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Largest Point Spread in NFL History: A Look at the Most Lopsided Odds

largest point spread in nfl history is a fascinating topic for both football
fans and sports bettors alike. Point spreads are a crucial part of NFL
betting, designed to level the playing field between two teams by assigning a
handicap. But sometimes, the disparity between teams is so great that
sportsbooks open with staggering spreads, reflecting the expected blowout. In
this article, we’ll delve into some of the most extreme point spreads ever
recorded in NFL history, what they signified, and how those games actually
played out. Whether you’re a casual fan curious about NFL oddities or a
bettor seeking historical context, understanding these massive spreads offers
a window into the dynamics of the league and the unpredictability of the
sport.

Understanding Point Spreads in the NFL

Before diving into the largest point spread in NFL history, it helps to grasp
what a point spread actually is. In simple terms, a point spread is a
handicap set by oddsmakers to make betting on either team equally attractive.
For example, if a powerhouse team is expected to dominate a weaker opponent,
the favorite might be favored by 10 points, meaning they must win by more
than 10 to “cover the spread” for bettors backing them.

This system keeps betting engaging and fair, preventing all the money from
going to the obvious favorite. However, when the talent gap is huge, point
spreads can balloon to double digits, sometimes reaching into the 20s or even
higher. That’s when we start talking about the largest point spreads in NFL
history — games where the oddsmakers anticipated near-total domination.

The Largest Point Spread in NFL History: The
1940 NFL Championship Game

Setting the Stage: The Chicago Bears vs. Washington
Redskins

One of the most famous and largest point spreads in NFL history occurred
during the 1940 NFL Championship Game. The Chicago Bears were so dominant
that sportsbooks opened the line with the Bears favored by a staggering 18
points over the Washington Redskins. This was unprecedented at the time,
reflecting the Bears’ powerful offense and innovative T-formation strategy.



The Outcome: A Historic Blowout

The Bears did not just cover the spread; they shattered expectations by
winning 73-0, which remains the most lopsided victory in NFL history. The
massive point spread perfectly anticipated a blowout, but even the oddsmakers
likely didn’t expect a margin that large. This game set a record both for the
largest point spread and the biggest margin of victory, cementing its place
in NFL lore.

Other Notable Large Point Spreads in NFL
History

While the 1940 Championship game holds the record, there have been several
other games with massive spreads that caught the attention of fans and
bettors.

New England Patriots vs. Miami Dolphins (2007)

During the 2007 season, the New England Patriots were a dominant force, and
when they faced the Miami Dolphins, sportsbooks opened with a 14-point spread
favoring the Patriots. The Patriots were undefeated going into the game, and
the Dolphins were struggling. New England won 49-28, covering the spread
comfortably.

Denver Broncos vs. Jacksonville Jaguars (2013)

The Broncos, led by Peyton Manning, were an offensive juggernaut in 2013.
When they faced the Jaguars, the Broncos were favored by 17 points. Denver
won 35-19, covering the spread and demonstrating why they were considered one
of the top teams that season.

Why Do Such Large Point Spreads Occur?

Talent Disparity

The most obvious reason for huge point spreads is a significant gap in team
talent. When a dominant team faces an opponent with a weak roster,
inexperienced quarterback, or poor coaching, bookmakers set big spreads to
reflect the expected outcome.



Injuries and Team Form

Injuries to key players can widen the gap. For example, if a team loses its
starting quarterback or several defensive starters, sportsbooks will adjust
the spread accordingly.

Historical Performance and Momentum

Teams on winning streaks or with recent championship pedigree often command
larger spreads against struggling teams. Additionally, divisional rivalries
and home-field advantage can influence the spread size.

How Bettors Should Approach Large Point Spreads

While massive point spreads might seem like easy bets, they can be risky.
Here are some tips for bettors considering wagering on games with large
spreads:

Don’t Assume a Blowout Is Guaranteed: Upsets happen, and sometimes
underdogs cover the spread despite heavy odds.

Consider the Motivation Factor: Teams with nothing to gain late in the
season might not play their starters hard, affecting the outcome.

Look for Injury Updates: Late-breaking injuries can drastically change a
game’s dynamics.

Shop for the Best Lines: Different sportsbooks might offer slightly
different spreads, so comparing can improve your value.

The Impact of Large Point Spreads on NFL
Betting Culture

Massive point spreads have shaped the way fans and bettors view certain
games. They create narratives of dominance and underdog resilience, fueling
rivalries and media storylines. For sportsbooks, these spreads balance action
and manage risk, ensuring that betting remains engaging even when mismatches
occur.

Moreover, some of the largest point spreads have become trivia staples among
NFL enthusiasts, highlighting the unpredictability and excitement of



football.

Biggest Surprises Against the Spread

Interestingly, some games with huge spreads have resulted in underdogs
covering or even winning outright. While rare, these moments remind us that
no matter how large the point spread, football remains an unpredictable
sport.

Looking Ahead: Could We See Larger Point
Spreads?

The NFL continues to evolve, with parity efforts like salary caps and the
draft aiming to balance competition. However, blowouts still happen,
especially when star players are injured or teams undergo rebuilding phases.

With advances in analytics and betting technology, sportsbooks might fine-
tune spreads more precisely, but the potential for large gaps remains. As the
league grows, so too does the intrigue surrounding these extreme matchups.

---

Reflecting on the largest point spread in NFL history opens a window into the
game's rich past and its dynamic present. From historic championship blowouts
to modern-day mismatches, these spreads tell stories of dominance, strategy,
and the ever-present thrill of the unexpected in football. Whether you’re
placing a bet or simply enjoying the drama on the gridiron, understanding
these massive spreads enriches the experience of America’s favorite sport.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the largest point spread in NFL history?
The largest point spread in NFL history was 45 points, set when the New
England Patriots were favored by 45 points over the Miami Dolphins in 2007.

Which NFL game had the biggest point spread ever
recorded?
The biggest point spread ever recorded in an NFL game was the 2007 matchup
where the New England Patriots were favored by 45 points against the Miami
Dolphins.



Has any NFL team ever covered a 45-point spread?
Yes, the New England Patriots covered the 45-point spread against the Miami
Dolphins in 2007 by winning 49-28.

Why was the point spread so large in the 2007
Patriots vs. Dolphins game?
The point spread was extremely large because the Patriots were having an
undefeated season and were considered far superior to the struggling Dolphins
team at the time.

Are large point spreads common in NFL games?
No, large point spreads over 30 points are very rare in the NFL due to the
competitive nature of the league.

What factors contribute to a large point spread in
an NFL game?
Factors include team performance disparities, injuries, home/away advantage,
and historical dominance, which can lead oddsmakers to set a large point
spread.

How do bettors react to historically large NFL point
spreads?
Bettors often approach large point spreads cautiously, as the risk is high,
but some may bet on the underdog to cover the spread or on the favored team
to win comfortably.

Additional Resources
Largest Point Spread in NFL History: An Analytical Review

Largest point spread in NFL history stands as a fascinating subject for both
sports analysts and betting enthusiasts alike. Point spreads, a fundamental
aspect of sports betting, offer insights beyond the final scores, reflecting
expectations about team performance and competitive balance. This article
delves into the history, data, and implications surrounding the largest point
spread ever recorded in NFL games, exploring the context and consequences
that come with such extraordinary margins.



The Concept of Point Spread in the NFL

Before dissecting the largest point spread in NFL history, it is essential to
understand what the point spread represents. In sports betting, the point
spread is a handicap placed by oddsmakers to level the playing field between
two teams. It indicates the expected margin of victory that the favored team
should achieve to “cover the spread.” This system keeps betting competitive
and engaging, even when there is a perceived mismatch between teams.

Point spreads vary widely depending on team strength, injuries, home-field
advantage, and other factors. Typical NFL point spreads range from a field
goal (3 points) to around 10 points for lopsided matchups. However, on rare
occasions, the spread can reach monumental figures, highlighting a
significant imbalance between competing teams.

Historical Context: The Largest Point Spread in
NFL History

The largest point spread ever recorded in an NFL game occurred in 1976 when
the New England Patriots were favored by an unprecedented 24 points over the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. At the time, the Buccaneers were an expansion team in
their inaugural season, struggling to find footing in the league. This
extraordinary point spread reflected the general consensus that the Patriots
were expected to dominate comprehensively.

While the 24-point spread was the largest officially documented by
sportsbooks, some sources suggest that even wider margins have been
speculated in preseason or exhibition games, though these are not formally
recorded or comparable due to differing stakes and competitive contexts.

Impact of Large Point Spreads on the Game

A point spread as large as 24 points or more has several implications:

Psychological Pressure: The favored team must not only win but do so
convincingly, which adds pressure to perform at a high level.

Underdog Motivation: The underdog often embraces the role of the
spoiler, pushing to defy expectations and cover the spread despite being
labeled the weaker team.

Betting Market Dynamics: Large spreads can lead to uneven betting
action, prompting oddsmakers to adjust lines to balance wagers and
minimize risk.



Comparative Analysis: Largest NFL Point Spreads
vs. Other Sports

When comparing the largest point spreads in the NFL to other major sports
leagues, the NFL’s margins stand out as relatively modest. For example,
college football often features point spreads exceeding 30 or even 40 points
due to the vast disparities between programs. Similarly, basketball games can
have spreads ranging into double digits, but the high scoring nature of the
sport allows for more significant margins.

The NFL’s competitive balance, salary caps, and draft systems contribute to
keeping blowouts less frequent and spreads lower on average. Therefore, a 24-
point spread in the NFL is particularly notable, underscoring the rarity of
such uneven contests.

Factors Contributing to Large Point Spreads in NFL
Games

Several variables influence the creation of large point spreads:

Team Quality Disparities: Expansion teams, rebuilding franchises, or1.
squads suffering from key injuries often face heavy favorites.

Home-Field Advantage: Strong home teams playing against weaker visitors2.
can see spreads inflate.

Coaching and Strategy: A change in coaching staff or playing philosophy3.
can impact expected performance.

Public Perception and Betting Patterns: Oddsmakers adjust spreads based4.
on betting tendencies to balance books.

Case Study: The 1976 Patriots vs. Buccaneers
Game

The 1976 matchup between the New England Patriots and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers serves as the quintessential example of the largest point spread
in NFL history. The Buccaneers were a nascent franchise, having joined the
league that very season. Their inexperience and lack of cohesion made them



significant underdogs.

Oddsmakers set the Patriots as 24-point favorites, a reflection of the
expected dominance. The game itself ended with the Patriots winning 48-16,
covering the spread comfortably. This outcome reinforced the predictive
accuracy of the sizable point spread and highlighted the gulf in class
between the two teams at the time.

Lessons from the Largest Point Spread Game

Analyzing the game and spread reveals several lessons:

Accuracy of Odds: Large spreads can sometimes accurately predict
outcomes, but they also carry risks of unexpected upsets.

Competitive Evolution: Expansion teams typically improve over time,
reducing disparities and the frequency of such large spreads.

Market Dynamics: Oddsmakers must balance objective analysis with betting
behavior to set effective spreads.

The Role of Point Spreads in Modern NFL Betting

In today’s NFL betting landscape, point spreads remain a vital tool for
engaging fans and balancing wagering activity. While the largest point spread
in NFL history is a record unlikely to be broken soon, large spreads still
emerge occasionally when teams face significant challenges.

The evolution of analytics, player tracking, and injury reporting has made
oddsmaking more precise, reducing the chances of extreme mismatches. However,
when they do occur, such as games involving struggling teams or those missing
key personnel, sportsbooks adjust with higher spreads to reflect the reality
on the field.

Pros and Cons of Large Point Spreads for Bettors

Pros: Large spreads offer potential for high returns if betting on the
underdog or the favorite to cover decisively.

Cons: They are risky, as underdogs can sometimes outperform
expectations, and favorites may fail to meet the spread even in victory.



Ultimately, the presence of a large point spread can significantly influence
betting strategies and fan engagement, adding a layer of complexity to the
NFL viewing experience.

As the league continues to evolve with competitive balance measures and
improved player parity, it remains to be seen if the record for the largest
point spread in NFL history will ever be surpassed. Until then, the 1976
Patriots-Buccaneers game stands as a landmark moment, symbolizing the
extremes of NFL competition and the intricate dynamics of sports betting.

Largest Point Spread In Nfl History

  largest point spread in nfl history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Football Joe Theismann,
Brian Tarcy, Brian Billick, 2003-02-05 From high school games to the NFL, this guide features the
basics of offense and defense, players, rules, strategies, and even what to wear. New coverage for
this edition includes how the draft works, new technology on the field, and XFL, arena league,
expansion teams, and NFL Europe
  largest point spread in nfl history: How to Beat the Pro Football Pointspread Bobby Smith,
2015-08-04 In this second edition that takes into consideration the perpetually evolving NFL rules,
How to Beat the Pro Football Pointspread continues to set bettors on a confidence-building path
lined with high-priority realities that for decades have flown under the typical football bettor’s radar.
Smith emphasizes that pure football knowledge must be absorbed and then applied to the world of
point spreads. He teaches his readers to look at the game with the bettor’s eye instead of the fan’s,
and explains his theories about reasonable statistical expectations and ways to challenge the
oddsmakers. He also discusses the implications of coaching styles, stadium locations, and even the
weather on each bet made throughout the season. With years of football betting under his belt,
Smith has written a key resource for anyone wagering on America’s most popular sport. Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college
basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New
York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or
Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins,
or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal
Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Fixing the Game Roger L. Martin, 2011-04-12 American
capitalism is in dire straits, caught in a perilous pattern of increasing volatility, decreasing investor
returns, and ongoing bad behavior by executives. And it’s getting worse. Since the turn of the
twenty-first century, we’ve seen two massive value-destroying market meltdowns and a string of
ethics breaches, including accounting scandals, options-backdating schemes, and the subprime
mortgage debacle. Just what is going on here? Is it the inevitable decline of the American economy?
Is it the new normal in a technology-enabled global marketplace? Or is it possible that the very
theories we’ve embraced to underpin our capital markets are actually producing these crises? In
Fixing the Game, Roger Martin reveals the culprit behind the sorry state of American capitalism: our
deep and abiding commitment to the idea that the purpose of the firm is to maximize shareholder
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value. This theory has led to a massive growth in stock-based compensation for executives and,
through this, to a naive and wrongheaded linking of the real market—the business of designing,
making, and selling products and services—with the expectations market—the business of trading
stocks, options, and complex derivatives. Martin shows how this tight coupling has been engineered
and lays out its results: a single-minded focus on the expectations market that will continue driving
us from crisis to crisis—unless we act now. Using the National Football League as his primary
example, Martin illustrates that it is possible to take a much more thoughtful and effective approach
than we now do to the intersection of the real and the expectations markets and to governance in
general in the capital markets. Martin shows how we can act to end the destructive cycle, including:
• Restructuring executive compensation to focus entirely on the real market, not the expectations
market • Rethinking the meaning of board governance and role of board members • Reining in the
power of hedge funds and monopoly pension funds Concise, hard-hitting, and entertaining, Fixing
the Game advocates seizing American capitalism from the jaws of the expectations market and
planting it firmly in the real market—and it presents the steps we must take now to do so.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Super Football Challenge Dennis Purdy, 2008 Football
fans who think they know everything about the gridiron better watch out! These 600 fact-filled
quizzes will separate the devoted diehard from the casual Super Bowl partier, and reveal who’s got
the brains for a winning trivia touchdown...and who just drops the ball. Nineteen entertaining
categories cover such topics as college football, the NFL by the decade, notable quotables, amazing
NFL performances, awards, and that big, season-ending February game. Can you name the witty
coach who said: They gave me a standing observation”? Do you remember what year the New York
Giants moved into Giants Stadium--or which player is the only two-time winner of the Heisman
trophy? Everyone is bound to learn something cool!
  largest point spread in nfl history: The Savvy Guide to Fantasy Sports Michael Harmon,
Mike Harmon, 2005 Taking a fresh approach to fantasy sports, this guide covers strategies and
techniques both unique to specific sports, and trends applicable to all sports, while providing tips to
help the casual player get the most out of every game.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Sports Betting Nicolae Sfetcu, 2014-05-04 Sports betting
is the general activity of predicting sports results by making a wager on the outcome of a sporting
event. Aside from simple wagers--betting a friend that one's favorite baseball team will win its
division, for instance, or buying a football square for the Super Bowl--sports betting is commonly
done through a bookmaker. Bookmakers generally offer two types of wagers on the winner of a
sporting event: a straight-up or money line bet, or a point spread wager. Moneylines and straight-up
prices are used to set odds on sports such as soccer, baseball and hockey (the scoring nature of
which renders point spreads impractical) as well as individual vs. individual matches, like boxing.
  largest point spread in nfl history: The Data Science Design Manual Steven S. Skiena,
2017-07-01 This engaging and clearly written textbook/reference provides a must-have introduction
to the rapidly emerging interdisciplinary field of data science. It focuses on the principles
fundamental to becoming a good data scientist and the key skills needed to build systems for
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data. The Data Science Design Manual is a source of practical
insights that highlights what really matters in analyzing data, and provides an intuitive
understanding of how these core concepts can be used. The book does not emphasize any particular
programming language or suite of data-analysis tools, focusing instead on high-level discussion of
important design principles. This easy-to-read text ideally serves the needs of undergraduate and
early graduate students embarking on an “Introduction to Data Science” course. It reveals how this
discipline sits at the intersection of statistics, computer science, and machine learning, with a
distinct heft and character of its own. Practitioners in these and related fields will find this book
perfect for self-study as well. Additional learning tools: Contains “War Stories,” offering perspectives
on how data science applies in the real world Includes “Homework Problems,” providing a wide
range of exercises and projects for self-study Provides a complete set of lecture slides and online
video lectures at www.data-manual.com Provides “Take-Home Lessons,” emphasizing the big-picture



concepts to learn from each chapter Recommends exciting “Kaggle Challenges” from the online
platform Kaggle Highlights “False Starts,” revealing the subtle reasons why certain approaches fail
Offers examples taken from the data science television show “The Quant Shop”
(www.quant-shop.com)
  largest point spread in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Plays in Chicago Bears Football History
Lew Freedman, 2008-08-01 In a series that explores the logic-defying comebacks and tough losses,
the dramatic interceptions, fumbles, game-winning field goals, and touchdowns that shape a fan’s
greatest memories of their beloved team, this book does not disappoint as the ultimate collector’s
item for Bears fans. It chronicles the most famous moments in Chicago football history, including
Gale Sayers's six-touchdown day against the 49ers, Walter Payton's 275-yard performance in 1977,
Devin Hester's Super Bowl XLI kickoff return, and the dominating team performance of Super Bowl
XX. The descriptions of each play are accompanied with game information and quotes from
participants, players, and observers with firsthand accounts.
  largest point spread in nfl history: USA Today Index , 1996
  largest point spread in nfl history: Gambling in America William N. Thompson, 2015-02-10
This one-volume reference provides a comprehensive overview of gambling in the Americas,
examining the history, morality, market growth, and economics of the gaming industry. This is the
most complete encyclopedia of gambling, covering the industry in great detail including the players,
the games, the venues, and the surrounding social issues. Updates in this second edition reveal the
impact of technological advances on the games, the growing legislation regulating the industry, and
the expanding global footprint of gambling across the world—from Manitoba to Montana. Author
William N. Thompson postulates on the impact of gambling on local communities and shows how the
U.S. gaming industry is tied to the global market, most notably gaming expansion in Macau and
Singapore. The book addresses the various forms of gaming, such as casino-based and online
gambling, sports betting, and lotteries. Additional content examines the social issue of problem and
pathological gambling and addresses the rehabilitation programs available for the mitigation and
treatment of gambling problems.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Anthology of Statistics in Sports Jim Albert, Jay Bennett,
James J. Cochran, 2005-01-31 Sport and statistics collide in this collection of articles (from American
Statistical Association publications) on using statistics to analyze sport. Most of the articles will be
accessible to readers with a general knowledge of statistics. New material from the editors and
other notable contributors introduces each section of the book.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Mavericks, Money, and Men Charles Ross, 2016-05-25
The American Football League, established in 1960, was innovative both in its commitment to
finding talented, overlooked players—particularly those who played for historically black colleges
and universities—and in the decision by team owners to share television revenues. In Mavericks,
Money and Men, football historian Charles Ross chronicles the AFL’s key events, including Buck
Buchanan becoming the first overall draft pick in 1963, and the 1965 boycott led by black players
who refused to play in the AFL-All Star game after experiencing blatant racism. He also recounts
how the success of the AFL forced a merger with the NFL in 1969, which arguably facilitated the
evolution of modern professional football. Ross shows how the league, originally created as a
challenge to the dominance of the NFL, pressured for and ultimately accelerated the racial
integration of pro football and also allowed the sport to adapt to how African Americans were
themselves changing the game.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Diary of a Giants Fan Richard L. Chilton, 2007-10 This is
a diary of a Giants fan's memories of watching over some 400 games. The book begins with the
formation of the team. It serves not only as a recollection of memories to all fans of the New York
Giants, but also acts, by its accuracy and thoroughness, as a historical document. It precisely
describes those memorable games in franchise history that followers of the Big Blue will vividly
recall. Author and Norwalk, Connecticut resident Richard L Chilton takes you on a game-by-game
analysis beginning September 17, 1920, with the formation of what would two years later be known



as the National Football League. This diary could only have been written by Richard, whose family
has had season tickets for over 70 years. In this detailed tome, you will get a firsthand account of all
games played by the New York Giants. This firsthand account gives great insight to landmark
decisions of the past, which can oly be appreciated by true football fans.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Betting the Line Richard O. Davies, Richard G. Abram,
2001 A study of gambling, particularly sports gambling, and how it has thrived in American culture.
According to Davies and Abram, the culture of betting results from two complementary influences in
American society: risk-taking and speculation. This is the first effort by academic writers to describe
and interpret the history of sports wagering in the United States. Although many books have been
written about 3how to bet and win, 4 Betting the Line presents a serious history of this popular
activity in Colonial and Civil War eras to today, from early betting on horse racing and baseball to
the modern venues of basketball and football. By considering topics as diverse as the business of a
bookie, the expansion of legalized gambling, and the increase in popularity of televised sports, the
authors offer readers an insightful look into a practice that has become commonplace in American
popular culture. In a mere seventy years, the number of states where gambling is legal jumped from
one to forty-eight. Yet Nevada remains the only state where sports betting is legal. This book
challenges many long-standing myths and stereotypes that revolve around the enterprise, arguing
that sports gambling is reflective of the American free enterprise culture.
  largest point spread in nfl history: So Much Data So Little Math William D. May, 2000-03-22
So Much Data So Little Math is geared for the business community and for employees who are
trying to interpret statistics without a background in formal mathematics. The book, relying on the
availability of modern software rather than on the reader's math skills, puts trend analysis within
reach of everyone. Through a simple method centering on case studies of ordinary business owners,
May provides a simple way to learn how to model data. This highly practical text teaches five
methods of modeling: regression, correlation, spreadsheets, database systems and neural networks.
A must-read for any successful entrepreneur, So Much Data So Little Math will also be of great
interest to researchers, business students and their instructors.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Inside the Lines Thomas DeNigris, 2021-01-21 Parlays and
Teasers and Point Spreads, oh my! A Nickel, a Dime? Sports books and Bookies and Organized
Crime. JFK, RFK, Christie and more. RICO, SCOTUS and PASPA no more. Football. Basketball.
Baseball. Hockey. The NCAA!! What? Better yet...Who? Why? When? Where? How? Yes, Inside the
Lines is here to de-mystify the incredibly mysterious and most often misunderstood World of Sports
Betting. Since the first sporting event was conducted, there was no doubt betting on the outcome.
And as sports grew in popularity, so, too, did betting...Gambling. So much so that this Sports Betting
World took on all corners: from Jimmy The Greek Snyder, Las Vegas and New Jersey to ineffective
laws, hard-hitting legislation that caused numerous battles between the Good and the Bad. It's a
popular world, this Sports Betting World; one that fans know about an are interested in. Yet, despite
the popularity and interest, many sports fans are afraid to enter into it due to its mysterious
procedures and language. Well, Inside the Lines deems to clear it all up, virtue of Author Tom
DeNigris personal journey through the world. Find out how this world all got started; who started it
and where and how; who still stars in it; how our government and leagues fought against only to join
it; how the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) opened the doors for all to enter in a very
legal way. Read about the Laws, the battles, understand the jargon (Nickles and Dimes, Sharps and
Squares, Money Lines, Totals et al), and a gentleman named Boxcar who makes a living betting on
sporting events. Inside the Lines, a journey into The Who, What, When, Where, and How of the
Sports Betting World.
  largest point spread in nfl history: Football Done Right Michael Lombardi, 2023-09-05
Former NFL general manager and three-time Super Bowl winner Michael Lombardi takes readers
on the ultimate journey through the NFL's history to present his calls on the greatest players and
coaches the sport has ever seen. From Monday Night Football to Super Bowl Sunday, the NFL is a
dominating force in the lives of millions of fans who tune in and passionately cheer for their favorite



teams. And when the games are over, the conversation is just getting started. Who's the greatest
player of all time? Which coaches truly shaped the game we known and love today? What was the
most unforgettable game? Why is professional football such an undeniable part of our culture?
Three-time Super Bowl winner Michael Lombardi has done it all—from scout to executive to
coach—and now he sets the record straight on these questions and more. With Football Done Right,
Lombardi tackles all aspects of the sport, discussing the best of the best. He channels his 35+ years
of experience with the NFL into an all-encompassing celebration of the game. More than just
ranking the giants of the league, Lombardi shows how and why each affected the game. Mixing
first-person, in-the-locker-room experience with little known history and hard stats, Lombardi makes
a definitive case for the most influential coaches and the best players, and also offers an insider look
to how drafts and trades operate behind the scenes and honoring the sportscasters who played an
essential role in popularizing the sport. Both a full history of the sport and a comprehensive
re-imagining of the Football Hall of Fame to honor every deserving athlete and coach, Football Done
Right will change the way you watch, discuss, and debate the gridiron.
  largest point spread in nfl history: American Sports Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23 America
loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout American
society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of the nation.
This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and how sport
pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early 1900s to the
present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both historical and
contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical encyclopedias on
sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as poetry, novels,
music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and people. While this
encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse aspects of sport in
American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the detailed nature of
the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and American culture.
Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further investigation of the
topic.
  largest point spread in nfl history: America's Game Michael MacCambridge, 2008-11-26 It’s
difficult to imagine today—when the Super Bowl has virtually become a national holiday and the
National Football League is the country’s dominant sports entity—but pro football was once a
ramshackle afterthought on the margins of the American sports landscape. In the span of a single
generation in postwar America, the game charted an extraordinary rise in popularity, becoming a
smartly managed, keenly marketed sports entertainment colossus whose action is ideally suited to
television and whose sensibilities perfectly fit the modern age. America’s Game traces pro football’s
grand transformation, from the World War II years, when the NFL was fighting for its very
existence, to the turbulent 1980s and 1990s, when labor disputes and off-field scandals shook the
game to its core, and up to the sport’s present-day preeminence. A thoroughly entertaining account
of the entire universe of professional football, from locker room to boardroom, from playing field to
press box, this is an essential book for any fan of America’s favorite sport.
  largest point spread in nfl history: The American Football League Ed Gruver, 2011-01-14
Unable to buy into an existing team and rebuffed by National Football League owners who had no
desire to expand, 27-year-old Lamar Hunt, the son of Texas billionaire H.L. Hunt, formed the
American Football League in 1959. He placed his team in Dallas, called them the Texans, and invited
other young entrepreneurs to join him. The seven men who did called themselves members of the
Foolish Club, but on September 9, 1960, the AFL made its regular season debut and went on to
change the face of football forever. Unlike the NFL, the American Football League featured wide
open offenses and innovative coaching strategies, capturing a new generation of fans dedicated to
the league and its players. The AFL aggressively pursued college stars--Heisman Trophy winner Billy
Cannon in its inaugural season and Joe Namath in 1965. The eight teams signed a collective
television agreement that split the money equally among the franchises, thus providing far more



stability and balance than earlier start-up leagues. Based on interviews with owners, coaches,
players, scouts, broadcasters and writers from the era, this is a colorful account of the AFL and its
place in sports history.
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