the bedford book of genres

The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide to Understanding and Mastering Writing Styles

the bedford book of genres is an essential resource for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of
different writing styles and improve their own writing skills. Whether you are a student, a professional
writer, or simply an avid reader, this book offers a comprehensive exploration of the many ways language
can be used to communicate effectively. It’s not just a collection of genres; it’s a guide to the art and craft of

writing through the lens of various literary and rhetorical forms.

If you’ve ever felt overwhelmed by the diversity of writing styles—narrative, expository, persuasive,
descriptive—the Bedford Book of Genres helps break down these categories into approachable sections that
reveal the unique qualities and techniques of each. It’s a valuable tool for learning how to identify genres,

understand their purposes, and apply them skillfully in your own work.

What is The Bedford Book of Genres?

At its core, the Bedford Book of Genres is a textbook designed to introduce readers to the wide array of
writing genres used in academic and creative contexts. Unlike traditional writing handbooks that focus
primarily on grammar or essay structure, this book dives into the specific traits and conventions that define
different genres. It encourages writers to recognize how form and content interact, and how genre

expectations shape the way ideas are presented and received.

The book is often used in college writing courses because it offers a practical approach to mastering writing
across disciplines. It provides examples from literature, journalism, academic writing, and even digital

media, showing how genres evolve and adapt to new audiences and technologies.

Exploring Various Genres

One of the strengths of the Bedford Book of Genres is its clear explanation of multiple writing styles,

including but not limited to:

- Narrative writing: Telling stories with a clear sequence of events and engaging characters.

- Expository writing: Explaining ideas or concepts in a straightforward and logical manner.

- Descriptive writing: Evoking sensory details to create vivid images.

- Persuasive writing: Arguing a point to convince readers through evidence and rhetorical strategies.

- Reflective writing: Exploring personal experiences and insights.



By presenting these genres side by side, the book helps readers understand not only what makes each

genre distinct but also how they overlap and can be combined creatively.

Why Understanding Genres Matters

In writing, genre isn’t just a label; it’s a roadmap. Knowing the features of different genres allows writers
to tailor their approach to fit the expectations of their audience and purpose. The Bedford Book of Genres

emphasizes this by showing that genre awareness can improve clarity, effectiveness, and engagement.

For example, writing a research paper requires a very different tone and structure than composing a
personal narrative. The Bedford Book of Genres provides guidance on how to adjust voice, organization, and
style to meet these differing demands. This genre-conscious approach is especially helpful for students
transitioning between high school and college writing or professionals who must adapt to diverse

communication contexts.

Practical Tips from The Bedford Book of Genres

The book doesn’t just describe genres—it offers actionable advice to help writers master them. Some

practical tips include:

- Analyze model texts carefully to identify key genre features.

- Practice writing in multiple genres to build versatility.

- Pay attention to audience expectations and tailor language accordingly.
- Use genre conventions as a framework, but don’t be afraid to innovate.

- Revise with an eye toward genre-specific clarity and coherence.

These tips encourage writers to be both confident and creative, blending technical skill with personal voice.

The Bedford Book of Genres and Academic Writing

Academic writing can be intimidating, but the Bedford Book of Genres breaks it down into manageable
parts. It explains how to approach common academic genres such as research reports, literature reviews,
and argumentative essays. By highlighting the structural and stylistic elements that define these forms, the

book helps students navigate the often rigid conventions of scholarly communication.

Moreover, it encourages critical thinking about genre conventions—encouraging writers to question why
certain formats exist and how they can be adapted to better serve their purpose. This reflective approach

fosters not only competence but also confidence in academic environments.



Using The Bedford Book of Genres in the Classroom

Educators find this book especially useful because it supports a genre-based pedagogy. Teachers can use it to
introduce students to the concept of genre as a dynamic and purposeful tool rather than a set of rigid rules.
Exercises and examples drawn from the book can spark discussions about how writers make choices based

on audience, context, and intent.

Students benefit from this method because it demystifies the writing process and provides a clear
framework for producing diverse kinds of texts. Over time, this leads to improved writing fluency and

adaptability.

Expanding Beyond Traditional Genres

In today’s digital age, genres are constantly evolving. The Bedford Book of Genres acknowledges this by
including discussions on multimedia writing, digital storytelling, and other emerging forms. This makes it
not only a valuable historical guide but also a forward-looking resource that prepares writers for the

challenges and opportunities of modern communication.

Whether it’s crafting a blog post, creating social media content, or designing a multimedia presentation,
understanding genre conventions remains essential. The book’s insights help writers maintain clarity and

purpose even as formats shift.

Why The Bedford Book of Genres Stands Out

‘What sets the Bedford Book of Genres apart is its balance of theory and practice. It doesn’t just tell you what
genres are—it shows you how to use them effectively. The writing is accessible and engaging, making

complex ideas easy to grasp. Plus, its diverse range of examples keeps readers interested and inspired.

For anyone serious about improving their writing skills, this book serves as both a reference and a guide on

the journey to becoming a versatile and thoughtful writer.

The Bedford Book of Genres opens up the world of writing in a way that is inviting and practical. By
understanding genres more deeply, writers gain the power to communicate with greater precision and

creativity—skills that are invaluable in any field or endeavor.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bedford Book of Genres' about?

"The Bedford Book of Genres' is a comprehensive anthology that explores a wide variety of literary genres,

providing examples and critical insights to help readers understand and analyze different forms of writing.

Who is the editor of 'The Bedford Book of Genres'?

The Bedford Book of Genres is edited by Anis S. Bawarshi and Mary Jo Reiff, both of whom are scholars in

rhetoric and composition studies.

Which genres are covered in "The Bedford Book of Genres'?

"The Bedford Book of Genres' covers a broad range of genres including narrative, argument, description,

exposition, poetry, and digital genres, among others.

How can 'The Bedford Book of Genres' help students?

The book helps students by providing clear definitions, examples, and analyses of various genres,
enhancing their understanding of how different writing forms function and how to effectively compose in

those genres.

Is "'The Bedford Book of Genres' suitable for college-level courses?

Yes, 'The Bedford Book of Genres' is widely used in college-level composition and literature courses to

teach students about genre theory and practice.

Does "The Bedford Book of Genres' include contemporary digital genres?

Yes, the book includes discussions on contemporary and digital genres, reflecting the evolving nature of

communication in the digital age.

What makes "The Bedford Book of Genres' different from other
anthologies?

Unlike traditional anthologies that focus solely on literary texts, "The Bedford Book of Genres' emphasizes

genre awareness and rhetorical context, helping readers understand how genres shape communication.

Can "The Bedford Book of Genres' be used by writers outside academia?

Absolutely, writers, educators, and anyone interested in understanding different forms of writing and



communication can benefit from the insights provided in "The Bedford Book of Genres.'

Where can I purchase or access 'The Bedford Book of Genres'?

'"The Bedford Book of Genres' can be purchased through major book retailers such as Amazon, or accessed

via academic libraries and online educational platforms that provide textbooks and anthologies.

Additional Resources

The Bedford Book of Genres: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

the bedford book of genres stands as a distinctive resource in the landscape of composition and literature
studies, offering an innovative approach to understanding the multifaceted nature of genres in writing.
This anthology, widely used in academic settings, serves not only as a reference text but also as a practical
guide that encourages students and writers to explore the conventions, purposes, and variations of different
literary and rhetorical forms. By breaking down traditional barriers between genres, the book invites
readers to engage critically with texts and to develop adaptable writing skills essential for diverse

communicative contexts.

Exploring the Structure and Purpose of The Bedford Book of

Genres

The Bedford Book of Genres is meticulously curated to present a broad spectrum of genre examples, from
classics to contemporary writings, encompassing essays, narratives, reports, and more specialized forms such
as multimodal texts. Unlike traditional composition textbooks that isolate genres into rigid categories, this
collection adopts a flexible framework that highlights genre hybridity and the evolving nature of writing

practices.

At its core, the book aims to demystify the concept of genre by providing clear definitions paired with
practical examples. This approach helps demystify genre conventions and encourages users to recognize
how context, audience, and purpose shape textual forms. With contributions from various authors, the
anthology offers a plurality of voices and styles, making it a rich educational tool for both teachers and

students.

Key Features and Content Highlights

One of the defining features of The Bedford Book of Genres is its thematic organization. Rather than simply

grouping texts by form, the editors arrange selections around rhetorical situations and communicative goals.



This strategy enables readers to see how genres function in real-world contexts and how writers

strategically employ different modes to achieve specific effects.

The book includes:

e Exemplary Genre Samples: Authentic texts that showcase a range of genres, from personal essays and

scientific reports to digital media and visual rhetoric pieces.

¢ Analytical Frameworks: Sections that guide readers through genre analysis, encouraging critical

thinking about how texts are constructed and received.

¢ Contextual Discussions: Insights into how social, cultural, and technological changes influence genre

evolution and adaptation.

o Writing Exercises: Practical prompts designed to help readers experiment with various genre

conventions and develop their own versatile writing skills.

Comparative Insights: How The Bedford Book of Genres Stands
Out

‘When compared to other genre anthologies and composition textbooks, The Bedford Book of Genres
distinguishes itself through its emphasis on genre fluidity and rhetorical awareness. While many textbooks
focus heavily on formulaic writing structures, this book prioritizes the interactive relationship between

writer, audience, and context.

For instance, compared to the traditional “Patterns for College Writing” series, which often
compartmentalizes genres into strict categories, The Bedford Book of Genres encourages a more dynamic
understanding. This reflects modern academic and professional writing demands, where hybrid forms like

blogs, podcasts, and infographics increasingly blur genre boundaries.
Additionally, the inclusion of digital genres and multimodal texts responds to the growing importance of

technology-mediated communication. This relevance to contemporary media environments enhances the

book’s applicability beyond the classroom, preparing readers for real-world writing challenges.

Strengths and Limitations



The Bedford Book of Genres offers several advantages:

1. Comprehensive Coverage: It presents an extensive range of genres, supporting diverse learning

objectives.

2. Rhetorical Emphasis: By focusing on purpose and audience, it fosters critical engagement rather than

rote imitation.

3. Adaptability: Useful for various disciplines and adaptable to different instructional approaches.

However, some limitations include:

e Complexity for Beginners: The analytical depth may be challenging for novice writers unfamiliar

with rhetorical concepts.

¢ Physical Format Constraints: As a print anthology, it may lack the interactivity and immediacy

offered by digital platforms.

e Limited Genre Updates: Rapidly evolving genres in digital media might outpace new editions,

requiring supplemental materials.

Integrating The Bedford Book of Genres in Academic and
Professional Settings

Educators often find The Bedford Book of Genres valuable in composition courses due to its balance of
theory and practice. It allows instructors to design curricula that move beyond prescriptive writing rules
toward fostering genre awareness and adaptability. By engaging students with real-world texts and
encouraging experimentation, the book supports the development of critical thinking and writing

flexibility.

In professional contexts, the principles elucidated in The Bedford Book of Genres resonate with the need
for versatile communication skills. Whether drafting business proposals, crafting technical reports, or
creating content for digital platforms, understanding genre conventions and rhetorical strategies is crucial.
The book’s insights into audience expectations and contextual influences equip readers to tailor their

messages effectively.



Practical Applications and Teaching Strategies

To maximize the benefits of The Bedford Book of Genres, instructors might:

¢ Incorporate genre analysis assignments that require students to dissect texts and identify rhetorical

techniques.

¢ Encourage creative writing exercises that blend multiple genres, fostering innovation and critical

awareness.

o Use digital supplements and multimedia examples to complement the print anthology and address

emerging genres.

e Facilitate peer review sessions focused on genre conventions and audience impact, enhancing

collaborative learning.

Such strategies make the book not only a repository of examples but also an active instrument for skill

development.

Conclusion: The Evolving Relevance of The Bedford Book of

Genres

While The Bedford Book of Genres may not be the definitive authority on every emerging genre, its
foundational approach to understanding writing through the lens of genre remains highly relevant. By
framing genres as dynamic, context-driven constructions, the book equips readers to navigate the
complexities of contemporary communication. Its blend of authentic texts, critical frameworks, and practical
exercises continues to make it a valuable asset for students, educators, and professionals striving to master

the art of effective writing across diverse contexts.

The Bedford Book Of Genres

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide Amy Braziller, Elizabeth
Kleinfeld, 2014-01-17 In a striking full-color visual format, The Bedford Book of Genres collects
compelling examples that tell stories, report information, and persuade their audiences and then
invites students to unpack how they work in order to experiment with their own compositions—not
only through writing, but through photography, sketching, audio recording, and other creative



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/the-bedford-book-of-genres.pdf

forms. The Guide presents a simple rhetorical framework for reading in any genre and supports
students through every step of the composing process, from finding a topic and sources to choosing
a genre, presenting your work, and creating an author’s statement about your composing choices.
Guided Readings—in print and e-Pages—map out the rhetorical situation and conventions of
common public and academic genres, while Guided Process sections follow the decisions that 5 real
students made as they worked in multiple genres and media. With 16 topic clusters and a range of
readings from short visual arguments to longer, more complex pieces, the Reader gives students a
wealth of sources, models, and inspiration for their own compositions.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide and Reader Amy
Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2017-12-05 From memes to resumes, fairy tales to researched
arguments, in a striking full-color visual design, The Bedford Book of Genres invites students to
unpack how genres work in order to experiment with their own compositions. After capturing the
imagination of instructors and students in its successful first edition, the second edition incorporates
extensive reviewer feedback to better teach students the rhetorical analysis skills they need to read
and compose in any situation. To start the text, the Guide now includes a new Part One that lays out
the book’s key concepts--rhetorical situation, the elements of a genre, and multimodal
composing--and a substantially revised Part Two with examples arranged by academic, workplace,
and public contexts. Throughout the text, Guided Readings provide opportunities to analyze the
rhetorical situations and conventions of common public and academic genres, while Guided Process
sections follow the decisions that five real students made as they worked in multiple genres and
media. With a range of readings from short visual arguments to longer, more complex pieces, the
Reader gives students a wealth of sources, models, and inspiration for their own compositions. Now
available with Launchpad for The Bedford Book of Genres, the second edition offers a compelling
digital option with a complete, interactive, assignable e-book.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide with 2016 MLA Update
Amy Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2017

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres Amy Braziller, Elizabeth
Kleinfeld, 2020-09-11 Bedford Book of Genres is a multimodal text that uses guided readings and
processes and a new Part Two on the writing process to teach students to read and write in any
genre.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres with 2016 MLA Update Amy
Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2016-07-18 THIS TITLE HAS BEEN UPDATED TO REFLECT THE 2016
MLA UPDATES! Our editorial team has updated this text based on content from The MLA Handbook,
8th Edition. Browse our catalog or contact your representative for a full listing of updated titles and
packages, or to request a custom ISBN. In a striking full-color visual format, The Bedford Book of
Genres collects compelling examples that tell stories, report information, and persuade their
audiences and then invites students to unpack how they work in order to experiment with their own
compositions—not only through writing, but through photography, sketching, audio recording, and
other creative forms. The Guide presents a simple rhetorical framework for reading in any genre and
supports students through every step of the composing process, from finding a topic and sources to
choosing a genre, presenting your work, and creating an author’s statement about your composing
choices. Guided Readings—in print and e-Pages—map out the rhetorical situation and conventions of
common public and academic genres, while Guided Process sections follow the decisions that 5 real
students made as they worked in multiple genres and media. With 16 topic clusters and a range of
readings from short visual arguments to longer, more complex pieces, the Reader gives students a
wealth of sources, models, and inspiration for their own compositions.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres , 2016

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: a Guide and Reader Amy Braziller,
Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2017-12-05 From memes to resumes, fairy tales to researched arguments, in a
striking full-color visual design, The Bedford Book of Genres invites students to unpack how genres
work in order to experiment with their own compositions. After capturing the imagination of




instructors and students in its successful first edition, the second edition incorporates extensive
reviewer feedback to better teach students the rhetorical analysis skills they need to read and
compose in any situation. To start the text, the Guide now includes a new Part One that lays out the
book's key concepts--rhetorical situation, the elements of a genre, and multimodal composing--and a
substantially revised Part Two with examples arranged by academic, workplace, and public contexts.
Throughout the text, Guided Readings provide opportunities to analyze the rhetorical situations and
conventions of common public and academic genres, while Guided Process sections follow the
decisions that five real students made as they worked in multiple genres and media. With a range of
readings from short visual arguments to longer, more complex pieces, the Reader gives students a
wealth of sources, models, and inspiration for their own compositions. Now available with
Launchpad for The Bedford Book of Genres, the second edition offers a compelling digital option
with a complete, interactive, assignable e-book.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide and Reader and Launchpad
for the Bedford Book of Genres (1-Term Access) [With Access Code] Amy Braziller, Elizabeth
Kleinfeld, 2018-01-17

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres AMY. BRAZILLER, Elizabeth
Kleinfeld, 2025-04-23 The Bedford Book of Genres is a multimodal guide that uses annotated
readings and guided processes to support students as they read and write in any genre.

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide and Reader & Documenting
Sources in APA Style: 2020 Update Amy Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, Bedford/St Martin's,
2019-12-02

the bedford book of genres: Launchpad for the Bedford Book of Genres, Six Month Access
Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2018-01-17

the bedford book of genres: The Bedford Book of Genres with 2021 MLA Update Amy
Braziller, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, 2021-09-08 This ebook has been updated to provide you with the latest
guidance on documenting sources in MLA style and follows the guidelines set forth in the MLA
Handbook, 9th edition (April 2021). Bedford Book of Genres is a multimodal text that uses guided
readings and processes and a new Part Two on the writing process to teach students to read and
write in any genre.

the bedford book of genres: Bedford Book of Genres + Documenting Sources in Mla
Style 2016 Update , 2016

the bedford book of genres: Teaching Graphic Novels in the English Classroom Alissa Burger,
2017-10-09 This collection highlights the diverse ways comics and graphic novels are used in
English and literature classrooms, whether to develop critical thinking or writing skills, paired with
a more traditional text, or as literature in their own right. From fictional stories to non-fiction works
such as biography/memaoir, history, or critical textbooks, graphic narratives provide students a new
way to look at the course material and the world around them. Graphic novels have been widely and
successfully incorporated into composition and creative writing classes, introductory literature
surveys, and upper-level literature seminars, and present unique opportunities for engaging
students’ multiple literacies and critical thinking skills, as well as providing a way to connect to the
terminology and theoretical framework of the larger disciplines of rhetoric, writing, and literature.

the bedford book of genres: Intersections of Gender and Ethnicity in English Language
Learning Texts Amy Burden, 2023-08-01 Intersections of Gender and Ethnicity in English
Language Learning Texts offers a fresh and relevant interrogation of educational materials for all
students, researchers, and educators engaging in critical language study. Drawing on her own
extensive research, Amy Burden offers up a first-of-its-kind critical linguistic analysis of gender and
ethnicity representation in English Language Learning materials and an update for the US ESL
textbook market 40 years overdue. Using accessible definitions, explanations, and examples of
critical race, corpus, literary, and feminist theories, Burden systematically deconstructs the
theoretical and textual ways in which gender representations reinforce patriarchal ideologies.
Ultimately, Burden argues that Critical Literacy and Critical Race Pedagogy are necessary tools for



ensuring equitable, egalitarian representation and combatting the harmful impact that these themes
have had on readers and communities.

the bedford book of genres: Drilled to Write ]. Michael Rifenburg, 2022-10-14 Drilled to
Write offers a rich account of US Army cadets navigating the unique demands of Army writing at a
senior military college. In this longitudinal case study, J. Michael Rifenburg follows one cadet, Logan
Blackwell, for four years and traces how he conceptualizes Army writing and Army genres through
immersion in military science classes, tactical exercises in the Appalachian Mountains, and
specialized programs like Airborne School. Drawing from research on rhetorical genre studies,
writing transfer, and materiality, Drilled to Write speaks to scholars in writing studies committed to
capturing how students understand their own writing development. Collectively, these chapters
articulate four ways Blackwell leveraged resources through ROTC to become a cadet writer at this
military college. Each chapter is dedicated to one year of his undergraduate experience with focus
on curricular writing for his business management major and military science classes as well as his
extracurricular writing, like his Ballroom Dance Club bylaws and a three-thousand-word short story.
In Drilled to Write, Rifenburg invites readers to see how cadets are positioned between civilian and
military life—a curiously liminal space where they develop as writers. Using Army ROTC as an entry
into genre theory and larger conversations about the role higher education plays in developing Army
officers, he shows how writing students develop genre awareness and flexibility while forging a
personal identity.

the bedford book of genres: Academic and Business Writing Maggie Sokolik, What
characterizes academic writing and business writing? What are the differences between the two
genres? Where do they intersect? This book offers an overview of the features of both styles of
writing, as well as opportunities to improve your writing skills in a wide variety of contexts. This
book was written to accompany the free online course of the same name, the second of two courses
offered by the College Writing Programs of the University of California, Berkeley, through edX.org.
For students in the course, this book offers additional ways to practice writing, editing, and
reviewing the materials. However, the materials here are independent of the course, and function as
an effective study of academic and business writing.

the bedford book of genres: Composition and Rhetoric in Contentious Times Rachel McCabe,
Jennifer Juszkiewicz, 2023-11-01 Composition and Rhetoric in Contentious Times poses critical
questions of representation, accessibility, social justice, affect, and labor to better understand the
entwined future of composition and rhetoric. This collection of essays offers innovative approaches
for socially attuned learning and best practices to support administrators and instructors. In doing
so, these essays guide educators in empowering students to write effectively and prepare for their
role as global citizens. Editors Rachel McCabe and Jennifer Juszkiewicz consider how educators can
respond to multiple current crises relating to composition and rhetoric with generosity and cautious
optimism; in the process, they address the current concerns about the longevity of the humanities.
By engaging with social constructivist, critical race, socioeconomic, and activist pedagogies, each
chapter provides an answer to the question, How can our courses help students become stronger
writers while contending with current social, environmental, and ethical questions posed by the
world around them? The contributors consider this question from numerous perspectives,
recognizing the important ways that power and privilege affect our varying means of addressing this
question. Relying on both theory and practice, Composition and Rhetoric in Contentious Times
engages the future of composition and rhetoric as a discipline shaped by recent and current global
events. This text appeals to early-career writing program administrators, writing center directors,
and professional specialists, as well as Advanced Placement high school instructors, graduate
students, and faculty teaching graduate-level pedagogy courses.

the bedford book of genres: Next Steps Barbara Bird, Doug Downs, I. Moriah McCracken, Jan
Rieman, 2019-04-08 Next Steps: New Directions for/in Writing about Writing is the first collection of
teacher and student voices on a writing pedagogy that puts expert knowledge at the center of the
writing classroom. More than forty contributors report on implementations of writing-about-writing



pedagogies from the basic writing classroom to the graduate seminar, in two-year and four-year
schools, and in small colleges and research universities around the United States and the world. For
more than ten years, WAW approaches have been emerging in all these sites and scenes of college
writing instruction, and Next Steps offers an original look at the breadth of ways WAW pedagogy has
been taken up by writing instructors and into an array of writing courses. Organized by some of the
key foci of WAW instruction—writerly identity, process, and engagement—the book takes readers
into thick classroom descriptions as well as vignettes offering shorter takes on particular strategies.
The classroom descriptions are fleshed out in more personal ways by student vignettes, reflections
on encountering writing about writing in college writing classes. As its theoretical basis, Next Steps
includes chapters on threshold concepts, transfer of writing-related learning, and the history of
WAW pedagogies. As the first extensive look into WAW pedagogies across courses and institutions,
Next Steps is ideal for writing instructors looking for new approaches to college composition
instruction or curious about what “writing about writing” pedagogy actually is, for graduate
students in composition pedagogy and their faculty, and for those researching composition
pedagogy, threshold concepts, and learning transfer. Contributors: Linda Adler-Kassner, Olga
Aksakalova, Joy Arbor, Matthew Bryan, Shawn Casey, Gabriel Cutrufello, Jennifer deWinter, Kristen
di Gennaro, Emma Gaier, Christina Grant, Gwen Hart, Kimberly Hoover, Rebecca Jackson, Frances
Johnson, Elizabeth Kleinfeld, Katie Jo LaRiviere, Andrew Lucchesi, Cat Mahaffey, Michael Michaud,
Rebecca S. Nowacek, Andrew Ogilvie, Sarah Read, Rebecca Robinson, Kevin Roozen, Mysti Rudd,
Christian Smith, Nichole Stack, Samuel Stinson, Hiroki Sugimoto, Lisa Tremain, Valerie Vera,
Megan Wallace, Elizabeth Wardle, Christy I. Wenger, Nancy Wilson, Dominique Zino

the bedford book of genres: Climate Consciousness and Environmental Activism in
Composition Joseph R. Lease, 2020-02-18 Now more than ever—in a time when Americans still do
not believe that humans are the primary cause of Earth's climate change crisis, the burden on
educators to inform, challenge, and motivate students about sustainability is greater than it ever has
been. On college campuses, writing intensive courses, often located within First-Year or General
Education curricula, are an ideal place to take up this charge because of the flexibility of their
content and the high volume of students that they reach. In this volume, a varied group of
composition instructors with wide ranges and types of experiences provides best practices for
bringing issues surrounding climate change into the writing classroom. From literature-based
composition and creative writing courses to design thinking workshops to seminars against
sustainability, the authors in this volume lay out a multitude of possibilities for blending writing and
environmental concerns that fellow practitioners can easily adopt or modify for their own use.
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