
what is sovereignty in politics
**Understanding Sovereignty in Politics: A Deep Dive**

what is sovereignty in politics is a question that touches the very core of
how nations and governments function. At its essence, sovereignty refers to
the ultimate authority within a territory, the power that allows a state or
governing body to make and enforce laws without external interference.
However, sovereignty is more than just a legal or political concept; it
reflects the autonomy, independence, and legitimacy of governance in the
modern world. Let’s explore what sovereignty means in politics, its different
dimensions, and why it remains a pivotal idea in international relations and
domestic governance.

Defining Sovereignty in Politics

At its simplest, sovereignty is the supreme power or authority that a state
exercises over its territory and population. It means that the state has the
final say in making decisions, enforcing laws, and governing its people. This
authority is recognized internally by citizens and externally by other states
and international bodies.

The concept dates back centuries, but it gained particular prominence with
the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, which ended the Thirty Years’ War in
Europe. This treaty established the principles of territorial integrity and
non-interference, laying the foundation for the modern nation-state system.
Since then, sovereignty has been a cornerstone of political theory and
international law.

Internal vs. External Sovereignty

To fully grasp what is sovereignty in politics, it is helpful to distinguish
between two key aspects:

- **Internal sovereignty** refers to the authority a government has over its
own people and institutions. It includes the power to create laws, maintain
order, collect taxes, and administer justice within the state’s borders.

- **External sovereignty** relates to a state’s independence and recognition
on the international stage. This means the state is free from external
control or domination, able to engage in diplomacy, enter treaties, and
participate in global organizations.

Both dimensions are crucial. A state might have strong internal control but
lack international recognition, or vice versa, which can complicate its



sovereignty status.

The Evolution of Sovereignty in Political
Thought

Sovereignty has evolved alongside political systems and philosophies. Early
political thinkers like Jean Bodin emphasized sovereignty as absolute and
indivisible power held by a monarch or ruling authority. Later, social
contract theorists such as Thomas Hobbes and John Locke introduced the idea
that sovereignty derives from the consent of the governed, laying the
groundwork for democratic principles.

In the 20th and 21st centuries, sovereignty has faced new challenges due to
globalization, supranational organizations like the European Union, and
international human rights norms. These developments have blurred the
traditional understanding of absolute sovereignty, leading to debates about
shared sovereignty, pooled sovereignty, and conditional sovereignty.

The Impact of Globalization on Sovereignty

Globalization has interconnected economies, cultures, and governments more
than ever before. This interconnectedness pressures states to cooperate and
sometimes cede parts of their sovereign powers to international bodies or
agreements. For example:

- Trade agreements often require states to align their laws with
international standards.
- Environmental accords may limit domestic policies to address global
concerns.
- International courts can challenge national decisions on human rights or
war crimes.

These dynamics suggest that sovereignty today is less about absolute control
and more about managing complex relationships between national interests and
global responsibilities.

Types of Sovereignty in Politics

Sovereignty is not a one-size-fits-all concept; political scientists and
theorists categorize it in various ways to better understand its nuances.



Popular Sovereignty

Popular sovereignty is the principle that the authority of the government is
created and sustained by the consent of its people, typically through elected
representatives. This idea is fundamental to democratic systems, where power
ultimately rests with the citizens rather than a monarch or ruling elite.

Legal Sovereignty

Legal sovereignty focuses on the source of legitimate authority within a
state’s constitution or legal framework. It determines which institution or
body holds the ultimate law-making power, such as a parliament, monarch, or
constitutional court.

Political Sovereignty

Political sovereignty deals with actual control over political decisions and
governance. Sometimes, this can differ from legal sovereignty when, for
example, power is exercised by political actors who may not hold formal
constitutional authority.

Why Sovereignty Matters in Contemporary
Politics

Understanding what is sovereignty in politics is essential because it shapes
how states interact with each other and how governments maintain order
internally. Here are some reasons sovereignty remains crucial today:

- **Preserving national identity and independence:** Sovereignty protects a
nation’s ability to decide its own path without undue influence.
- **Maintaining law and order:** Sovereign authority ensures laws are created
and enforced within a territory, providing stability.
- **International relations and diplomacy:** Sovereign states engage in
treaties, alliances, and negotiations as equal participants.
- **Conflict and resolution:** Sovereignty is often at the heart of disputes,
whether over territorial claims, self-determination movements, or foreign
intervention.

Challenges to Sovereignty in the Modern Era

While sovereignty remains a fundamental principle, it faces several modern
challenges:



- **Supranational organizations:** Entities like the United Nations or the
European Union require member states to share or limit aspects of their
sovereignty for collective benefits.
- **Humanitarian intervention:** Debates continue over when it’s acceptable
for one state or international coalition to intervene in another’s affairs,
especially to prevent human rights abuses.
- **Decentralization and federalism:** Some countries divide sovereignty
between central and regional governments, complicating the idea of a single
sovereign authority.
- **Cyber sovereignty:** The rise of the digital age raises new questions
about how states control information and cyberspace within their borders.

How Sovereignty Influences Governance and
Policy-Making

Sovereignty directly affects how governments design policies and govern their
populations. When a state exercises sovereignty effectively, it can:

- Enact laws that reflect the values and needs of its people.
- Control its borders and immigration policies.
- Manage natural resources and economic policies.
- Protect national security and public safety.

However, sovereignty also means that states must balance their authority with
respect for international law and the rights of other nations, especially in
an interconnected world.

Tips for Understanding Sovereignty in Political
Contexts

- Always consider the context: Sovereignty can mean different things
depending on historical, cultural, and political backgrounds.
- Look at both internal and external dimensions: A state’s sovereignty isn’t
just about its internal power but also its international standing.
- Recognize evolving concepts: Be aware that sovereignty adapts to global
changes and new political realities.
- Analyze case studies: Examining real-world examples, such as the
sovereignty debates in Brexit or Palestinian statehood, can provide practical
insights.

Exploring what is sovereignty in politics is a journey into the heart of
power, governance, and international relations. It reveals how states assert
their independence, navigate complex global challenges, and strive to
maintain their identity and authority in an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is sovereignty in politics?
Sovereignty in politics refers to the supreme authority within a territory,
allowing a state or governing body to make and enforce laws without external
interference.

Why is sovereignty important in political systems?
Sovereignty is important because it establishes the legitimacy and
independence of a state, ensuring it can govern itself and make decisions
free from external control.

What are the different types of sovereignty?
The main types of sovereignty include internal sovereignty (authority over
citizens), external sovereignty (independence from other states), popular
sovereignty (power vested in the people), and legal sovereignty (authority
defined by law).

How does popular sovereignty differ from state
sovereignty?
Popular sovereignty means that political power resides with the people, who
delegate authority to leaders, whereas state sovereignty refers to the
state's ultimate authority within its territory.

Can sovereignty be limited or shared?
Yes, sovereignty can be limited or shared through mechanisms like federalism,
supranational organizations (e.g., the EU), or international treaties, where
states agree to cede some authority for collective benefits.

What role does sovereignty play in international
relations?
In international relations, sovereignty protects states from external
interference, allowing them to control their own affairs, but it also
requires respect for other states’ sovereignty to maintain peaceful
coexistence.

How has globalization affected the concept of
sovereignty?
Globalization has challenged traditional sovereignty by increasing
interdependence among states, leading to more cooperation and sometimes



limiting absolute national control in favor of international norms and
agreements.

What is the difference between de jure and de facto
sovereignty?
De jure sovereignty refers to legal and recognized authority over a
territory, while de facto sovereignty is actual control exercised over a
territory, regardless of legal recognition.

How does sovereignty relate to statehood?
Sovereignty is a fundamental attribute of statehood; a state must have
sovereignty to be considered an independent political entity capable of
governing itself.

Can sovereignty be challenged or revoked?
Sovereignty can be challenged through invasion, occupation, or intervention
by other states, and in some cases, international bodies may impose
conditions that limit a state's sovereignty.

Additional Resources
**Understanding Sovereignty in Politics: A Comprehensive Analysis**

what is sovereignty in politics is a fundamental question that lies at the
heart of international relations and political theory. Sovereignty, in
essence, refers to the supreme authority within a territory, the capacity of
a state to govern itself without external interference. This concept, while
seemingly straightforward, encompasses a complex array of legal, political,
and philosophical dimensions that have evolved over centuries. Exploring
sovereignty involves delving into its definitions, types, historical context,
and contemporary challenges in an increasingly interconnected world.

The Concept of Sovereignty: Defining Political
Authority

At its core, sovereignty denotes the ultimate power held by a political
entity to make decisions and enforce laws within its borders. It implies
independence and autonomy, enabling a state to control its domestic affairs
and conduct foreign relations. The principle of sovereignty is a cornerstone
of the modern nation-state system, underpinning the legitimacy of governments
and the international order established by treaties such as the Peace of
Westphalia in 1648.



Types of Sovereignty

Sovereignty is often categorized into several forms, each highlighting
different aspects of political authority:

Internal Sovereignty: Refers to the state's exclusive authority over its
population and territory, including law-making, enforcement, and
administration.

External Sovereignty: Denotes recognition by other states and the
ability to engage in diplomatic relations and treaties without external
domination.

Popular Sovereignty: Emphasizes that ultimate political power resides
with the people rather than a monarch or ruling elite, a principle
foundational to democracy.

Legal Sovereignty: Pertains to the formal legal recognition of
sovereignty, often codified in constitutions and international law.

Historical Evolution of Sovereignty

The concept of sovereignty has its roots in European political thought,
emerging prominently during the Renaissance and the early modern period. The
Treaty of Westphalia marked a turning point by establishing the norm that
states should not interfere in each other’s domestic affairs, thereby
institutionalizing state sovereignty.

Philosophers like Jean Bodin, Thomas Hobbes, and John Locke contributed to
the theoretical foundations of sovereignty. Bodin introduced the idea of
absolute sovereignty, where the sovereign possesses unchallengeable
authority. Hobbes elaborated on this by advocating for a social contract
where individuals surrender some freedoms to a sovereign for security and
order. Locke, conversely, argued for limited sovereignty, emphasizing natural
rights and government accountability.

Sovereignty in the Contemporary Political
Landscape

In today’s globalized world, the traditional notion of absolute sovereignty
faces significant challenges. International organizations, transnational
corporations, and supranational entities like the European Union complicate
the clear-cut exercise of sovereign power.



Globalization and Sovereignty

Globalization has blurred the boundaries of sovereignty by increasing
interdependence among states. Economic integration, cross-border
communication, and international law have introduced constraints on
unilateral state action. For example, membership in the World Trade
Organization (WTO) requires states to adhere to agreed-upon trade rules that
limit protectionist policies.

Moreover, global issues such as climate change, terrorism, and pandemics
necessitate cooperative governance, often reducing the scope of absolute
sovereignty. States must balance their sovereign interests with collective
responsibilities, leading to debates over sovereignty’s flexibility.

Challenges from Supranational Institutions

Entities like the United Nations and the European Union represent new models
of shared sovereignty. The EU, in particular, requires member states to cede
portions of their sovereignty in areas such as monetary policy and regulatory
standards to achieve greater integration. This pooling of sovereignty
generates tension between national governments and supranational bodies,
raising questions about democratic accountability and national identity.

Legal Instruments and Sovereignty

International law codifies principles of sovereignty but also imposes
obligations that can limit absolute control. The United Nations Charter
enshrines the respect for sovereign equality but allows for intervention
under specific circumstances, such as threats to international peace. The
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine exemplifies this tension,
legitimizing humanitarian interventions that override traditional notions of
non-interference.

Key Features That Define Sovereignty in
Politics

Understanding sovereignty requires recognition of its essential
characteristics:

Supremacy: Sovereignty implies ultimate authority within a territory,
beyond which no other power can legitimately intervene.

Territoriality: It is intrinsically linked to defined geographical



boundaries.

Independence: Sovereign states operate free from external control in
their internal affairs.

Recognition: Sovereignty is often contingent upon acknowledgment by
other states and international institutions.

Continuity: Sovereignty persists despite changes in government or
leadership.

The Pros and Cons of Sovereignty

Like any political principle, sovereignty has both advantages and
limitations:

Advantages:

Ensures political stability and order within states.

Preserves cultural identity and national independence.

Enables self-determination and democratic governance.

Disadvantages:

Can lead to isolationism and refusal to cooperate internationally.

May justify authoritarianism under the guise of sovereign
authority.

Creates obstacles for addressing transnational challenges
effectively.

Contemporary Debates: Sovereignty Versus Global
Governance

The tension between maintaining sovereignty and engaging in global governance



is a defining issue of modern politics. Advocates for strong national
sovereignty argue that states must retain control to protect their citizens’
interests and uphold democratic legitimacy. Conversely, proponents of deeper
international cooperation emphasize that sovereignty must be adaptable to
address global problems that transcend borders.

This debate manifests in issues such as refugee crises, cybersecurity, and
global health emergencies, where unilateral action is insufficient. The
COVID-19 pandemic, for instance, exposed the limitations of isolated
sovereign responses and underscored the need for coordinated efforts.

Sovereignty in the Digital Age

The rise of digital technology and cyberspace introduces new dimensions to
sovereignty. Questions about data control, digital borders, and cyber
sovereignty challenge traditional concepts tied to physical territory. States
now grapple with regulating online spaces, protecting infrastructure from
cyberattacks, and asserting authority over digital flows, complicating
sovereignty further.

Understanding what is sovereignty in politics today requires acknowledging
these evolving dynamics and the balancing act between autonomy and
interdependence.

---

Exploring sovereignty from its origins to its modern complexities reveals it
as a dynamic and multifaceted principle. It remains foundational to political
organization and international law, yet its application continues to adapt
amid global challenges and innovations. The nuanced understanding of
sovereignty is essential for grasping the nature of power, authority, and
governance in the 21st century.

What Is Sovereignty In Politics

  what is sovereignty in politics: The Credibility of Sovereignty – The Political Fiction of a
Concept Elia R.G. Pusterla, 2015-12-19 The book deeply analyses the bilateral relations between
Switzerland and the European Union and their effect on the former's sovereignty in the context of
Europeanisation. This touches on philosophical debates on the complexity of sovereignty. What
sovereignty is at stake when talking about Swiss-EU relations? This issue not only faces the
elusiveness of sovereignty as a concept, but also the proliferation of hypocrisy on its presence within
states. The book encounters the deconstructionist hypothesis stating that there is nothing to worry
about but the belief there is something to worry about. Derrida’s deconstruction of sovereignty
allows indeed one to grasp the fictional essence of sovereignty based on the metaphysics of
presence. The presence of self-positing sovereign ipseity is fictional since absent in the present, but
spectrally present in the belief of its presence to come. Sovereignty is a matter of credibility, or the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-188/what-is-sovereignty-in-politics.pdf


credible promise of a normative statement to come. Hence, the book challenges the realist/neorealist
argument stating that states are credibly sovereign until proven otherwise and explains that the
debate on state sovereignty calls for the unveiling of this hypocritical epistemology cunningly
disguised as an objective presence. Swiss-EU relations thus become the cornerstone to not only
theorise but also test sovereignty and deconstruct the two ontological and epistemological sides of
the same coin, or the modern hypocrisy of sovereignty. This deconstruction constitutes the very
problématique of any attempt to understand whether and how a state can be sovereign and solve the
problem as to how to neutralise the différance and identify the difference between credible and
incredible claims of sovereignty. This problématique connects the theory and practice of sovereignty
innovatively, providing positivist evidence on the arguable credibility of the Swiss claim of
sovereignty and confirming the presence of a theological dimension within politics.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Sovereignty's Entailments Paul Nadasdy, 2017-11-29 In
recent decades, indigenous peoples in the Yukon have signed land claim and self-government
agreements that spell out the nature of government-to-government relations and grant individual
First Nations significant, albeit limited, powers of governance over their peoples, lands, and
resources. Those agreements, however, are predicated on the assumption that if First Nations are to
qualify as governments at all, they must be fundamentally state-like, and they frame First Nation
powers in the culturally contingent idiom of sovereignty. Based on over five years of ethnographic
research carried out in the southwest Yukon, Sovereignty’s Entailments is a close ethnographic
analysis of everyday practices of state formation in a society whose members do not take for granted
the cultural entailments of sovereignty. This approach enables Nadasdy to illustrate the full scope
and magnitude of the cultural revolution that is state formation and expose the culturally specific
assumptions about space, time, and sociality that lie at the heart of sovereign politics. Nadasdy’s
timely and insightful work illuminates how the process of state formation is transforming Yukon
Indian people’s relationships with one another, animals, and the land.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Hybrid Sovereignty in World Politics Swati Srivastava,
2022-09-08 The idea of 'hybrid sovereignty' describes overlapping relations between public and
private actors in important areas of global power, such as contractors fighting international wars,
corporations regulating global markets, or governments collaborating with nongovernmental entities
to influence foreign elections. This innovative study shows that these connections – sometimes
hidden and often poorly understood – underpin the global order, in which power flows without
regard to public and private boundaries. Drawing on extensive original archival research, Swati
Srivastava reveals the little-known stories of how this hybrid power operated at some of the most
important turning points in world history: spreading the British empire, founding the United States,
establishing free trade, realizing transnational human rights, and conducting twenty-first century
wars. In order to sustain meaningful dialogues about the future of global power and political
authority, it is crucial that we begin to understand how hybrid sovereignty emerged and continues to
shape international relations.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Politics: The Key Concepts Lisa Harrison, Adrian Little, Ed
Lock, 2015-02-11 Politics: The Key Concepts is an up-to-date and broad-ranging introduction to the
terms that lie at the heart of political discourse. Entries are drawn from areas such as political
theory, international politics, political science and methodology. As well as explaining core,
established principles, this informative guide explores some of the more complex, topical and
contested concepts from the world of politics. Concepts covered include: Capitalism Class Identity
Institutionalism Referendum Marxism Pluralism Postmodernism Socialism Social Constructivism In
an accessible A-Z format with helpful cross-referencing and suggestions for further reading, Politics:
The Key Concepts is an invaluable reference for all students of politics, international relations and
related courses.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Sovereignty and the political Tomasz Grzegorz Grosse, 2022
The typescript of a scientific monograph Sovereignty and the Political presented for review is a text
which deals with a question that is consequential for both scholars and researchers, and society and



the political domain as such, as the Author sets out to unravel the mechanics of a fundamental
political dispute which, while carrying tangible implications for the member states of the European
Union and their citizens at present, seems to have a potential to bring about a significant change in
the political relations landscape in Europe in the long term. ASSOC. PROF. MAREK REWIZORSKI,
UNIVERSITY OF GDANSK The book submitted for review offers original, consequential and valid
insights, contributing to the discussion on the past, present and future developments of
regional-level governance mechanisms. The imminent need for a substantive and balanced debate on
the directions of European integration renders its publication fully justified. PROF. RADOSŁAW
ZENDEROWSKI
  what is sovereignty in politics: Art and Sovereignty in Global Politics Douglas Howland,
Elizabeth Lillehoj, Maximilian Mayer, 2016-12-01 This volume aims to question, challenge,
supplement, and revise current understandings of the relationship between aesthetic and political
operations. The authors transcend disciplinary boundaries and nurture a wide-ranging sensibility
about art and sovereignty, two highly complex and interwoven dimensions of human experience that
have rarely been explored by scholars in one conceptual space. Several chapters consider the
intertwining of modern philosophical currents and modernist artistic forms, in particular those
revealing formal abstraction, stylistic experimentation, self-conscious expression, and resistance to
traditional definitions of “Art.” Other chapters deal with currents that emerged as facets of art
became increasingly commercialized, merging with industrial design and popular entertainment
industries. Some contributors address Post-Modernist art and theory, highlighting power relations
and providing sceptical, critical commentary on repercussions of colonialism and notions of
universal truths rooted in Western ideals. By interfering with established dichotomies and unsettling
stable debates related to art and sovereignty, all contributors frame new perspectives on the
co-constitution of artworks and practices of sovereignty.
  what is sovereignty in politics: On Sovereignty and Other Political Delusions Joan Cocks,
2014-10-23 This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme
and is available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. Winner of the 2015 David Easton Prize,
awarded by the American Political Science Association (APSA) Global forces are eroding the ability
of states to exert sovereign control over their populations, territories, and borders. Yet when
dominated subjects across the world dream of freedom, they continue to conceive of it in sovereign
terms. Sovereign freedom haunts the imagination of oppressed ethnic minorities, popular masses
ruled by foreign powers or homegrown tyrants, indigenous peoples, and individuals chafing under
customary or governmental restrictions. On Sovereignty and Other Political Delusions draws on
political theory and on two case studies – the encounter between Anglo-American settlers and Native
American tribes, and the search for Jewish sovereignty in Palestine – to probe the allure of the idea
of sovereign freedom and its self-defeating logic. It concludes by shifting its sights from political to
economic sovereign power and by pursuing intimations of non-sovereign freedom in the
contemporary age.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Political Theory Andrew Heywood, Clayton Chin, 2023-02-23
While Western modern political thought has been a story of inclusion, it has also been one of
continued exclusion and new forms of political oppression and silencing. This is why political theory
is so necessary today. Political thought is diverse. From liberal theories laying out ideal democratic
institutions, to critical analyses of postcolonial settler states, to conceptual analyses of the nature of
freedom, there are very different approaches, topics and aims within the tradition of Western
political theory. What binds these diverse forms of thinking together? How do how do they help us to
understand political institutions, life, behaviour and events? How do they help us to make decisions
in the complex world of politics? This book, significantly revised and reconceptualized, introduces
you to the modern discipline of political theory in the Western tradition, tackling its key debates,
concepts, problems and traditions: - What is the nature of political concepts? What problems do they
pose to thinkers and political actors? - How have modern political thinkers usually approached
thinking about politics? How has this been problematized in contemporary debates? - Has modern



politics fundamentally ignored economically impoverished groups, women, indigenous peoples,
racialized groups and the natural environment? - How have ideas like freedom, equality, sovereignty
and the state been conceptualized in the modern tradition? What tensions has this given rise to?
Delving into topics as diverse as Maoism, postcolonialism and white supremacy, boxed features give
you room to explore and expand in political theorising: -Focusing on the texts: helps you deal with
difficult texts and arguments -Tradition: introduces you to major approaches to political theory
-Thinker: allows you to understand the contributions of major figures in political thought -Thinking
globally: gives insight into how political theory is adapting to global interconnectedness -Beyond the
West: makes you reflect on what can be learnt from non-Western approaches. Spanning the
development of Western political thought, from Thucydides through to John Rawls and beyond, with
a focus on Modern and contemporary debates, this is an essential text for undergraduate and
postgraduate courses on political thought and political philosophy.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Indigeneity and Political Theory Karena Shaw, 2008-09-12
An innovative and critical reassessment of sovereignty in political theory disputing assumptions that
challenges posed by indigenous politics are not marginal but central to contemporary political
theory.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Pearson Edexcel A Level UK Government and Politics Seventh
Edition Neil McNaughton, Toby Cooper, 2024-04-26 Build subject knowledge, develop critical
understanding and help students practise the skills they need to succeed in their study of UK
Government and Politics. This fully updated textbook for Pearson Edexcel A level Politics will help
students develop, understand and engage in the latest developments in UK Government and Politics.
Written by Neil McNaughton and revised by Toby Cooper, this new edition is specially designed to
reflect the Pearson Edexcel specification and let students approach complex topics with confidence.
- Comprehensively covers Government of the UK and Politics of the UK - Places recent developments
in a historical context throughout to show the influence of political history on current events - Builds
subject confidence by highlighting key terms and explaining synoptic links between different topics
in the specification - Develops analysis and evaluation skills through debates and practice questions -
Provides answer guidance for practice questions online at
www.hoddereducation.com/EdexcelUKPolitics7E
  what is sovereignty in politics: Constructing Sovereignty between Politics and Law Tanja
Aalberts, 2012-08-06 This book explores the interplay between sovereignty, politics and law through
different conceptualizations of sovereignty. Despite developments such as European integration,
globalization, and state failure, sovereignty proves to be a resilient institution in contemporary
international politics. This book investigates both the continuity and change of sovereignty through
an examination of the different ways it is understood; sovereignty as an institution, as identity; as a
(language) game; and as subjectivity. In this illuminating book, Aalberts examines sovereign
statehood as a political-legal concept, an institutional product of modern international society, and
seeks an interdisciplinary approach that combines international relations and international law. This
book traces the consequences of this origin for the conceptualization of sovereign statehood in
modern academic discourse, drawing on key jurisprudence and international treaties, and provides a
new framework to consider the international significance of sovereignty. As an innovative approach
to a critical institution, Constructing Sovereignty between Politics and Law will be of interest to
students and scholars of international relations, international relations theory and international law.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Concepts in World Politics Felix Berenskoetter, 2016-08-09
Recognizing the vital importance of concepts in shaping our understanding of international
relations, this ground-breaking new book puts concepts front and centre, systematically unpacking
them in a clear, critical and engaging way. With contributions from some of the foremost authorities
in the field, Concepts in World Politics explores 17 core concepts, from democracy to globalization,
sovereignty to revolution, and covers: The multiple meanings of a concept, where these meanings
come from, and how they are employed theoretically and practically The consequences of using
concepts to frame the world in one way or another The method of concept analysis A challenging



and stimulating read, Concepts in World Politics is an indispensable guide for all students of
international relations looking to develop a more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of world
politics.
  what is sovereignty in politics: The Politics of Liberty in England and Revolutionary America
Lee Ward, 2004-07-26 This study locates the philosophical origins of the Anglo-American political
and constitutional tradition in the philosophical, theological, and political controversies in
seventeenth-century England. By examining the quarrel it identifies the source of modern liberal,
republican and conservative ideas about natural rights and government in the seminal works of the
Exclusion Whigs Locke, Sidney, and Tyrrell and their philosophical forebears Hobbes, Grotius,
Spinoza, and Pufendorf. This study illuminates how these first Whigs and their diverse
eighteenth-century intellectual heirs such as Bolingbroke, Montesquieu, Hume, Blackstone, Otis,
Jefferson, Burke, and Paine contributed to the formation of Anglo-American political and
constitutional theory in the crucial period from the Glorious Revolution through to the American
Revolution and the creation of a distinctly American understanding of rights and government in the
first state constitutions.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Real Politics Jean Bethke Elshtain, 2000-03-10 One of
America's foremost public intellectuals, Jean Bethke Elshtain has been on the frontlines in the most
hotly contested and deeply divisive issues of our time. Now in Real Politics, Elshtain gives further
proof of her willingness to speak her mind, courting disagreement and even censure from those who
prefer their ideologies neat. At the center of Elshtain's work is a passionate concern with the
relationship between political rhetoric and political action. For Elshtain, politics is a sphere of
concrete responsibility. Political speech should, therefore, approach the richness of actual lives and
commitments rather than present impossible utopias. In her essays, Elshtain finds in the writings of
V clav Havel, Hannah Arendt, and Albert Camus a language appropriate to the complexity of
everyday life and politics, and she critiques philosophers and writers who distance us from a
concrete, embodied world. She argues against those repressive strains within contemporary
feminism which insist that families and even sexual differentiation are inherently oppressive. Along
the way, she challenges an ideology of victimization that too often loses sight of individual victims in
its pursuit of abstract goals. Elshtain reaffirms the quirky and by no means simple pleasures of
small-town life as a microcosm of the human condition and considers the current crisis in American
education and its consequences for democracy. Beyond exploring the details of political life over the
past two decades, Real Politics advocates a via media politics that avoids unacceptable extremes and
serves as a model for responsible political discourse. Throughout her diverse and insightful writings,
Elshtain champions a civic philosophy that tends to the dignity of everyday life as a democratic
imperative of the first order. Jean Bethke Elshtain is a person of rare intellect. The moral wisdom
that pervades these essays reminds us that when all is said and done politics is about the life and
death of real people who are anything but abstractions. Her erudition is remarkable, but equally
stunning is her eye for the significant. What she is so good at is helping us see the moral and
political significance of the everyday. -- Stanley Hauerwas, Duke University Real Politics serves as a
forceful reminder that Jean Elshtain has been dealing with the real world in twenty-five years of
powerful essaying. Transcending ideological categories, she writes out of hope that human beings
can enjoy those capacities of reason and faith which make them human. It is a pleasure to be
reintroduced to her sustained intelligence. -- Alan Wolfe, Boston University
  what is sovereignty in politics: Politics, Metaphysics, and Death Andrew Norris, 2005-07-11 A
collection of essays by political theorists on Agamben's Homo Sacer.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Edexcel UK Government and Politics for AS/A Level Fifth
Edition Neil McNaughton, 2017-08-29 Exam Board: Edexcel Level: AS/A-level Subject: Politics First
Teaching: September 2017 First Exam: June 2018 Trusted author Neil McNaughton brings you his
bestselling politics textbook, fully updated and endorsed for the 2017 Edexcel specification. Topical
coverage includes the June 2017 election results and analysis of Brexit politics. Detailed coverage of
relevant political developments will build students' knowledge and help them develop a critical



understanding of UK government and politics today. - Learn how UK governmental and political
history has shaped current events and thinking - Understand the connections between different
A-level topics with the new Synoptic Links feature - Clarify understanding of political language with
summaries and explanations of key terms - Develop key analysis and evaluation skills with practice
questions tailored to the new A-level
  what is sovereignty in politics: Captives of Sovereignty Jonathan Havercroft, 2011-08-18 A
picture of sovereignty holds the study of politics captive. Captives of Sovereignty looks at the
historical origins of this picture of politics, critiques its philosophical assumptions and offers a way
to move contemporary critiques of sovereignty beyond their current impasse. The first part of the
book is diagnostic. Why, despite their best efforts to critique sovereignty, do political scientists who
are dissatisfied with the concept continue to reproduce the logic of sovereignty in their thinking?
Havercroft draws on the writings of Hobbes and Spinoza to argue that theories of sovereignty are
produced and reproduced in response to skepticism. The second part of the book draws on
contemporary critiques of skeptical arguments by Wittgenstein and Cavell to argue that their
alternative way of responding to skepticism avoids the need to invoke a sovereign as the final arbiter
of all political disputes.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Political Economy, Political Science and Sociology , 1900
  what is sovereignty in politics: Indian Government and Politics Abbas Hoveyda, 2010-09
Framed within a perspective of the entire political process, this book closely examines the legal
provisions of the Constitution of India, as well as the role and functions of other agencies and groups
that influence policies and laws. It also looks at historical and contemporary cases to illuminate the
philosophy behind the Constitution, the role of various social groups, the functioning of the
government and the evolution of our politics. Written in a lucid and familiar style, this book assumes
no background in the subject, and an extensive glossary explains unfamiliar terms and complex
concepts.
  what is sovereignty in politics: Sovereignty in Post-Sovereign Society Jiří Přibáň, 2016-03-09
Sovereignty marks the boundary between politics and law. Highlighting the legal context of politics
and the political context of law, it thus contributes to the internal dynamics of both political and
legal systems. This book comprehends the persistence of sovereignty as a political and juridical
concept in the post-sovereign social condition. The tension and paradoxical relationship between the
semantics and structures of sovereignty and post-sovereignty are addressed by using the conceptual
framework of the autopoietic social systems theory. Using a number of contemporary European
examples, developments and paradoxes, the author examines topics of immense interest and
importance relating to the concept of sovereignty in a globalising world. The study argues that the
modern question of sovereignty permanently oscillating between de iure authority and de facto
power cannot be discarded by theories of supranational and transnational globalized law and
politics. Criticising quasi-theological conceptualizations of political sovereignty and its juridical
form, the study reformulates the concept of sovereignty and its persistence as part of the
self-referential communication of the systems of positive law and politics. The book will be of
considerable interest to academics and researchers in political, legal and social theory and
philosophy.
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