
skirt in sign language
**Understanding Skirt in Sign Language: A Guide to Expressing Fashion with Your Hands**

skirt in sign language is a phrase that might not immediately come to mind when thinking about
American Sign Language (ASL) or other sign languages, yet it’s a useful and expressive concept to
know. Whether you’re learning sign language for communication, teaching, or cultural appreciation,
understanding how to convey clothing items like a skirt can enrich your vocabulary and help you
describe everyday objects with ease. In this article, we’ll explore the sign for “skirt,” its variations,
and some helpful tips to master this particular sign with confidence.

What Does Skirt in Sign Language Look Like?

When you want to sign “skirt” in ASL, the gesture visually mimics the shape or movement of a skirt,
making it intuitive and easy to remember. This iconic nature of sign language is one reason why it’s
so beautiful and accessible—many signs are visually representative of the object or concept they
describe.

The Basic Skirt Sign in ASL

To sign “skirt” in American Sign Language, you typically start with your dominant hand flat and
placed near your waist, palm facing your body. Then, you move your hand downward while mimicking
the outline of a skirt. This movement resembles the flare or flow of a skirt as it hangs or moves. It’s a
simple but effective way to convey the concept without needing to spell it out letter by letter.

Variations and Regional Differences

Just like spoken languages, sign languages can have regional dialects or slight variations. Some
signers might add a slight flair to the movement to indicate a particular style of skirt or emphasize the
skirt’s shape more clearly. In some communities, the sign might be slightly modified to fit the context,
such as adding a twirling motion when talking about a twirl-worthy skirt or a formal gown.

Incorporating Skirt in Sign Language into Everyday
Conversation

Once you’ve mastered the basic sign for skirt, it’s helpful to practice incorporating it naturally into
sentences. For example, if you want to say, “I like your skirt,” you can sign “I,” then point to the
person, followed by the sign for “like,” and then “skirt.” This flow helps you communicate clearly and
effectively.



Combining Clothing Items in Sign Language

Learning how to sign various clothing items like skirt, shirt, pants, or shoes can be very useful. It
allows you to describe what someone is wearing or talk about fashion preferences. For instance,
pairing the sign for “skirt” with “color” allows you to say “red skirt” or “blue skirt” by adding the sign
for the color after the clothing item.

Expressing Style and Details

To add more detail, you can combine descriptive signs such as “long,” “short,” “flowy,” or “tight” with
“skirt.” This helps in painting a clearer picture, especially in storytelling or describing an outfit. For
example, a “long skirt” sign can be made by signing “skirt” and then showing length with your hand
moving downward further.

Tips for Learning and Remembering Skirt in Sign
Language

Learning signs can sometimes feel overwhelming, but with the right strategies, you’ll find it much
easier to remember and use them naturally.

Visualize the Object: Since “skirt” is a visual and iconic sign, imagine the skirt’s shape or how
it moves to reinforce the sign in your mind.

Practice with Context: Use the sign in sentences or dialogues rather than isolation. This
strengthens your understanding and usage.

Watch Native Signers: Observing fluent signers can help you pick up nuances, rhythm, and
natural transitions between signs.

Use Flashcards: Create flashcards with the sign on one side and the word “skirt” on the other
to test yourself regularly.

The Importance of Learning Clothing Signs in Sign
Language

Knowing how to sign clothing items like skirt, jacket, hat, or shoes is more than just expanding
vocabulary—it builds bridges in communication. Clothing is a part of daily life and culture, and being
able to discuss it through sign language enhances social interaction, storytelling, and self-expression.



Enhancing Cultural Awareness

Sign languages are rich with cultural nuances. For example, the way you sign “skirt” might carry
subtle cultural cues depending on the Deaf community you are interacting with. Embracing these
differences not only improves communication but also deepens respect for Deaf culture.

Practical Uses in Education and Social Settings

For educators, interpreters, parents, or friends of Deaf individuals, knowing clothing signs helps in
classrooms, social gatherings, or casual conversations. It ensures that communication is clear,
inclusive, and engaging.

Expanding Your Vocabulary Beyond Skirt in Sign
Language

Once comfortable with the sign for skirt, consider branching out to related vocabulary to create richer
dialogues. Here are some suggestions:

Dress: Often signed differently from skirt, the sign for dress involves a downward sweeping
motion representing a full dress.

Pants: Usually signed by mimicking the shape of pants at the waist and legs.

Jacket: Signed by mimicking putting on a jacket or pulling it closed.

Clothes: A general sign that can introduce topics about fashion or dressing.

Combining these signs with descriptors like colors, sizes, or occasions allows you to convey detailed
descriptions. For instance, signing “red dress for party” or “blue skirt casual” becomes a seamless
part of your sign language storytelling.

Resources to Improve Your Sign Language Skills with
Fashion Vocabulary

There are many valuable resources for learning signs related to clothing and fashion, including “skirt
in sign language.” Here are some ways to deepen your knowledge:

Online Video Tutorials: Platforms like YouTube offer free ASL lessons focusing on everyday
vocabulary.



Sign Language Apps: Apps such as The ASL App or SignSchool provide interactive lessons
and practice tools.

Deaf Community Events: Attending meetups or social events can give you real-life practice
and cultural immersion.

Books and Flashcards: Many educational books feature illustrated signs and practice
exercises.

Engaging with a mix of these resources helps you not only memorize signs but also understand their
practical use and cultural significance.

Exploring the sign for skirt is just one step toward mastering a vibrant and expressive language.
Whether you’re communicating about fashion, describing outfits, or telling stories, knowing how to
sign “skirt” and related clothing vocabulary adds a colorful layer to your conversations and connects
you more deeply with the Deaf community. Keep practicing, stay curious, and enjoy the journey of
learning sign language!

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'skirt' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
To sign 'skirt' in ASL, place your dominant hand flat with fingers together at your waist and move it
downwards in a slight curve, mimicking the outline of a skirt.

Is the sign for 'skirt' the same in all sign languages?
No, the sign for 'skirt' can vary between different sign languages such as ASL, BSL (British Sign
Language), and others. Each has its own unique signs.

Can the sign for 'skirt' be combined with other signs to
describe clothing styles?
Yes, the sign for 'skirt' can be combined with signs for colors, patterns, or adjectives to describe
different styles or types of skirts.

Are there any variations of the 'skirt' sign to indicate different
skirt lengths?
Some signers use additional gestures or modify the motion to indicate skirt length, such as making
the movement shorter for a mini skirt or longer for a long skirt.

How can I learn the sign for 'skirt' effectively?
You can learn the sign for 'skirt' by watching instructional videos, using sign language apps, or taking



classes with certified ASL instructors.

Is the 'skirt' sign used metaphorically in any expressions in
sign language?
In some contexts, the 'skirt' sign might be used metaphorically or in idiomatic expressions, but this
depends on the language and culture of the signing community.

Additional Resources
Skirt in Sign Language: Understanding Its Meaning and Usage

skirt in sign language is a term that holds significance not only in the realm of fashion but also in
the world of communication through visual gestures. As sign language continues to play a vital role in
bridging communication gaps for the deaf and hard of hearing community, understanding the signs
associated with everyday objects, including clothing items like skirts, becomes essential. This article
delves into the nuances of how "skirt" is represented in various sign languages, its linguistic and
cultural implications, and the importance of such signs in promoting inclusivity.

The Sign for Skirt: A Closer Look

The sign for "skirt" varies depending on the specific sign language—American Sign Language (ASL),
British Sign Language (BSL), or others. However, the common thread across these languages is the
use of hand movements that visually depict the garment’s features. In ASL, for example, the sign for
skirt typically involves one hand positioned at the waistline area, mimicking the outline or flow of a
skirt by moving downward or swaying gently, emulating the garment's shape.

American Sign Language (ASL) Representation

In ASL, the sign for skirt involves a single hand gesture that is both intuitive and descriptive. The
dominant hand is held flat with fingers together, placed at the waist level. It then moves downward in
a slight curve to represent the fabric of the skirt flowing down. This gesture captures the essence of
the garment without requiring complex hand shapes, making it easy to learn and recognize. The sign
is often accompanied by facial expressions that can clarify the context, such as indicating the type of
skirt or its style if necessary.

British Sign Language (BSL) and Other Variations

Unlike ASL, BSL employs a two-handed approach where one hand represents the waist, and the other
traces the outline of the skirt. This method visually conveys the garment’s shape with more emphasis
on spatial representation. Other sign languages may have variations influenced by cultural factors or
linguistic evolution, highlighting the diversity within the deaf community globally.



Importance of Clothing Signs in Sign Language

Clothing-related signs, including "skirt in sign language," serve more than a descriptive function. They
play a crucial role in daily communication, identity expression, and cultural exchange. For instance,
knowing the sign for skirt enables individuals to discuss fashion preferences, shopping experiences, or
even storytelling involving clothing, thus enriching social interactions.

Facilitating Inclusive Communication

The availability of precise signs for clothing items like skirts ensures that deaf and hard of hearing
individuals can participate fully in conversations that hearing people might take for granted. It
reduces reliance on lipreading or written communication when discussing attire, which can be limiting
or ambiguous. This inclusivity fosters greater social integration and self-expression.

Educational and Practical Applications

In educational settings, teaching signs for common objects such as skirts aids vocabulary acquisition
and literacy in sign language learners. It also supports professionals working with deaf
individuals—such as interpreters, educators, and healthcare providers—in delivering clear and
culturally competent communication.

Challenges and Considerations in Learning the Sign for
Skirt

While the sign for skirt is relatively straightforward, challenges arise from regional variations, differing
sign language systems, and the need for contextual clarity. For example, the same gesture might
have different meanings in other sign languages or even within dialects of the same language.

Regional Variations: Different countries or regions might have unique signs for skirt, requiring
learners to adapt accordingly.

Contextual Nuances: The sign might be modified to indicate specific types of skirts, such as
pencil skirts or maxi skirts, which demands additional vocabulary knowledge.

Gesture Similarities: Some signs may resemble others, leading to potential
misunderstandings without proper facial expressions or body language.



Technological Tools Enhancing Sign Language Learning

The advent of digital resources, including sign language dictionaries, video tutorials, and mobile
applications, has significantly improved access to learning the sign for skirt and other vocabulary.
These tools often feature native signers demonstrating signs in high-definition videos, allowing
learners to grasp subtle movements and expressions essential for accurate communication.

Broader Cultural Impact of Clothing Signs in Deaf
Communities

Clothing signs such as the one for skirt contribute to the preservation and celebration of deaf culture.
They reflect how visual language adapts to everyday life elements and cultural trends, reinforcing
group identity and continuity.

Fashion and Identity in Deaf Culture

Just as clothing expresses identity in hearing cultures, the signs related to attire are part of the
cultural fabric in deaf communities. Discussing fashion, including skirts, through sign language offers
a unique lens into how deaf individuals perceive and engage with style, gender norms, and social
roles.

Sign Language as a Living, Evolving Language

The evolution of signs for garments like skirts mirrors changes in fashion and society. New styles or
cultural influences may introduce new signs or adaptations, demonstrating the dynamic nature of sign
languages. This adaptability underlines the importance of continual learning and documentation to
keep communication effective and relevant.

The exploration of skirt in sign language not only highlights a specific vocabulary item but also opens
a window into the broader linguistic and cultural dimensions of sign languages. Understanding such
signs enriches communication, empowers individuals, and bridges communities through shared
knowledge and respect for diverse modes of expression.

Skirt In Sign Language

  skirt in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan R.
Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
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predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.
  skirt in sign language: American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners Tara Adams,
2022-04-19 A user-friendly dictionary with 800+ ASL signs Whatever your reason for learning the
richly expressive language of American Sign Language (ASL), this book will guide you through the
initial stages of your signing journey. It's filled with everything you need to master more than 800
essential vocabulary words, including detailed directions that make it simple to develop your ASL
skills. What sets this dictionary apart from other sign language books for beginners: No experience
required—Find comprehensive, clearly written guidance that makes sense of American Sign
Language for beginners, with helpful explanations of more difficult concepts, plus plenty of tips for
success. Instructional photographs—See ASL in action with full-color photographs that illustrate
how to sign each vocabulary word. Easy-to-find signs—Study each sign in alphabetical order or
search by category with a handy index that organizes signs by activities, animals, emotions, places,
events, and more. Build up your ASL vocabulary with the American Sign Language Dictionary for
Beginners.
  skirt in sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  skirt in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language Susan
Shelly, Jim Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make introductions, tell
time, order food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask for directions
  skirt in sign language: Introducing Sign Language Literature Rachel Sutton-Spence, Michiko
Kaneko, 2017-09-16 Introducing Sign Language Literature: Folklore and Creativity is the first
textbook dedicated to analyzing and appreciating sign language storytelling, poetry and humour.
The authors assume no prior knowledge of sign language or literary studies, introducing readers to a
world of visual language creativity in deaf communities. Introducing Sign Language Literature:
Folklore and Creativity - Explains in straightforward terms the unique features of this embodied
language art form - Draws on an online anthology of over 150 sign language stories, poems and
jokes - Suggests ways of analysing and appreciating the rich artistic heritage of deaf communities
Watch a short video about the book.
  skirt in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson,
2008-02-01 Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they
might not get their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated
communication is often the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is
caused by the lag between a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign
language bridges this gap.The Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to
use a combination of sign language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and



feelings. Using this book and instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using
their hands to speak! Please note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  skirt in sign language: Signing For Dummies Adan R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor,
2012-05-09 The fast and easy way to grasp this evolving and growing language American Sign
Language (ASL) is something we've all seen deaf people use in restaurants, hospitals, airports, and
at work. The communication is fascinating to watch; to see people sharing ideas by using
handshapes and body language is remarkable in a world so defined by sound. This new edition of
Signing For Dummies gives you a general understanding of the properties of Sign, as well as an
understanding of deaf culture. Designed to act as an introduction or a refresher, the book focuses
solely on ASL, which is the most commonly used sign language in the United States. Categorized by
subject, this illustrated guide covers grammar and sentence structure, along with the tools to get
you going in basic conversation by knowing how to introduce and greet people; ask questions and
make small talk; order food and chat with salespeople; handle medical emergencies; talk on the
phone; get around town for fun or business; and much more. Plus, it stresses how ASL isn't just
about using your fingers, hands, and arms, but also about facial expression and body language. More
than 25 percent new and revised content, including the latest technological advances for the deaf;
contact signing, code mixing, code switching, interpreting as a profession, and regionalism in
signing Packed with Fun & Games sections that invite you to practice specific signs Hundreds of
illustrations throughout, plus a video CD featuring demonstrations by ASL signers showing actual
conversations Signing For Dummies is the fast and fun way to get you moving your hands, body, and
face to convey meaning that reaches beyond linguistic barriers.
  skirt in sign language: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and Future
Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin Moriarty,
Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14
  skirt in sign language: Barbie Collector's Guide Marilyn Easton, 2022-08-09 With Barbie, you
can be anything! Barbie has had many different careers over the years-from a surgeon to an
astronaut-proving that anything is possible for you and Barbie! Packed with countless interesting
Barbie-related facts.
  skirt in sign language: Communicating in Sign Diane P. Chambers, 1998-07-08 Places ASL
within the context of Deaf culture.
  skirt in sign language: Witness for the Defense Jonnie Jacobs, 2002 Lawyer Kali O'Brien's
seemingly routine adoption case takes a disturbing turn when controversial radio host Bram Weaver,
claiming to be the father of the baby being adopted by Kali's clients, initiates a custody battle and is
later murdered. Reprint.
  skirt in sign language: Holy Spirit Here and Now Trevor Hudson, 2013-07-01 Are you tired of
shallow faith? Do you long for something more in your relationship with God? All you need to do is
open yourself to the gift that God extends to you already. Trevor Hudson says, The Holy Spirit is
deeply at work within you, right at this moment, wherever you are. Hudson, a beloved pastor and
speaker, shares his own struggles and joys in seeking to be more responsive to the Holy Spirit. He
invites you to open yourself to this gift of God. In this book you will discover who the Holy Spirit is
what the Spirit does what the Bible says about the Holy Spirit how the Spirit can bring you alive to
God deepen your relationship with God and other people teach you to pray and transform your life
Realize the power of God's presence right here, right and now.
  skirt in sign language: Simplified Signs: A Manual Sign-Communication System for Special
Populations, Volume 1. John D. Bonvillian, Nicole Kissane Lee, Tracy T. Dooley, Filip T. Loncke,
2020-07-30 Simplified Signs presents a system of manual sign communication intended for special
populations who have had limited success mastering spoken or full sign languages. It is the
culmination of over twenty years of research and development by the authors. The Simplified Sign
System has been developed and tested for ease of sign comprehension, memorization, and formation
by limiting the complexity of the motor skills required to form each sign, and by ensuring that each
sign visually resembles the meaning it conveys. Volume 1 outlines the research underpinning and



informing the project, and places the Simplified Sign System in a wider context of sign usage,
historically and by different populations. Volume 2 presents the lexicon of signs, totalling
approximately 1000 signs, each with a clear illustration and a written description of how the sign is
formed, as well as a memory aid that connects the sign visually to the meaning that it conveys. While
the Simplified Sign System originally was developed to meet the needs of persons with intellectual
disabilities, cerebral palsy, autism, or aphasia, it may also assist the communication needs of a wider
audience – such as healthcare professionals, aid workers, military personnel , travellers or parents,
and children who have not yet mastered spoken language. The system also has been shown to
enhance learning for individuals studying a foreign language. Lucid and comprehensive, this work
constitutes a valuable resource that will enhance the communicative interactions of many different
people, and will be of great interest to researchers and educators alike.
  skirt in sign language: Language Is Gesture David McNeill, 2025-08-05 A new way of
viewing language, as a dynamic mode of meaning-making of which gesture is a fundamental part.
When David McNeill began his work on gesture more than forty years ago, language and the action
of speaking were regarded as separate realms. But language, says McNeill in Language Is Gesture,
is dynamic and gesture is fundamental to speaking. Central to his conception of language, and
distinct from linguistic analysis, is what McNeill calls the “growth point,” the starting point of
making thought and speech one. He uses the term “gesture–speech unity” to refer to the dynamic
dimension of adding gesture to speaking. It is the growth point that achieves this unity, whereby
thought is embedded in gesture and speech at the same time. Gesture is the engine of language. It is
foundational to speaking, language acquisition, the origin of language, animal communication,
thought, and consciousness. Gesture is global and synthetic and brings energy; speech is linear and
segmented and brings cultural standards. The growth point is a snapshot of an utterance at its
beginning psychological stage, the starting point of unifying thought and speech. Growth points
create gesture–speech unity by synchronizing a bundle of linguistic features with a gesture that
carries the same meaning. This gesture–speech unity is a form of thought, a unique form of
cognition.
  skirt in sign language: Upward, Not Sunwise Kimberly Jenkins Marshall, 2016-10-01
Upward, Not Sunwise explores an influential and growing neo-Pentecostal movement among Native
Americans characterized by evangelical Christian theology, charismatic “spirit-filled” worship, and
decentralized Native control. As in other global contexts, neo-Pentecostalism is spread by
charismatic evangelists practicing faith healing at tent revivals.In North America, this movement has
become especially popular among the Diné (Navajo), where the Oodlání (“Believers”) movement now
numbers nearly sixty thousand members. Participants in this movement value their Navajo cultural
identity yet maintain a profound religious conviction that the beliefs of their ancestors are tools of
the devil. Kimberly Jenkins Marshall has been researching the Oodlání movement since 2006 and
presents the first book-length study of Navajo neo-Pentecostalism. Key to the popularity of this
movement is what the author calls “resonant rupture,” or the way the apparent continuity of
expressive forms holds appeal for Navajos, while believers simultaneously deny the continuity of
these forms at the level of meaning. Although the music, dance, and poetic language at Oodlání tent
revivals is identifiably Navajo, Oodlání carefully re-inscribe their country gospel music, dancing in
the spirit, use of the Navajo language, and materials of faith healing as transformationally new and
different. Marshall explores these and other nuances of Navajo neo-Pentecostal practices by
examining how Oodlání perform their faith under the big white tents scattered across the Navajo
Nation.
  skirt in sign language: Simon & Schuster Super Crossword Puzzle Dictionary And Reference
Book Lark Productions LLC, 1999-04-05 The crossword companion with a contemporary edge: a hip,
one-of-a-kind reference that offers up-to-date terms, names in the news, facts about pop culture, and
other tidbits that comprise most puzzles today.
  skirt in sign language: Fashion, Popular Culture and Political Economy Nirupama Singh Dar,
2025-03-21 This book delves into the intricate interplay of political, economic, and philosophic forces



that have shaped popular culture, fashion, social movements and societies. Exploring the
developments of the twentieth century and the transition into the new millennium, this work traces
the causality between culture, fashion, philosophical discourses, and political economy. It analyzes
political-economic and philosophical factors to demonstrate how fashion emerges as a pivotal force
that guides and shapes post-modern democratic societies and market economies. The volume
weaves together insights from sociology, cultural studies, feminist studies, fashion history,
cinematography, media, the entertainment industry and social policy research. It examines how
postmodern societies, shaped by post-structuralist critique and neo-liberal ideologies, navigates the
complexities of democracy and market economies, evolving from deeply entrenched systems of
colonialism and feudalism to achieve modernization and massive technological progress and reach a
social reality of postmodernist paradigms. Topical and lucid, this invigorating work shows how
fashion leads to social engineering. It will be of interest to scholars and researchers of fashion
studies, popular culture, cultural studies, sociology, gender studies, political economy and political
studies. This book also provides valuable perspectives for policymakers, film critics, women's rights
groups, social policy researchers, film censor boards and journalists.
  skirt in sign language: Keeping It Real in the Real World Becky De Oliveira, 2011 In Keeping
It Real in the Real World, B. A. De Oliveira wittily challenges this tendency with an undiluted
frankness and a quirky sense of humor. Her fresh perspective on the many facets of life will inspire
you to approach the Christian life fearlessly and embrace your individuality throughout your journey
in the real world.
  skirt in sign language: T.P.'s and Cassell's Weekly , 1927
  skirt in sign language: Awakening of a Jehovah's Witness Diane Wilson, 2010-05 This tale
of mind control, the use of fear to manipulate vulnerable people, and final escape from a suffocating
cult environment is a revealing exposeof a secretive contemporary sect, as well as a true
psychological thriller. Diane Wilson spent twenty-five precious years of her life, first becoming
indoctrinated by the dogma of the Watchtower Society, and then struggling to free herself from its
pervasive, intimidating clutches. In this probing, brutally honest assessment, Wilson describes how a
childhood of psychological abuse and lack of self-confidence rendered her vulnerable to the
seductive doctrines of the Jehovah's Witnesses. What she reveals about the goings-on within the
closed Watchtower Society will shock the average person who assumes the polite, well-dressed
people who pass out leaflets are much like any other conservative religious group. Wilson contends
that membership in the Jehovah's Witnesses requires obedience bordering on psychological
enslavement and complete suppression of individuality. Her engrossing memoir will be of great
interest to former Witnesses, students of cult phenomena, and anyone who has ever had contact with
Jehovah's Witnesses.
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