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Personification of Death in Literature: Exploring the Faceless Reaper

Personification of death in literature has long fascinated writers and
readers alike, offering a way to grapple with one of the most inevitable and
mysterious aspects of human existence. By giving death human traits,
emotions, or intentions, authors create a more vivid, relatable, or even
comforting figure out of an otherwise abstract or terrifying concept. This
artistic choice has not only enriched storytelling but also helped cultures
throughout history process mortality, grief, and the unknown. Let’s delve
into the many ways the personification of death in literature has evolved and
why it continues to captivate our imaginations.

The Origins and Evolution of Death as a
Character

Personifying death is far from a modern invention. Ancient myths and folklore
often depicted death as a supernatural being or deity with distinct
personalities. In Greek mythology, for example, Thanatos was the
personification of death—depicted as a gentle, winged figure who peacefully
guided souls to the afterlife. Similarly, in Norse mythology, Hel presided
over the realm of the dead, embodying a more somber and inevitable aspect of
death’s grip.

As literature evolved through the centuries, so did the portrayal of death.
Medieval European art and literature introduced the Grim Reaper—a skeletal
figure cloaked in black, wielding a scythe. This image emphasized death's
inevitability and impartiality, cutting down lives like crops ready for
harvest. The Grim Reaper became a powerful symbol that later writers would
adapt, subvert, or humanize in their works.

Different Faces of Death in Literature

Death’s personification varies widely across genres and eras, reflecting
cultural attitudes and narrative purposes. Here are some common archetypes
and how they function within stories:

The Grim Reaper: Death as Inevitable Harvest

Perhaps the most iconic figure, the Grim Reaper represents death as an
unavoidable force. This image is prevalent in Western literature and popular
culture, where death is often portrayed as unemotional and impartial. The
scythe symbolizes the cutting of life’s thread, a reminder that no one
escapes mortality. Authors use this personification to create tension or to
explore themes of fate and destiny.



Death as a Compassionate Guide

Not all portrayals of death are grim or frightening. Some literature presents
death as a gentle, even empathetic guide who helps souls transition
peacefully. For instance, in Markus Zusak’s *The Book Thief*, Death narrates
the story with a surprisingly reflective and somewhat weary voice, showing a
complex character who is more observer than executioner. This approach
humanizes death and offers readers a nuanced perspective on loss and
acceptance.

Death as a Trickster or Negotiator

In certain tales, death is not just an end but a figure capable of
negotiation, trickery, or even humor. Folklore and some modern novels depict
death as someone who can be bargained with or outwitted, adding layers of
suspense and unpredictability. This personification often highlights human
ingenuity or hubris in the face of mortality.

Death as a Symbol of Transformation

Beyond the literal end, death often symbolizes change or rebirth in
literature. In this sense, the personification of death can embody the
threshold between old and new, despair and hope. Some stories use death as a
metaphorical character representing personal growth or societal shifts,
broadening its significance beyond mere physical cessation.

Why Writers Personify Death: Purposes and
Impacts

Understanding why authors choose to give death human characteristics reveals
much about storytelling and cultural psychology. Here are a few reasons why
the personification of death in literature remains a compelling narrative
device:

Making the Abstract Tangible: Death is an intangible, universal
experience. By giving it a face or voice, writers make it easier to
discuss, confront, or understand.

Exploring Human Emotions: Personifying death allows exploration of fear,
acceptance, curiosity, and grief in a more intimate way.

Creating Moral or Philosophical Dialogue: Death as a character can
engage in conversations about life’s meaning, justice, and destiny,
enriching thematic depth.

Adding Dramatic Tension: When death is an active character, it can add
suspense, urgency, or dark humor to a story.

Reflecting Cultural Attitudes: The traits attributed to death often
mirror societal views about mortality and the afterlife, offering



insight into collective beliefs.

Notable Literary Examples of Death Personified

Examining key works where death takes center stage can illuminate the diverse
ways this figure is portrayed:

Death in “The Masque of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan
Poe

Poe’s story personifies death as the Red Death plague, a relentless force
that infiltrates even the most protected spaces. Though not a human figure,
death here embodies inevitability and the futility of trying to escape fate.
The story’s vivid imagery and allegorical style make death a haunting
presence.

Death in “Death: A Life” by George Pendle

This novel imagines death as an actual character named Death, who experiences
life, struggles with his own role, and longs for meaning. This humanized
portrayal invites readers to empathize with death, challenging traditional
fearful perceptions.

Death in “The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak

As mentioned earlier, Death narrates the story, providing insight and
commentary with a voice that is both compassionate and weary. This approach
offers a fresh perspective, showing death as an inevitable but not malevolent
part of life.

Death in “The Sandman” by Neil Gaiman

Gaiman’s portrayal of Death is unique and beloved—a goth-styled young woman
who is wise, kind, and approachable. This subversion of the traditional grim
figure invites readers to rethink death’s role and personality, emphasizing
comfort over terror.

How to Interpret the Personification of Death
in Your Own Reading or Writing

If you’re exploring literature that personifies death or considering
incorporating this device into your own writing, here are some tips to keep
in mind:



Look Beyond the Surface: Consider what the personification reveals about
cultural attitudes, themes, or the author’s worldview.

Analyze the Character’s Traits: Is death portrayed as cruel, kind,
indifferent, or something else? How does this influence the story’s
tone?

Notice Interactions with Other Characters: How do characters respond to
death? What does this say about their fears or beliefs?

Use Death as a Symbol: Think about how death might symbolize broader
concepts like change, justice, or time.

Balance Familiarity and Originality: When writing, try to find a fresh
angle on death’s personification to engage readers while tapping into
universal resonance.

The Enduring Appeal of Death as a Literary
Figure

The personification of death in literature endures because it bridges the gap
between the known and the unknown, the tangible and the abstract. Whether
depicted as a grim reaper, a gentle guide, or a witty interlocutor, death as
a character invites us to reflect on our mortality in ways that pure
description cannot. It humanizes the inevitable, transforming fear into
fascination and providing space for empathy, humor, or philosophical
contemplation. As long as humans ponder life and its end, the figure of death
will continue to evolve in stories, shaping how we understand the most
profound journey of all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the personification of death in literature?

The personification of death in literature refers to representing death as a
human-like figure or character, often embodying traits such as inevitability,
impartiality, or fear, to explore themes related to mortality and the human
condition.

Which are some famous examples of death personified
in literature?

Famous examples include the Grim Reaper, a cloaked figure with a scythe often
seen in Western literature; Death in Terry Pratchett's Discworld series, who
is portrayed as a sympathetic and wise character; and the character of
Thanatos in Greek mythology, who personifies death.



What purpose does personifying death serve in
literary works?

Personifying death allows authors to explore complex themes like mortality,
fate, and the meaning of life in a more relatable and tangible way. It also
helps to create emotional connections, add symbolic depth, and sometimes
introduce humor or irony.

How has the depiction of death as a character evolved
over time in literature?

Depictions have evolved from fearsome and ominous figures, such as the
medieval Grim Reaper, to more nuanced portrayals that include compassionate,
humorous, or philosophical aspects, reflecting changing societal attitudes
towards death.

Can you name a literary work where death is a central
character?

"The Book Thief" by Markus Zusak features Death as the narrator and central
character, providing a unique perspective on the story and human experiences
during World War II.

How does personifying death influence readers'
perception of mortality?

By giving death human characteristics, personification can make the concept
of mortality more approachable and less abstract, allowing readers to
confront fears, understand the inevitability of death, and reflect on life’s
value.

Are there cultural differences in how death is
personified in literature?

Yes, cultural backgrounds greatly influence death's personification. For
example, Western literature often depicts death as the Grim Reaper, while
Mexican culture celebrates death through figures like La Catrina in Día de
los Muertos, symbolizing a more festive and accepting attitude.

Additional Resources
Personification of Death in Literature: An Exploration of a Timeless Motif

Personification of death in literature has been a profound and enduring motif
across cultures and epochs, serving as a mirror to humanity’s complex
relationship with mortality. From ancient myths to contemporary novels, the
embodiment of death as a character offers not only a narrative device but
also a philosophical lens through which authors explore themes of fear,
acceptance, inevitability, and the unknown. This article delves into the
multifaceted portrayal of death in literary works, analyzing its symbolic
functions, variations across genres, and cultural significance.



The Evolution of Death’s Personification in
Literary Traditions

The personification of death has roots that trace back to early mythologies
and religious texts. In many ancient cultures, death was not merely an
abstract concept but a being with agency and intent. For example, in Greek
mythology, Thanatos represents the peaceful aspect of death, while the Grim
Reaper figure, often depicted as a cloaked skeleton wielding a scythe,
emerged later in European folklore during the Middle Ages. This figure
encapsulated the sudden and indiscriminate nature of death during times of
plague and social upheaval.

Over centuries, literature has inherited and transformed these archetypes.
The portrayal of death transitioned from a fearsome harbinger to more nuanced
characters who engage with the living in varied ways — sometimes as a guide,
other times as a trickster or even a compassionate companion. Such evolution
reflects shifting societal attitudes towards mortality, influenced by
religious, philosophical, and cultural contexts.

Symbolism and Metaphorical Significance

The literary personification of death often operates on a symbolic level,
embodying not only the end of life but also broader existential themes. Its
representation can highlight:

The inevitability of mortality: Death as an impartial force underscores
the universal truth that no one escapes its reach.

The moral and ethical dimensions: In some works, death judges or rewards
souls, reflecting cultural beliefs about justice and the afterlife.

The transition and transformation: Death may serve as a guide or
threshold figure, signifying change rather than mere cessation.

These symbolic roles enrich narratives by adding layers of meaning and
inviting readers to contemplate their own perceptions of life and death.

Prominent Literary Examples and Their
Interpretations

Throughout literature, death’s personification manifests in diverse forms,
each tailored to the thematic and emotional needs of the story.

Death as the Grim Reaper: A Universal Icon

One of the most recognizable portrayals is the Grim Reaper, a skeletal figure
clad in a black cloak and carrying a scythe. This image originated in
medieval Europe and has since permeated countless literary works, from poetry



to novels.

For instance, in Terry Pratchett’s Discworld series, Death is a recurring
character, portrayed with a surprisingly human personality and a dry sense of
humor. Pratchett’s Death challenges the traditional fearful image by offering
empathy and wisdom, subtly shifting the reader’s understanding of mortality.

Death as a Dialogue Partner

In some narratives, death is personified as an interlocutor, engaging
directly with protagonists. This device allows authors to explore
philosophical dialogues about existence, fear, and the meaning of life.

A notable example is Emily Dickinson’s poem “Because I could not stop for
Death,” where Death is depicted as a courteous suitor who takes the speaker
on a carriage ride, symbolizing the journey toward eternity. The poem’s calm
and almost gentle depiction contrasts starkly with the more menacing images
of death, inviting readers to reconsider their emotional responses.

Death in Modern and Postmodern Literature

Contemporary literature often experiments with the personification of death,
reflecting complex modern anxieties and uncertainties. Some authors depict
death as an ambiguous or fragmented figure, aligning with postmodern themes
of ambiguity and existential doubt.

In Markus Zusak’s novel "The Book Thief," Death narrates the story, providing
a unique perspective that blends omniscience with compassion. This narrative
choice humanizes death and allows for reflections on war, suffering, and
resilience, highlighting the motif’s adaptability to modern storytelling.

Functions and Effects of Death’s
Personification in Storytelling

The use of death as a character serves multiple narrative and thematic
functions that enhance literary works:

Creating tension and suspense: The presence of death as an active agent1.
raises stakes and heightens emotional engagement.

Facilitating moral reflection: Personified death can act as a judge or2.
moral arbiter, prompting readers to reflect on ethical issues.

Providing comfort or catharsis: Depictions of death as compassionate or3.
inevitable can offer solace and help readers process grief.

Enabling exploration of metaphysical questions: Through dialogue and4.
interaction, authors can explore life’s ultimate mysteries in accessible
ways.



These functions demonstrate why the personification of death remains a
compelling and versatile literary device.

Comparative Cultural Perspectives

While Western literature often favors the Grim Reaper or similar figures,
other cultures present distinct personifications of death. For example:

Aztec Mythology: Mictlantecuhtli, lord of the underworld, embodies
death’s authority and the afterlife’s harsh realities.

Japanese Literature: Death figures are sometimes portrayed as kami
(spirits) or yurei (ghosts), reflecting Shinto and Buddhist influences.

African Folklore: Death may be personified as a trickster or ancestral
spirit, emphasizing cyclical views of life and death.

These diverse portrayals enrich global literary traditions and provide
comparative insights into human attitudes toward mortality.

Challenges and Critiques of Death
Personification

Despite its widespread use, the personification of death in literature is not
without challenges. Some critics argue that anthropomorphizing death can
oversimplify or trivialize the complexity of mortality. Others worry that
certain portrayals perpetuate fear or fatalism, potentially overshadowing
narratives of life-affirmation.

However, when employed thoughtfully, death’s personification can deepen
readers’ understanding and empathy, proving to be a powerful tool rather than
a limitation.

The persistent presence of death as a character underscores its centrality to
human experience and literary imagination. As society’s views on death
continue to evolve, so too will the literary figures that embody it, ensuring
that this timeless motif remains relevant and thought-provoking.
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  personification of death in literature: The Gender of Death Karl S. Guthke, 1999 Why is it
that in some cultures and times, literature, folklore, and art commonly represent death as a man, in
others as a woman? Karl S. Guthke shows that these choices, which often contradict the
grammatical gender of the word 'death' in the language concerned, are neither arbitrary nor
accidental. In earlier centuries, the gender of the figure of death contributed to the interpretation of
biblical narrative - in particular, whether the original sin was that of Adam or Eve - and also
reflected the importance of the classical figure of Thanatos. More recently, the gender of death as
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angel, lover, or bride - whether terrifying or welcome - has carried powerful psychological and social
connotations. Tracing the gender of representations of death in art and literature from medieval
times to the present day, Guthke offers astonishing new insights into the nature and perception of
the Western self in its cultural, intellectual, and literary context.
  personification of death in literature: The Personification of Death in Middle English
Literature Judith G. Humphries, 1970
  personification of death in literature: The Personification of Death in Joanne K. Rowlings
"The Tale of the Three Brothers" (2008). Death and the Concept of Metaphysics and Fiction ,
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Abstract: This dissertation treats the thematic conception of the Personification of Death in The Tale
of the Three Brothers written by the British author Joanne K. Rowling. As a Tale destined to be read
by children, the concept of death is not easy to explain for children; this is why Rowling personifies
death in a male figure not only for the sake of personifying it but also to give it a positive image.
Different from some Children’s Literature which presents Death in a frightening and horrifying
image, Rowling presents a new beautiful image explicitly for children and implicitly for adults. To
give more significance to the personification of death, I have resorted to Karl S. Guthke’s book The
Gender of Death: A Cultural History in Art and Literature (1999) whose main argument is not only
about Death as a male figure in literature but also about the positive role that Death can play in life.
Guthke prefers the personification of death through creativity and imagination which can be found
in literature mainly, over considering death a shapeless idea. In this context, the image of Death is
revised far from the grim, bleak, and fearful image children, and adults alike, are associated with.
Rowling leads us to the conclusion that Death is an important aspect in one’s life; it should not be
feared or escaped, rather one should perceive its positive side.
  personification of death in literature: The Personification of Death in English
Literature , 2016
  personification of death in literature: The A to Z of Fantasy Literature Brian Stableford,
2009-08-13 Once upon a time all literature was fantasy, set in a mythical past when magic existed,
animals talked, and the gods took an active hand in earthly affairs. As the mythical past was
displaced in Western estimation by the historical past and novelists became increasingly
preoccupied with the present, fantasy was temporarily marginalized until the late 20th century,
when it enjoyed a spectacular resurgence in every stratum of the literary marketplace. Stableford
provides an invaluable guide to this sequence of events and to the current state of the field. The
chronology tracks the evolution of fantasy from the origins of literature to the 21st century. The
introduction explains the nature of the impulses creating and shaping fantasy literature, the
problems of its definition and the reasons for its changing historical fortunes. The dictionary
includes cross-referenced entries on more than 700 authors, ranging across the entire historical
spectrum, while more than 200 other entries describe the fantasy subgenres, key images in fantasy
literature, technical terms used in fantasy criticism, and the intimately convoluted relationship
between literary fantasies, scholarly fantasies, and lifestyle fantasies. The book concludes with an
extensive bibliography that ranges from general textbooks and specialized accounts of the history
and scholarship of fantasy literature, through bibliographies and accounts of the fantasy literature of
different nations, to individual author studies and useful websites.
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Congress, 2007
  personification of death in literature: Encyclopedia of Gothic Literature Mary Ellen
Snodgrass, 2014-05-14 Presents an alphabetical reference guide detailing the lives and works of
authors associated with Gothic literature.
  personification of death in literature: The Personification of Wisdom Alice M. Sinnott,
2017-07-05 This book examines the personification of Wisdom as a female figure - a central motif in
Proverbs, Job, Sirach, Wisdom and Baruch. Alice M. Sinnott identifies how and why the complex
character of Wisdom was introduced into the Israelite tradition, and created and developed by



Israelite/Jewish wisdom teachers and writers. Arguing that by personifying Wisdom the authors of
Proverbs responded to Israel's defeat by Babylon and the loss of Davidic monarchy, and by retrieving
and transforming the Wisdom figure the authors of Sirach, Baruch and Wisdom responded to the
spread of Hellenism and the potential loss of identity for Jews. Sinnott concludes that personified
Wisdom functioned to reinterpret and transform the Israelite/Jewish tradition.
  personification of death in literature: Historical Dictionary of Fantasy Literature Allen
Stroud, 2023-06-12 Fantasy is both old and new. In the ancient past, stories of magic, where
supernatural creatures existed, the gods walked the earth and heroes saved their civilizations from
the dark fate that awaited them were intermingled with history, religion, and fact. It is only in the
last few hundred years that a conscious suspension of disbelief has allowed us to return to fantasy:
the literature of the impossible and appreciate it for its craft and storytelling once more. Historical
Dictionary of Fantasy Literature, Second Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, an
extensive bibliography, and cross-referenced entries on more than 800 authors, ranging across the
entire historical spectrum. More than 200 other entries describe the fantasy sub genres, key images
in fantasy literature, technical terms used in fantasy criticism, and the intimately convoluted
relationship between literary fantasies, scholarly fantasies, and lifestyle fantasies. This book is an
excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about fantasy
literature.
  personification of death in literature: Paul and the Imperial Authorities at Thessalonica and
Rome James R. Harrison, 2011 James R. Harrison investigates the collision between Paul's
eschatological gospel and the Julio-Claudian conception of rule. The ruler's propaganda, with its
claim about the 'eternal rule' of the imperial house over its subjects, embodied in idolatry of power
that conflicted with Paul's proclamation of the reign of the risen Son of God over his world. This
ideological conflict is examined in 1 and 2 Thessalonians and in Romans, exploring how Paul's
eschatology intersected with the imperial cult in the Greek East and in the Latin West. A wide
selection of evidence - literary, documentary, numismatic, iconographic, archeological - unveils the
'symbolic universe' of the Julio-Claudian rulers. This construction of social and cosmic reality stood
at odds with the eschatological denouement of world history, which, in Paul's view, culminated in the
arrival of God's new creation upon Christ's return as Lord of all. Paul exalted the Body of Christ over
Nero's 'body of state', transferring to the risen and ascended Jesus many of the ruler's titles and to
the Body of Christ many of the ruler's functions. Thus, for Paul, Christ's reign challenged the values
of Roman society and transformed its hierarchical social relations through the Spirit.
  personification of death in literature: Encyclopedia of Death and the Human Experience
Clifton D. Bryant, Dennis L. Peck, 2009-07-15 Death and dying and death-related behavior involve
the causes of death and the nature of the actions and emotions surrounding death among the living.
Interest in the varied dimensions of death and dying has led to the development of death studies that
move beyond medical research to include behavioral science disciplines and practitioner-oriented
fields. As a result of this interdisciplinary interest, the literature in the field has proliferated. This
two-volume resource addresses the traditional death and dying–related topics but also presents a
unique focus on the human experience to create a new dimension to the study of death and dying.
With more than 300 entries, the Encyclopedia of Death and the Human Experience includes the
complex cultural beliefs and traditions and the institutionalized social rituals that surround dying
and death, as well as the array of emotional responses relating to bereavement, grieving, and
mourning. The Encyclopedia is enriched through important multidisciplinary contributions and
perspectives as it arranges, organizes, defines, and clarifies a comprehensive list of death-related
perspectives, concepts, and theories. Key Features Imparts significant insight into the process of
dying and the phenomenon of death Includes contributors from Asia,; Africa; Australia; Canada;
China; eastern, southern, and western Europe; Iceland; Scandinavia; South America; and the United
States who offer important interdisciplinary and cross-cultural perspectives Provides a special focus
on the cultural artifacts and social institutions and practices that constitute the human experience
Addresses death-related terms and concepts such as angel makers, equivocal death, end-of-life



decision making, near-death experiences, cemeteries, ghost photography, halo nurses, caregiver
stress, cyberfunerals, global religious beliefs and traditions, and death denial Presents a selective
use of figures, tables, and images Key Themes Arts, Media, and Popular Culture Perspectives Causes
of Death Conceptualization of Death, Dying, and the Human Experience Coping With Loss and Grief:
The Human Experience Cross-Cultural Perspectives Cultural-Determined, Social-Oriented, and
Violent Forms of Death Developmental and Demographic Perspectives Funerals and Death-Related
Activities Legal Matters Process of Dying, Symbolic Rituals, Ceremonies, and Celebrations of Life
Theories and Concepts Unworldly Entities and Events With an array of topics that include traditional
subjects and important emerging ideas, the Encyclopedia of Death and the Human Experience is the
ultimate resource for students, researchers, academics, and others interested in this intriguing area
of study.
  personification of death in literature: Personhood in the Byzantine Christian Tradition
Alexis Torrance, Symeon Paschalidis, 2018-04-27 Bringing together international scholars from
across a range of linked disciplines to examine the concept of the person in the Greek Christian
East, Personhood in the Byzantine Christian Tradition stretches in its scope from the New Testament
to contemporary debates surrounding personhood in Eastern Orthodoxy. Attention is paid to a
number of pertinent areas that have not hitherto received the scholarly attention they deserve, such
as Byzantine hymnography and iconology, the work of early miaphysite thinkers, as well as the
relevance of late Byzantine figures to the discussion. Similarly, certain long-standing debates
surrounding the question are revisited or reframed, whether regarding the concept of the person in
Maximus the Confessor, or with contributions that bring patristic and modern Orthodox theology
into dialogue with a variety of contemporary currents in philosophy, moral psychology, and political
science. In opening up new avenues of inquiry, or revisiting old avenues in new ways, this volume
brings forward an important and on-going discussion regarding concepts of personhood in the
Byzantine Christian tradition and beyond, and provides a key stimulus for further work in this field.
  personification of death in literature: Angels and Demons in Art Rosa Giorgi, 2005 This
sumptuously illustrated volume analyzes artists' representations of angels and demons and heaven
and hell from the Judeo-Christian tradition and describes how these artistic portrayals evolved over
time. As with other books in the Guide to Imagery series, the goal of this volume is to help
contemporary art enthusiasts decode the symbolic meanings in the great masterworks of Western
Art. The first chapter traces the development of images of the Creation and the Afterworld from
descriptions of them in the Scriptures through their evolution in later literary and philosophical
works. The following two chapters examine artists' depictions of the two paths that humans may
take, the path of evil or the path of salvation, and the punishments or rewards found on each. A
chapter on the Judgment Day and the end of the world explores portrayals of the mysterious worlds
between life and death and in the afterlife. Finally, the author looks at images of angelic and
demonic beings themselves and how they came to be portrayed with the physical attributes--wings,
halos, horns, and cloven hooves--with which we are now so familiar. Thoroughly researched by and
expert in the field of iconography, Angels and Demons in Art will delight readers with an interest in
art or religious symbolism.
  personification of death in literature: St. Paul's Conceptions of the Last Things Harry Angus
Alexander Kennedy, 1904
  personification of death in literature: Personified Body Parts in Cinema, Literature, and
Visual Culture Gilad Padva, Yair Koren-Maimon, 2025-04-17 Personified Body Parts in Cinema,
Literature, and Visual Culture investigates the power of personifying body parts in cinema,
television, visual culture, literature, erotica, folklore, and mystique. Culturally, socially, and
poetically exposing hidden aspects and subtleties of human existentialism, this book vigorously
questions and problematizes numerous artistic, aesthetic, technological, naïve, and macabre
manipulations of body parts for various purposes. A diverse team of authors explore how scribing
human traits to limbs, eyes, brains, genitalia, hearts, and other inner organs is grotesque and
aesthetic, repealing and appealing, intimidating and intimate, rude and enjoyable, material and



spiritual, surprising and mundane. Personified organs are interrelated with bodily integrity, visceral
aesthetics, distorted nature, social anxiety and acceptability, cultural classifications and hierarchies,
and dissident innovativeness andradicalism. This interdisciplinary volume involves body studies;
cinema, television, and media studies; literature studies; cultural, intercultural, and countercultural
studies; mythology and folklore studies; gender, sexuality, trans and queer studies; ethnicities and
postcolonialism; and art history.
  personification of death in literature: Medievalism in North America Kathleen Verduin, 1994
Studies on the influence of the middle ages, and in particular the Arthurian legends, on the culture
of North America. Fifteen essays trace North America's enthusiastic engagement with the middle
ages from the Revolution to Disney. There are eight studies of the American reception of Arthur: in
art (Abbey, Rosenthal), literature (Canadian writers,John Ciardi), scholarship (R.S. Loomis), politics
(JFK), and popular culture (Arthurian youth groups, Disneyland, the Excalibur Casino). Other topics
include Tom Paine, Elbertus Hubbard, Edgar Rice Burroughs, C.B. DeMille, popular treatments of
Villon, the roots of the New Mexican cuento, and the rhetoric of the Gulf War. Contributors: ROGER
WOOD, KYMBERLEY N. PINDER, ERICA E. HIRSHLER, ALAN LUPACK, CHARLOTTE OBERG,
RAYMOND H. THOMPSON,STAN GALLOWAY, ROBIN BLAETZ, ROBERT D. PECKHAM, JEFF
RIDER, KLAUS P. JANKOFSKY, MARY MORSE, PAMELA S. MORGAN, SUSAN ARONSTEIN, NANCY
COINER, JONATHAN M. ELUKIN
  personification of death in literature: Contested body Annette Potgieter, 2020-12-31 Within
the plenitude of Pauline studies, Contested body: Metaphors of dominion in Romans 5–8 provides a
cohesive scholarly investigation into metaphors of dominion employed by Paul. This book advances
the understanding that the body is the specific space where forces vie in Romans 5-8.
  personification of death in literature: The Masks of Tragedy Thomas G. Rosenmeyer,
2013-09-26 What matters about a play is not the extent to which it is like any other play, but the way
in which it is different, writes Thomas G. Rosenmeyer. This is, I suggest, how the ancient audiences
received the performances.... My purpose, then, in writing these essays is twofold: ... to devote
enough space to the discussion of each play to allow its special tone and texture to emerge without
hindrance and at leisure ... and to include in one collection analyses of plays so different from one
another that the accent will come to rest on the variety of the tragic experience rather than on any
one narrowly defined norm. Greek tragedy is a vehicle for many different ideas and many different
intentions. From the wealth of material that has come down to us the author has chosen six plays for
analysis. He reminds us that the plays were written to be seen and heard, and only secondarily to be
studied. The listeners expected each play to have a specific objective, and to exhibit its own mood.
These the author attempts to recover for us, by listening to what each play, in its own right, has to
say. His principal concern is with the tragic diction and the tragic ideas, designed to release certain
massive responses in the large theater-going group of ancient Athens. In exploring the characters
and the situations of the plays he has chosen, the author transports his reader to the world of
fifth-century B.C. Greece, and establishes the relevance of that world to our own experience. The
essays are not introductory in nature. No space is given, for instance, to basic information about the
playwrights, the history of Greek drama, or the special features of the Attic stage. Yet the book
addresses itself to classicists and nonclassicists alike. The outgrowth of a series of lectures to
nonspecialists, its particular appeal is to students of literature and the history of Western thought.
Parallels are drawn between the writings of the philosophers and the tragedies, and attention is paid
to certain popular Greek beliefs that colored the tragic formulations. Ultimately, however, the
approach is not historical but critical; it is the author's intention to demonstrate the beauty and the
craftsmanship of the plays under discussion.
  personification of death in literature: Language Arts , 1976
  personification of death in literature: "He Descended to the Dead" Matthew Y. Emerson,
2019-12-24 The descent of Jesus Christ to the dead has been a fundamental tenet of the Christian
faith, as indicated by its inclusion in both the Apostles' and Athanasian Creeds. But it has also been
the subject of suspicion and scrutiny, especially from evangelicals. Led by the mystery and wonder
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