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Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral Neuropathy: Understanding the Complexities

differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy is a critical step in clinical practice, especially given the

wide range of underlying causes that can lead to nerve damage. Peripheral neuropathy manifests

through symptoms like numbness, tingling, pain, and muscle weakness, but these symptoms can result

from diverse etiologies. To effectively manage and treat patients, healthcare providers must carefully

distinguish among potential causes, applying a thoughtful diagnostic approach that includes clinical

evaluation, laboratory tests, and sometimes electrophysiological studies.

In this article, we will explore the differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy, highlighting the key

conditions that mimic or cause neuropathic symptoms. We’ll also discuss how to navigate through

clinical clues and diagnostic tools to ensure accurate identification of the root cause.

What is Peripheral Neuropathy?

Peripheral neuropathy refers to the damage or dysfunction of peripheral nerves, which are responsible

for transmitting signals between the central nervous system and the rest of the body. This damage can

affect sensory, motor, or autonomic nerves, leading to a variety of symptoms depending on the nerves

involved. Common complaints include burning sensations, sharp pains, decreased sensation, muscle

weakness, and coordination problems.

Identifying the exact cause is essential as it influences treatment decisions and prognosis. The term

‘differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy’ encompasses the broad spectrum of conditions that

can trigger these nerve impairments.



Common Causes in the Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral

Neuropathy

Peripheral neuropathy is not a disease itself but a manifestation of many underlying disorders.

Understanding the common causes helps clinicians narrow down potential diagnoses.

1. Diabetes Mellitus

Diabetic neuropathy is the most prevalent cause of peripheral neuropathy worldwide. Chronic

hyperglycemia leads to metabolic and vascular changes damaging peripheral nerves. Patients often

present with a symmetric, distal “glove and stocking” pattern of sensory loss and pain.

2. Nutritional Deficiencies

Deficiencies in vitamins such as B12, B1 (thiamine), B6, and E can cause neuropathic symptoms.

Vitamin B12 deficiency, often due to pernicious anemia or malabsorption, leads to demyelination and

nerve damage. Identifying such deficiencies is crucial because they are treatable causes of

neuropathy.

3. Alcohol-Related Neuropathy

Chronic alcohol abuse can cause a toxic neuropathy often accompanied by nutritional deficits. This

neuropathy usually presents as a symmetric sensory loss with burning pain and is sometimes

reversible with abstinence and nutritional support.



4. Autoimmune and Inflammatory Conditions

Diseases such as Guillain-Barré syndrome, chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP),

lupus, and vasculitis can cause immune-mediated nerve damage. These conditions often have an

acute or subacute onset and may include systemic symptoms like fatigue, fever, or rash.

5. Infectious Causes

Certain infections can lead to peripheral neuropathy. For example, HIV, Lyme disease, leprosy, and

herpes zoster are notable infectious etiologies. The history of exposure and associated systemic signs

can guide the diagnosis.

6. Hereditary Neuropathies

Hereditary sensory and motor neuropathies, such as Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, are genetic

disorders that result in chronic progressive neuropathy. A family history and early onset often point

toward these diagnoses.

7. Toxins and Medications

Exposure to heavy metals (arsenic, lead, mercury) and certain drugs (chemotherapy agents like

vincristine or cisplatin, isoniazid, metronidazole) can induce peripheral neuropathy. A thorough

medication and exposure history is essential during evaluation.



8. Metabolic and Endocrine Disorders

Apart from diabetes, other metabolic disturbances like hypothyroidism and renal failure can cause

neuropathy. Uremic neuropathy is common in chronic kidney disease and typically improves with

dialysis.

Approach to the Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral

Neuropathy

Navigating the differential diagnosis requires a systematic approach combining clinical assessment and

diagnostic testing.

Clinical History and Symptomatology

A detailed history can reveal clues about the neuropathy’s cause. Important factors include:

Onset and progression: Rapid onset suggests inflammatory or toxic causes; gradual progression

favors metabolic or hereditary causes.

Distribution: Symmetric distal neuropathies are common in diabetes and toxins, whereas

asymmetric or multifocal neuropathies suggest vasculitis or infiltrative diseases.

Associated symptoms: Autonomic symptoms may point towards diabetic neuropathy or

amyloidosis; systemic features suggest autoimmune or infectious etiologies.

Family history: May indicate hereditary neuropathies.



Exposure history: Alcohol use, occupational toxins, or medications.

Physical Examination

Neurological examination helps characterize the neuropathy:

Testing sensory modalities (light touch, vibration, pain, temperature)

Assessing muscle strength and reflexes

Looking for muscle atrophy or deformities

Evaluating autonomic function

Laboratory and Diagnostic Testing

Laboratory investigations should be tailored based on clinical suspicion. Common tests include:

Blood glucose and HbA1c for diabetes screening

Vitamin B12, folate, and other nutritional markers

Thyroid function tests



Renal and liver function panels

Serologic tests for infections (HIV, Lyme, hepatitis viruses)

Autoimmune panels (ANA, ANCA, rheumatoid factor)

Electrodiagnostic studies such as nerve conduction studies and electromyography provide insight into

the type (axonal vs demyelinating) and distribution of nerve involvement, which can further refine the

differential diagnosis.

Less Common but Important Considerations

While the above causes cover most cases, clinicians should be mindful of rarer etiologies.

Paraneoplastic Neuropathy

Certain cancers trigger immune responses that attack peripheral nerves. Symptoms may precede

cancer diagnosis. Identifying onconeural antibodies aids in diagnosis.

Hereditary Sensory and Autonomic Neuropathies (HSAN)

These rare genetic disorders involve prominent autonomic dysfunction and sensory loss, requiring

genetic testing for confirmation.



Mononeuropathies and Entrapment Syndromes

Focal nerve injuries like carpal tunnel syndrome or ulnar neuropathy can mimic peripheral neuropathy

but usually have characteristic clinical patterns. Differentiating these is essential to avoid misdiagnosis.

Tips for Clinicians in Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral

Neuropathy

Understanding the nuances of this condition can be challenging, but a few pointers can make the

process smoother:

Don’t overlook common causes: Diabetes and alcohol abuse remain the leading culprits

worldwide.

Use a stepwise approach: Start with a thorough history and physical exam before ordering

extensive investigations.

Consider a nerve biopsy: In refractory or unclear cases, biopsy can provide definitive diagnosis,

especially in vasculitis or amyloidosis.

Stay updated with genetic testing: Advances in molecular diagnostics have made identifying

hereditary neuropathies more accessible.

Collaborate with specialists: Neurologists, endocrinologists, and rheumatologists may provide

crucial insights in complex cases.



Peripheral neuropathy’s differential diagnosis is extensive, but a structured approach incorporating

clinical judgment and diagnostic tools often leads to an accurate diagnosis. Recognizing the underlying

cause not only guides treatment but can significantly improve patient quality of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is peripheral neuropathy and why is differential diagnosis

important?

Peripheral neuropathy is a condition resulting from damage to the peripheral nerves, causing

symptoms like pain, numbness, and weakness. Differential diagnosis is important to identify the

underlying cause and guide appropriate treatment.

What are the common causes to consider in the differential diagnosis

of peripheral neuropathy?

Common causes include diabetes mellitus, vitamin deficiencies (B12, B1, E), infections (HIV, Lyme

disease), autoimmune diseases (Guillain-Barré syndrome, lupus), toxins (alcohol, chemotherapy),

hereditary disorders, and metabolic conditions.

How does diabetes mellitus contribute to peripheral neuropathy?

Diabetes causes peripheral neuropathy through chronic hyperglycemia-induced nerve damage, leading

to distal symmetric polyneuropathy, which is the most common type of diabetic neuropathy.

What role do vitamin deficiencies play in peripheral neuropathy

differential diagnosis?

Vitamin deficiencies, especially B12 deficiency, can cause demyelination and axonal degeneration,

resulting in peripheral neuropathy symptoms like numbness, tingling, and weakness.



How can autoimmune diseases be differentiated in peripheral

neuropathy cases?

Autoimmune neuropathies often present with acute or subacute onset, symmetrical or asymmetrical

patterns, and may be associated with systemic symptoms. Diagnostic tests include antibody panels,

nerve conduction studies, and cerebrospinal fluid analysis.

What is the significance of toxin exposure in the differential diagnosis

of peripheral neuropathy?

Exposure to toxins such as alcohol, heavy metals, or chemotherapy agents can cause peripheral nerve

damage. A thorough history is essential to identify potential toxic causes and differentiate them from

other etiologies.

How do hereditary neuropathies fit into the differential diagnosis?

Hereditary neuropathies, like Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease, typically present with a family history,

gradual progression, and characteristic clinical features. Genetic testing can confirm diagnosis.

What diagnostic tests are useful in differentiating causes of peripheral

neuropathy?

Electromyography (EMG), nerve conduction studies, blood tests (glucose, vitamin levels, autoimmune

markers), imaging, and sometimes nerve biopsy help differentiate various causes of peripheral

neuropathy.

How can infections be identified as a cause in peripheral neuropathy

differential diagnosis?

Infections such as HIV, Lyme disease, and hepatitis can cause neuropathy. Serologic testing, clinical

history, and symptom patterns help identify infectious etiologies.



What clinical features help distinguish between axonal and

demyelinating peripheral neuropathies?

Axonal neuropathies primarily show reduced amplitude on nerve conduction studies and gradual

progression, while demyelinating neuropathies demonstrate slowed conduction velocity, conduction

block, and often more rapid onset.

Additional Resources

Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral Neuropathy: A Comprehensive Review

differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy is a critical aspect of clinical neurology, given the broad

spectrum of etiologies and the significant impact this condition has on patient quality of life. Peripheral

neuropathy, characterized by damage or dysfunction of peripheral nerves, manifests with symptoms

such as numbness, tingling, weakness, and pain, often affecting the hands and feet. However, its

diverse causes demand a meticulous and systematic approach to diagnosis to ensure appropriate

management. This article explores the differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy, highlighting key

clinical features, diagnostic considerations, and the importance of distinguishing among various

neuropathic disorders.

Understanding Peripheral Neuropathy: Clinical Presentation

and Challenges

Peripheral neuropathy encompasses a heterogeneous group of disorders resulting from damage to the

peripheral nervous system. The clinical presentation can vary widely depending on the type of nerve

fibers involved—sensory, motor, or autonomic—and the underlying cause. Patients may report

symmetrical distal numbness, burning pain, muscle weakness, or autonomic symptoms like orthostatic

hypotension. The challenge in establishing a differential diagnosis lies in the overlapping clinical



features shared by multiple neuropathies with distinct pathophysiologies.

An accurate differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy not only guides targeted treatment but also

prevents unnecessary investigations and interventions. Therefore, clinicians must integrate clinical

history, physical examination, and appropriate diagnostic testing to delineate among metabolic, toxic,

hereditary, infectious, autoimmune, and idiopathic neuropathies.

Key Categories in the Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral

Neuropathy

1. Metabolic and Endocrine Causes

Metabolic disorders are among the most common causes of peripheral neuropathy. Diabetes mellitus

stands as the leading etiology worldwide, with diabetic peripheral neuropathy affecting up to 50% of

patients with long-standing disease. The neuropathy typically presents as a distal symmetric

polyneuropathy with predominant sensory symptoms.

Other metabolic causes include:

Vitamin deficiencies: Deficiencies in vitamins B12, B6, and E can lead to neuropathic symptoms.

Notably, vitamin B12 deficiency causes a subacute combined degeneration affecting both

peripheral nerves and the spinal cord.

Hypothyroidism: Can cause a compressive or generalized neuropathy, often reversible with

thyroid hormone replacement.

Uremia: Chronic kidney disease results in uremic neuropathy, typically a distal symmetric



sensorimotor neuropathy.

Identifying these metabolic causes is essential due to the potential for reversibility with appropriate

management.

2. Toxic and Drug-Induced Neuropathies

Exposure to toxins and certain medications is a significant contributor to peripheral neuropathy. Heavy

metals such as lead, arsenic, and mercury are well-documented neurotoxins causing axonal

degeneration.

Common neurotoxic drugs include:

Chemotherapeutic agents: Drugs like vincristine, cisplatin, and paclitaxel commonly cause dose-

dependent peripheral neuropathy.

Antibiotics: Isoniazid and metronidazole can induce neuropathic symptoms.

Others: Excessive alcohol intake leads to alcoholic neuropathy, characterized by a length-

dependent sensorimotor polyneuropathy.

A detailed occupational and medication history is vital to identifying toxic neuropathies. The clinical

course often improves with cessation of the offending agent, though some damage may be

irreversible.



3. Autoimmune and Inflammatory Neuropathies

Autoimmune mechanisms play a prominent role in several neuropathic disorders. Guillain-Barré

syndrome (GBS), an acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy, presents with rapid

onset weakness and areflexia. Chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy (CIDP), the chronic

counterpart, manifests with progressive or relapsing motor and sensory symptoms.

Other autoimmune causes include:

Vasculitic neuropathy: Systemic vasculitides such as polyarteritis nodosa cause ischemic nerve

damage, often resulting in asymmetric, painful neuropathy.

Sarcoidosis and Sjögren’s syndrome: These conditions may cause neuropathy through

granulomatous inflammation or small-fiber involvement.

Serologic testing and nerve biopsy may aid diagnosis, particularly when systemic features accompany

neuropathy.

4. Hereditary Neuropathies

Inherited neuropathies, including Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease (CMT), represent an important

differential diagnosis, especially in younger patients or those with a family history. CMT is

characterized by slowly progressive distal muscle wasting and sensory loss, often presenting in

adolescence or early adulthood.

Genetic testing has revolutionized the diagnosis of hereditary neuropathies, allowing precise

classification based on gene mutations affecting myelin or axonal integrity. Recognition of hereditary



patterns is crucial for genetic counseling and prognosis.

5. Infectious Causes

Certain infections directly or indirectly induce peripheral neuropathy. Leprosy remains a notable cause

in endemic regions, producing asymmetric mononeuropathies. HIV infection can lead to distal

symmetric polyneuropathy, often exacerbated by antiretroviral therapy.

Other infectious agents include:

Lyme disease: Can cause radiculopathy and neuropathy during early disseminated infection.

Herpes zoster: Leads to postherpetic neuralgia due to nerve inflammation.

Recognizing infectious etiologies is essential for timely antimicrobial intervention.

Diagnostic Approach to the Differential Diagnosis for Peripheral

Neuropathy

A comprehensive diagnostic strategy integrates clinical examination with targeted investigations.

Electrophysiological studies, including nerve conduction studies (NCS) and electromyography (EMG),

differentiate demyelinating from axonal neuropathies and assess severity. Laboratory tests screen for

metabolic, nutritional, and autoimmune causes, while imaging may be necessary to exclude

compressive etiologies.



In selected cases, nerve biopsy provides histopathological insights, particularly when vasculitis or

amyloidosis is suspected. Genetic testing is increasingly accessible and vital for hereditary

neuropathies.

Distinguishing Features in Clinical and Diagnostic Evaluation

Symmetry: Symmetric polyneuropathies suggest metabolic or toxic causes, whereas asymmetric

or multifocal neuropathies raise suspicion for vasculitis or compressive lesions.

Fiber type involvement: Small-fiber neuropathies cause pain and autonomic dysfunction, often

with normal NCS, requiring specialized testing like skin biopsy.

Onset and progression: Acute onset favors inflammatory causes (e.g., GBS), while gradual

progression suggests hereditary or metabolic etiologies.

Emerging Insights and Challenges

Recent advances in immunology and genetics have expanded the spectrum of recognized peripheral

neuropathies. Autoimmune nodopathies with specific antibodies and novel hereditary mutations

demand heightened awareness. Moreover, the overlap between neuropathies and systemic diseases

necessitates multidisciplinary collaboration.

Despite technological progress, up to 20% of peripheral neuropathy cases remain idiopathic,

underscoring the need for ongoing research and improved diagnostic algorithms.

Peripheral neuropathy’s multifactorial nature requires clinicians to maintain a broad differential



diagnosis and employ a tailored approach. Early and accurate identification of the underlying cause

can significantly influence therapeutic outcomes and patient quality of life.

Differential Diagnosis For Peripheral Neuropathy

  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Biopsy Diagnosis of Peripheral
Neuropathy Juan M Bilbao, Robert E Schmidt, 2014-11-05 Peripheral nerve analysis is a challenging
task for pathologists, given the advent of new diagnoses and techniques of analysis and the impact of
molecular genetics. This book presents a simple, logical method for constructing a differential
diagnosis based on pathology and clinical presentation. It also provides advice on the selection of
ancillary molecular, immunohistochemical and genetic techniques to establish a definitive diagnosis.
Clear, authoritative guidance is offered on diagnosis of the full range of neuropathies with the aid of
a wealth of high-quality color photomicrographs and electron micrographs. The pathologist will
benefit greatly from the identification of a variety of artifacts and normal structures occasionally
encountered in nerve biopsies that need to be distinguished from specific pathologic alterations.
This user-friendly, practical text will be an invaluable aid in achieving the most specific diagnosis
possible.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Handbook of Peripheral Neuropathy Mark
B. Bromberg, A. Gordon Smith, 2005-08-12 Providing a detailed study of the anatomy, physiology,
and pathology of peripheral nerves, this reference provides a clear approach to the evaluation,
characterization, and treatment of peripheral neuropathies-reviewing each major class of these
disorders with authoritative discussions of clinical characteristics, electrodiagnostic features,
examin
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Differential Diagnosis in Neurology
R.J. Schwartzman, 2006-07-31 Differential Diagnosis in Neurology grew out of the author’s daily
morning reports with neurology residents and the examination of patients in front of colleagues over
the last 30 years. The essence of “differential diagnosis” is “splitting” rather than “lumping”. It
requires bringing knowledge to the table and then adding experience. The book is meant to be a
skeleton that will give the clinician a general background with regard to the disease at hand.
Molecular genetics, physiology and biochemistry will uncover mechanisms and associations that will
further expand differential diagnosis of all neurological disease. It is hoped that the clinician will use
this volume as a workbook in which new entities are added or older classifications revised.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Diagnosis and Management of
Peripheral Nerve Disorders Jerry R. Mendell, John T. Kissel, David R. Cornblath, 2001-03-08
Peripheral neuropathies represent a challenging subject for most physicians. This is an up-to-date,
comprehensive, and readable book on peripheral neuropathies that includes concise information on
the clinical, electrophysiological, pathological, pathogenic, and treatment aspects of the most
important disorders. New molecular and serologic diagnostic tests are discussed. Sections are
devoted to nerve and skin biopsy techniques and findings, quantitative sensory and autonomic reflex
tests. Case examples are used liberally throughout the text. The editors: Mendell, Kissel, and
Cornblath are experienced clinicians that bring complementary knowledge to each of the subjects.
Additional authors have been handpicked for specific topics which add to the value of the edition.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Biopsy Diagnosis of Peripheral
Neuropathy E-Book Gyl Midroni, Juan M Bilbao, 2015-01-28 This is a standard reference for
residents in neurology and neuropathology, and is also a useful book in the electron microscopy
laboratory. It provides a practical approach to interpretation of nerve biopsy, and has outstanding

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-189/differential-diagnosis-for-peripheral-neuropathy.pdf


micrographs covering both light and electron microscopy. New disease entities are discussed with
advances in the understanding of the pathogenesis of each neuropathy. A complete literature review
on the subject of subcutaneous nerve biopsy is accompanied by clinical features, and histogenesis of
all human polyneuropathies. * Standard reference for residents in neurology and neuropathology *
Book useful in electron microscopy laboratory * Outstanding micrographs covering both light and
electron microscopy
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Cases in Differential Diagnosis for the
Physical and Manipulative Therapies Robyn Beirman, 2011 Physical and manipulative therapists are
often primary contact practitioners and must be trained to identify any underlying medical problems
that may require referral to a medical practitioner. This case book facilitates the development of
skills required to confidently arrive at a final or differential diagnosis.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Textbook of Peripheral Neuropathy Peter
D. Donofrio, 2012-04-17 Textbook of Peripheral Neuropathy is a practical but authoritative reference
for clinicians in any medical specialty who are evaluating and treating patients with signs and
symptoms of a peripheral neuropathy. Reviewing the full spectrum of clinically significant
neuropathies, the book contains chapters on common and rare forms including mononeuropathy in
the upper and lower extremities, mononeuritis multiplex, diffuse and symmetric polyneuropathies,
brachial and lumbrosacral plexopathies, and spinal root disorders—disorders that can mimic diffuse
and/or focal neuropathies, complicating diagnosis and evaluation. Coverage encompasses both
inherited and acquired diseases, including neuropathies arising from physical injury, diabetes,
alcoholism, toxins, autoimmune responses, nutritional deficiencies, vascular and metabolic
disorders, medication-induced neuropathies, and idiopathic conditions. The textbook provides an
evidence-based approach to testing, differential diagnosis, and treatment, and should serve as a
trusted resource for healthcare professionals confronting the many manifestations of peripheral
neuropathy in clinical practice. The chapters are written by internationally renowned expert
contributors with deep clinical experience and contain numerous tables, figures, and algorithms
providing clear diagnostic and management guidelines. Boxed Clinical Pearls and Key Points allow
for quick access to pertinent information, making evaluation and review easy and rewarding.
Features of Textbook of Peripheral Neuropathy Include: Practical yet comprehensive—an accessible
“go-to” reference for clinicians Covers all clinically relevant peripheral neuropathies Clinical Pearls
and Key Points are set off from the text for quick reference Contains clear diagnostic and
management guidelines from expert contributors Structured chapters make it easy to find essential
point-of-care information
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Neurological Differential Diagnosis
John P. Patten, 1996
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: French's Index of Differential Diagnosis,
15th Edition An A-Z Mark T. Kinirons, Harold Ellis, 2011-01-28 For nearly a century, French's Index
of Differential Diagnosis has been unparalleled in providing the clinician with invaluable assistance
in quickly and correctly diagnosing a disease from a whole range of presenting symptoms. Arranged
alphabetically by symptom, the text helps readers identify each presentation, describes the different
diagnoses that it could represent, and explains the signs and tests used to make a diagnosis. Colour
photographs of the highest quality have been included to help aid diagnosis at a glance. Highlights:
Completely updated and revised with contributions from key clinical specialists More than 600
high-quality photographs to aid rapid diagnosis Clear presentation and well-organised text with
alphabetical structure, allowing instant access to information Differential diagnoses presented in
clear lists and tables to aid rapid reference The fifteenth edition of this essential text offers a
succinct and well-illustrated aide-memoire that will be indispensable to trainee and established
doctors in both general and hospital practice, as well as an invaluable reference for medical
students.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Peripheral Neuropathy & Neuropathic
Pain Professor Gérard Said, 2014-09-01 Written by one of the world's leading experts — Professor



Gérard Said MD FRCP, Dpt de Neurologie, Hôpital de la Salpêtrière, Paris, France Peripheral
neuropathy is a common medical condition, the diagnosis of which is often protracted or delayed. It
is not always easy to relate a neuropathy to a specific cause. Many people do not receive a full
diagnosis, their neuropathy often being described as 'idiopathic' or 'cryptogenic'. It is said that in
Europe, one of the most common causes is diabetes mellitus but there are also many other known
potential causes. The difficulty of diagnosis, the limited number of treatment options, a perceived
lack of knowledge of the subject —except in specialised clinics, the number of which are limited —
all add to the difficulties which many neuropathy patients have to face. Another additional problem
for many patients is that once having received a full, or even a partial diagnosis, they are then often
discharged back to their primary healthcare team who, in many instances, know little about this
condition and how it may impact upon their patients' lives. In order to help bridge this gap in
medical knowledge and to give healthcare providers a better understanding of this often distressing
condition, The Neuropathy Trust has commissioned a new book on this complex topic. Written by
one of the world's leading experts on neuropathy, Professor Gérard Said, it is a 'must read' and also
a handy reference book for doctors, nurses, physiotherapists, chiropodists/podiatrists and other
health professionals.As well as covering the anatomy of the nervous system and the basic
pathological processes that may affect the peripheral nerves, the book covers a whole range of
neuropathic conditions. These include, for example, Guillain-Barré syndrome, chronic inflammatory
demyelinating polyneuropathy, vasculitic neuropathies, infectious neuropathies, diabetic and other
metabolic neuropathies, hereditary neuropathies and neuropathies in patients with cancer. Given
the almost explosive increase in diabetes predicted over the coming years and the high incidence of
HIV infections alone, not to mention all the other possible causes of peripheral neuropathy, no
self-respecting medical unit should be without a copy of this new book on their shelves. The author,
Professor Gérard Said, is based in the Department of Neurology at the prestigious Hôpital de la
Salpêtrière in Paris. He has devoted a lifetime to the study of peripheral neuropathy and —
alongside other great neurological names — added much to the world's ever-growing store of
knowledge on this complex but fascinating condition which affects so many individuals.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Peripheral Nerve Stimulation - E-Book
Alaa Abd-Elsayed, Andrea Trescot, 2022-09-03 At last—a single, convenient reference on this
interventional pain management technique, covering all recent advances in this fast-changing field.
Peripheral Nerve Stimulation: A Comprehensive Guide is a one-stop resource offering practical
guidance on performing a wide array of pain-relieving procedures using office-based
ultrasound-guided techniques, fluoroscopy, and more. Concise and user-friendly, this easy-to-use
guide helps physicians deliver safe, accurate, and cost-effective care by demonstrating how to
evaluate the causes of pain, identify the most promising stimulation technique, locate the site with
precision, and provide effective pain relief. - Offers clear guidance on peripheral nerve stimulation
procedures for patients with chronic pain, incorporating all clinically useful imaging modalities. -
Illustrates the anatomical targets for each procedure and the appropriate placement of wireless
micro devices. - Presents information in an easy-to-follow, consistent format: anatomy; diagnosis by
history, exam, imaging, and diagnostic block; indications for PNS; contraindications for PNS; and
techniques. - Provides superb visual guidance with clinically relevant anatomic drawings, color line
drawings, clinical photographs, and ultrasound images. - Discusses the risks and benefits of each
procedure, highlights potential pitfalls, and offers clinical pearls on how to avoid them.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Clues for Differential Diagnosis of
Neuromuscular Disorders Gulden Diniz, 2023-08-22 This book evaluates muscle and nerve biopsies.
It creates a more analytical view of neuromuscular diseases in the light of clinical findings. Diseases
that occur mostly in muscle or nerve tissue may show common clinical findings. Addressing these
two issues together will make it easier to understand the diseases. Neuromuscular diseases, normal
histology, embryology, and physiopathology of muscles and nerves are discussed with a main focus
on differential diagnosis. The book also presents the most cost-effective and easiest-to-follow
algorithms for the differential diagnosis of diseases.



  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Complete Nurse's Guide to Diabetes
Care Belinda B Childs, Marjorie Cypress, Geralyn Spollett, 2017-08-10 The third edition of the
Complete Nurse's Guide to Diabetes Care is a comprehensive resource for all nurses who work with
diabetes patients. Inside, readers will find expert advice on: The evolution of the nurse's roles in
diabetes care and education Recent research on complications and associated diseases Practical
issues, such as the effects of anxiety, depression, and polypharmacy Updated guidelines for nutrition
therapy and physical activity How diabetes affects women, children, and the elderly An extensive
resources section featuring contact information for useful organizations and essential patient care
The Complete Nurses Guide to Diabetes Care, 3rd Edition, gives nurses the tools they need to give
quality care to the person with diabetes.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Peripheral Neuropathies in Clinical
Practice Steven Herskovitz, Stephen Scelsa, Herbert Schaumburg, 2010-02-11 The third,
fully-updated edition of this popular text on disorders of peripheral nerves aims to inform but not
overwhelm. It is a comprehensive yet concise and readable review of clinical evaluation and
management in this rapidly evolving field.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: In a Page Scott Kahan, John J. Raves,
2004 Finally, find all of the information you need to know about a disease, all on one page! In a Page
Surgery is your key to a fast and concise review of vital information. In this innovative one-page
format, you can review etiology/pathophysiology, differential diagnosis, signs and symptoms,
diagnostic evaluation, prognosis, and treatment options for 155 diseases and disorders. Perfect for
medical students -- physician assistants, nurse practitioners and related health professionals will
also find In A Page valuable.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: French's Index of Differential Diagnosis An
A-Z 1 Mark T. Kinirons, Harold Ellis, 2016-03-30 First published in 1912, French's Index of
Differential Diagnosis helps clinicians in the differential diagnosis of any condition which may be
seen in hospital or general practice. Arranged alphabetically by symptom, the text helps readers
identify each presentation, describes the different diagnoses that it could represent, and explains the
tests
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Differential Diagnosis for Physical
Therapists- E-Book Catherine Cavallaro Kellogg, 2006-12-14 NEW! Full-color design, photos, and
illustrations clearly demonstrate pathologies and processes. NEW and UPDATED! Evolve resources
include printable screening tools and checklists, practice test questions, and more to enhance your
learning. NEW! Hot topics keep you informed on rehabbing patients in the dawn or more current
surgeries.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Peripheral Neuropathy - Simona Maria
Carmignano, 2025-08-27 Peripheral neuropathies affect millions worldwide and represent a
significant cause of disability, pain, and reduced quality of life. Spanning a broad spectrum of
etiologies-from compression and trauma to metabolic and autoimmune disorders-these conditions
require precise diagnosis and individualized treatment. This book presents a multidisciplinary
exploration of peripheral nerve disorders, featuring expert contributions from surgeons,
neurologists, radiologists, and researchers. It addresses both the clinical and anatomical complexity
of neuropathies and provides a structured overview of their evaluation and management. Topics
include entrapment neuropathies, such as carpal tunnel syndrome and ilioinguinal nerve
compression, the histopathological underpinnings of nerve damage, and the role of advanced
imaging modalities like ultrasound and MR neurography in diagnosis and intervention. Designed for
clinicians, medical students, and specialists in neurology, radiology, surgery, and rehabilitation, this
volume provides both foundational knowledge and clinical pearls applicable to daily practice. It
combines scientific rigor with practical relevance, providing real-world insights that support more
accurate diagnoses and improved patient outcomes. Whether you are managing chronic nerve pain,
evaluating complex imaging findings, or seeking an updated resource on nerve compression
syndromes, this book offers a comprehensive and current perspective on peripheral nerve health.



  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Differential Diagnosis in Primary Care R.
Douglas Collins, 2012-01-19 This text offers students, residents, and practitioners a systematic
approach to differential diagnosis of symptoms and signs seen by primary care physicians. The text
is organized by symptoms and signs and into categories—pain, mass, bloody discharge, non-bloody
discharge, functional changes, and abnormal laboratory results—and shows readers how to use their
basic science knowledge to identify the possible causes of each symptom. The text provides
information on the procedures and laboratory tests that need to be included in the workup. Features
include: • Case presentations in quiz format; • New Appendix C which includes Tips for a more
Comprehensive History and Physical Examination and Special Examination Techniques for Common
Symptoms; • New section Diseases within a Disease (Stroke, Pneumonia, CHF, COPD, Cirrhosis,
Peptic Ulcer, Pulmonary Fibrosis, Pericarditis, Myocardopathy, UTI, Renal Calculus, Gall Stones,
Hemorrhoids, Thrombophlebitis, Malabsorption Syndrome, Fractures, Diabetes); • Newer diagnostic
tests such as Troponin for MI's and D-Dimer for Pulmonary Emboli; • Solution site containing fully
searchable text.
  differential diagnosis for peripheral neuropathy: Diagnostic Imaging: Spine - E-Book Jeffrey
S. Ross, Kevin R. Moore, 2025-05-16 Covering the entire spectrum of this fast-changing field,
Diagnostic Imaging: Spine, fifth edition, is an invaluable resource for general radiologists,
neuroradiologists, and trainees―anyone who requires an easily accessible, highly visual reference
on today's spinal imaging. Drs. Jeffrey Ross, Kevin Moore, and their team of highly regarded experts
provide updated information on disease identification and imaging techniques to help you make
informed decisions at the point of care. The text is image-rich, with succinct bullets that quickly
convey details, and includes the latest literature references, making it a useful learning tool as well
as a handy reference for daily practice. - Serves as a one-stop resource for key concepts and
information on radiologic imaging and interpretation of the spine, neck, and central nervous system -
Contains six robust sections, each beginning with normal imaging anatomy and covering all aspects
of this challenging field: Congenital and Genetic Disorders, Trauma, Degenerative Diseases and
Arthritides, Infection and Inflammatory Disorders, Peripheral Nerve and Plexus, and Spine
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