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Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare: A Timeless Exploration of Mistaken
Identity and Hilarious Chaos

comedy of errors by william shakespeare is one of the Bard’s earliest and
most energetic plays, packed with witty banter, misunderstandings, and a
whirlwind of mistaken identities. This farcical comedy has entertained
audiences for centuries with its slapstick humor and intricate plot,
showcasing Shakespeare’s mastery in blending humor with human themes. Whether
you’re a seasoned Shakespeare aficionado or new to his works, diving into
this play offers a delightful glimpse into the genius of Elizabethan comedy.

Unpacking Comedy of Errors by William
Shakespeare

At its core, Comedy of Errors is a fast-paced, laugh-out-loud story revolving
around two sets of identical twins separated at birth. The confusion that
ensues when they unknowingly cross paths in the same city leads to a cascade
of comedic situations that highlight themes of identity, family, and fate.

The Plot: Twins, Mix-ups, and Mayhem

The narrative follows Antipholus of Syracuse and his servant Dromio of
Syracuse, who arrive in Ephesus, unaware that their identical twins,
Antipholus of Ephesus and Dromio of Ephesus, live there. The identical
appearances of the two pairs lead to a series of mistaken identities,
wrongful beatings, accusations of infidelity, theft, and madness—all
culminating in a climax where the truth is finally revealed, and the family
is reunited.

This whirlwind of errors is a classic example of Shakespeare’s use of
farce—relying on physical comedy and rapid-fire misunderstandings to keep the
audience both engaged and entertained.

Why Comedy of Errors Stands Out in
Shakespeare’s Body of Work

Shakespeare’s plays often explore complex human emotions and societal issues,
but Comedy of Errors is delightfully light-hearted and accessible. It stands
out because:

It’s Shakespeare’s shortest play: With a brisk runtime, it’s perfect for
those new to the language or theater.

Mastery of slapstick and wordplay: The physical comedy and puns create



an energetic rhythm that keeps audiences laughing.

Exploration of identity and family ties: Despite the humor, the play
touches on profound themes of kinship and reconciliation.

Universal appeal: The confusion and comedy of mistaken identity resonate
across cultures and eras.

A Play That Pioneered Shakespeare’s Comedic Style

Many scholars consider Comedy of Errors to be an early experiment in
Shakespeare’s comedic style. It borrows elements from Roman playwright
Plautus’s works, especially the play “Menaechmi,” but Shakespeare’s version
adds richer characterization and heightened dramatic tension. This play
helped pave the way for later comedies like “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and
“Twelfth Night,” which balance humor with romance and deeper philosophical
questions.

Characters That Drive the Chaos

The charm of Comedy of Errors lies not just in the plot but in the vibrant
characters who bring it to life. Each character adds a unique flavor to the
unfolding drama.

Antipholus of Syracuse & Antipholus of Ephesus

The twin brothers are at the heart of the mistaken identity theme. Their
identical looks spark confusion, but their contrasting personalities—one a
stranger in a foreign city and the other a local figure—create engaging
tension.

Dromio of Syracuse & Dromio of Ephesus

The servants mirror their masters’ confusion and add layers of comedy through
witty exchanges and physical humor. Their miscommunications often escalate
the misunderstandings, contributing to some of the play’s funniest moments.

Adriana and Luciana

Antipholus of Ephesus’s wife, Adriana, and her sister Luciana provide
emotional depth to the farce. Adriana’s jealousy and Luciana’s reasoned
counsel balance the chaos with relatable human reactions to the bizarre
events.



Other Notable Characters

Characters such as the Courtesan and the Jailor add to the comedic mix and
help move the plot forward with surprises and unexpected twists.

Thematic Insights in Comedy of Errors by
William Shakespeare

While the play is primarily designed to entertain, it subtly explores several
themes that give it enduring relevance.

Identity and Confusion

The confusion caused by identical appearances pushes the idea of identity
beyond physical looks. The play invites audiences to consider what truly
defines a person—appearance, actions, or relationships.

Family and Reunion

At its heart, Comedy of Errors is about the restoration of family bonds. The
eventual reunion of the twins and their parents reinforces themes of
forgiveness and the joy of rediscovery.

Fate and Coincidence

The play leans heavily on chance encounters and fate’s hand in human lives,
reflecting Elizabethan beliefs about destiny and the unpredictability of
life.

Performing and Enjoying Comedy of Errors Today

Comedy of Errors remains a favorite among theater companies worldwide because
its humor is timeless and its structure allows for creative staging.

Tips for Watching or Reading the Play

Focus on the language: Shakespeare’s clever wordplay and puns are key to
much of the humor.

Pay attention to physical comedy: Visual gags and slapstick moments add
an extra layer of fun.

Keep track of characters: Since twins are identical, following who’s who



enhances the enjoyment.

Consider the historical context: Understanding Elizabethan society can
enrich appreciation of the play’s themes.

Modern Adaptations and Influence

The influence of Comedy of Errors extends beyond the stage. It has inspired
numerous films, TV shows, and literary works that explore themes of mistaken
identity. Directors often experiment with setting and interpretation,
sometimes placing the story in contemporary environments while maintaining
Shakespeare’s original text.

Why Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare
Remains Relevant

In today’s fast-paced, often confusing world, Comedy of Errors resonates
because it captures the chaos and humor inherent in human misunderstandings.
Its exploration of identity is particularly poignant in an age where
questions about who we are and how we present ourselves are more relevant
than ever.

Moreover, the play’s ability to blend lighthearted comedy with meaningful
themes is a testament to Shakespeare’s enduring genius. Whether performed on
stage or read quietly, Comedy of Errors continues to inspire laughter and
reflection, reminding us that sometimes, life’s biggest mistakes can lead to
the most joyous reunions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Comedy of Errors'
by William Shakespeare?

The central theme of 'The Comedy of Errors' is mistaken identity, which leads
to a series of comedic misunderstandings and confusion.

How many sets of twins are featured in 'The Comedy of
Errors'?

'The Comedy of Errors' features two sets of identical twins: Antipholus of
Syracuse and Antipholus of Ephesus, as well as their servants, both named
Dromio.

What genre does 'The Comedy of Errors' belong to?

'The Comedy of Errors' is a farcical comedy, known for its slapstick humor
and fast-paced plot driven by mistaken identities.



When was 'The Comedy of Errors' first performed?

It is believed that 'The Comedy of Errors' was first performed in 1594,
making it one of Shakespeare’s earliest plays.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The
Comedy of Errors'?

The play is set in the ancient city of Ephesus, which is significant because
its laws and social customs drive the plot’s conflicts and misunderstandings.

How does Shakespeare use the theme of family in 'The
Comedy of Errors'?

Shakespeare explores themes of family reunion and separation, as the twin
brothers and their servants are separated at birth and ultimately reunited by
the play’s end.

What role do the servants named Dromio play in the
play?

The Dromios provide comic relief through their witty dialogue and physical
comedy, and their mistaken identities further complicate the plot.

Why is 'The Comedy of Errors' considered one of
Shakespeare’s shortest plays?

The play is concise with a fast-moving plot and minimal subplots, making it
one of Shakespeare’s shortest and most tightly constructed comedies.

Additional Resources
Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare: An In-Depth Exploration of
Shakespeare’s Earliest Farce

comedy of errors by william shakespeare stands as one of the Bard’s most
energetic and intricately woven early plays, a work that continues to
captivate audiences with its rapid-fire humor, mistaken identities, and
tightly constructed plot. Often celebrated as Shakespeare’s shortest and one
of his earliest comedies, this play delivers a masterclass in farce and
slapstick comedy, while also offering deeper themes relating to family,
identity, and human folly. As contemporary theater and literary critics
revisit the text, the enduring appeal and historical context of Comedy of
Errors by William Shakespeare reveal much about Elizabethan drama and its
influence on modern comedic storytelling.

Historical Context and Origins

Comedy of Errors was likely written in the early 1590s, making it one of
Shakespeare’s first forays into the comedy genre. The play is heavily
inspired by classical Roman comedy, particularly the works of Plautus, such



as *Menaechmi* and *Amphitruo*. This classical source material explains the
play’s reliance on mistaken identities and twin confusions—hallmarks of Roman
farce.

The setting in the ancient city of Ephesus, a cultural crossroads in the
Mediterranean, provided Shakespeare with an exotic backdrop to amplify the
chaos and misunderstandings. This geographical choice also reflects
Elizabethan England’s fascination with foreign locales and the unknown,
enhancing the comedic tension and audience engagement.

Plot Overview and Structural Analysis

At the heart of Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare lies a labyrinthine
plot involving two sets of identical twins separated at birth: the Antipholus
brothers and their servants, both named Dromio. The arrival of one pair in
Ephesus, where the other resides, triggers a series of misunderstandings,
wrongful accusations, and comedic mishaps.

The play’s tight pacing is remarkable; Shakespeare compresses multiple layers
of confusion into just five acts, maintaining a breathless rhythm that keeps
the audience on edge. The use of twins serves not only as a comedic device
but also as a structural lens through which themes of identity and
recognition are explored.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Antipholus of Syracuse: The twin brother who arrives in Ephesus
searching for his lost sibling.

Antipholus of Ephesus: The resident twin unknowingly mistaken for his
brother.

Dromio of Syracuse: Servant to Antipholus of Syracuse, equally entangled
in confusion.

Dromio of Ephesus: Servant to Antipholus of Ephesus, whose identical
appearance adds to the chaos.

Adriana: Wife of Antipholus of Ephesus, who becomes frustrated with the
misunderstandings.

Emilia: Adriana’s sister, who plays a pivotal role in the resolution.

These characters are carefully constructed to embody archetypes of
Elizabethan comedy, yet Shakespeare injects subtle nuances that allow for
emotional moments amidst the farce.

Thematic Elements and Literary Devices

While Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare is foremost a comedy, it is



underpinned by rich thematic concerns that resonate beyond its humorous
surface.

Identity and Confusion

Mistaken identity is the central motif, serving as both a source of humor and
a philosophical inquiry into what defines the self. The twins’ physical
indistinguishability raises questions about individuality and perception. The
play probes how identity is tied to social roles and personal relationships,
a concept that retains relevance in contemporary discussions of identity
politics.

Family and Reunion

Underlying the comedic chaos is a poignant narrative of familial separation
and reunion. The eventual reconciliation of the twin brothers and their
servants underscores themes of forgiveness and restoration. Shakespeare’s
treatment of family bonds as both fragile and resilient adds emotional weight
to the farcical proceedings.

Social Commentary

The play lightly satirizes aspects of law, commerce, and marriage in
Elizabethan society. Characters such as the goldsmith and the courtesan
introduce subplots that highlight social tensions and economic anxieties,
enriching the comedy with social critique.

Performance History and Modern Adaptations

Comedy of Errors has enjoyed a rich performance history, from its early
stagings in the Globe Theatre to contemporary reinterpretations in various
media. The play’s physical comedy and fast-paced dialogue make it a favorite
for theatrical companies seeking dynamic audience engagement.

Notable Productions

Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC): Their 2007 production emphasized the
play’s slapstick elements while exploring emotional depth.

Film Adaptations: The 1986 film adaptation brought the play to a wider
audience, highlighting its universal themes.

Modern Reimaginings: Contemporary adaptations have set the play in
diverse cultural contexts, reflecting its adaptability.

The flexibility of Comedy of Errors for reinterpretation testifies to its



structural solidity and thematic universality.

Comparative Analysis with Other Shakespearean
Comedies

When compared with Shakespeare’s later comedies such as *Twelfth Night* or *A
Midsummer Night’s Dream*, Comedy of Errors appears more straightforward in
plot but no less complex in its thematic undertones.

Length and Complexity: At roughly 1,700 lines, it is notably shorter
than Shakespeare’s other comedies, favoring rapid plot development over
lyrical exploration.

Use of Farce: It leans more heavily on farce and mistaken identity than
the romantic and poetic elements found in plays like *As You Like It*.

Character Development: Characters are more archetypal, emphasizing
situational comedy rather than deep psychological insight.

These distinctions highlight Shakespeare’s experimentation with genre and
style during his early career.

Language and Humor: The Mechanics of Comedy

Shakespeare’s linguistic prowess shines in this play through witty wordplay,
puns, and rapid exchanges. The humor often arises from misunderstandings,
physical comedy, and ironic situations, demonstrating Shakespeare’s ability
to blend verbal and visual comedy.

For example, the repeated confusion over the identical Dromios provides a
continuous source of comic relief, while the play’s brisk pace ensures that
the audience remains engaged without losing track of the complex plot.

The use of prose rather than verse in many sections aligns with the play’s
comic tone, making the language accessible and enhancing the naturalistic
feel of the dialogue.

Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare remains an essential study in comedic
timing, structural economy, and thematic layering. Its enduring popularity is
a testament to Shakespeare’s ingenuity in crafting a narrative that balances
frivolity with insight, inviting audiences and readers alike to revel in the
chaos of human error and the joy of reconciliation.
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  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: Comedy of errors William Shakespeare, 1903
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors by William
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Shakespeare - Delphi Classics (Illustrated) William Shakespeare, 2017-07-17 This eBook
features the unabridged text of ‘The Comedy of Errors’ from the bestselling edition of ‘The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare’. Having established their name as the leading publisher of classic
literature and art, Delphi Classics produce publications that are individually crafted with superior
formatting, while introducing many rare texts for the first time in digital print. The Delphi Classics
edition of Shakespeare includes original annotations and illustrations relating to the life and works
of the author, as well as individual tables of contents, allowing you to navigate eBooks quickly and
easily. eBook features: * The complete unabridged text of ‘The Comedy of Errors’ * Beautifully
illustrated with images related to Shakespeare’s works * Individual contents table, allowing easy
navigation around the eBook * Excellent formatting of the textPlease visit www.delphiclassics.com to
learn more about our wide range of titles
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
2013-04-01 Two sets of identical twins provide the basis for ongoing incidents of mistaken identity,
within a lively plot of quarrels, arrests, and a grand courtroom denouement. One of Shakespeare's
earliest dramatic efforts, the play abounds in his trademark conceits, puns, and other forms of
fanciful wordplay, foreshadowing his later and greater comedies.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy Of Errors William Shakespeare,
2022-10-12 Reproduction of the original.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors William
Shakespeare, 1899
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare
Annotated William Shakespeare, 2020-07-27 Egeon, a merchant of Syracuse, is condemned to death
in Ephesus for violating the ban against travel between the two rival cities. As he is led to his
execution, he tells the Ephesian Duke, Solinus, that he has come to Syracuse in search of his wife
and one of his twin sons, who were separated from him 25 years ago in a shipwreck. The other twin,
who grew up with Egeon, is also traveling the world in search of the missing half of their family.
(The twins, we learn, are identical, and each has an identical twin slave named Dromio.) The Duke is
so moved by this story that he grants Egeon a day to raise the thousand-mark ransom that would be
necessary to save his life. Meanwhile, unknown to Egeon, his son Antipholus of Syracuse (and
Antipholus' slave Dromio) is also visiting Ephesus--where Antipholus' missing twin, known as
Antipholus of Ephesus, is a prosperous citizen of the city. Adriana, Antipholus of Ephesus' wife,
mistakes Antipholus of Syracuse for her husband and drags him home for dinner, leaving Dromio of
Syracuse to stand guard at the door and admit no one. Shortly thereafter, Antipholus of Ephesus
(with his slave Dromio of Ephesus) returns home and is refused entry to his own house. Meanwhile,
Antipholus of Syracuse has fallen in love with Luciana, Adriana's sister, who is appalled at the
behavior of the man she thinks is her brother-in-law.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
2004-02-26 The New Cambridge Shakespeare appeals to students worldwide for its up-to-date
scholarship and emphasis on performance. The series features line-by-line commentaries and textual
notes on the plays and poems. Introductions are regularly refreshed with accounts of new critical,
stage and screen interpretations. For this second edition of The Comedy of Errors, Ros King has
revised T. S. Dorsch's renowned text and commentary and written a completely new introduction to
the work. She argues that the play cannot be regarded merely as a farcical romp based on a classical
model but that it belongs to the critically misunderstood genre of tragi-comedy. Emphasising the
seriousness that underlies the text, she pays special attention to the play's religious imagery and at
the same time engages fully with its lightness of touch and its continuing popularity in the theatre.
The volume also features accounts of recent and historical performances, and an updated reading
list.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
SparkNotes, 2018-05-30 This No Fear Shakespeare ebook gives you the complete text of The
Comedy of Errorsand an easy-to-understand translation. Each No Fear Shakespeare contains The



complete text of the original play!--?XML:NAMESPACE PREFIX = O /-- A line-by-line translation that
puts Shakespeare into everyday language A complete list of characters with descriptions Plenty of
helpful commentary
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
2019-12-15 The Comedy of Errors is one of William Shakespeare's early plays. It is his shortest and
one of his most farcical comedies, with a major part of the humour coming from slapstick and
mistaken identity, in addition to puns and word play. The Comedy of Errors is, along with The
Tempest, one of only two Shakespearean plays to observe the Aristotelian principle of unity of
time-that is, that the events of a play should occur over 24 hours. It has been adapted for opera,
stage, screen and musical theatre numerous times worldwide. In the centuries following its
premiere, the play's title has entered the popular English lexicon as an idiom for an event or series
of events made ridiculous by the number of errors that were made throughout. Set in the Greek city
of Ephesus, The Comedy of Errors tells the story of two sets of identical twins who were accidentally
separated at birth. Antipholus of Syracuse and his servant, Dromio of Syracuse, arrive in Ephesus,
which turns out to be the home of their twin brothers, Antipholus of Ephesus and his servant,
Dromio of Ephesus. When the Syracusans encounter the friends and families of their twins, a series
of wild mishaps based on mistaken identities lead to wrongful beatings, a near-seduction, the arrest
of Antipholus of Ephesus, and false accusations of infidelity, theft, madness, and demonic
possession. ----------------- A Comedy of Errors is Shakespeare's shortest play yet one of his most
popular comedies. Here is a new modern-spelling edition, based on the 1623 Folio text with on-page
commentary and notes that explain meaning, staging, language and allusions. A detailed and
informative introduction describes the play's first performance at Gray's Inn in December 1594, its
multiple sources and its uneven critical and theatrical history. Appendices include the complete text
of the play's main source, Plautus' Menaechmi, and extracts from Gesta Grayorum and the Geneva
Bible. Illustrated with production photographs and related art, this edition vividly brings to life
Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors. Not simply a better text but a new conception of Shakespeare. This
is a major achievement of twentieth-century scholarship.--Times Literary Supplement -----------------
About the Author William Shakespeare (1564-1616) was a poet, playwright, and actor who is widely
regarded as one of the most influential writers in the history of the English language. Often referred
to as the Bard of Avon, Shakespeare's vast body of work includes comedic, tragic, and historical
plays; poems; and 154 sonnets. His dramatic works have been translated into every major language
and are performed more often than those of any other playwright. ----------------- Synopsis The Comedy
of Errors tells the story of two sets of identical twins. Antipholus of Syracuse and his servant, Dromio
of Syracuse, arrive in Ephesus, which turns out to be the home of their twin brothers, Antipholus of
Ephesus and his servant, Dromio of Ephesus. When the Syracusans encounter the friends and
families of their twins, a series of wild mishaps based on mistaken identities lead to wrongful
beatings, a near-incestuous seduction, the arrest of Antipholus of Ephesus, and accusations of
infidelity, theft, madness, and demonic possession.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: Shakespeare's The Comedy of Errors William
Shakespeare, 1895
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
2014-07-05 The Comedy of Errors is one of William Shakespeare's early plays. It is his shortest and
one of his most farcical comedies, with a major part of the humour coming from slapstick and
mistaken identity, in addition to puns and word play. The Comedy of Errors (along with The
Tempest) is one of only two of Shakespeare's plays to observe the classical unities. It has been
adapted for opera, stage, screen and musical theatre.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors ,
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
2015-11-24 Identical twins separated at birth provides the foundation for humour in one of
Shakespeare's earlier plays. The young twin sons of Egeon, alongside another set of young twin
boys, purchased as slaves, are lost to one another during a tempest at sea. As each searches for the



other, the stage is set for a romp that revolves around mistaken identity, physical mishaps, and the
comedy of errors referenced in the title.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors by William
Shakespeare(Annotated Edition) William Shakespeare, 2021-06-02 Shakespeare's The Comedy of
Errors is the slapstick farce of his youth. In it, the lost twin sons of the old merchant Egeon-both
named Antipholus-find themselves in Ephesus, without either one even knowing of the other's
existence. Meanwhile, Egeon has arrived in search of the son he thinks is still alive-and has been
sentenced to death for the crime of being from Syracuse. To add to the confusion, the two
Antipholuses have twin servants, both named Dromio. As the four men unwittingly encounter each
other, the play is crammed with wildly escalating misunderstandings before the truth emerges and
Egeon is pardoned. Shakespeare bases his story on Plautus's Menaechmi, a play about identical
twins who accidentally meet after a lifetime apart. He borrows from another Plautus play by having
Adriana, the wife of one Antipholus, entertain the other. The spirited Adriana often gives speeches
evoking strong emotions-as do other characters at times. Even here, Shakespeare suggests
complexities beyond the farce.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors William Shakespeare,
1977 I feel that I have spent half my career with one or another Pelican Shakespeare in my back
pocket. Convenience, however, is the least important aspect of the new Pelican Shakespeare series.
Here is an elegant and clear text for either the study or the rehearsal room, notes where you need
them and the distinguished scholarship of the general editors, Stephen Orgel and A. R. Braunmuller
who understand that these are plays for performance as well as great texts for contemplation.
(Patrick Stewart) The distinguished Pelican Shakespeare series, which has sold more than four
million copies, is now completely revised and repackaged. Each volume features: * Authoritative,
reliable texts * High quality introductions and notes * New, more readable trade trim size * An essay
on the theatrical world of Shakespeare and essays on Shakespeare's life and the selection of texts
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy Of Errors By William Shakespeare
William Shakespeare, 2021-08-24 Shakespeare's The Comedy of Errors is the slapstick farce of his
youth. In it, the lost twin sons of the old merchant Egeon--both named Antipholus--find themselves in
Ephesus, without either one even knowing of the other's existence. Meanwhile, Egeon has arrived in
search of the son he thinks is still alive--and has been sentenced to death for the crime of being from
Syracuse. To add to the confusion, the two Antipholuses have twin servants, both named Dromio. As
the four men unwittingly encounter each other, the play is crammed with wildly escalating
misunderstandings before the truth emerges and Egeon is pardoned. Shakespeare bases his story on
Plautus's Menaechmi, a play about identical twins who accidentally meet after a lifetime apart. He
borrows from another Plautus play by having Adriana, the wife of one Antipholus, entertain the
other. The spirited Adriana often gives speeches evoking strong emotions--as do other characters at
times. Even here, Shakespeare suggests complexities beyond the farce.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors by William Shakespeare
:Illustrated Edition William Shakespeare, 2021-06-16 Shakespeare's The Comedy of Errors is the
slapstick farce of his youth. In it, the lost twin sons of the old merchant Egeon--both named
Antipholus--find themselves in Ephesus, without either one even knowing of the other's existence.
Meanwhile, Egeon has arrived in search of the son he thinks is still alive--and has been sentenced to
death for the crime of being from Syracuse. To add to the confusion, the two Antipholuses have twin
servants, both named Dromio. As the four men unwittingly encounter each other, the play is
crammed with wildly escalating misunderstandings before the truth emerges and Egeon is
pardoned. Shakespeare bases his story on Plautus's Menaechmi, a play about identical twins who
accidentally meet after a lifetime apart. He borrows from another Plautus play by having Adriana,
the wife of one Antipholus, entertain the other. The spirited Adriana often gives speeches evoking
strong emotions--as do other characters at times. Even here, Shakespeare suggests complexities
beyond the farce.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors Illustrated William



Shakespeare, 2021-01-12 The Comedy of Errors is one of William Shakespeare's early plays. It is his
shortest and one of his most farcical comedies, with a major part of the humour coming from
slapstick and mistaken identity, in addition to puns and word play.
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors(illustrated) william
shakespeare, 2018-08-22 The Comedy of Errors tells the story of two sets of identical twins.
Antipholus of Syracuse and his servant, Dromio of Syracuse, arrive in Ephesus, which turns out to be
the home of their twin brothers, Antipholus of Ephesus and his servant, Dromio of Ephesus. When
the Syracusans encounter the friends and families of their twins, a series of wild mishaps based on
mistaken identities lead to wrongful beatings, a near-incestuous seduction, the arrest of Antipholus...
  comedy of errors by william shakespeare: Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors William
Shakespeare, 2016-05-16 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and
is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
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