLUS
The broken spears; the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico. English translation by
Lysander Kemp. Illus., adapted from original codices paintings, by Alberto Beltran
(insider.si.edu20d) Translation of Visión de los vencidos which was translated from Nȧhuati by Angel
Maria Garibay K. BROKEN SPEARS THE AZTEC ACCOUNT OF THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO
ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY LYSANDER KEMP ILLUS
Discovery of buried children in Mexico sheds new light on timeline of Aztec customs:
"Those who were dying the most were infants" (CBS News3y) Four children in Mexico were
buried in the years after the Spanish Conquest with rituals and grave offerings that suggest that pre-
Hispanic customs lived on for some time after the Aztec empire fell
Discovery of buried children in Mexico sheds new light on timeline of Aztec customs:
"Those who were dying the most were infants" (CBS News3y) Four children in Mexico were
buried in the years after the Spanish Conquest with rituals and grave offerings that suggest that pre-
Hispanic customs lived on for some time after the Aztec empire fell
This Conquistador Changed History. Neglect Haunts His Tomb in Mexico (7d) Hernán Cortés
toppled the Aztecs, winning Mexico for Spain. His trash-strewn resting place reflects how the
conquest is still
This Conquistador Changed History. Neglect Haunts His Tomb in Mexico (7d) Hernán Cortés
toppled the Aztecs, winning Mexico for Spain. His trash-strewn resting place reflects how the
conquest is still

Related Articles
advertising account planning larry kelley
vectors and scalars worksheet
zelda explorers guide

Back to Home

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/advertising-account-planning-larry-kelley.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/vectors-and-scalars-worksheet.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/zelda-explorers-guide.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org

