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Oswald Spengler The Decline of the West: Understanding the Cycles of Civilization

oswald spengler the decline of the west is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the
most profound and controversial works in the field of philosophy and historiography. Written in the
early 20th century, Oswald Spengler’'s magnum opus, *The Decline of the West*, offers a sweeping
analysis of the rise and fall of civilizations, challenging the linear progress narrative that dominated
Western thought. If you've ever wondered how civilizations grow, mature, and eventually fade,
Spengler’s ideas provide a compelling, albeit complex, framework for understanding these grand
historical patterns.

The Background of Oswald Spengler and His Landmark
Work

Oswald Spengler was a German philosopher and historian born in 1880, whose intellectual journey led
him to question the optimistic views of history prevalent in his time. When *The Decline of the West*
was published in two volumes between 1918 and 1922, Europe was reeling from the devastation of
World War I. This context heavily influenced Spengler’s perspective, as he sought to explain not just
political upheavals but the deeper cultural and spiritual transformations that civilizations undergo.

Spengler’s thesis diverged sharply from conventional historical analysis. Instead of viewing history as
a steady march of progress, he proposed that cultures are organic entities with life cycles similar to
living organisms. They are born, grow, reach maturity, and inevitably decline. This cyclical view was
revolutionary and controversial, inviting both admiration and criticism.

Core Concepts in Oswald Spengler The Decline of the
West

At the heart of Spengler’s theory is the concept of "morphology of history," through which he
identifies recurring patterns in the development of civilizations. Rather than focusing on isolated
events or political history, Spengler examined the cultural expressions and worldviews that define
each civilization’s unique identity.

Cultures as Organisms

Spengler argued that each culture is a distinct organism with its own soul, art, religion, and politics.
For instance, he categorized major world cultures such as Egyptian, Indian, Chinese, Classical (Greco-
Roman), and Western (European) cultures. Each culture follows an inevitable cycle:

e Birth: The emergence of a new cultural identity with fresh artistic and spiritual expressions.



e Youth: A phase of growth and creativity, where the culture flourishes.

e Maturity: The peak of cultural achievement, often marked by great works of art, philosophy,
and science.

e Decline: A period where the culture becomes rigid, dominated by materialism and political
structures rather than creative vitality.

Spengler’s metaphor of cultures as living beings challenges the idea of continuous progress,
emphasizing instead that decline is an unavoidable phase.

The Concept of “Faustian” Culture

One of the most famous aspects of *The Decline of the West* is Spengler’s description of Western
civilization as “Faustian.” This term reflects the restless, expansive spirit of Europe—characterized by
an unquenchable thirst for knowledge, exploration, and domination of nature. According to Spengler,
this Faustian soul propelled the West through its phases of growth and achievement but also laid the
seeds of its eventual decline.

Unlike other cultures that might have a more cyclical or inward-looking worldview, the Faustian
culture is defined by its striving for infinity and transcendence. This boundless ambition, while a
source of great power, also leads to exhaustion and disillusionment, signaling the onset of decline.

Why Oswald Spengler The Decline of the West Remains
Relevant

Though written over a century ago, *The Decline of the West* continues to resonate in today’s world,
especially when analyzing global shifts in power and culture.

Modern Reflections on Civilizational Cycles

Spengler’s view that civilizations undergo inevitable cycles encourages us to look beyond temporary
political or economic crises and consider deeper structural transformations. For example, some
scholars and commentators apply Spenglerian analysis to the perceived decline of Western
dominance in the 21st century, pointing to the rise of Eastern powers and shifting cultural paradigms.

Understanding these cycles can help policymakers, historians, and citizens alike to better navigate
the complexities of cultural change, avoiding the trap of believing in endless progress or permanent
decline.



Critiques and Counterarguments

It’s important to note that many historians and philosophers have challenged Spengler’s deterministic
model. Critics argue that his approach is overly fatalistic and underestimates human agency and
innovation. Others point out that his categorization of cultures can be too rigid, neglecting the
interconnectedness and hybridization that often characterize real historical developments.

Despite these critiques, the enduring interest in Spengler’s work highlights its provocative nature and
the vital questions it raises about history, culture, and the future of civilizations.

Exploring the Impact of Spengler’s Ildeas on Philosophy
and History

Spengler’s *The Decline of the West* influenced a broad range of thinkers in philosophy, sociology,
and political theory. His ideas inspired debates about cultural relativism, the meaning of progress, and
the role of spirituality in history.

Influence on 20th Century Thought

In the aftermath of World War | and during the interwar period, Spengler’s pessimistic view resonated
with many who felt disillusioned by the collapse of old orders. His work contributed to the intellectual
milieu that shaped conservative and nationalist movements, though Spengler himself was critical of
nationalism in its narrow form.

Philosophers like Arnold J. Toynbee engaged with Spengler’s cyclical theories, developing their own
interpretations of civilizational rise and fall. Meanwhile, historians have debated the practical
applicability of Spengler’s cultural morphology, with some using it as a lens to interpret global history.

Lessons for Understanding Cultural Identity Today

In an increasingly globalized world, questions about cultural identity and the fate of civilizations
remain pressing. Spengler’'s emphasis on the spiritual and artistic dimensions of culture invites us to
consider what defines a civilization beyond mere economic or military power.

For contemporary readers, reflecting on *The Decline of the West* can inspire a deeper appreciation
for cultural diversity and the importance of nurturing creative forces that sustain societies. It also
challenges societies to be mindful of the signs of stagnation or decline and to seek renewal where
possible.

Tips for Engaging with Spengler’s Work



Given the density and complexity of *The Decline of the West*, approaching Spengler’s ideas can be
daunting. Here are some tips to get the most out of his work:

e Contextualize historically: Understanding the post-World War | environment helps clarify
Spengler’s motivations and concerns.

* Focus on key themes: Concentrate on the ideas of cultural cycles, the Faustian spirit, and the
morphology of history rather than every historical detail.

e Compare with other thinkers: Reading critiques and complementary theories—like those of
Toynbee or Marx—can deepen comprehension.

» Reflect on current events: Consider how Spengler’s framework might apply to contemporary
geopolitical and cultural shifts.

Exploring Spengler’s work with an open and critical mind can transform it from a challenging
philosophical treatise into a valuable tool for understanding our world.

Oswald Spengler’s *The Decline of the West* remains a seminal work that continues to provoke
thought and debate about the nature of history and civilization. Whether you agree with his cyclical
view or not, engaging with his ideas provides a rich perspective on how cultures live, evolve, and
ultimately face transformation. In a time when many question the direction of global society,
revisiting Spengler’s insights offers a chance to reflect on the forces shaping our collective future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Oswald Spengler and what is 'The Decline of the
West' about?

Oswald Spengler was a German historian and philosopher best known for his work 'The Decline of the
West," in which he presents a cyclical theory of history, arguing that civilizations go through stages of
growth and decay similar to living organisms.

What is the central thesis of 'The Decline of the West'?

The central thesis of 'The Decline of the West' is that Western civilization is in its final phase of
decline, having passed through cultural and political peaks, and that all cultures follow a predictable
lifecycle of birth, development, and eventual decay.

How does Spengler define culture and civilization in his work?

Spengler distinguishes 'culture' as the organic, creative phase of a civilization marked by artistic and
spiritual achievements, while 'civilization' is the subsequent phase characterized by mechanization,



urbanization, and decline.

What impact did 'The Decline of the West' have on historical
and philosophical thought?

The book influenced 20th-century historical and philosophical thought by introducing a cyclical view of
history, challenging linear progress narratives, and inspiring debates about cultural destiny, decline,
and the future of Western society.

What criticisms have been made against Spengler's theory in
‘The Decline of the West'?

Critics argue that Spengler's theory is overly deterministic, Eurocentric, and lacks empirical support,
with some viewing his cyclical model as too simplistic to account for the complexities and variances in
historical development.

Is 'The Decline of the West' still relevant to understanding
contemporary global issues?

Yes, many scholars and readers find "The Decline of the West' relevant for its insights into cultural
cycles and the challenges facing modern Western societies, particularly debates about globalization,
cultural identity, and political change.

Additional Resources

Oswald Spengler The Decline of the West: A Critical Examination of Cultural Pessimism and Historical
Cycles

oswald spengler the decline of the west stands as one of the most provocative and enduring
works in the realm of cultural philosophy and historiography. First published in two volumes between
1918 and 1922, Spengler's magnum opus offers a sweeping theory on the cyclical nature of
civilizations, suggesting that Western culture, much like past civilizations, is inevitably moving toward
a period of decline. This analytical article delves into the core ideas presented by Oswald Spengler,
examining the intellectual context of his work, the foundations of his theory, its reception, and its
relevance for contemporary discourse on culture and history.

The Intellectual Context of Oswald Spengler’'s Magnum
Opus

Oswald Spengler, a German historian and philosopher, wrote *The Decline of the West* in the
aftermath of World War I, a period marked by political upheaval, social unrest, and widespread
disillusionment in Europe. The devastation of the war and the collapse of established empires created
fertile ground for Spengler’s cultural pessimism and his deterministic view of history. His work was
distinctive for its rejection of linear progress narratives, which had dominated Western thinking since
the Enlightenment, opting instead for a cyclical interpretation of cultural evolution.



Spengler’s thesis contrasted sharply with the optimism of modernity. He proposed that cultures, like
biological organisms, undergo a life cycle—birth, growth, maturity, and eventual decay. This
perspective challenged the prevailing belief in continuous human advancement and suggested that
the West was nearing the final stages of its cultural existence.

Core Themes and Concepts in “The Decline of the
West”

At the heart of Spengler’s analysis lies the concept of *morphology*—the study of shapes and forms
applied to the lifespan of cultures. His theory identifies eight high cultures, including the Egyptian,
Babylonian, Indian, Chinese, Classical (Greco-Roman), Magian (Middle Eastern), Western (European),
and the future “Faustian” Western culture, a term he uses to describe the modern West’s expansive
and boundless spirit.

The Life Cycle of Civilizations

Spengler posits that each culture embodies a distinct *soul* or *essence* that shapes its art, politics,
religion, and science. This soul manifests in a culture's unique worldview and creative expression
during its *spring* and *summer* phases. However, as cultures mature, they inevitably enter an
autumnal phase characterized by rationalism, materialism, and political centralization, followed by a
winter decline marked by cultural stagnation and loss of vitality.

In the case of the Western world, Spengler identified the transition into the *Faustian* culture’s winter
stage, which he termed *Civilization*. This phase is dominated by urbanization, mechanization, and
the erosion of spiritual and cultural creativity.

Cultural Pessimism and Historical Determinism

One of the most debated aspects of *The Decline of the West* is Spengler’s cultural pessimism. His
deterministic approach implies that the decline of a culture is inevitable and cannot be prevented by
political or social reforms. This viewpoint challenges ideas of free will and progress, suggesting
instead that civilizations follow predetermined patterns beyond human control.

While some readers interpret Spengler’s thesis as fatalistic, others regard it as an invitation to

understand the limitations of cultural and historical cycles. His deterministic framing raises critical
guestions about the sustainability of modern Western societies and their cultural institutions.

Reception and Critique: Impact on Historical and
Cultural Thought

Oswald Spengler’s *The Decline of the West* has elicited polarized responses from scholars,



historians, and intellectuals. On one hand, the book’s grand scope and philosophical depth earned it
significant acclaim and influence. On the other, critics have challenged its methodology, empirical
basis, and ideological implications.

Influence on 20th Century Thought

Spengler’s work inspired a range of intellectual movements, from conservative cultural critics to
political theorists exploring the fate of Western civilization. His emphasis on cultural distinctiveness
and cyclical decline resonated with thinkers concerned about modernity’s destabilizing effects.

Notably, his ideas influenced later scholars such as Arnold J. Toynbee and Mircea Eliade, who also
explored civilizational cycles, albeit with different frameworks. Spengler’s concept of cultural
morphology provided a foundation for questioning the linear progression of history and emphasizing
cultural specificity.

Criticism: Methodological and Ideological Challenges

Critics argue that Spengler’s approach lacks empirical rigor, relying heavily on metaphorical
comparisons rather than systematic historical analysis. His selection of “high cultures” and the
attribution of life cycles to entire civilizations has been criticized as overly deterministic and
reductive.

Moreover, some scholars have identified problematic ideological undercurrents in Spengler’'s work,
including a Eurocentric bias despite his attempt to treat cultures as separate organisms. His cultural
pessimism has been linked to reactionary political ideas, though Spengler himself distanced his
theory from explicit political agendas.

Key Features and Comparative Insights

Several features distinguish Oswald Spengler’s *The Decline of the West* from other historical and
philosophical works:

 Cyclical Historical Model: Unlike linear historical narratives, Spengler’'s model emphasizes
recurring patterns of rise and fall among distinct cultures.

e Cultural Morphology: The analogy of cultures as living organisms with unique "souls" offers a
poetic yet controversial lens for understanding societal development.

e Anti-Progressivism: The rejection of inevitable progress challenges Enlightenment and
modernist assumptions about human history.

* Interdisciplinary Approach: Spengler integrates art, religion, politics, and science to build a
holistic picture of cultural evolution.



When compared to other theories of history, such as Marxist dialectics or Toynbee’s challenge-and-
response model, Spengler’s perspective remains distinctive for its metaphysical and philosophical
depth infused with a somber tone.

Pros and Cons of Spengler’s Theory

1. Pros:
o Offers a broad, integrative vision of cultural history.
o Encourages critical reflection on contemporary cultural trends and future trajectories.

o Challenges complacency about Western dominance and progress.

2. Cons:
o Methodological weaknesses and reliance on metaphor over data.
o Deterministic outlook that may negate agency and innovation.

o Potential ideological misuse or misinterpretation.

The Contemporary Relevance of Spengler’s Cultural
Analysis

In the 21st century, the discourse around *oswald spengler the decline of the west* continues to echo
amid debates on globalization, cultural identity, and geopolitical shifts. As Western countries face
challenges such as political fragmentation, technological disruption, and cultural pluralism, Spengler’s
framework provokes renewed interest in the sustainability of Western civilization’s current phase.

His analysis prompts questioning of whether the West is indeed experiencing a terminal decline or
whether new forms of cultural renewal can emerge from today’s crises. Furthermore, the
identification of distinct cultural souls invites reflection on the interactions between Western culture
and other global civilizations in an increasingly interconnected world.

While some dismiss Spengler’s predictions as overly pessimistic, others find value in his cautionary
perspective, especially as discussions about the “end of Western dominance” gain traction in
academic and policy circles.



Oswald Spengler’s *The Decline of the West* remains a seminal, if contentious, contribution to the
understanding of cultural history and the dynamics of civilization. Its ambitious scope and
philosophical depth continue to inspire debate and reflection about the fate of cultures and the
lessons history imparts about the cyclical nature of human societies. Whether regarded as a prophetic
warning or a flawed hypothesis, Spengler’s work undeniably challenges readers to reconsider the
assumptions underlying Western self-perception and the trajectory of global history.

Oswald Spengler The Decline Of The West

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler, Arthur
Helps, Charles Francis Atkinson, 1991 Spengler's work describes how we have entered into a
centuries-long world-historical phase comparable to late antiquity, and his controversial ideas spark
debate over the meaning of historiography.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West: Form and actuality
Oswald Spengler, 1926 Contains Spengler's well-known work on the history of and the rise and fall
of various civilizations.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler,
2006-04-11 Since its first publication more than eighty years ago, The Decline of the West has
ranked as one of the most widely read and talked about books of our time. A sweeping account of
Western culture by a historian of legendary intellect, it is an astonishingly informed, forcefully
eloquent, thrillingly controversial work that advances a world view based on the cyclical rise and fall
of civilizations. This abridgment presents the most significant of Oswald Spengler’s arguments,
linked by illuminating explanatory passages. It makes available in one volume a masterpiece of
grand-scale history and far-reaching prophesy that remains essential reading for anyone interested
in the factors that determine the course of civilizations.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The decline of the West Oswald Spengler,
2024-06-12 Since its first publication in two volumes between 1918-1923, The Decline of the West
has ranked as one of the most widely read and most talked about books of our time. In all its various
editions, it has sold nearly 100,000 copies. A twentieth-century Cassandra, Oswald Spengler
thoroughly probed the origin and fate of our civilization, and the result can be (and has been) read
as a prophesy of the Nazi regime. His challenging views have led to harsh criticism over the years,
but the knowledge and eloquence that went into his sweeping study of Western culture have kept
The Decline of the West alive. As the face of Germany and Europe as a whole continues to change
each day, The Decline of the West cannot be ignored. In this engrossing and highly controversial
philosophy of history, Spengler describes how we have entered into a centuries-long world-historical
phase comparable to late antiquity. Guided by the philosophies of Goethe and Nietzsche, he rejects
linear progression, and instead presents a world view based on the cyclical rise and decline of
civilizations. He argues that a culture blossoms from the soil of a definable landscape and dies when
it has exhausted all of its possibilities. Despite Spengler's reputation today as an extreme pessimist,
The Decline of the West remains essential reading for anyone interested in the history of civilization.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West, Two Volumes in One
Oswald Spengler, 2020-12-09 The Decline of the West by German historian Oswald Spengler,
originally published in German as Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Vols. I and II in resp. 1918 and
1922), became an instant success in Germany after its defeat in World War I.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler,
Charles Francis Atkinson, 1945-01-01 The German historian considers all forms and movements of


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/oswald-spengler-the-decline-of-the-west.pdf

human affairs as he predicts the inevitable eclipse of Western civilization.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: Decline of the West, Volume II Oswald Spengler,
2020-12-09 ...the World-War was no longer a momentary constellation of casual facts due to national
sentiments, personal influences, or economic tendencies, ...but the type of a historical change of
phase occurring within a great historical organism of definable compass at the point preordained for
it hundreds of years ago. -Oswald Spengler, Decline of the West Vol. I, 1914 The Decline of the West,
Volume II: Perspectives of World-History by German historian Oswald Spengler, originally published
in German as Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Vol. II in 1922), became an instant success in
Germany after its defeat in World War I. Spengler's description of the end of the Western world and
the implication that Germany was part of this larger historical process resonated with the German
readers. He described great cultures following a cycle from inception to expansion followed by
death. By understanding this cycle, one could reconstruct the past and predict the future. He
specifically predicted that in the final stage of Western civilization, in the 20th century, Caesarism, a
new and overpowering leadership would arise, replacing individualism, liberalism and democracy.
Even though this book was criticized by scholars, it became a bestseller in the 1920s and laid the
foundation for the social cycle theory, which states that stages of history generally repeat
themselves in cycles.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West, Vol. I - Scholar's Choice
Edition Oswald Spengler, 2015-02-12 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler, 1926

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West, Volume I Oswald Spengler,
2020-12-09 The Decline of the West, Volume I: Form and Actuality, by German historian Oswald
Spengler, originally published in German as Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Vol. [ in 1918),
became an instant success in Germany after its defeat in World War I.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler, 2021-07
In the second and more controversial, albeit optimistic, volume of The Decline of the West, Oswald
Spengler deals with the world historical perspectives of his comparative cultural morphology. The
periodical calm surrounding the constant and eternally recurring movements, described in the first
volume, is over. Spengler develops his theory of Caesarism - a tendency towards dictatorship
peculiar to mass democracy. According to Spengler, today we live in the decadent stage of
civilization. Previously, the people of culture used money for buying and selling while their main
thoughts and occupations lay elsewhere. The people of civilization, however, exclusively think in
terms of money and nothing else. That is why our period is also marked by rapacious oligarchs,
cunning stock market manipulation, a flourishing art trade and boundless corruption. Only the
return of the eternal values of blood and race, through the coming of the Caesars, can destroy the
tyranny of the financial mind. Thus Caesarism will bring the victory of strength politics over capital,
breaking the pecuniary power and promoting national welfare. The scene is set for the final battle
between the forces of plutocracy and chaos and the political will and order of the Caesars.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West: Perspectives of
world-history Oswald Spengler, 1922




oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Oswald Spengler, 1926

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Volume 2 Oswald Spengler,
2015-11-07 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: The Decline of the West Volume 2 - Scholar's Choice
Edition Oswald Spengler, 2015-02-14 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

oswald spengler the decline of the west: Decline of the West, Volume II Oswald Spengler,
2013-08-02 The Decline of the West Volume II: Perspectives of World-History By Oswald Spengler
Contents [-Origin and Language--The Cosmic and the Microcosm II-Origin and Language--The Group
of the Higher Cultures III-Origin and Language--The Relations between the Cultures IV-Cities and
Peoples--The Soul of the City V-Cities and Peoples--Peoples, Races, Tongues VI-Cities and
Peoples--Primitives, Culture-Peoples, Fellaheen VII-Problems of the Arabian Culture--Historic
Pseudomorphoses VIII-Problems of the Arabian Culture--The Magian Soul IX-Problems of the
Arabian Culture--Pythagoras, Mohammed, Cromwell X-The State--The Problem of the Estates:
Nobility and Priesthood XI-The State--State and History XII-The State--Philosophy of Politics XIII-The
Form-world of Economic Life--Money XIV-The Form-world of Economic Life--The Machine Excerpt
from Chapter I Regard the flowers at eventide as, one after the other, they close in the setting sun.
Strange is the feeling that then presses in upon you--a feeling of enigmatic fear in the presence of
this blind dreamlike earth-bound existence. The dumb forest, the silent meadows, this bush, that
twig, do not stir themselves, it is the wind that plays with them. Only the little gnat is free--he
dances still in the evening light, he moves whither he will. A plant is nothing on its own account. It
forms a part of the landscape in which a chance made it take root. The twilight, the chill, the closing
of every flower--these are not cause and effect, not danger and willed answer to danger. They are a
single process of nature, which is accomplishing itself near, with, and in the plant. The individual is
not free to look out for itself, will for itself, or choose for itself. An animal, on the contrary, can
choose. It is emancipated from the servitude of all the rest of the world. This midget swarm that
dances on and on, that solitary bird still flying through the evening, the fox approaching furtively the
nest--these are little worlds of their own within another great world. An animalcule in a drop of
water, too tiny to be perceived by the human eye, though it lasts but a second and has but a corner
of this drop as its field--nevertheless is free and independent in the face of the universe. The giant




oak, upon one of whose leaves the droplet hangs, is not. Servitude and freedom--this is in last and
deepest analysis the differentia by which we distinguish vegetable and animal existence. Yet only the
plant is wholly and entirely what ti is; in the being of the animal there is something dual. A vegetable
is only a vegetable; an animal is a vegetable and something more besides. A herd that huddles
together trembling...

Windham Press is committed to bringing the lost cultural heritage of ages past into the 21st century
through high-quality reproductions of original, classic printed works at affordable prices. This book
has been carefully crafted to utilize the original images of antique books rather than error-prone
OCR text. This also preserves the work of the original typesetters of these classics, unknown
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