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M. Scott Peck People of the Lie: Understanding Evil in Human Behavior

m scott peck people of the lie is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a profound exploration
of human evil, deception, and the dark side of the human psyche. Dr. M. Scott Peck, a psychiatrist
and author best known for his book "The Road Less Traveled," took a courageous step further in his
work "People of the Lie: The Hope for Healing Human Evil." This book delves into the unsettling and
often misunderstood concept of evil as a real force within individuals and communities. In this
article, we will explore the core ideas behind M. Scott Peck’s insights, unpack what he meant by
“people of the lie,” and examine how this understanding can influence our approach to human
behavior and healing today.

The Genesis of "People of the Lie"

M. Scott Peck’s journey toward writing "People of the Lie" began with his clinical experience as a
psychiatrist. While his earlier work focused on personal growth and spiritual development, Peck
found himself repeatedly confronting individuals whose behavior was not just pathological but
appeared fundamentally evil. In his own words, these were people who lied, manipulated, and
inflicted harm without remorse, seemingly lacking the capacity for genuine empathy or self-
reflection.

He coined the term “people of the lie” to describe these individuals who, according to Peck, live a
life built on deception—not just deceiving others but themselves as well. This self-deception, Peck
argued, is a core component of evil. The people of the lie maintain a facade of normalcy or
righteousness while concealing a malignant inner reality.

Why “People of the Lie”?

The phrase itself is deeply symbolic. Peck draws from biblical and literary traditions where lying and
deceit are often associated with evil. By labeling these individuals as “people of the lie,” he
emphasizes that their destructive actions stem from an internal falseness. They deny responsibility
for their actions, blame others, and resist any attempt at genuine healing or change.

This idea challenges more conventional psychological explanations that might focus solely on mental
illness or social factors. Instead, Peck invites readers to consider evil as a distinct category of human
dysfunction—one that requires a different approach to understanding and intervention.

Key Concepts in M. Scott Peck’s Exploration of Evil

Understanding the ideas presented in "People of the Lie" requires unpacking several core concepts
Peck discusses throughout the book. These concepts help clarify how he differentiates evil from
other forms of psychological or moral failure.



Evil as a Medical Condition

Peck controversially suggested that evil could be viewed as a kind of medical condition—akin to a
spiritual or moral illness. Unlike physical illnesses, it’s not always visible, but it manifests in a
person’s actions and relationships. Those afflicted by this “condition” often cause suffering and
destruction, sometimes without awareness of their true motivations.

He also noted that evil individuals tend to be very resistant to therapy or any form of self-
examination. This resistance is part of what makes evil so challenging to treat or heal, as these
individuals often double down on their lies to protect their false self-image.

The Role of Self-Deception

At the heart of Peck’s theory is the concept of self-deception. People of the lie are not merely
dishonest with others; they are profoundly dishonest with themselves. This self-deception creates a
psychological barrier that prevents growth, healing, or acknowledgment of wrongdoing.

Peck describes this as a defense mechanism, but unlike typical defenses, it is malignant. It
perpetuates harm and often escalates conflicts within families, communities, or even larger social
groups.

Projection and Blame

Another important idea Peck explores is how people of the lie externalize blame. Instead of
accepting responsibility for their actions, they project their faults onto others. This projection fuels
ongoing conflict and prevents any meaningful resolution.

This behavior also serves to isolate the individual, as others begin to recognize the pattern of
deception and manipulation.

Examples and Case Studies from "People of the Lie"

One of the strengths of Peck’s book is his use of real-life examples and case studies drawn from his
psychiatric practice. These stories illustrate how evil manifests in everyday situations, often hidden
beneath a veneer of normalcy.

Family Dynamics and Evil

Peck discusses families where evil behavior becomes a repeating pattern, passed from one
generation to the next. For example, a parent who consistently lies, abuses, or manipulates may
create an environment where children learn to adopt similar destructive behaviors.



These family systems are often resistant to outside intervention because the “people of the lie” deny
any problem exists. Peck’s work encourages a compassionate yet firm approach to recognizing and
addressing these patterns.

Community and Social Implications

Beyond individuals and families, Peck also examines how evil can permeate communities or
organizations. This can take the form of systemic injustice, cover-ups, or collective denial of harmful
actions.

Peck’s insights here are particularly relevant for understanding how institutions sometimes protect
wrongdoing or fail to hold perpetrators accountable.

Practical Insights: What Can We Learn from M. Scott
Peck’s "People of the Lie"?

Reading "People of the Lie" offers more than just theoretical knowledge; it provides practical
wisdom for anyone seeking to navigate the complexities of human behavior—whether in personal
relationships, therapy, or leadership.

Recognizing the Signs of Malignant Deception

One of the first steps is learning to identify behaviors that may indicate a person is living in deep
self-deception and causing harm. These signs can include:

Consistent denial of responsibility

Lack of empathy or remorse

Manipulation and gaslighting

Projection of blame onto others

Resistance to honest feedback or self-reflection

By becoming aware of these patterns, individuals can protect themselves and others from further
harm.



Setting Boundaries and Seeking Healing

Peck emphasizes the importance of establishing clear boundaries when dealing with people of the
lie. Because genuine change is rare without recognition of the underlying self-deception, it’s crucial
to maintain one’s own integrity and avoid enabling destructive behaviors.

At the same time, Peck holds a hopeful view that healing is possible—primarily through a
combination of spiritual growth, honesty, and sometimes professional intervention.

The Role of Spirituality and Compassion

Unlike many discussions of evil that focus solely on judgment or punishment, Peck integrates
spirituality into his approach. He suggests that confronting evil requires both courage and
compassion. Recognizing the humanity beneath the lie is a vital step toward healing, even if that
healing is slow and difficult.

This perspective encourages a balanced response that neither demonizes nor excuses harmful
behavior but seeks to understand and transform it.

The Enduring Relevance of M. Scott Peck’s Work

More than three decades after its publication, "People of the Lie" remains a powerful and relevant
work. In a world where deception and conflict often dominate headlines, Peck’s exploration of evil
offers a lens through which to view some of the darkest aspects of human nature.

Whether in personal relationships, workplace dynamics, or broader social issues, understanding the
concept of “people of the lie” can help us navigate complexity with greater awareness and resilience.

For those interested in psychology, spirituality, or social dynamics, M. Scott Peck’s "People of the
Lie" offers a rare and invaluable perspective on the nature of evil—and the hope for healing that lies
beyond it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of M. Scott Peck's book 'People of the
Lie'?
The main theme of 'People of the Lie' is the exploration of evil in everyday life, particularly focusing
on the concept of malignant evil manifested through deception, denial, and a refusal to take
responsibility for one's actions.



How does M. Scott Peck define 'evil' in 'People of the Lie'?
In 'People of the Lie,' M. Scott Peck defines evil as a destructive force characterized by self-
deception, a refusal to acknowledge wrongdoing, and a persistent pattern of harmful behavior
towards others, often rooted in psychological and spiritual sickness.

What are 'people of the lie' according to M. Scott Peck?
'People of the lie' are individuals who consistently lie to themselves and others to avoid facing their
own faults and responsibilities, thereby perpetuating harm and evil in their relationships and
communities.

Does M. Scott Peck offer any solutions or ways to deal with
'people of the lie'?
Yes, Peck suggests that confronting evil requires courage, honesty, and spiritual growth. He
emphasizes the importance of acknowledging truth, fostering empathy, and sometimes professional
intervention to address the destructive behaviors of 'people of the lie.'

How has 'People of the Lie' influenced psychological and
spiritual discussions about evil?
'People of the Lie' has significantly influenced both psychological and spiritual discussions by
providing a framework to understand evil not just as external acts but as internal psychological
conditions, encouraging a holistic approach to healing and moral responsibility.

Additional Resources
M. Scott Peck People of the Lie: A Deep Dive into the Nature of Evil

m scott peck people of the lie is a seminal work that delves into the complex and often
misunderstood concept of evil within human behavior. Written by psychiatrist M. Scott Peck, the
book presents a psychological and spiritual exploration of what he terms "evil people," individuals
who embody malevolent characteristics that disrupt communities and relationships. Since its
publication, People of the Lie has sparked considerable discussion among professionals in
psychology, theology, and philosophy, as well as among lay readers interested in the darker aspects
of human nature.

This article undertakes an investigative review of M. Scott Peck's People of the Lie, examining its
core ideas, the author's methodology, and the impact this work has had on the discourse
surrounding evil. We will also explore key themes and critiques, offering a comprehensive
understanding of the book’s relevance in contemporary discussions about morality and psychological
pathology.



Understanding the Concept of Evil in People of the Lie

At its core, M. Scott Peck’s People of the Lie seeks to define evil not merely as an abstract
philosophical idea but as a tangible, observable phenomenon manifesting in certain individuals’
behaviors and interactions. Peck challenges traditional notions that confine evil to supernatural or
metaphysical realms and instead grounds it in psychological patterns and social consequences.

Peck differentiates evil from mere wrongdoing or criminality by emphasizing intentionality and the
persistent refusal to acknowledge or take responsibility for harmful actions. In his view, evil people
engage in deceit, manipulation, and destruction, not out of ignorance or circumstance, but as a
fundamental aspect of their character. This distinction is crucial for readers to understand the
book’s thesis and Peck's approach to diagnosing evil in a clinical context.

The Definition and Traits of "People of the Lie"

One of the most significant contributions of People of the Lie is Peck’s detailed characterization of
individuals he classifies as “people of the lie.” These individuals typically exhibit:

Chronic dishonesty and self-deception

A refusal to accept responsibility for their actions

Deep-seated hostility and a tendency to blame others for their problems

Manipulative behavior aimed at controlling or harming others

A lack of empathy and genuine remorse

Peck argues that these traits combine to create a destructive force within families, organizations,
and societies. The “lie” in the title refers not only to external falsehoods but also to internal self-
deception that prevents these individuals from confronting their own flaws and evils.

M. Scott Peck's Approach: Psychiatry Meets Spiritual
Insight

Unlike many psychological texts that rely heavily on clinical data and empirical research, People of
the Lie integrates Peck’s experiences as a psychiatrist with his interests in spirituality and moral
philosophy. This hybrid approach allows Peck to explore evil as both a psychological disorder and a
spiritual malady.



Case Studies and Clinical Observations

Throughout the book, Peck presents numerous case studies from his psychiatric practice, offering
real-world examples that illustrate his theories. These narratives highlight the challenges of treating
or even interacting with people who embody the traits of evil described above. The case studies
serve multiple purposes:

They provide concrete evidence supporting Peck’s claims.1.

They illustrate the subtle ways evil can manifest in everyday life.2.

They demonstrate the limitations of traditional psychiatric methods when dealing with these3.
individuals.

Such detailed clinical observation sets People of the Lie apart from purely theoretical treatises on
evil, grounding its insights in lived human experience.

The Spiritual Dimension of Evil

Peck’s integration of spirituality is particularly distinctive. He suggests that evil is not only a
psychological dysfunction but also a spiritual failure—a refusal to face truth and love. This
perspective aligns with religious and philosophical traditions that associate evil with pride,
deception, and alienation from the good.

By framing evil as a spiritual problem, Peck invites readers to consider healing as a process
involving moral and existential transformation, not just behavioral change. This dual lens has made
People of the Lie popular among readers interested in the intersections of psychology and
spirituality, though it has also drawn criticism from those who prefer strictly scientific explanations.

Impact and Reception of People of the Lie

Since its release, People of the Lie has influenced how mental health professionals, theologians, and
the general public think about evil. It has been praised for its courage in addressing a difficult
subject and criticized for its subjective approach.

Strengths of Peck’s Work

Originality: Peck was among the first to attempt a clinical study of evil, expanding the scope
of psychiatric inquiry.



Integration of disciplines: The blending of psychological analysis with spiritual insight
offers a holistic understanding.

Practical relevance: The book provides a framework for identifying and dealing with
destructive individuals in personal and professional contexts.

Critiques and Limitations

Lack of empirical rigor: Some critics argue that Peck’s definitions of evil are too subjective
and lack scientific validation.

Potential for stigmatization: Labeling individuals as “evil” can oversimplify complex
psychological conditions and potentially hinder compassionate treatment.

Spiritual bias: The emphasis on spirituality may alienate readers who seek secular or purely
psychological explanations.

Despite these critiques, People of the Lie remains a valuable contribution to the literature on human
behavior, moral psychology, and the darker dimensions of personality.

People of the Lie in Contemporary Context

In today’s cultural and social climate, M. Scott Peck’s People of the Lie continues to resonate,
especially as societies grapple with issues of deception, manipulation, and moral failure at various
levels—from interpersonal relationships to political arenas.

Relevance to Modern Psychology and Ethics

Modern psychologists increasingly recognize the importance of understanding personality disorders,
narcissism, and sociopathy—conditions that share traits with Peck’s “evil” individuals. While
contemporary clinical terminology avoids moral judgments, the behavioral patterns Peck describes
remain relevant for diagnosis and treatment.

Furthermore, discussions about ethics, leadership, and social responsibility often echo Peck’s
warnings about the destructive potential of unchecked malevolence. Leaders or influencers who
embody traits akin to the “people of the lie” can cause widespread harm, underscoring the need for
vigilance and accountability.



People of the Lie and Popular Culture

The themes explored in People of the Lie have permeated popular culture, influencing how evil is
portrayed in literature, film, and media. The concept of individuals who hide behind falsehoods and
manipulate others aligns with common archetypes of villains and antagonists. Peck’s work provides
a psychological foundation for these characterizations, enriching the cultural conversation about the
nature of malevolence.

As society becomes more aware of mental health issues, the nuanced approach of People of the Lie
offers a framework for distinguishing between pathological behaviors and genuine evil, a distinction
that is crucial for effective social and therapeutic responses.

---

Through an investigative lens, M. Scott Peck’s People of the Lie offers a compelling analysis of evil
as a persistent and insidious force within human relationships. Its fusion of psychiatry and
spirituality, paired with vivid case studies, challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about the nature of deception, responsibility, and moral failure. While not without its controversies,
the book remains a touchstone for those seeking to understand the darker facets of human
psychology and the enduring impact of “people of the lie.”
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  m scott peck people of the lie: People of the Lie M. Scott Peck, 1990 `The patient suddenly
resembled a writhing snake of great strength. . . More frightening than the writhing body, however,
was the face. The eyes were hooded with lazy reptilian torpor. . . ` This is the second bestselling
book by Dr M, Scott Peck. Here Dr
  m scott peck people of the lie: People of the Lie Morgan Scott Peck, 1983 So compelling in
its exploration of the human psyche, it's as hard to put down as a thriller...such a force of energy,
intensity, and straightforwarness. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  m scott peck people of the lie: People of the Lie M. Scott Peck, 1983 In this absorbing and
equally inspiring companion volume to his classic trilogy—The Road Less Traveled, Further Along
the Road Less Traveled, and The Road Less Traveled and Beyond—Dr. M. Scott Peck brilliantly
probes into the essence of human evil. People who are evil attack others instead of facing their own
failures. Peck demonstrates the havoc these people of the lie work in the lives of those around them.
He presents, from vivid incidents encountered in his psychiatric practice, examples of evil in
everyday life. This book is by turns disturbing, fascinating, and altogether impossible to put down as
it offers a strikingly original approach to the age-old problem of human evil.
  m scott peck people of the lie: A Re-examination of Evil in Light of M. Scott Peck's
"People of the Lie" Mark Kozeal, 1988
  m scott peck people of the lie: Deliverance from Evil Spirits Dr. Francis MacNutt, 2009-02 A
guide to deliverance ministry explains the biblical record and clarifies what a deliverance ministry is
and how it functions in the church of today.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Church Abuse of Clergy Gene Fowler, 2020-03-09 Imagine
receiving a shocking email from a church member stating that you, the pastor, have mishandled
church funds and that you should resign for the good of the congregation. Soon you discover that the
church member sent the email to many other church members. Additional lies will follow until the
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fateful day comes when the members vote to fire you, or the bishop dismisses you, or you resign for
sheer survival. You are experiencing church abuse of clergy, which is the topic of this book. Clergy
will gain an entirely new understanding of church abuse of clergy that afflicts many pastors and
their loved ones by reading this book. The view of church abuse of clergy being presented is a new
paradigm that challenges older explanations of the church abuse. This book shows that clergy must
begin collaborating in order to discover effective solutions to the church abuse of clergy problem.
Clergy must become empowered to confront the church at all levels and support one another in the
face of church abuse of clergy. A very toxic ministry situation exists throughout the United States
and internationally, which must be challenged!
  m scott peck people of the lie: The Letters of John N.T. Wright, 2012-06-08 In his letters, John
expresses delight at believers who are walking in the truth: behaving with that integrity which
reflects the gospel. These nine studies from Tom Wright help us become believers who are walking
in the truth in our own day--people in whom the very life of God is at work for all to see.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Some Things Considered Bryan W Ball, 2024-11-28 In Some
Things Considered, Bryan Ball offers his readers a unique selection of distinctive essays on topics of
theological and historical significance. Designed as stand-alone essays, across the volume Ball
nevertheless explores the core beliefs fundamental to Christianity and key principles of biblical
interpretation, allowing readers to come to his later chapters with a thorough grounding in biblical
theology and interpretation. Ball then explores a variety of topics, from the geological and
geophysical evidence of the Genesis Flood to the seventeenth century controversy about the Sabbath
day. Honing in on oft-misunderstood verses such as Daniel 8:14 and Genesis 1:16, he offers nuanced
interpretations. He culminates the collection with a discussion of the biblical context surrounding
the 'The Decline of the West'.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Embraced Steve Sherwood, 2010-02-01 In a post-modern
world leery of abstracted theology, might the answers to the deep question of why Jesus died on the
cross be found, not in theology textbooks, but in the stories of the Bible? What if the playing out of
one Hebrew word, hesed, tells us who we are, who God is, and what Jesus' life and death were all
about? Embraced: Prodigals at the Cross tells the story of hesed, God's steadfast love, as it weaves
its way from our creation for relationship, through our rejection of that relationship, to God's
centuries-long pursuit of reconciliation. The story ends in embrace, the embrace of a good father
who runs to his prodigal son, and a loving God who takes on human flesh to reach out to us on the
cross. This book is God's story. This book is our story.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Ethics and the Discovery of the Unconscious John Hanwell
Riker, 1997-07-10 This book shows why the discovery of the unconscious by Nietzsche and Freud
requires a reconception of the concepts of moral agency and responsibility and even of morality
itself. It explicates how contemporary psychology has taken over the traditional task of ethics in
elucidating a theory of human well-being, but criticizes this psychology for being unable to generate
adequate notions of either responsibility or moral agency. Riker develops a new moral psychology in
which the reality of unconscious functioning is included within a theory of responsibility, and the
agent's primary ethic concern becomes knowing what her unconscious motivations are and
integrating them into a morally and psychologically mature self.
  m scott peck people of the lie: The Unknown God Jon Walker, 2015-09-11 There’s a danger in
following a God we don’t even know: we become vulnerable to the idea that we must constantly try
harder to please God. This book exposes the myths that keep us feeling like God is always judging
and condemning us. If you've ever felt that it's impossible to please God, this book is for you. Too
many of us are following a mythical god who we think is always mad and always looking to catch us
doing something wrong; or even worse, condemning us when we fail to do the right thing. The sad
thing is we teach this repeatedly in the church and believe this again and again in our Christian walk
because we follow an Unknown God. This teaching locks us in a behavior-based Christianity that
demands we keep trying harder. But God never meant for us to become slaves to condemnation.
Instead of trying harder, he wants us to trust more. Get to know God and understand that all of his



commandments are meant to help us live in fellowship with Jesus.
  m scott peck people of the lie: When Love Abides Broken Aidan Brezovar, 2022-06-15
Following his 81year old mother’s stroke, Aidan Brezovar leaves Skyline in the Midwest after thirty
years of Catholic ordained ministry there. With the health scare catapulting his mother into a total
life review, Aidan’s move to the Lavaro ranch comes at a critical time. Petite, with dark silver hair, a
happy, open face, a ready smile, and an Irish sparkle in her eyes, Zoe Lavaro is much more than the
“cute little lady” she is thought to be by most people who meet her. She is a shrewd observer of
human behavior with a born survivor’s critical eye, hunger for security, and willingness to risk
whatever it takes to get her needs met. Brezovar’s mission is to care for his mother at their
mountain ranch, but he must also contend with his stepfather, who invited him to come but wrangles
with Aidan about virtually everything after he arrives. The consequences of Aidan’s move touch
every member of the family. This book is about a family’s struggle to adjust to change, the hidden
fault lines that can ruin relationships, and the uncovering of love’s true tensile strength when
stressed by emotional deprivation, abuse, jealousy, and betrayal. Brezovar also examines the searing
pain brought about by divorce and remarriage. When the dust finally settles, families are
transformed.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Banishing Night Terrors and Nightmares Christopher Raoul
Carranza, Jane Rogers Dill, 2004 Drawn from the latest research and the author's own experiences
with night terrors, this comprehensive guide provides parents with the most effective therapeutic
approaches, the pros and cons of medication, and the steps needed for permanently vanquishing this
disorder, while improving physical and emotional health. Original.
  m scott peck people of the lie: God's Touch Bruce Gordon Epperly, 2001-01-01 The
mounting evidence of the interconnectedness of spirituality, health, and medicine suggests giving
new attention to the healing ministry of Jesus. Through a fresh reading of the Gospel narratives,
Bruce Epperly reveals the centrality of whole-person healing within Jesus' mission as teacher and
social reformer and stresses that churches should seek to recover a healing ministry that touches
both the spirit and the body. God's Touch traces the links between Jesus' approach to wholeness of
mind, body, spirit, and relationships, and the practices of complementary and alternative medicine
today.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Christians Are Recovering Human Beings Edwin
Zackrison, 2019-07-26 This book will examine some of the perspectives of reality that can help us
realize the pattern of our recovery. In our notions of improvement there are elements of value and
worth, which stress direction and evaluation. These elements are closely related to rationale, aim
and goal. We call them wishes. Christianity does not just talk of desire. Appeal often falls short of
action. The reality of healing through our faith is directed by divine action. Theologians write about
concepts like covenant, sacrifice, depravity and vindication. And they put meanings in those terms
which often escape the “man on the street.” We will look at some of these perceptions in our study of
this reality. Love is demonstrated in our acts. Sometimes the Bible writers refer to this as
‘right-doing’ of loving response. Our love finds its convincing expression in good acts. Actions attract
equivalence from others. Educators refer to this the contrast between cognition and affection.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Understanding Jesus Peter S Williams, 2014-08-08 Examines
the Gospel accounts of Jesus' life the claims of Jesus' life and ministry. Peter S. Williams brings a
philosopher's Jesus and argues that understanding the spirituality of Jesus is the path to our own
spiritual enlightenment. Williams takes issue with 'new-atheist' discussions of faith and historical
Jesus studies before guiding Christian understanding of Jesus.
  m scott peck people of the lie: The Wounded Minister Guy Greenfield, 2001-07-01 Every
church deals with personality conflicts and intermittent discord. But in some churches, what should
be normal clashes has become a devastating form of abuse-pastoral abuse. A growing phenomenon
that cuts across denominational lines and impacts every level of ministry, pastoral abuse leaves in its
wake thousands of wounded clergymen with ruined ministries, broken relationships, damaged
health, even shattered faith. The Wounded Minister: Healing for Abused Clergy, written by a



clinically trained pastoral counselor, examines the reality of evil in churches and the ways in which
pathological antagonists emotionally and spiritually batter pastors. A deft mix of personal experience
and in-depth research, this resource will help wounded men and women of all ministerial positions
learn how to recover their broken hearts while rebuilding their lives. And as preventative medicine,
it also provides guidelines on how spiritually sensitive Christians can develop a church structure that
protects their pastors from this tragedy. Both compassionate and proactive, this book is an excellent
resource for hurting pastors as well as lay leadership pursuing healthy church life.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Bully in Sight Tim Field, 1996 Bully In Sight is a
comprehensive guide on how to predict, resist, challenge and combat bullying in the workplace. Find
out why some people become bullies while others become victims, and how and why the bullies
victims are picked.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Can God be Trusted? John G. Stackhouse, 2000 Why does an
all-powerful, all good God allow evil to happen? This book offers a lucid and accessible overview of
this intractable problem. It presents the reflections of classical and contemporary thinkers, and
gives clues as to how God governs the cosmos, while arguing that a comprehensive explanation is
not available. Instead, it asks whether God can be trusted in spite of evil and suggests why the reply
can ultimately be Yes.
  m scott peck people of the lie: Facing Evil Paul Woodruff, Harry A. Wilmer, 2001 From
slavery to the Holocaust to the destruction of the World Trade Center, the specter of human evil
continues to haunt and defy all attempts at explanation. This collection of lectures - given at a
symposium on evil by prominent scholars, writers, theologians and philosophers - resonates
powerfully as we continue to confront the devastation wrought by even a single individual caught in
the grip of evil.
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