gods and myths of northern europe

Gods and Myths of Northern Europe: Exploring the Rich Tapestry of Norse Legends

gods and myths of northern europe have fascinated historians, storytellers, and
mythology enthusiasts for centuries. These ancient tales, steeped in mysticism and
heroism, originate from the Norse and Germanic cultures that once thrived across the
Scandinavian Peninsula and surrounding regions. From mighty gods who wield thunder
and wisdom to epic sagas of giants and cosmic battles, the mythology of Northern Europe
offers a captivating glimpse into how early societies understood the world around them.

As we delve into these legends, it becomes clear that gods and myths of northern europe
are not merely old stories—they are cultural cornerstones that shaped values, inspired art,
and continue to influence modern literature and popular media. Let’s explore the key
figures, themes, and narratives that make these myths so enduring and enchanting.

The Pantheon of Norse Gods: Power, Wisdom, and
Fate

Central to the gods and myths of northern europe is the Norse pantheon—a complex
family of deities inhabiting realms like Asgard and Midgard. These gods are neither purely
divine nor infallible; they exhibit human traits such as jealousy, bravery, and humor,
making their stories relatable and rich in moral lessons.

Odin: The Allfather and Seeker of Knowledge

No discussion of Northern European mythology is complete without mentioning Odin, the
chief of the gods. Known as the Allfather, Odin governs wisdom, war, and death. He is
often depicted with one eye, having sacrificed the other for a drink from the well of
knowledge. Odin’s relentless pursuit of wisdom—whether through self-sacrifice or
trickery—reflects the high value that Norse culture placed on knowledge and foresight.

Odin is also associated with the runes, mystical symbols that are said to hold magical
powers. His connection to these ancient scripts further emphasizes the intertwining of
magic and knowledge in Norse myths.

Thor: The Thunder God and Protector of Midgard

Thor, the hammer-wielding god of thunder, is arguably the most popular figure from the
gods and myths of northern europe. He represents strength, protection, and the force of
nature itself. Armed with his mighty hammer Mjolnir, Thor defends humans and gods alike
from giants and chaotic forces threatening the cosmic order.



His adventures are filled with thrilling battles and displays of raw power, yet Thor also
embodies a certain earthiness and straightforwardness that resonates with everyday
people. The symbolism of thunder and storms tied to Thor highlights the importance of
natural phenomena in the mythology and worldview of Northern Europeans.

Freyja and Freyr: Deities of Fertility and Prosperity

Among the more benevolent gods are Freyja and Freyr, siblings who oversee fertility, love,
and abundance. Freyja, often associated with beauty and magic, is also a fierce warrior,
leading the Valkyries who choose fallen heroes for Valhalla. Freyr governs the harvest and
peace, ensuring the prosperity of the land and its inhabitants.

Their stories often explore themes of love, sacrifice, and the cycles of nature—key
elements in the agricultural societies of Northern Europe. These deities remind us that
gods and myths of northern europe are deeply connected to the rhythms of life and the
natural environment.

Mythical Creatures and Cosmology in Northern
European Legends

Beyond gods, the myths of Northern Europe are populated with a fascinating array of
creatures and a detailed cosmological framework that explains the universe’s structure
and fate.

Yggdrasil: The World Tree

At the heart of Norse cosmology stands Yggdrasil, the immense ash tree that connects the
nine worlds. This cosmic tree is a symbol of life, growth, and interconnectedness. From its
roots to its branches, Yggdrasil supports realms inhabited by gods, humans, giants, elves,
and more.

The health of Yggdrasil reflects the state of the universe, and many myths involve the
tree’s protection or threats against it. It serves as a powerful metaphor for the links
between all living things and the fragile balance of existence.

Giants, Dwarfs, and Elves: The Mythical Beings of Norse
Lore

The gods share their world with a host of other mythical beings. Giants (Jotnar) often
serve as antagonists, embodying chaos and natural forces that oppose the gods. Yet, some
giants also have complex relationships with the gods, including alliances and
intermarriage, illustrating the nuanced nature of these myths.



Dwarfs are master craftsmen who create legendary weapons like Thor’s hammer and
Odin’s spear. Elves, divided into light and dark varieties, represent different aspects of
nature and magic. These creatures enrich the tapestry of gods and myths of northern
europe, making the stories vibrant and multifaceted.

The Epic Narratives: Ragnarok and Heroic Sagas

Norse mythology is not static; it tells tales of beginnings, endings, and rebirths that reflect
an ancient worldview centered on cycles and fate.

Ragnarok: The Doom of the Gods

One of the most dramatic myths is Ragnarok, the prophesied apocalypse where gods,
giants, and monsters engage in a final battle leading to widespread destruction and death.
This cataclysmic event culminates in the death of many gods, including Odin and Thor,
and the submersion of the world in water.

However, Ragnarok is not just an end but also a rebirth. After the destruction, the world is
said to rise anew, fertile and pure, with surviving gods and humans beginning life again.
This powerful narrative conveys themes of inevitability, renewal, and hope amid chaos.

Legendary Heroes and Mortal Tales

Alongside divine myths, Northern European storytelling includes heroic sagas centered on
mortal warriors, kings, and adventurers. These tales often blend historical events with
mythic elements, highlighting values like bravery, loyalty, and honor.

Heroes such as Sigurd the Dragon Slayer and Beowulf (from related Germanic traditions)
embody the struggle against monstrous forces and the pursuit of glory. Their stories offer
insight into the social and moral fabric of early Northern European societies.

The Lasting Legacy of Gods and Myths of
Northern Europe

Even today, the gods and myths of northern europe continue to inspire. From modern
fantasy literature and films to cultural festivals and scholarly research, these ancient
stories remain vibrant and relevant.

Understanding these myths provides more than just entertainment; it offers a window into
how early peoples made sense of nature, existence, and human destiny. For anyone
intrigued by mythology, history, or cultural studies, exploring Northern Europe’s gods and
legends is a journey full of wisdom, mystery, and timeless fascination.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the primary gods in Norse mythology?

The primary gods in Norse mythology include Odin, Thor, Loki, Freyja, Freyr, and Tyr,
among others.

What is Yggdrasil in Norse mythology?

Yggdrasil is the immense sacred tree that connects the Nine Worlds in Norse cosmology.

What role does Odin play in Norse myths?

Odin is the Allfather and chief of the Aesir gods, associated with wisdom, war, death, and
magic.

Who is Loki and what is his significance in Northern
European myths?

Loki is a trickster god known for his cunning and shape-shifting abilities, often causing
trouble for gods and humans alike.

What is Ragnarok according to Norse mythology?

Ragnarok is the prophesied apocalypse in Norse mythology where many gods will die, and
the world will be destroyed and reborn.

How do Northern European myths explain the creation
of the world?

Norse myths describe the world’s creation from the body of the giant Ymir, with the
realms formed around the cosmic tree Yggdrasil.

Who is Freyja and what is her domain in Norse
mythology?

Freyja is a goddess associated with love, fertility, beauty, and war, often linked to the
Vanir tribe of gods.

What creatures are commonly found in Northern
European myths?

Common creatures include giants (Jotnar), elves, dwarves, dragons, and mythical beasts
like Fenrir and Jormungandr.



What is the significance of Valhalla in Norse belief?

Valhalla is the hall where Odin houses the souls of warriors who died bravely in battle,
preparing them for Ragnarok.

How have Northern European myths influenced modern
culture?

Northern European myths have influenced literature, movies, video games, and popular
culture, inspiring works like Marvel's Thor and the video game God of War.

Additional Resources
Gods and Myths of Northern Europe: An In-Depth Exploration of Ancient Beliefs

gods and myths of northern europe have long captivated historians, scholars, and
enthusiasts of mythology. Rooted in the rich traditions of the Norse, Germanic, and Celtic
peoples, these mythologies offer profound insights into the worldview, culture, and
spirituality of ancient Northern European societies. From the thunderous power of Thor to
the enigmatic wisdom of Odin, the pantheon of deities and the intricate myths surrounding
them provide a fascinating tapestry of stories that have shaped literature, art, and popular
culture for centuries.

The Foundation of Northern European Mythology

Northern European mythology is not a monolithic tradition; rather, it consists of
overlapping beliefs and narratives from various tribes and regions, including the Norse of
Scandinavia, the Anglo-Saxons of England, and the Celts of Ireland and Scotland. These
myths were primarily transmitted orally before being recorded in medieval texts such as
the Poetic Edda, Prose Edda, and various sagas.

At its core, the mythology is characterized by a pantheon of gods and goddesses, a rich
cosmology featuring multiple worlds, and a deep engagement with themes such as fate,
heroism, and the cyclical nature of existence. The gods of Northern Europe were not
omnipotent beings but rather complex characters embodying human traits and flaws,
which made the myths relatable and instructive.

Cosmology and Worldview

The Northern European mythological cosmos is famously structured around Yggdrasil, the
World Tree, which connects nine distinct realms. These realms include Asgard (home of
the Aesir gods), Midgard (the human world), and Jotunheim (land of the giants). This
interconnected universe reflects a worldview where multiple forces and beings coexist in a
delicate balance.



The concept of Ragnarok, the prophesied apocalypse, is central to Northern European
myths. It foretells a final battle leading to the death of many gods and the destruction of
the world, followed by its subsequent rebirth. This cyclical understanding of destruction
and renewal resonates with the natural cycles observed in the harsh Northern European
environment.

Key Deities in Northern European Mythology

Within the broad spectrum of gods and myths of northern europe, several deities stand out
for their prominence and influence.

Odin: The Allfather and God of Wisdom

Odin occupies a central role as the chief of the Aesir gods. He is associated with wisdom,
war, death, and magic. Known for his relentless pursuit of knowledge, Odin sacrificed one
of his eyes to drink from Mimir’s well, gaining profound insight. Moreover, he is linked to
the runic alphabet, which symbolizes secret knowledge and power.

Odin’s complex nature encompasses both benevolent and fearsome aspects. He governs
Valhalla, the hall where slain warriors chosen by the Valkyries reside, preparing for their
role in Ragnarok. His multifaceted personality reflects the ambiguities of leadership and
the burdens of divine authority.

Thor: The Thunder God and Protector of Midgard

Thor is perhaps the most widely recognized god from Northern European mythology,
especially in contemporary culture. Known as the god of thunder, storms, and strength,
Thor wields the hammer Mjolnir, a weapon capable of leveling mountains and protecting
humanity from giants and other threats.

Thor represents the warrior ethos and the protection of order against chaos. His myths
often emphasize bravery, loyalty, and physical might. Unlike Odin’s cerebral attributes,
Thor embodies straightforward power, making him a popular figure among common folk.

Freyja and Freyr: Deities of Fertility and Prosperity

Freyja and Freyr, siblings belonging to the Vanir tribe of gods, are linked to fertility,
wealth, and the natural world. Freyja is also associated with love, beauty, and magic,
particularly the art of seidr, a form of sorcery. Freyr, on the other hand, governs fertility of
the land, rain, and sunshine, essential for agricultural success.

Their presence in the mythology highlights the importance of nature’s cycles and
prosperity to ancient Northern European societies. The interplay between the Aesir and



Vanir gods symbolizes the integration of different cultural elements within the
mythological tradition.

The Role of Giants, Valkyries, and Other Mythical
Beings

Northern European myths are populated not only by gods but also by a variety of mythical
creatures that enrich the stories and symbolize natural and supernatural forces.

Giants (Jotnar)

Giants in Northern European mythology often embody chaos and primal forces that
threaten the gods and humans alike. Despite being adversaries, the giants are not purely
evil; many myths reveal complex relationships including alliances, marriages, and shared
ancestry with the gods. This nuanced portrayal reflects the dynamic tension between
order and chaos.

Valkyries: Choosers of the Dead

The Valkyries are warrior maidens serving Odin, tasked with selecting fallen warriors
worthy of Valhalla. They represent the intersection between death and honor, ensuring
that the bravest souls are prepared for the final cosmic battle of Ragnarok. Their imagery
often emphasizes valor, fate, and divine judgment.

Influence and Legacy of Northern European
Myths

The enduring appeal of gods and myths of northern europe is evident in their profound
impact on modern culture. From literature and cinema to art and popular media, these
ancient stories continue to inspire and resonate.

Comparisons with Other Mythologies

When compared to other Indo-European mythologies, such as the Greek or Roman
pantheons, Northern European myths exhibit distinct characteristics. The gods are less
idealized and more fallible, reflecting a worldview shaped by the often harsh and
unpredictable Northern climate. Moreover, themes of fate and cyclical destruction are
more pronounced.



Modern Adaptations and Interpretations

In recent years, Norse mythology has gained mainstream popularity through films,
television series, and video games. These adaptations often reinterpret the myths,
sometimes emphasizing action and heroism while downplaying the more complex
theological and philosophical elements. Nonetheless, they have sparked renewed interest
in the original myths and their cultural significance.

Preservation and Study of Northern European
Myths

The survival of these myths owes much to medieval scribes who transcribed oral
traditions, notably in Iceland. Archaeological findings, including runestones and artifacts,
also provide valuable insights. Contemporary scholars employ interdisciplinary methods,
combining philology, archaeology, and comparative mythology to reconstruct and
understand these narratives.

e Philological Analysis: Examining ancient texts such as the Eddas and sagas.

e Archaeological Evidence: Studying artifacts, burial sites, and iconography.

e Comparative Mythology: Drawing parallels with other Indo-European myth
systems.

Such comprehensive approaches help uncover the societal values, religious practices, and
historical contexts that shaped the gods and myths of northern europe.

The rich and intricate world of Northern European mythology continues to invite
exploration and interpretation. Its enduring narratives not only reflect the ancient peoples’
attempts to understand their world but also offer timeless themes that resonate across
cultures and epochs. Through ongoing scholarship and cultural engagement, these myths
remain a vital part of Europe’s intangible heritage.

Gods And Myths Of Northern Europe

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe H. R. Ellis
Davidson, 1965-01-03 Surveys the pre-Christian beliefs of the Scandinavian and Germanic peoples.
Provides an introduction to this subject, giving basic outlines to the sagas and stories, and helps
identify the charachter traits of not only the well known but also the lesser gods of the age.

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe Hilda Roderick Ellis
Davidson, 1986

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe Hilda Roderick


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/gods-and-myths-of-northern-europe.pdf

Ellis Davidson, 1969

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe ,

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe , 1971

gods and myths of northern europe: Gods and Myths of Northern Europe Robert Bernard
Clark, 1964

gods and myths of northern europe: The Lost Beliefs of Northern Europe Dr Hilda Ellis
Davidson, Hilda Ellis Davidson, 2002-11 The author illustrates how pagan beliefs have been
represented and misinterpreted by the Christian tradition, and throws light on the nature of
pre-Christian beliefs and how they have been preserved.

gods and myths of northern europe: Ancient Norse Gods and Viking Myths LEARN
ALCHEMICAL, 2024-11-27 Dive into the spellbinding world of Ancient Norse Gods and Viking
Myths, a masterful exploration of Scandinavian mythology that uncovers the profound tales of
deities, heroes, and the cosmic forces that shaped Viking culture. From the icy mists of Niflheim to
the fiery realms of Muspelheim, this book journeys through the myths that illuminate the Norse
understanding of creation, destruction, and renewal. Meet legendary figures like Odinn, the
All-Father who sacrificed for wisdom; Thorr, the thunderous protector of mankind; and Loki, the
cunning trickster whose schemes paved the way for Ragnarok. Explore the poetic depth of the
Eddas, where cosmic battles, prophetic visions, and timeless truths echo through tales of gods,
giants, and heroic mortals. Delve into the intricate symbolism of Yggdrasil, the World Tree, and the
Nine Realms, unraveling the profound philosophy and resilience of the Norse worldview. Perfect for
enthusiasts of mythology, history, or fantasy, this book bridges the ancient and modern, showcasing
how these tales continue to inspire literature, art, and popular culture. Ancient Norse Gods and
Viking Myths is a celebration of the enduring legacy of a culture where the smallest deeds of
courage shine brightest against the shadow of despair. Embark on this journey and let the stories of
the North ignite your imagination.

gods and myths of northern europe: Way of Fire and Ice Ryan Smith, 2019-10-08 “Smith’s
simple guide will enchant any reader interested in Norse mythology and paganism.” —Publishers
Weekly A Radical New Take On Norse Paganism The Way of Fire and Ice reimagines Norse
Paganism with mystical practices and rituals for today's world as well as tips for building community
and resisting fascism. This approach to working with Norse deities and beliefs is a living, adaptable
tradition, representing a strong alternative to the reconstructionist perspectives of Asatru and
Heathenry. In these pages, the old ways come alive in a radically inclusive form. You will explore the
secrets of the World Tree and the mysteries of the gods, work with the many spirits around us, and
feel the deep rhythms that drive all life while creating new songs of power. You will also discover
how to make these practices part of your every waking moment, developing your own personal
spirituality and building healthy, sustainable communities along the way. “The Way of Fire and Ice
offers a vision of an inclusive, welcoming, spiritually rich and socially responsible Norse Paganism.
Written in a friendly, direct voice, this book presents a guided pathway for developing practice and
community in this tradition.” —Morpheus Ravenna, author of The Book of the Great Queen: The
Many Faces of the Morrigan From Ancient Legends to Modern Devotions “The Way of Fire and Ice is
Ryan Smith's magnum opus; a declaration of how we connect with the Gods while using that fire to
transform our world.” —Shane Burley, author of Fascism Today: What It Is and How to End It

gods and myths of northern europe: The Norse Gods and Their Myths Robert Blumetti,
2019-09-08 Erulian Robert Blumetti explores the nature of the Norse Gods and retells their myths in
a contemporary rendition.

gods and myths of northern europe: The Serpent Symbol in Tradition Charles Dailey,
2022-01-24 Serpent and dragon symbolism is ubiquitous in the art and mythology of premodern
cultures around the world. Over the centuries, conflicting hypotheses have been proposed to
interpret this symbolism which, while illuminating, have proved insufficient to the task of revealing a
singular meaning for the vast majority of examples. In The Serpent Symbol in Tradition, Dr. Dailey
argues that, in what the symbolist Rene Guenon and the historian of religions Mircea Eliade have



called 'traditional' or 'archaic' societies, the serpent/dragon transculturally symbolizes matter, a
state of being that is constituted by the perception of the physical world as chaotic in comparison to
what traditional peoples believed to be the 'higher' meta-physical source of the physical world or
'‘nature.' In the course of Dr. Dailey's investigations into the meaning of traditional serpent/dragon
symbolism, the following contributions have proved invaluable: 1) Guénon's interpretation of the
language of traditional symbolism and the metaphysics that underlies it, as well as his interpretation
of the terminology of the 'Hindu Doctrines,' 2) Eliade's interpretation of traditional/archaic societies
by means of his concepts of chaos, creation, Axis Mundi (World Axis), and 'Sacred and Profane,' and
3) the insights of various other researchers of serpent/dragon symbolism. Beyond purporting to
resolve some of the mystery of the ancient and varied symbolism of the serpent/dragon, The Serpent
Symbol in Tradition strives to serve the related functions of interpreting the symbolic meanings of a
wide variety of premodern artifacts and narratives as well as providing a study of the origination,
and ancient human awareness, of the mentioned state of matter.

gods and myths of northern europe: A Brief History of the Vikings Jonathan Clements,
2013-02-07 'From the Fury of the Northmen deliver us, O Lord.' Between the eighth and eleventh
centuries, the Vikings surged from their Scandinavian homeland to trade, raid and invade along the
coasts of Europe. Their influence and expeditions extended from Newfoundland to Baghdad, their
battles were as far-flung as Africa and the Arctic. But were they great seafarers or desperate
outcasts, noble heathens or oafish pirates, the last pagans or the first of the modern Europeans?
This concise study puts medieval chronicles, Norse sagas and Muslim accounts alongside more
recent research into ritual magic, genetic profiling and climatology. It includes biographical
sketches of some of the most famous Vikings, from Erik Bloodaxe to Saint Olaf, and King Canute to
Leif the Lucky. It explains why the Danish king Harald Bluetooth lent his name to a twenty-first
century wireless technology; which future saint laughed as she buried foreign ambassadors alive;
why so many Icelandic settlers had Irish names; and how the last Viking colony was destroyed by
English raiders. Extending beyond the traditional 'Viking age' of most books, A Brief History of the
Vikings places sudden Scandinavian population movement in a wider historical context. It presents a
balanced appraisal of these infamous sea kings, explaining both their swift expansion and its
supposed halt. Supposed because, ultimately, the Vikings didn't disappear: they turned into us.

gods and myths of northern europe: MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF THE NORSE HENRY
ROMANO, 2021-03-06 Once there was another Sun and another Moon, a different Sun and a
different Moon from the ones we see now. Sol was the name of that Sun, and Mani was the name of
that Moon. Nevertheless, always behind Sol and Mani wolves went a wolf behind each. The wolves
caught on them at last, and they devoured Sol and Mani. And then the world was in darkness and
cold. In those times, the Gods lived, Odin and Thor, Hodur and Baldur, Tyr and Heimdall, Vidar and
Vali, and Loki, the doer of a good doer of evil. Moreover, the beautiful Goddesses lived then, Frigga,
Freya, Nanna, Iduna, and Sif. Nevertheless, in the days when the Sun and Moon were destroyed, the
Gods were destroyed too—all the Gods except Baldur who had died before that time, Vidar and Vali,
the sons of Odin, and Modi and Magni, the sons of Thor. At that time, too, there were men and
women in the world. However, before the Sun and the Moon were devoured and before the Gods
were destroyed, terrible things happened in the world. Snow fell on the four corners of the earth and
kept on falling for three seasons. Winds came and blew everything away. Moreover, the people of
the world who had lived on despite the snow and the cold and the winds fought each other, brother
killing brother until all the people were destroyed.

gods and myths of northern europe: Society Without God Phil Zuckerman, 2010-06-07 Are
lawyers, by their very nature, agents of the state, of capital, of institutions of power? Or are there
ways in which they can work constructively or transformatively for the disempowered, the working
class, the underprivileged? Lawyers in a Postmodern World explores how lawyers actively create the
forms of power which they and others deploy. Through engaging case studies, the book examines
how lawyers work within and for powerful institutions and provides suggestions--both general and
practical--for ways in which the practice of law can be made to work with and for the powerless.



Individuals chapters address such subjects as the contradictions of radical law practice; legal work
in South Africa; the economics and politics of negotiating justice; feminist legal scholarship and
women's gendered lives; the overlapping worlds of law, business, and politics; theories of legal
practice; and how lawyers are constitutive of gender relations. Contributing to the book are
Maureen Cain (University of West Indies), Yves Dezalay (Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique, France), Martha Fineman (Columbia University), Sue Lees (University of North
London), Doreen McBarnet (Wolfson College, Oxford), Frank Munger (SUNY, Buffalo), Wilfried
Scharf (University of Cape Town), Stuart Scheingold (University of Washington), David Sugarman
(Lancaster University), and Sally Wheeler (University of Nottingham).

gods and myths of northern europe: Goddess of the North Lynda C. Welch, 2001-04-01 A
thorough, academic look at the past, present, and future of Norse polytheism. Welch highlights many
Norse goddesses as well as other divine females of the Norse pantheon - Valkyries, Norns,
Giantesses, Disir - and in a straightforward manner, makes a definitive case for the primordial
goddess.

gods and myths of northern europe: Society without God, Second Edition Phil Zuckerman,
2020-07-21 An updated edition showcasing the social health of the least religious nations in the
world Religious conservatives around the world often claim that a society without a strong
foundation of faith would necessarily be an immoral one, bereft of ethics, values, and meaning.
Indeed, the Christian Right in the United States has argued that a society without God would be hell
on earth. In Society without God, Second Edition sociologist Phil Zuckerman challenges these
claims. Drawing on fieldwork and interviews with more than 150 citizens of Denmark and Sweden,
among the least religious countries in the world, he shows that, far from being inhumane,
crime-infested, and dysfunctional, highly secular societies are healthier, safer, greener, less violent,
and more democratic and egalitarian than highly religious ones. Society without God provides a rich
portrait of life in a secular society, exploring how a culture without faith copes with death, grapples
with the meaning of life, and remains content through everyday ups and downs. This updated edition
incorporates new data from recent studies, updated statistics, and a revised Introduction, as well as
framing around the now more highly developed field of secular studies. It addresses the dramatic
surge of irreligion in the United States and the rise of the “nones,” and adds data on societal health
in specific US states, along with fascinating context regarding which are the most religious and
which the most secular.

gods and myths of northern europe: Merriam-Webster's Encyclopedia of World Religions
Merriam-Webster, Inc, 1999 Contains 3,500 alphabetically arranged entries that provide information
about various aspects of the world's religions; features thirty in-depth discussions of major religions;
and includes illustrations and maps.

gods and myths of northern europe: British Mythology Don Nardo, 2012-10-29 This
fascinating book explores Great Britain's culture and myths, as well as the beliefs, values, and
experiences represented in its stories and mythological figures. Readers discover the settlement of
Britain by the Celts and the influence of the Roman invasion; pre-Christian myths, such as Beowulf;
the Arthurian cycle; the adventures of Robin Hood; and the survival of British myth in literary
tradition.

gods and myths of northern europe: Song of the Vikings Nancy Marie Brown, 2012-10-30 “A
wonderfully evocative biography of the . . . 13th century Icelandic writer and chieftain” who wrote
the immortal stories of Thor, Odin, Valhalla, and Ragnarok (Guardian, UK). Much like Greek and
Roman mythology, Norse myths are still with us. Famous storytellers from JRR Tolkien to Neil
Gaiman have drawn their inspiration from the long-haired, mead-drinking, marauding and pillaging
Vikings. But few of us know much about the creator of these immortal heroes: a thirteenth-century
Icelandic chieftain by the name of Snorri Sturluson. Like Homer, Snorri was a bard, writing down
and embellishing the folklore and pagan legends of medieval Scandinavia. Unlike Homer, Snorri was
a man of the world—a wily political power player, one of the richest men in Iceland who came close
to ruling it, and even closer to betraying it. In Song of the Vikings, award-winning author Nancy




Marie Brown brings Snorri Sturluson’s story to life in a richly textured narrative that draws on
newly available sources.

gods and myths of northern europe: Afterwords Louis A. Ruprecht, 1996-07-03 Reading both
philosophical and theological texts, this book presents an argument against nostalgia: against the
myth of a Golden Age, against the posture that sees modernity as a problem to be solved.
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