history of the russian revolution

History of the Russian Revolution: Unraveling a Turning Point in World
History

History of the Russian Revolution is a fascinating journey through one of the
most significant and transformative events of the 20th century. This
revolution not only reshaped Russia but also influenced global politics,
ideologies, and societies for decades to come. To truly understand the
origins, key moments, and aftermath of the Russian Revolution, it's essential
to delve into the complex web of social unrest, economic hardship, and
political turmoil that led to the fall of the Romanov dynasty and the rise of
the Soviet Union.

The Roots of Discontent: What Sparked the
Russian Revolution?

Before the revolution erupted, Russia was an empire struggling under the
weight of outdated institutions and widespread inequality. The late 19th and
early 20th centuries were marked by rapid industrialization, which, while
modernizing the economy, also exposed deep social divides.

Socioeconomic Conditions in Pre-Revolutionary Russia

The majority of Russia’s population were peasants who lived in poverty and
faced oppressive conditions under the Tsarist regime. Meanwhile, a growing
working class in cities such as St. Petersburg and Moscow endured long hours,
low wages, and unsafe working environments. This economic disparity created
fertile ground for revolutionary ideas to take root.

The Role of Political Oppression

Under Tsar Nicholas II, political repression was commonplace. Freedom of
speech and assembly were severely limited. Political dissenters, including
liberals, socialists, and anarchists, were often imprisoned or exiled. The
autocratic nature of the government, combined with the lack of meaningful
reform, intensified the public’s frustration.

The 1905 Revolution: A Prelude to Greater



Upheaval

Often overlooked, the 1905 Revolution was a crucial precursor to the 1917
revolutions. Triggered by Russia’s defeat in the Russo-Japanese War and
internal discontent, it saw mass protests, strikes, and even armed uprisings.

Bloody Sunday and Its Impact

One of the most infamous events of 1905 was Bloody Sunday, when peaceful
protesters marching to present a petition to the Tsar were fired upon by the
Imperial Guard. This massacre shattered the myth of the Tsar as a benevolent
“father” figure for the Russian people and ignited widespread outrage.

Consequences and Limited Reforms

Although the 1905 Revolution did not overthrow the monarchy, it forced

Nicholas II to make concessions such as creating the Duma (parliament).
However, these reforms were half-hearted and failed to address the core
issues, leaving revolutionary fervor simmering beneath the surface.

The February Revolution of 1917: The Collapse
of the Tsarist Regime

By 1917, Russia was embroiled in World War I, which exacerbated food
shortages, military defeats, and economic chaos. These pressures culminated
in the February Revolution, a spontaneous uprising that resulted in the
abdication of Tsar Nicholas II.

How War Accelerated the Revolution

Russia’s involvement in World War I was disastrous. The army suffered massive
casualties, and the home front was plagued by scarcity and inflation.
Soldiers mutinied, workers went on strike, and the government’s inability to
manage the crisis eroded its legitimacy.

The Role of the Petrograd Soviet and Provisional
Government

Following the Tsar’s abdication, power was shared between the Provisional



Government and the Petrograd Soviet, a council representing workers and
soldiers. This “dual power” arrangement was unstable and set the stage for
further conflict, as many Russians grew impatient with the Provisional
Government’s failure to withdraw from the war and address land reforms.

The October Revolution: Lenin and the Bolshevik
Seizure of Power

The second and more decisive phase of the revolution occurred in October
1917, when the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, overthrew the Provisional
Government in a coup d'état.

Lenin’s Vision and the Bolshevik Strategy

Lenin’s leadership was pivotal. He promised “peace, land, and bread,”
appealing to war-weary soldiers, peasants longing for land redistribution,
and urban workers desperate for change. The Bolsheviks capitalized on the
widespread dissatisfaction and organized a well-planned insurrection.

The Storming of the Winter Palace

The Bolshevik takeover is often symbolized by the storming of the Winter
Palace in Petrograd. Though relatively bloodless, this event marked the
definitive end of the Provisional Government and the beginning of Soviet
rule.

Aftermath and Civil War: The Birth of the
Soviet Union

The Russian Revolution did not bring immediate peace. Instead, it plunged the
country into a brutal civil war between the Bolshevik Red Army and the anti-
Bolshevik White forces.

The Russian Civil War (1917-1922)

The civil war was a multifaceted conflict involving various factions, foreign
interventions, and immense suffering. Millions perished due to fighting,
famine, and disease. The Bolsheviks’ victory solidified their control over
Russia and allowed them to establish the USSR in 1922.



Transformations Under Bolshevik Rule

Once in power, the Bolsheviks implemented radical changes: nationalizing
industry, redistributing land, and suppressing opposition through the secret
police (Cheka). These policies laid the foundation for a one-party communist
state but also sparked controversy and resistance.

Why the History of the Russian Revolution Still
Matters Today

Understanding the history of the Russian Revolution is crucial for grasping
the roots of the Soviet era, the Cold War, and the geopolitical landscape of
the modern world. The revolution’s themes of social justice, political
freedom, and economic equality continue to resonate and provoke debate.

Furthermore, the revolution illustrates how a combination of economic
hardship, political oppression, and social unrest can lead to profound
societal change. It serves as a cautionary tale and a source of inspiration,
reminding us of the complexities involved in transforming a nation.

Exploring this history not only enriches our knowledge of the past but also
helps us appreciate the ongoing struggles for democracy and human rights
worldwide. Whether you're a history enthusiast or someone curious about the
forces that shape societies, the Russian Revolution offers a compelling
narrative filled with lessons and insights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Russian Revolution?

The Russian Revolution was a period of political and social revolution across
the Russian Empire, which led to the overthrow of the Tsarist autocracy and
the rise of the Soviet Union.

When did the Russian Revolution take place?

The Russian Revolution primarily occurred in 1917, with two major events: the
February Revolution and the October Revolution.

What caused the Russian Revolution?

The causes included widespread dissatisfaction with the monarchy, poor
working conditions, economic hardship, military defeats in World War I, and
the influence of revolutionary ideologies.



Who were the main leaders of the Russian Revolution?

Key leaders included Vladimir Lenin, Leon Trotsky, and Joseph Stalin on the
Bolshevik side, and Tsar Nicholas II representing the monarchy.

What was the February Revolution?

The February Revolution of 1917 was a mass protest and uprising that led to
the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II and the establishment of a provisional
government.

What happened during the October Revolution?

The October Revolution, also in 1917, was when the Bolsheviks, led by Lenin,
overthrew the provisional government and seized power in Petrograd.

What role did World War I play in the Russian
Revolution?

World War I exacerbated Russia's economic and social problems, leading to
military defeats, food shortages, and loss of public support for the Tsarist
regime, which fueled revolutionary sentiments.

What was the outcome of the Russian Revolution?

The revolution resulted in the collapse of the Russian Empire, the rise of
the Soviet Union, and the establishment of a communist government.

How did the Russian Revolution impact global
history?

It inspired communist movements worldwide, altered the balance of power in
the 20th century, and led to the Cold War between the Soviet Union and
Western countries.

What was the significance of the Bolsheviks in the
Russian Revolution?

The Bolsheviks were the revolutionary faction that led the October
Revolution, establishing a communist government and shaping the future of
Russia and the Soviet Union.

Additional Resources

History of the Russian Revolution: An Analytical Review

history of the russian revolution is a pivotal chapter in world history that



reshaped the socio-political landscape of the 20th century. This
transformative period, spanning roughly from 1917 through the early 1920s,
witnessed the collapse of imperial rule in Russia, the rise of communist
ideology, and the establishment of the Soviet Union. Understanding the
nuances of this revolution requires an exploration of its causes, key events,
influential figures, and the profound aftermath that influenced global
geopolitics for decades.

Contextual Background: The Prelude to
Revolution

The history of the Russian Revolution is inseparable from the conditions that
led to widespread discontent within the Russian Empire. By the early 20th
century, Russia was a vast empire under the autocratic rule of Tsar Nicholas
II. Despite its size and resources, the empire was plagued by economic
backwardness, social inequality, and political repression. The rapid
industrialization in urban centers exacerbated class tensions, while the
majority peasantry remained impoverished.

The Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) and the disastrous involvement in World
War I further exposed the weaknesses of the Tsarist regime. Military defeats
shocked national pride and drained the economy, while the war caused immense
human suffering and food shortages. These factors combined to erode the
legitimacy of the monarchy and create fertile ground for revolutionary ideas.

The 1905 Revolution: A Foreshadowing

Although the 1905 Revolution did not topple the Tsarist government, it marked
the first significant challenge to imperial authority. Sparked by Bloody
Sunday—a massacre of peaceful protesters in St. Petersburg-—the uprising led
to strikes, peasant unrest, and military mutinies. The Tsar reluctantly
implemented the October Manifesto, establishing the Duma (parliament) and
promising civil liberties. However, these reforms were limited and failed to
address the root causes of dissent.

This period set the stage for more radical movements, including the
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks, factions of the Russian Social Democratic Labour
Party, which would later play crucial roles in the 1917 revolution.

Key Events of the Russian Revolution

The history of the Russian Revolution is often segmented into two major
revolutions in 1917: the February Revolution and the October Revolution. Each
had distinct characteristics and consequences that shaped Russia’s future.



The February Revolution

The February Revolution of 1917 was primarily a spontaneous mass uprising
triggered by food shortages, military failures, and the general exhaustion of
the Russian population. Strikes and demonstrations erupted in Petrograd (now
Saint Petersburg), with soldiers eventually siding with the protesters rather
than the Tsarist regime.

This revolution culminated in the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, ending more
than three centuries of Romanov rule. The abdication led to the establishment
of the Provisional Government, which aimed to create a liberal democracy.
However, this government struggled to maintain authority, especially given
the ongoing war and competing socialist factions.

The October Revolution

The October Revolution, also known as the Bolshevik Revolution, was a more
organized and ideologically driven coup led by Vladimir Lenin and the
Bolshevik Party. Capitalizing on the Provisional Government'’s failures,
especially its decision to continue participation in World War I, the
Bolsheviks garnered support from workers, soldiers, and peasants by promising
"Peace, Land, and Bread."

On the night of October 25-26, 1917 (Julian calendar), Bolshevik forces
seized key locations in Petrograd, effectively overthrowing the Provisional
Government. This event marked the beginning of communist rule in Russia and
led to the creation of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic.

Aftermath and Impact

The history of the Russian Revolution doesn’t end with the Bolshevik
takeover. Instead, it ushered in a period of civil war, social
transformation, and global ideological shifts.

The Russian Civil War (1917-1922)

Following the revolution, Russia descended into a brutal civil war between
the Red Army (Bolsheviks) and the anti-Bolshevik White forces, which included
monarchists, liberals, and foreign interventionists. This conflict was marked
by widespread violence, famine, and economic collapse.

Despite initial setbacks, the Bolsheviks consolidated power by 1922, aided by
superior organization, control of central areas, and effective use of
propaganda. The civil war’s outcome cemented the Bolsheviks as the rulers of



the new Soviet state.

Formation of the Soviet Union

In December 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was
officially established, uniting Russia with several neighboring republics
under a centralized communist government. This new state implemented radical
policies including land redistribution, nationalization of industry, and
suppression of political opposition.

The revolution’s long-term consequences were profound. It inspired communist
movements worldwide, altered the balance of power during the 20th century,
and initiated an ideological rivalry that would manifest in the Cold War.

Analytical Perspectives on the Russian
Revolution

Examining the history of the Russian Revolution invites a nuanced analysis of
its causes, successes, and failures. Historians often debate the extent to
which the revolution was inevitable or contingent upon specific leaders and
events.

Structural Causes vs. Individual Agency

Some scholars emphasize structural factors—economic disparity, war
exhaustion, and political repression—as the primary drivers behind the
revolution. Others highlight the decisive role of leaders like Lenin and
Trotsky, whose strategic vision and organizational skills turned
revolutionary potential into reality.

Pros and Cons of the Revolutionary Outcome

The revolution brought about significant social reforms, including land
redistribution and expanded literacy. It challenged entrenched aristocratic
privilege and sought to create a classless society. However, it also ushered
in authoritarianism, with the suppression of dissent, political purges, and
widespread human rights abuses under Stalin’s later rule.

Legacy in Modern Context



The history of the Russian Revolution remains highly relevant today, not only
for Russia but globally. It serves as a case study in how rapid political
upheaval can reshape societies and the risks involved in revolutionary
change.

The revolution’s impact on political theory, particularly Marxism-Leninism,
continues to influence leftist movements. Moreover, understanding this period
is essential for grasping the origins of the Soviet Union’s role in 20th-
century conflicts and international relations.

In sum, the Russian Revolution was a complex and multifaceted event whose
history reflects broader themes of power, ideology, and social
transformation. Its legacy is a testament to the enduring power of
revolutionary movements to redefine nations and the world order.

History Of The Russian Revolution

history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky, 2008-07-01
“During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the
Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when the year began, and their
leaders were still under indictment for state treason when they came to power. You will not find
another such sharp turn in history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million
people. It is clear that the events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.” --Leon
Trotsky, from History of the Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most powerful
works of history ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and
hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of its central
actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory character. Originally
published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in a single volume. It serves as the
most vital and inspiring record of the Russian Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest history of an event
that [ know.” --C. L. R. James “In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his thought remained calm
and his vision clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his sight, sharpens it.... The
History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest expression of his ideas on
revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors, it stands unique in world
literature.” --Isaac Deutscher

history of the russian revolution: The Origins of the Russian Revolution, 1861-1917 Alan
Wood, 2004-06-01 Alan Wood provides a concise introduction to the Russian Revolution and its
origins dating back to the emancipation of the Russian peasant serfs in 1861. The third edition of
this successful pamphlet brings the historiography up to date to include the multitude of research in
the last ten years that followed the collapse of the Soviet Union and the opening up of the archives.

history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution S. A. Smith, 2002-02-21 This
Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and developments in
Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the revolution on society as a
whole--on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central concern is
to understand how one structure of domination was replaced by another. The book registers the
primacy of politics, but situates political developments firmly in the context of massive economic,
social, and cultural change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection on the
significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal
interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a
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backward society which sought modernization and enlightenment and ended in political tyranny.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Sean McMeekin, 2017-05-30 A
“powerful revisionist history” (Times UK) illuminating the tensions and transformations of the
Russian Revolution In The Russian Revolution, acclaimed historian Sean McMeekin traces the events
which ended Romanov rule, ushered the Bolsheviks into power, and introduced Communism to the
world. Between 1917 and 1922, Russia underwent a complete and irreversible transformation.
Taking advantage of the collapse of the Tsarist regime in the middle of World War I, the Bolsheviks
staged a hostile takeover of the Russian Imperial Army, promoting mutinies and mass desertions of
men in order to fulfill Lenin's program of turning the imperialist war into civil war. By the time the
Bolsheviks had snuffed out the last resistance five years later, over 20 million people had died, and
the Russian economy had collapsed so completely that Communism had to be temporarily
abandoned. Still, Bolshevik rule was secure, owing to the new regime's monopoly on force, enabled
by illicit arms deals signed with capitalist neighbors such as Germany and Sweden who sought to
benefit-politically and economically-from the revolutionary chaos in Russia. Drawing on scores of
previously untapped files from Russian archives and a range of other repositories in Europe, Turkey,
and the United States, McMeekin delivers exciting, groundbreaking research about this turbulent
era. The first comprehensive history of these momentous events in two decades, The Russian
Revolution combines cutting-edge scholarship and a fast-paced narrative to shed new light on one of
the most significant turning points of the twentieth century.

history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 1 Leon Trotsky,
2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human history.
For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own hands,
sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a socialist
world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its
stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume spans from the February Revolution to the prelude of the 'July Days', as well as the
economic and political background of Russia before the Revolution. Also featured in this edition is
Alan Woods introduction to the series.

history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution ... Leon Trotsky, 1932

history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Vol. I Leon Trotsky,
2018-03-02 THE HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Vol. I: The overthrow of Tzarism This
book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and hotly debated events in world
history. It reveals, from the perspective of one of its central actors, the revolution's profoundly
democratic, emancipatory character. In this first part Trotsky analyzes the social and political
characteristics of Russia preceding the Revolution and presents the events of 1917 till July. It is an
exciting chronicle and at the same time a historical document of extraordinary value. Bi Classics also
published part 2 and 3 of this fundamental political and historical work. During the first two months
of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm.
They were little known to anybody when the year began, and their leaders were still under




indictment for state treason when they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in
history especially if you remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the
events of 1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study. (L. Trotsky)

history of the russian revolution: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey
Swain, 2022-01-27 The 1917 Revolution sent shockwaves throughout the globe, setting a chain of
events in motion that would change the entire course of the 20th century. With the overthrow of the
Romanov Dynasty, Russia was plunged into the political unknown and, from the crucible of social
unrest, ideological conflict and violent civil war, the world's first communist state was forged. In this
revised edition, Geoffrey Swain provides an incisive overview of one of the most complex and
turbulent periods in modern history, tracing key moments from the abdication of Tsar Nicolas II to
the Bolshevik seizure of power. A leading authority on Russia and Eastern Europe, Geoffrey Swain
highlights the important legacies of 1905, demonstrating how early revolutionary ambitions among
the masses culminated in the events of 1917. Challenging conventions in Soviet scholarship, this
revised edition shows that the Bolshevik concepts of discipline and ideology that had mobilised the
revolution, set an unnecessary course towards dictatorship and terror. Covering new historiography
in the field, this revised edition places a renewed emphasis on the social and cultural upheaval
experienced in Russia amid the nation's political turmoil.

history of the russian revolution: A Short History of the Russian Revolution from 1905
to the Present Day: From February 1917 to the present day Robert Page Arnot, 1937

history of the russian revolution: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey Swain,
2017-01-30 In 1917 revolutionary fervour swept through Russia, ending centuries of imperial rule
and instigating political and social changes that would lead to the formation of the Soviet Union.
Arising out of proletariat discontent with the Tsarist autocracy and Lenin's proclaimed version of a
Marxist ideology, the revolutionary period saw a complete overhaul of Russian politics and society
and led directly to the ensuing civil war. The Soviet Union eventually became the world's first
communist state and the events of 1917 proved to be one of the turning-points in world history,
setting in motion a chain of events which would change the entire course of the twentieth century.
Geoffrey Swain provides a concise yet thorough overview of the revolution and the path to civil war.
By looking, with fresh perspectives, on the causes of the revolution, as well as the international
response, Swain provides a new interpretation of the events of 1917, published to coincide with the
100th anniversary of the revolution.

history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Richard Pipes, 1991-11-05 A
groundbreaking, inclusive history of the Russian Revolution for those who want to discover what
really happened to Russia (The New York Times Book Review) A monumental study (Wall Street
Journal), enthralling in its narrative of a movement whose purpose, in the words of Leon Trotsky,
was to overthrow the world, The Russian Revolution draws conclusions that have aroused great
controversy. Richard Pipes argues convincingly that the Russian Revolution was an intellectual,
rather than a class, uprising; that it was steeped in terror from its very outset; and that it was not a
revolution at all but a coup d'etat—the capture of governmental power by a small minority.

history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution: Volume 3 Leon Trotsky,
2022-11-30 The Russian Revolution of 1917 can be regarded as the greatest event in human history.
For the first time, millions of workers and peasants took political power into their own hands,
sweeping aside the despotic rule of the capitalists and landlords, and setting out to create a socialist
world order based upon the rule of the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies.
Capitalism had broken at its weakest link. The Russian Revolution heralded the beginning of the
world revolution, inspiring the hopes and dreams of millions. Notwithstanding the terrible
backwardness of Russia, the new Socialist Soviet Republic represented a decisive threat to the world
capitalist order. It struck terror in the ruling classes everywhere, which rightly regarded it as a
threat to their power and privileges. Leon Trotsky History of these events is a masterpiece. It was
the first time that a scientific history of a great event has been written by a man who played a
dominant part in it. Together with Lenin, he led the Bolshevik Revolution, and lived throughout its



stormy events. However, this book is not simply a dramatic narrative, but a profound analysis of the
inner forces of the Revolution. It remains by far the best account of the Russian Revolution today.
This volume covers the lead up to the October Revolution and the triumph of the Soviets.

history of the russian revolution: October 1917 Marc Ferro, 1980

history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution to Brest-Litovsk
Leon Trotsky, 1919

history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Lev Davidovic¢
Trockij, 1967

history of the russian revolution: The History of the Russian Revolution Lev Trotskii, 1961

history of the russian revolution: History of the Russian Revolution , 1981

history of the russian revolution: The Russian Revolution Sheila Fitzpatrick, 2008-02-28
This fully updated new edition of Sheila Fitzpatrick's classic short history of the Russian Revolution
takes into account the new evidence that has come to light since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, incorporating material that was previously inaccessible not only to Western but also to Soviet
historians

history of the russian revolution: The history of the Russian Revolution Leon Trotsky, 1957

history of the russian revolution: SHORT HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION Geoff
Swain, PROFESSOR EMERITUS GEOFFREY. SWAIN, 2022 The 1917 Revolution sent shockwaves
throughout the globe, setting a chain of events in motion that would change the entire course of the
20th century. With the overthrow of the Romanov Dynasty, Russia was plunged into the political
unknown and, from the crucible of social unrest, ideological conflict and violent civil war, the world's
first communist state was forged. This book provides an incisive overview of one of the most complex
and turbulent periods in modern history, tracing key moments from the abdication of Tsar Nicolas II
to the Bolshevik seizure of power. A leading authority on Russia and Eastern Europe, Geoffrey Swain
highlights the important legacies of 1905, demonstrating how early revolutionary ambitions among
the masses culminated in the events of 1917. Challenging conventions in Soviet scholarship, Swain
argues that the Bolshevik concepts of discipline and ideology that had mobilised the revolution, set
an unnecessary course towards dictatorship and terror. Attentive to new historiography in the field,
this revised edition places a renewed emphasis on the social and cultural upheaval exMEperienced
in Russia amid the nation's political turmoil--
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